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SECOND MAIN DIVISION, 

ISRAEL'S CONSCIOUSNESS OF SALVATION AND RELIGIOUS 
VIEW OF THE WORLD, THE PRODUCT OF THE RELI- 
GIOUS HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE, 



A.— THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF SALVATION 

CHAPTEE L 

THE COYBKANT. 

LiTBRATUBB. — J. L. Saalscbiitz, Dds mosaische Eecht Ticbst den 
vervolUtdndigendm tatrntidischrTaiibinischen Bestimmungen, 2nd 
ed. 1853, 1, 2. J. £. Cellerier, Esprit de la legislation 
mosatgue. Gen. Par. 1837, 1, 2. For the idea of the 
theocracy, see the works of Spencer, Blechschmid, Deyling, 
Goodwin, Hulsius, Dannhauer,. Conring in Bias. Ugolinus, 
Thesaurus ajUiquitatum sacrarum, voL xxiv. Hermannus 
Guthe, De foederis notions Jeremiania, Lipsiae 1877. 

1. In every healthy period of their existence since Moses 
made them a nation, the Israelites enjoyed a consciousness of 
salvation so vivid and strong as to render them certain of their 
national vocation, and give them the instinct and the power 
to mould their religious and moral inheritance into ever new 
and higher forms. This consciousness, to which the prophets 
gave a purely spiritual form, may be best and most clearly 
described, in the phraseology generally used since the eighth 
century, as an assurance of being in covenant relation- 
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2 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. 

ship with the living God. A true fellowship with God 
which is not merely to hover before the eyes of men as an 
ideal picture, sketched by a hopeful fancy, but is to be an 
actual possession, can be experienced only when God Him- 
self enters into fellowship with men, qualifies them properly 
for His service, awakens in them the sense of divine favour 
and of a worthy existence, and moulds their lives into 
forms which can, at least in idea, embody the divine life. 
That this has happened in the case of the Israelitish people 
the piety of Israel takes for granted, and the relationship thus 
produced is described as a covenant between God and the 
people.^ 

The expression is in strict accordance with the ordinary 
idiom. The making,* establishing,^ or concluding * of a cove- 
nant, is, in the simple circumstances of the ancient East, the 
foundation of all legal relations. Even yet among the inde- 
pendent tribes of the Syro- Arabian deserts every legal 
arrangement rests on a special voluntary agreement or 
covenant; and we must picture to ourselves the circum- 
stances of Israel's early age as precisely the same. When 
two tribes are anxious to remain at peace and to respect each 
other's possessions, and desire intermarriage and commercial 
intercourse, they conclude a covenant* The election of a 
king is a covenant between the person chosen and the people.® 
Heads of clans bind themselves to certain duties by enter- 

'n'na D^pn, which means not merely to hold upright, but also to set 
upright, to set up. Both expressions are found in A (Gen. vi. 18, ix. 9, 11, 
xyii. 2, 19, 21). 

* n'n3 m3» ^f*** ri/tt»w», from the custom, to be described immediately, of 
cutting the victims into pieces (in B, Gen. xv. 18), usually with DV or ns, in 

the time of the Exile with p, by which, perhaps, the efficiency of God's work is 
more strongly emphasised than the reciprocal character of the contract (Jer. 
zxxii. 40 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 25 ; B. J. Iv. 3, Ixi. 8). 

»Gen. xxi. 82, xxxiv. 15 f. ; Josh. ix. 6, 7, 11, 16 (15); 1 Sam. xi. 1 ; of. 
Judg. iii. 6, iv. 17. Thus in Ex. xxiii. 82, xxxiv. 12, they are forbidden to 
make a covenant with Canaan and its idols. 

« 2 Sam. iii. 12, 21, v. 8. 



THE IDEA OF THE COVENANT. 3 

ing into a covenant^ Special friends swear to treat each 
other as brothers.' Those who have taken an oath to 
rebel are under a covenant^ Thus the word can be naturally 
used as a metaphor far beyond its original limits. Religious 
poetry speaks of a covenant with one's own eyes,^ with the 
stones and the beasts of the field, with leviathan.'^ By A, 
who takes a special delight in living in this circle of thought, 
the revenue of the priests, like every individual duty as well 
as eveiy privilege included within the great covenant, is 
described as an " everlasting covenant of salt." ^ Even the 
law of God in nature is called, in the language of the prophets, 
a covenant with her.^ 

Such covenant contracts were undoubtedly accompanied since 
the earliest days by certain solemn acts, as, for example, by a 
common sacrificial meal,^ at which some of the victim's blood 
was sprinkled on those entering into the covenant as a sacred 
means of consecration and union,^ or by the eating of salt, 
which is used even in our own day to ratify a covenant.^^ 
The most detailed description of such a solemnity is given 
by Jeremiah,^ when he tells how the people solemnly pledged 
themselves in the temple of Grod to let their Hebrew slaves 
go frea This passage at once illustrates and explains 
Oen. XV. 8 ff. The central feature of the ceremony is a 
symbolical oath. The animals sacrificed are divided, and the 
two halves placed opposite to each other. Then the parties 
to the covenant walk between them, and call down* on their 
own heads the fate of these victims, should they ever violate 
their covenant obligations. The two halves cannot by any 
possibility represent the two parties entering into the cove- 

1 Oen. xiv. 13, n^a'^^ya. 

• 1 Sam. xviii, Sflf., xx. 8, 16, 42, xxiii. 16 ff. 

» 2 Kings xi. 4. * Job xxxi. 1. » Job v. 23, xl. 28. 

• Hum. xviiL 19, xxv. 12 ; Lev. xxiv. 8. ^ Jer. xxxiii. 20, 25. 

• Gen. xxxi 46, 64. • Ex. xxiv. 8, n^3n"Dl« 
"Num. xviii. 19 ; 2Chron. xiu. 5, nijOTina ; cf. Lev. ii. 13, " Neither bJuOI 

the salt of the covenant of thy God be lacking from thy meat-offeriog." 
" Jer. xxxiv. 8, 18. 
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nant, whom God, the real maker of the covenant, by passing 
between them as a flame, unites. In Gen. xv. God is 
Himself one of the contracting parties, and in the passage 
in Jeremiah no flame passes along between the two halves 
of the sacrifice. It is simply a form of oath, like the 
symbolical sending out of dismembered bodies or animals 
sacrificed, by which the curse of a like destruction was caUed 
down upon the heads of the laggards.^ In fact, a covenant 
and an oath are not in origin essentially diiSerent. Even 
that old form of oath, the sacrificing of seven victims as 
witnesses to the oath, from which the word V?x^ is derived, is 
quite akin,* 

A covenant is concluded on the basis of certain conditions, 
these being termed " the words of the covenant" • In so far 
as these are written down, they are called the tables, or 
book of the covenant.^ And in many cases the covenant 
had probably also a definite outward token — the sign of the 
covenant. At least we shall find instances of this in the course 
of our investigation. 

The idea that even God's relationship to Israel rested on 
a covenant was so deeply rooted that Josiah the king, 
grounding his action on Deuteronomy, entered anew into a 
covenant with Jehovah;^ and Jeremiah the prophet also 
regards the complete attainment of salvation as a new cove- 
nant which God wishes to make, though in a new way, 
with His people.* Wellhausen is right in looking at the 
sacrificial feast itself as a "covenant" between God and 
man.^ 

2. To a relationship of mutual agreement between God 
and the people is also referred whatever present and future 

J Judg. xix. 29 ; 1 Sam. xi. 7 ; Iliad, iiL 298. 

» Gen. xxL 28, cf. 23 f., 27, 82 (31 yifSh), xxvL 28, where H^ and nn3 
are interchangeable. Cf. also Judg. ii. 15 ; Pa. Ixxxix. 4. 
' Ex. xxiv. 7 f., xxxiv. 27. 
^ Ex. xxiv. 7, xxxi. 18, xxxiv. 29 ; Deut ix. 9. 
* 2 Kings xxui. 3. • Jer. xxxi 81 £f. ^ L.c. p. 72 f. 
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salvation Israel possesses. Certainly the older representa- 
tions lay greater stress on the idea of "the people of His 
inheritance/' But already in C and its sources the thought of 
a covenant is both clear and significant. TSow this involves 
the weighty presupposition that, for man as a personal being, 
there can be no salvation which is not freely received, 
and which does not also imply certain moral obligations on 
his part Man in relation to God is not a being without 
rights, or one to be treated in an arbitrary way, or merely 
with lenity. He stands to God in a relation of personal 
and moral fellowship. Israel as the covenant people is per- 
fectly certain that God will not give ,free play to His anger, 
but will punish in accordance with fixed principles of right 
and equity. Hence, also, this religion can work out that 
conception of righteousness which we shall have to describe 
at a later stage.^ This is in no sense a claim on the part 
of man to be really equal with God. Even the victor makes 
with the vanquished a covenant — to spare him.^ The term 
can also be applied where the position of the two parties is 
utterly unequal, where pure mercy and love is on the one side 
the condition of the relationship. But, as soon as a cove- 
nant is formed, there comes into existence a certain relation 
of equality, a mutual obligation. Thus, according to the 
narrative of B, on account of His covenant relation with 
Abraham, God is unwilling to hide from him important 
decisions, such as the judgment against Sodom.^ To put it more 
generally, the covenant-relation makes prophecy a necessity. 

In the view of a pious l8raelite> the real covenant on 
which Israel's relationship to salvation depends, the great 
covenant which created something absolutely new, is the 
Covenant of SinaL^ God having redeemed Israel, and brought 
him up out of Egypt by mighty deeds,*^ offered to enter into 

» Jer. X. 24, xxx. 10 f., xlvL 28. • Josh. ix. 6 (Ex. xxiii. 82, xxxir. 16). 

* Gen. xriii. 17. * Ex. xix. 6 f. ; cf. Deut. v. 1, 8. 

* Ex. XV. 18, 16, xix. 4. 
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covenaDt with him/ on the ground of this right of His, and 
of His having proved Himself the God of Salvation; and 
the people accepted the olGfer with joyful faith.' And not- 
withstanding the sins of the people, it is renewed, and forms 
henceforth the permanent basis of all salvation in IsraeL* 
Hence even the legislation of Deuteronomy is not meant to 
be anything else than a renewal of this covenant^ 

But it is Israel's firm conviction that this relation of Gk)d 
to His holy people did not begin at that time, but had been 
entered into from the first with the fathers of the race. The 
last great history of patriarchal times has, indeed, developed 
this idea of set purpose and according to a fixed plan. The 
whole history of the world is treated by A, in his grand and 
comprehensive scheme, as a history of the rise of salvation in 
Israel. In fact, creation itself is the establishment of a 
covenant The Sabbath, the sign of the covenant between 
Israel and God, is traced back directly to the act of creation.' 
Next we are told more plainly still of a covenant being 
entered into with the new race of men that came out of the 
ark.^ A covenant is made with them, as confirmation of the 
blessing at creation,^ by which, in view of the terrible appre- 
hension of a new flood that might destroy everything, they 
are guaranteed an uninterrupted existence. The condition of 
this covenant is to abstain from blood, and to regard human 
life as sacred.^ The sign of it is the rainbow, which will 
remind God of his covenant, and be to men a pledge thereof 
always new.® For the shining of the everlasting light through 
the waters of heaven is a sign that these waters will never 
again become an unrestrained flood of judgment, but will 
give place to a new era of light and mercy. TMs covenant 
with mankind is then narrowed down to a special covenant 
with Abraham, and is thus raised from a natural relation to a 

1 Ex. xix. 3 fr.  Ex. xix. 8. » Ex. xxxiv. 27 f. 

< Deut iv. 1 ff. » Ex. xxxi. 13, 16, 17. « Gen. vi. 18, ix. 1 ff., 9 ff. 

' Gen. ix. 1 ff., 7 (i. 27 ft ). » Gen ix. 4-7. » Gen. ix, 12-17. 
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moral and religious one.^ The life of the chosen people is 
to develop out of the family life of Abraham, as the State 
grows out of the family. Hence this covenant has a definite 
national and religious promise.^ In accordance with A's whole 
cast of thought, it is true, the moral and religious element 
is thrown into the background by the Levitical and national 
Theocratic elements. The inheritance of the land of Canaan 
and the coming of kings of Abraham's seed are the main 
points of it The sign of the covenant is circumcision ; ' the 
condition of it, pious and moral conduct/ This covenant with 
the patriarchs is then enlarged, by solemn ceremonial, into the 
covenant of Sinai, into a covenant of God with the people.^ 

But, in point of fact, this view of the connection of Israel's 
salvation with the patriarchal age is common to all the pre- 
sentations we have of primitive history. Even B thinks of a 
relationship of love existing between God and Israel from the 
very first. He gives the religious and moral import of this 
relation very great prominence, and in the grandest pro- 
phetic style he sketches for it a brilliant future. It is enough 
to refer to the passages* bearing on this. That there is 
among mankind a family, and later a people, " of whom is 
salvation," is the direct consequence of God's free love for the 
ancestors of Israel. 

3. By the covenant made at Sinai between Himself and 
Israel, God brought the people as a whole into a special rela- 
tionship to Himself, of a religious and moral character. It 
was just because all the peoples of the world were under His 
control that God was free to choose a people for special 
service.^ He chose the people whose ancestors were already 
in communion with Him.^ Thus the God of the whole world 
became the God of this people.^ He wills to be their king. 

» Gen. xviu. 1 ff. ; cf. Ex. ii. 24, vL 4-8. « Gen. xWL 5-9. 

• Gen. xTii. 10 ff. (indeed it is itself called TXn2 in yer. 10). 

^ Gen. xviii. 1. ' Ex. xxxiy. 

• Gen. ix. 26, xiL 2ff., xv. 7 ff., xxii. 16 ff., etc. ' Ex. xix. 6 (^3). 

• Ex. vi. 4. • Ex. XV. 16, vL 7, cf. viL 16, viii. 27, iii 10. 
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We hear this special relationship alluded to in numerous 
turns of thought, in almost every age of Old Testament reli- 
gion. The consciousness of it, though very elementary, was a 
bond of union even in Israel's times of greatest confusion. 
By the men of the Exile this people is afterwards called the 
assembly, the congregation of God,^over which He sits enthroned 
as prince. But, in the older language, the land of Israel is 
called Grod's holy dwelling-place, the mountain of His inherit- 
ance,* the defiling of which by deeds of wickedness He will 
Himself avenge, just as He punishes, for example, conjugal 
infidelity with childlessness. To dwell within it is to be in 
God's house, ** The place, O Lord, which Thou hast made to 
dwell in ; the sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have 
established." ' On the other hand, Israel itself is called God's 
inheritance,^ His peculiar treasure from among all peoples.^ 
The wars of the people against foreign enemies are God's 
wars.* A sin or an injury in Israel gives occasion to the 
enemies of God to blaspheme.'^ It is God for whose help 
"among the mighty" the war signal is sent through IsraeL"® 
It is He who is greeted with the cry that befits a king, " Let 
Jehovah reign for ever and ever."® A curse against Him is 
high treason.^® The secular kingdom in Israel appears to the 
piety of later ages a " rejecting " of God.^^ Every oath in Israel 

^ ttlV ^T^^ bt^p, Judg. XX. 2 ; Num. xxriL 17, xvi. 8, xx. 4 (for the expres- 
sions Lev. viii. 8, 5, ix. 5, xvi. 6, 88 ; Num. x. 7, xiv. 6 ; cf. Lev. viii. 4 ; 
Num. viii. 9, xvi. 8, xx. 2). Prior to the monarchy the term used will have 
been "tribes," afterwards "people," and in the Exile "congregation" of 
Jehovah. 

» Ex. XV. 17 ; 1 Sam. xxvL 19 (Ps. cvl 88 ; Num. xxxv. 88 ; Lev. xx. 5 ff.). 

»Ex. XV. 18 (Ps. u. 4f.). 

^ God's house, Num. xii. 7 ; His inheritance, 2 Sam. xiv. 16, xx. 19, xxi. 8 ; 

1 Sam. X. 1 ; especially the expression Ex. xxxiv. 9 (isn^nj). 
* Ex. xix. 6, 6. 

' 1 Sam. XXV. 28. Even a Joab wages his wars in this religious spirit (2 Sam. 
X. 11, 12). 
' 2 Sam. 12, 14. " Judg. v. 28. 

» Ex. XV. 18; cf. Ps. xviii. 47. 
^^ Ex. XX. 7 ; Lev. xxiv. 11 ff. ; 1 Kings xxi. 10. 
" 1 Sam. viiL 6 ff. ; Judg. viii. 28. 
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is an oath by God.^ Yea, God Himself will in the judgment 
bring to light what is hidden.* Faith in God as the king of 
Israel is, in the earlier times, connected with a rather material 
conception of His local presenca Thus the people ask, 
obviously in reference to the sacred ark, ** Is Jehovah in the 
midst of us or not/' ' In like manner Moses goes up to God 
and reports to Him as to a sovereign who cannot be approached.* 
Sut the more consciously developed faith knows only of 
Israel's special relationship to God, and of his special dignity, 
just as it knows that God, for Israel's sake, blesses Israel's 
earthly king.* The most beautiful expression for this rela- 
tionship is the title of son, which God bestows on Israel.^ 
Closely akin is the thought of a marriage covenant, of which, 
both as an explicit metaphor and by way of allusion, the 
prophets are exceedingly fond.^ 

Thus between God and His people there exists a relation of 
tenderest love and care, and also of exclusive proprietorship. 
In every outward distress and inward difficulty God wishes 
to guide His people by His almighty hand to what is truly 
best for them. He wishes to make His will known, to give 
them laws in His wisdom — in a word, to treat them as 
His peculiar people among the nations of the world. On 
the other hand, it follows that this whole people dedicates 
itself, and everything that makes up its national life, to the 
service of this God. Here a whole people is to be ^ what 
the priests, who are consecrated to God's service, are else- 
where — a holy people, that is, a people used as God's exclusive 
property ; a people which God sanctifies,^ that is, prepares for 

^ Ex. zxii. 11 ; Josh. ii. 12. ' Knm. y. 18 ff. ; Lev. zrii. 10. 

» Josh. xxiL 81. * Ex. xix. 3, 8, cf. xix. 20, 21, xx. 19. 

» 2 Sam. vii. 23 f., cf. v. 12. 

* In B, Ex. iv. 22 1, Israel is merely called God's first-born son. The expres- 
sion IB more exclnsiye in Dent. i. 81, yiii. 5, xxxii. 18 ; Hos. xi. 1. 

^ Hos. i.-iii ; Jer. ii. 20, iii. 1, 18, xiii. 27 ; £zek. xtI.; cf. Ex. xxxiv. 15 f.; 
Num. XV. 89 (n:T). 

' Ex. xix. 6 ; Lev, xL 44 f., xix. 2 ; Num. xv. 40. 

* liev. XX. 8, 24, xxii. 9, 16, 82 ; Ex. xv. 16. 
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His own special use, and which accordingly must be such as 
to do honour to its God outwardly as well as inwardly — ^a king- 
dom of priests. Among this people there must be no priest- 
hood, such as would exclude, from this relationship to God, 
the rest of the nation as profane. The office of priest merely 
embodies the honour which belongs to the whole nation as a 
covenant people. The prophetic period understood it in this 
way. But certainly in A, in accordance with his priestly 
tendency, the people's renunciation of priestly holiness and 
the necessity for a priestly class axe emphasised in quite 
a different manner. This is seen, for example, in the obliga* 
tion to pay half a shekel apiece as " covering " ^ by way of 
acknowledging and expiating the unfitness of the people for 
the service of God, and in the sharp rebuff given to the 
people when they aspired to equality with the Levites, 
and to the Levites when they claimed to equal the sons of 
Aaron.* 

In its whole national life Israel has to show itself a holy 
people. That is insisted on with ever-growing definiteness in 
the various legislative codes. In the two sacraments of 
the covenant — Circumcision and the Passover — every son of 
this people is dedicated to God. Life as well as property is 
regarded as belonging to God. The arrestment of the life on 
behalf of God is represented in the redemption or sacrifice of 
the first-born, which A, in his usual style, connects with the 
substitutionary offering of the tribe of Levi^ The dedication 
of property finds expression in tithes,^ firstlings,^ thank- 
offerings, and votive sacrifices. In like manner, even time, 
as being God's property, is restored to His service in the 
Sabbaths and the feast days. On such days the people have 

* Ex. XXX. 11-16. ' Num. xvi. xvii. 

' Ex. xiii. 1, cf. 12 ff., xxii. 29, xxxiv. 19f.; Num. xviii. 15 if.; Lev. xxvii. 26; 
cf. Num. iii. 11, 41, 44, viii. 16 f. ; Deut. xv. 19flf. 

* Lev. xxvii. 80 ; Deut. xxvL 

« Lev. xxiiL 10, 16 18; Num. xv. 20f.; cf. Ex. xxiiL 19, xxxiv. 26 (Num. 
xviii. 12). 
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to draw near to their king with presents.^ For this reason 
there must be no Hebrew slave in Israel. For the Israelites 
are God's ransomed servants.^ Xone of them has at his 
disposal his own freedom, for that is already God's property. 
Every seventh year he is to regain the right to dispose of 
his person. In fact, even money debts are to become invalid 
on this seventh year.' Land cannot be sold in perpetuity. It 
is only a loan, not a possession. Nothing but its usufruct is 
transferable by sale.^ In a word, the Israelites are strangers, 
sojourners with God. 

The individual is primarily regarded as a mere member of 
his nation. That is quite the ordinary view of antiquity. 
But in Israel it stands out in special prominence. The law 
is given to Israel as a people,^ and even the second law is 
addressed to Israel^ The position and duty of each individual 
is determined as a matter of course by the character and call- 
ing of his people. It is only after Jeremiah and Ezekiel that 
the moral and religious personality of the individual becomes 
more prominent. One has just to remain in the surroundings 
into which one is bom. Birth according to the flesh makes a 
man righteous. That is certainly an imperfect and transi- 
tional condition, compared with the religion in which the new 
birth, according to the Spirit, imparts righteousness ; but it is 
the necessary foundation and preparation for this higher stage. 



1 Ex. xzxiv. 21 ff. 

* Lev. XXV. 42, 60. 

» Lev. XXV. 39, 46 (42, 65); Ex. xxi. 2 f. ; Dent. xv. 12 ff. (1 ff., PltDDCO. (Still 
he can bind himaelf to constant service.) That an attempt was actually made, 
in accordance with the Deuteronomic code, to carry ont this grand idea, is 
shown by Jer. xxxiv. 8ff., and it is at the same time ihown that in this form it 
was then new, and was fmstrated by the selfishness of the rich. (2 Kings iv. 1 ff. 
points to a pretty relentless enforcement of creditors' rights in the olden times.) 

* Lev. XXV. 13 ff., 23. The jnbilee year regulation. How deeply rooted in 
the national conscionsness was the sacred character of a family estate is also 
shown by Naboth*B refusal to sell his family estate (1 Kings xxi. 8 ff.). 

^ Ex. XX. 12. 

' £.g. Dent vi 4, xx. 8. Wellhansen is probably right in supposing that the 
use of the plural of address is always a proof of a later editing of the laws. 
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Hence the first virtue of a true Israelite is unconditional, 
reverential, and devoted love to the Grod to whom his 
people belongs.^ In the earlier days this devotion was rather 
conceived of as a resolute surrender of the whole personality 
to the God of Israel and to the national peculiarities, as 
zeal for Jehovah and His people and conscientious adherence 
to Israel's modes of life. The later ages, especially the post- 
Deuteronomic, regarded it as something much more inward.' 
The people's most grievous sin, the real violation of the 
covenant, is committed when they give themselves over to 
another God. In that case, even though pardon is obtained, 
the covenant, having been broken, must be renewed.' Then 
God in His wrath gives His people up to punishment, and 
strengthens other peoples against them.^ The idolater must 
die.*^ Every temptation to idolatry must be remorselessly 
got rid of.* Idolatry is whoredom ^ ; it is that which is evil 
in the sight of God.^ The watchword of the true Israelite 
is, " For Jehovah," • 

But the people must not merely hold aloof from other gods. 
They must feel heartily opposed to the peoples around, and 
to their usages and customs. Even ancient custom evidently 
expected this of a true Israelite.^^ The prophets, too, upheld 
Israel's own customs.^ Still it was only through A that these 
became a perfectly organised system.^ By him Israel's 
whole worship is given definite and unchangeable forms. 

^ Josh. iv. 24, zxiL 25, 5. Most strongly in Dent yi. 5, z. 12, zL 1, 13, 22, 
xiii. 4, zix. 9, xzz. 16, 20. 
•Josh, zxiii. 11, zziv. 14 f., 19-29. 

* Ez. xzxiT. 10 ff. ; of. 2 Kings zziii. S. 

* Judg. iL 14, 20, iu. 8, 12, iv. 2, ri. 1 ; Ezok. yi. 13 f. 

" Ez. zxil 20, zziii. 18 ; Lev. zvii. 7. • Ez. zxiii. 24, etc. 

^ £z. zzziv. 15 ; Lev. zvii. 7, zz. 5 ; Num. ziv. 33 ; Judg. iL 17 ; 2 Kings 
iz. 22. 

* Judg. ii. 11, iv. 1, vi. 1, z. 6, ziii. 1. • Judg. vii. 18. 
w E.g. Judg. ziz. 12 ; 1 Sam. zzvi. 19. 

" Isa. ii 6ff., viiL 19; Hos. v. 7, Uff. ; Jer. zzzv. ; Ezek. viiL; Deut 

• • • 

XVUl. 

" Lev. zviiL 1 ff., zz. 26 ; Ez. zziii. 82, xzxiv. 11 flf. (Deut. vii. 2). 
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Aaron's sons die when they offer to the true God ancon- 
secrated incense.^ In his legislation civil, moral, and cere- 
monial laws are interlaced in a wonderfully unique fashion. 
Even what is least is not little, and what is greatest is 
nothing special. Everything is fixed, peculiar, and cast in a 
mould of its own. Israel's joys and sorrows, likings and aver* 
sions, all receive a peculiar colouring, different from the life of 
strangers. The Israelite must have the vocation of his people 
always imprinted on his heart ; indeed, he must even have 
it constantly before his eyes in visible form.' Blessedness 
depends on this holding fast to God ; for the righteous see the 
face of God.' 

4. This characteristic of Israel's consciousness of salvation 
causes it to be closely interwoven with its consciousness of 
nationality, and constitutes what is called t?ie Particularism of 
salvat'Um. It needs no proof that in the olden time exalted 
religious feeling expressed itself in open antagonism to other 
peoples, and was thus most closely connected with the warlike 
spirit of the nation. It is enough to refer to the tone of 
Deborah's song and to the religious view of the wara of Jehovah. 
This feature of the religion is by no means lost in later days ; 
and indeed it could not be, for it is closely connected with 
its historical character. Prophecy is never tired of dwelling 
on it, and the popular songs of every age keep echoing the 
thought that Israel possesses unique good fortune in the con- 
nection, assigned to it by history, with God's mighty deeds of 
deliverance. Not with the patriarchs but with the people of 
Moses did God establish this perfect relationship of salvation, 
speaking with him face to face, and doing what had never 
been done since the creation of the world — giving statutes 
and judgments, in which every one who keeps them finds life.* 

* Lev. X. 1 flf.  Num. xv. 87 ff. • Pa. xi. 7. 

* D«ut iv. 7, 21, 32 ff., v. 2-4, vi. 22, vii. 6, 18, 19, 28 ; Jer. ii. 3, 6, xi. 
15f., xiL 7, 9, xiiL 11, 17 ; Szek. xvi Iff., xx. 5ff., 11, 18, 21 ; Pa. xix. 8ff., 
Ixxxix., etc. 
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Upon this connection of the salvation of the individual 
with that of the people emphasis is laid with such force that, 
as has been already said, the individual is taken into con- 
sideration by the prophetic Law only as being within the 
people ; in the " Hear thou " of the Deuteronomist all Israel 
is addressed.^ The tendency to exaggerate the importance 
of the individual personality, which is so characteristic of 
this modem age, is foreign to the whole tone of the Old Testa- 
ment. The latter never regards the individual as independent 
of his surroundings, which are not merely the springs of his 
being but determine its whole direction. 

This appears to have been the popular idea of salvation in 
pre-exilic times. But it does not mean that Israel, considered 
merely as a mass of human beings and nothing more, was ever 
regarded by the prophets as an object of divine lova In view 
of their moral tendency that would be perfectly inconceivable. 
When it is said, '' God is good to Israel," the psalmist adds 
by way of explanation, " to such as are pure in heart," and he 
describes a particular moral tendency in Israel as that of the 
children of God.* The pious are God's beloved, " who have 
made a covenant with Him by sacrifice." * It is Israel, the 
servant of Ood, who alone is concerned with what is said 
about God's relation with Israel But Israel is undoubtedly 
represented as being in quite a unique and exclusive 
position of favour with God. And in general this means 
the whole people. God is the Father of the people, " though 
Abraham knoweth us not, and Israel doth not acknowledge 
us." * He reserved this people for Himself when He assigned to 
the other nations the host of heaven.^ For Israel's sake God 
arranged and guided these peoples. And His honour is closely 

1 Deut. vi. 4, ix. 1, xx. 8, xxvii. 9. In like manner, as Guthe admirably 
insists, Jeremiah lays special emphasis on the conception of the covenant. 
Censure and favour are given primarily to the congregation of the people as the 
lArty responsible for the covenant. 

2 Ps. Ixxiii. 1, 15. » Ps. 1. 5 (cxvL 16). * B. J. Ixiii. 16. 
« Deut. iv. 7, 19, 20, vii. 6 (a holy people) ; Ps. cxlvii. 19 f. 
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bottnd up with Israel ^ who is a stranger and sojourner with 
Him.^ God loved Israel but slighted Esau.^ The heathen who 
are at war with the people are God's enemies. Their land is a 
polluted land/ In a word there is no salvation except by 
means of the fellowship with God which has been bestowed 
on Israel, in virtue of which He encompasses His people 
with the same covenant love with which in the days of old He 
brought them out of Egypt** 

It is certainly right, therefore, to ascribe to the pre-exilic 
period, and especially to the prophetic, a restriction of salva- 
tion to Israel — in other words. Particularism. If we here 
leave out of consideration, as is only fair, philosophical or 
purely moral development, then in point of fact we must 
restrict to Israel whatever real religious fellowship there was 
before the time of Christ with Jehovah, the God who was 
seeking to found the kingdom of God. No Old Testament saint 
could, without being false to his own faith, conceive of religious 
fellowship with Jehovah being possible or even practicable 
in heathen religiona That this restriction could not last, the 
prophets were well aware. But that salvation would develop 
into XTniversalism remained, in the first instance, a hope for 
the futura Of course it never occurred to any prophet or 
saint in Israel to consider all the heathen as individually 
irreligious and doomed to eternal punishment. A saint before 
Ezra's time would not even have understood the question 
involved in such statements. 

5. It was only in post-exilic times that national pride made 
Israel take up a really stiff and arrogant attitude towards the 
"godless" heathen world. Then, in consequence of the 

» B. J. xlr. 4, 13 ; Dent. ix. 28 (Num. xiv. 18). • Ps. xxxix. 18. 

* Certainly first in Malachi, and so ont of an age which emphasises these 
reUtions in a more one-sided fashion (L 2, ii. 5, of. Deut xxi. 15, xxir. 3). 
Elsewhere the positive side at least is expressed jnst in this way, e.g, Ps. 
xItIL 6. 

* Amoe Tii. 17 ; Hob. ix. 8 ; Fb. Ixriii. 2 f. (Ixvi. 8, 7, Ixxiv. 4, 23, Ixxxiu. 8). 

* Deut. XXX. 16 f., xxxiii 29 ; Jer. xxi. 8, xxxi. 8 ; B. J. xL 10, 27, xli. 8, 
xliii 4, 22, xliv. 1, xlv. 4 f., 18, etc. 
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national hauteur which the keenness of their religious con- 
sciousness fostered, and of the energy with which they kept 
off a hostile world, there grew up a genuine hatred of the 
foreigner. In the times of living religious progress there 
were many barriers in the way of an exaggerated national 
sentiment. Pre-exilic Israel was never very anxious to 
cut itself off from intercourse with foreign nations. The 
prophets directed their eloquence much more against the 
world within Israel than against the world without. And 
although in the ideal which it hoped for, Israel clung resolutely 
enough to the thought of becoming a ruling nation, neverthe- 
less it admitted all mankind, in a tolerably large-hearted 
fashion, to communion with God, and never dreamed of 
bringing them by force within the pale of Jewish nationality. 
It was otherwise in the second Jerusalem.^ A community 
had returned home which, so far at least as creed and loyalty 
to law were concerned, was practically perfect. And although 
a new purification was soon enough seen to be necessary,^ 
still this Israel, at any rate in comparison with the heathen, 
was quite fit to represent a nation of righteous men. Even 
on the historical side the incomparable dignity of the people 
becomes more and more manifest. " Touch not mine anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm," is the motto of Israel's history.^ 
Israel is God's turtle-dove.^ Israel's land is *' the glorious 
land." ^ The Israelites are the saints of God,^ and are com- 
pared with the host of heaven.^ For their deliverance the 
most unheard-of wonders must take placa^ Their sufferings 
are simply to try them.^ To dress up in legendary fashion 

^ Duhm, p. 146. "One mast of course distinguish between the natural 
Particularism of Zachariah and the abstract Particularism of Judaism ; for the 
former is capable of opening out into a higher development, the latter is pur- 
posely closed against every new element, and once it has taken up a position it 
consciously persists in keeping it. 

» Rg, MaL iii. 1 ff. » Ps. cv. 15 (87) ; 1 Chron. xvL 22. 

* Ps. Ixxiv. 1-3, 19. « Dan. viii. 9, xi. 16, 41. 

« Dan. vii. 18, 21, 25, 27, viii. 24, xU. 7. ' Dan. viii. 10. 

8 Dan. i. 16 ff., ii 25 ff. » Dan. xi. 35, xii. 10 f. 
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the marvellous success of the Jews among the heathen is a 
favourite subject of the books of narrative,^ and with this is con- 
nected the endeavour to get the God of Israel acknowledged 
and glorified even by heathen kings as the Most High 
God« 

And what the people hcul sufifered from the heathen, and 
what during the course of this period they suffered anew, 
developed their antagonism to the Gentiles into a bitter 
passion, such as had at least till then been witnessed only 
on rare occasions. National pride, and contempt for foreigners 
fanned this national hatred, this animosity against every- 
thing foreign. Kon-Israelite began to be synonymous with 
anti-Israelite. The heathen are God's enemies, a foolish 
peopla^ God is entreated to pour out His wrath upon the 
peoples that do not know Him, and to render unto them 
sevenfold.^ The land of the heathen is "the strange land 
where God's song cannot be sung." ^ In all such stories the 
adversaries of the Jews are brought to ignominy and 
ruin,* 

This tendency begins to manifest itself in the age 
immediately after Ezra. The exaggeration of the national 
idea led to the Samaritans being refused permission to help 
in rebuilding the temple.^ This made the rejected Samaritans 
" a sect " eager to injure to the utmost the rising community,® 
and objects of such bitter hatred that even the gentle son of 
Sirach lets it master him.^ This circumstance has a very marked 
effect upon the whole tone of Chronicles. Of the northern 
tribes, under their own national monarchy, it has nothing to 
relata For a king of Judah to ally himself with a king of 
Ephraim is to commit a heinous sin, sure to be immediately 

1 Dan. iy. 5, 6, 15, y. 11, 14, 29, ii. 46, 48 ; Esth. ix. 1 ff. (2 Mace. iz. 37). 

« Dan. ii. 47, ia 26, 28-83, iv. 81-34, 1 ff., vi. 21, 27 ff. 

» Ps. Ixxiy. 10, 18, 22. < Pa. Ixxix. 6, 12. » Ps. cxxxviL 4. 

•Dan. iii. 22, yi. 24; Esth. viii. llff., ix. Iff., 19ff. 

' Ezra iy. 2 ; Neh. ii. 20. » Ezra iy. 2ff.; Neh. iv. 4f., ii. 19. 

•Je6.Sir..L 26. 

VOL. II. B 
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followed by misfortune.^ Amaziah has to disband the 
hundred thousand men of war whom he had hired out of 
the northern kingdom, because God has not chosen Ephraim. 
Elijah writes a threatening letter to Joram because he is acting 
like the royal house of Israel.^ This book takes for granted 
that all Israel proper was again subject to the later kings 
of Judah, so that the captivity in Babylon included all the 
twelve tribes.' This exaggerated feeling of nationality was 
also the cause of the foreign women being expelled, which 
is again historically connected with the growing strength of 
Samaritanism.* While the book of Buth speaks * quite frankly 
and with admirable affection of the Moabite ancestress of 
David, in the eyes of Ezra and Nehemiah marriage with 
women belonging to the neighbouring peoples, the Moabites 
being expressly included, was like union with the daughters 
of a strange god,* like a pollution of the holy seed. The 
congregation gets terribly anxious and dreads the very sorest 
punishment on account of this heinous sin. 

There may well have been at the bottom of both these 
rules a historical necessity, and the proper enough feeling 
that a perfectly pure people and perfectly pure religious 
customs had to be established in Israel All the same it 
was a decisive step towards the complete separation of 
Israel as a nation ; and the final reason of it was their 
own fickleness and poverty of spirit which made them 

1 2 Chron. xx. 85 ff., xxv. 8, xix. 2 ; cf. 1 Kings xxii. 49 ff. 
> 2 Chron. xxv. 7 ff,, xxi. 11 ff. 

• 2 Chron. xxx 5, 11, 18, xxxiv. 6, xix. 4 ; cf. Wellhausen, p. 195 ff. 
*Ezra ix. Iff., x. If.; Neh. xiii. 23 ff.; cf. Neh. ix. 2, x. 28, 30, xiii. 

28-30. 

» Ruth i. 4, 16, 22, ii. 2, 6, 21, iv. 5, 10, 18-22. Perhaps in the books of 
Jonah and Ruth we have actually a trace of opposition to the spirit which 
carried through the reforms of Ezra. For Kuenen is certainly right in thinking 
that aU the elements in Israel cannot have concurred willingly in this new line 
of action. (In the older legislative code only Canaanitish women are forbidden, 
not all foreign women without exception, Ex. xxxiv. 11, 16 ; Deut. vii. S, 
xxi. 11 ff.; cf. l^um. xii. 1.) 

• Cf. Mai. iJ. 11, 16. 
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unable longer to admit, in calm self-reliance, any foreign 
element 

In such songs as Ps. cxxxvii. we see how exaggerated was 
their hatred of the hostile heathen world, especially of Babylon, 
of Edom whom God has hated/ and later of Syria. In these 
psalms, doubtless, justifiable indignation against the enemies 
of God is strongly blended with the glow of human passion.' 
The clearest monument of this disposition is the book of 
Esther, which is certainly meant to express before everything 
else the religious conviction that God will protect His own, 
and bring to nought the wiles of man ; but at the same time 
it shows a depth of revengeful feeling against the enemies 
of the Jews and " such as sought their hurt," ^ and against 
the Amalekite Haman,^ which is only to be explained by an 
increasingly one-sided consciousness of national and religious 
antagonism. Malachi himself lays far stronger emphasis 
than did former ages, on Edom's permanent rejection, and on 
God's hatred of this people, and its '^ border of wickedness."^ 
In later times the brunt of indignation naturally falls on the 
party in Israel itself that is friendly to the heathen, the 
robbers, those who forget the covenant.^ 

We are thus clearly on the road to ''the Judaism that 
hates humanity." But running alongside of it there is also 
another road that leads to a world*religion« Many circles 
show a marked indifference to everything national. This 
is the case with the Preacher, and especially with the '' Greek 
party " in the wars of Independence. Jesus, the son of 

> Kal. i. 8. 

' Vers. 7, 8, 9 ; cf. cxxxiz. 21 f. ; Ezra iv. 2 ; Neb. xiii. 1, iv, 4 fll 

• Erth. Yiu. 11, 18, ii. 1-16 (19-82 ; cf. Dan. vi. 24). 

* Esth. viii. 3, 6, iv. 24. 

* Hal. i 2-4. His oondemnatioii of marriage with foreign women (iL 11 ff.) 
18 also striking in view of his admirable tenderness towards the women of Israel 
(▼era. 1 4 ff. )• It is also to be noticed how the kindly attitude of the Deuteronomist 
to Edom and Moab (|1. 29) gives place in the later historical accounts to quite 
different yiews. (Num. zxi. ff.) 

• Dan. zi 14, 80, 82 ; cf. 1 Mace. L 11-84, ii. 44, iU. 6, 8. 
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Sirach too, and the book of Wisdom, although neither of them 
is wanting in vivid expressions of national feeling and 
pride,^ are nevertheless, on the whole, getting nearer to the 
humane views of Universalism. The distinguishing mark 
of the children of God is not so much descent from 
Abraham as the being filled with wisdom from above, and 
with uprightness. And although Philo still holds firmly to 
the idea that revelation in Israel is the real centre around 
which salvation develops, and although he hopes for a final 
glorification of his own people,* nevertheless, on the whole, 
his moral standpoint is of such a character that what is 
specially Jewish has scarcely any importance attached 
to it. 

But the real strength of the religious development obviously 
lay in the other direction, viz. in a one-sided emphasising of 
the national spirit and its antagonism to other nations, and « 
especially to hostile neighbours. In Baruch ^ and the book 
of Tobit^ this feeling is strongly marked, but it is still 
expressed in an Old Testament spirit The books of the 
Maccabees give expression throughout to the fierce zeal of a 
desperate religious war in which, as a matter of course, these 
feelings of antagonism are intensified.^ According to the 
Greek Ezra, the Edomites are already represented as the 
real destroyers of the temple.® According to Enoch, Israel 
is the best part of mankind,^ and the children of Israel are 
spoken of as "the elect." ^ But, above all, the book of 
Judith shows how relentlessly the hatred of strangers was 
fostered. The bloody deed at Shechem,^ though censured 
in the Old Testament, is for Judith a praiseworthy act 
against strangers. Simeon and Levi are God's well-beloved 

^ Jes. Sir. xrii 14 ff., xxxvi 1. 26 ; WiBdom of Solomon, zvii.-xix. 

» Philo, 727, A, B ; 824, D ; 826, B ; 886, C ; 910 ff., 980 ff., 937, A. 

» Bar. iii 36, iv. 1 ff. * Tob. L 1 ff., xiiL 6, xiv. 7. 

" 2 Mace yiii. 82, zL ; 3 Mace. vi. 8 f. * Ezra gr. iv. 85. 

7 Enoch zx. 5 (Michael is set over them). 

^ Enoch xxxviiL 5, xxxix. 6 ff., Ixi. 4, etc ' Qen. zxxiv. 
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Bons, zealous for the honour of ^ehovah.^ The heathen, who 
withstand the race of Israel, are given over to a curse ; and 
indeed it is only from this point of view that the conduct 
of Judith can be regarded as moraL^ Achior, the pious 
heathen, who appears in the book, gets himself circumcised 
as a proselyte, and is then adopted as one of the chosen 
people.' 

This tendency, fostered by the mysterious books, Daniel, 
Enoch, and Ezra,^ and embodied most distinctly in Pharisaism, 
became more and more a national passion, a feeling of 
contemptuous hatred for all strangers as ''godless/' The 
people assumed more and more the rdle of a nation 
hostile to humanity. The wild enthusiasm displayed in 
the wars against Bome, and the mad fanaticism of the 
"zealots," are the strongest outbursts of this disposition. 
What had been in the rude ages of antiquity the natural 
though rough expression of theocratic feeling became, in these 
days of high culture, a sentiment artificially fostered, and 
running directly counter to all the other currents of human 
development 



CHAPTER IL 

THB CHARACTER OF ISRAEL'S CONSCIOUSNESS OF SALVATION. 

LiTERATUitE. — Diestel, " Die Idee der Gerechtigkeit im Alton 
Testamente" (Jahrb. /. detUsche Theologie, 1860, iL 176 flf.). 
Hermann Schultz, " Ueber die Gerechtigkeit aus dem Glauben 
im Alten und Neuen Testamente " {Jahrb. /. deutsche Theologie, 
1862, 510 fit). Hofmann, Schrijibeyms, L 581 flf.; A. 

^ Judith ix. 2 If. « Judith xvi. 17. » Judith xiv. e. 

^ In the Psalms of Solomon this sentiment is particularly prominent (vii. 8 f., 
Tiii 41, iz« 16, xiL 7, xiv. 8, xviiL 1 ff. 4). In the Fourth Book of Ezra the 
passages vi. 65-58, xiii. 89, are to be noted as expressions of a growing anxiety 
for Israel's purity. 
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Ortloph, "TJeber den Begriff von PIV und den wurzelver- 
wandten Wortem im 2. TL d. Propheten Jesaiah " {Zettsch. 
f. luth. Theol 1860, 401 ffi). Emil Kautzsch, "Ueber die 
Derivate des Stammes piv im alttestamentlicben Sprachge- 
brauche." Tubingen 1881 {Festschrift, 6 Marz). 

1. In the earlier writings of the Old Testament no one, 
who takes into account the general character of the piety 
described in them, will expect to find any theory as to an 
Israelite's real relation to God in regard to salvation, that is 
based either on philosophical self-examination or on theo- 
logical reflection. The Israelite, who lived according to the 
ordinances and customs of his people, certainly believed 
without further doubt in his own " righteousness." But even 
the prophetic period ofiers us nothing which in any way 
reminds us of the terminology of Paul in regard to the 
righteousness of man before God, or even of that of the 
scribes in Israel contemporary with him. Peace of con- 
science is quite frankly based on direct consciousness of 
fellowship with God. Where human righteousness is spoken 
of, the word either declares, in regard to a particular case, that 
the person is in the right, that he has given no reasonable 
ground for hostility being displayed towards him;^ or else 
it is intended to assert that he occupies the right moral 
and religious standpoint, that he carefully abstains from 
wickedly transgressing the great ordinances of human and 
divine justice, and in a word that he is not one of " the evil- 
doers."^ In this way the writers of the prophetic period 
speak of " the righteous '' as a class of men distinct from the 
ungodly. They even describe the people of Israel itself by 

' Gen. xxzyiii. 26 ; 1 Sam. xziv. 18 ; *2 Sam. xiz. 29, iv. 11 ; 1 Kings ii. 32 ; 
cf. 2 Kings X. 9 ; Ps. lix. 4 f., cvi. 81. (The idiom in 2 Sam. xix. 29, "What 
right have I more, t.e. wherewith can I justify myself further ? '*) 

• The opposite of D'»yBn, e,g. Gen. xviiL 23, 24, 28, xx. 4, cf. vi. 9, viL 1 ; 
Ps. vii. (4 f.) 9, xviii. 21, 25, xL 3, 6 ; 2 Sam. iv. 11. Thus, even in reference 
to God, it is said quite frankly, Ex. ix. 27, " Jehovah is the p^^Vj and I and my 
people are the D^If(Sn/' that is. He is right, and we are wrong. 
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tbis word, in opposition to the Gentile world and its hostility 
to the kingdom of God.^ But generally they contrast the 
righteons in Israel itself with the wicked. In their mouth the 
word refers less to a definite relation to particular statutes, 
than to " goodness and truth/' and loyal obedience to God. 
In the language of the prophets, those Israelites are called 
righteous who take up a right position to God's revealed will ; 
who, from an honest regard for God and their neighbour, obey, 
alike in their willing and doing, the divine commandments. 
Accordingly, during all the time before Ezra, the phrase, a 
" righteous " man, continued to mean in Israel pretty much 
the same thing ; ' although of course in the earliest times more 
value was attached to a blameless following of popular reli- 
gious customs, while the prophets, on the other hand, are never 
tired of insisting that the grand principles of morality are 
the chief condition of righteousness. Hence the use of a 
great variety of words in practically the same sense, e.g, 
upright, perfect, with clean hands, pious, pure, prudent' Of 
course, in all cases in which it is a question of divine or 
human judgment, *' to justify " means '' to give a formal 
verdict that the person is innocent, is in the right," never 
** to effect in him a moral reformation." He is righteous before 
God who is found to act in conformity with His will> Hence 
it may also be said that a certain kind of conduct, e.g. the 

^ Hab. i. 4, 18 ; Ezek. tu. 21 ; Ps. cxviii. 15, 20. 

* Thia is proved by passages like x. 2, 3, 6» 11, 20, 24 f. 28, zi. 4, 5, 8, 9 f., 
xii. 5, 18, 21, 2«, 28, xiiL 5, 6, 9, 21 f., ziv. 82, 34, xv. 9, xviiL 10, zxi. 
12, 26 ; Fb. viL 4. 

» nc^, Ps. viL 11, xL 2, 7 ; Prov. xi 6, xir. 11. D^Dn, P*. xviiL 24, 26 ; 
Prov. xL 5. Dn^3, Ps. xviii. 25. *1^Dn, the meaning of which certainly 
seems to have oscillated between ''he who possesses the attribute *1Dn, 
pins,'* and ''he who experiences the *iDn of God towards himself, the 
beloved of God" (Ps. xviiL 26, xxxii. 6, cf. iv. 4, xvi. 10, xxx. 5). — *i^, 
Ps. xviii. 27. p3:, Prov. xvL 21 (Ps. xxxi. 20, 24, xxxvL 11, xli. 18, Ixiv. 
5, 11, xevii. 11, cxi 1, oxxv. 4, cxL 14, cxlix. 1 ; Prov. ii. 20 f.) ; of. Lev. 
six. 86 f.« where prry denotes the right measure in all forms of business. 

* Ex. xxii 8, xxiii. 7 f. ; 2 Sam. zv. 4 ; Prov. xvii. 15. SpeciaUy ohancteristic 
Are Isa. v. S3 ; Job ix. 20, 29, x. 2, 15, xL 2, xiil 18, xv. 6, zxvii 5, xxxii fl^ 
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faith of Abraham in the divine promise, was accounted unto 
him for righteousness.^ 

2. Such being the meaning of the word " righteous " it is 
easily understood that righteousness and sinlessness, in the 
strict sense, have nothing to do with each other.^ The 
Israelite is in a position in which forgiveness of sins and 
mercy are combined, in which therefore eveiy one who does 
not give up that position may be called righteous in spite of 
the sin which springs from human weakness. The same Job 
whom God calls righteous, and who maintains with the utmost 
resolution his own righteousness, admits youthful sins.^ All 
call themselves, without the slightest hesitation, righteous, 
who are in earnest in keeping God's commandments, who 
strive after righteousness, seek God, hold aloof from idolatry, 
unchastity, oppression, robbery, usury, — ^in a word from every- 
thing which is folly in Israel. Consequently, the men whom 
the Old Testament terms righteous, and who, in fact, call 
themselves so in relation to God,^ are not on that account 
thought of as free from human weakness or even from 
heinous sin. The singer of Ps. zxxii has no hesitation in 
classing himself with the righteous and godly, and yet a 
grievous sin had long lain heavy upon him.<^ David is by no 
means represented as sinless ; but he speaks with the utmost 
confidence of his righteousness, of the cleanness of his 

xxziy. 5, 29 ; Deut. xzv. 1, B. J. 1. 8 ; 1 Kings viiL 82 ; 2 Chron. tL 28 ; Fs. 
xxxvii 83, xciv, 21 (Ps. v. 11 D^B^KM)* The purely forensic meaning of 
pnvn and y^fi^hil is for the whole of the Old Testament beyond qaestion. 

Only in B. J. liii. 11 is the word (construed with 7 instead of the Aoc.) to be 
understood as meaning " to make just by reforming " (Dan. xii. 8). 

1 Gen. xy. 6 (3^n). ' Not tiU Ecol. vii. 20 is the word so used. 

» Job i. 1, 8, 22, ii. 3, vi. 10. 29, x. 6, xii. 6, xiii. 23, xvi. 11, 17, xvii. 2, xxiu. 
10 ff., xxvii 2, xlii. 7, cf. vii. 21, x. 14, xiii. 26, xiy. 4 (2 Sam. xiii. 12, 18). 

* Gen. vi. 9, vii. 1 ; Ps. vii. 9, xviii 21, 25 (xvii 8 f.). For the later period, 
cf. Deut. vi. 26, xxiv. 13. 

^ This is evident from ver. 6, where from what has happened to himself be 

draws an inference as to TDn"73, cf. Ps. xxxL 2, 11, xii. 5, 18, xxxviii. 4, 
16, 19, xL 9| 18. The confession in Ps. Ixix. 6, 8, might be intended as 
ironical. 
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hands.^ The forgiveness of sin honestly repented of, and 
expiated according to the divine ordinances, is one of the main 
principles of the religious consciousness of Israel. Hence, as 
soon as a sin has been atoned for by repentance, it does not pre- 
vent the person being reckoned among the righteous. In their 
relations with God, such saints trust to this righteousness of 
theirs, and expect Him to recompense them according to their 
righteousness, according to the cleanness of their hands ; ' to 
deliver them in conformity with His righteousness, and not 
for His mercy's sake. They emphasise their righteousness 
in a fashion which often pains a Christian, and as to which 
Lutz says, not without reason, that it is " an impure expres- 
sion of the consciousness of life by grace."' The mercy and 
the righteousness of God are not represented as at variance with 
each other. On the contrary, it is impossible to conceive of 
God being righteous to men without being merciful. Now 
where there is a covenant, forgiveness of failings not due 
to an evil will is a constituent part of righteousness. His 
covenant pledges God to defend those who are true to Him 
from the assaults of His enemies.^ But certainly there 
was wanting in ancient Israel the anxious and unsettling 
apprehension of personal sin, characteristic of the Levitical 
period, no less than that deep consciousness of personal guilt 
and unworthiness which the ideal of true humanity, realised 
and manifested in Christ, awakens in a Christian. And 
although in the later period, especially in the last century 
before the Exile, the mood of joyous self-satisfaction gave 
place among the better portion of the people to a 
decidedly penitential frame of mind, nevertheless the con- 
sciousness was never altogether lost that, by honest loyalty to 

» P». vii. », xviiL 21, 25 (1 Sam. xx?i 28). 

« Pi. xviii. 21 ff., 26, cf. 26, 81 ; Ps. Tii. 9, cf. 10 ; 1 Sam. xxvi. 23 ; Pa. 
Ixxi 2, Ixxiv. 20 ; Isa. xxxviii. 8. 

» Pa. xxvi 1, 2, 6, 11, xxxv. 24, xli. 18, xHr. 18, 21, cxix. 121 ; 2 Kings 
zx. 2 f. ; Job xvi. 17. 

* Pa. Uy. 7, Ivii, 4. 
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the divine will, every Israelite can be righteous.* Only in 
the congregation of the second temple does the mood alter- 
nate between an over-strained repentance, which is meant, 
as such, to secure God's favour, and a self-righteousness which 
is founded on obedience to a purely external form of the 
divine wilL 

Thus the Old Testament knows of an nctwally present 
rigJUeousness. Even in the darkest periods of the national 
life ** a race," a homogeneous society of " righteous " men, is 
found in contrast with ''the wicked" and ''the apostate."^ 
But, of course, any one who belongs to this society may fall, 
by his own sin, into the company of evil-doers; and it 
is befitting the humility of man to pray that God will 
preserve him from such temptation as would be too strong 
for human power and might hurry him into positive wicked- 
ness.' When the God who directs the world justifies a man, 
He does so by giving him success in life. Consequently, 
in many of the prophets, especially in the exilic Isaiah, 
the righteousness which God bestows on men is so spoken of 
that the word is quite synonymous with " salvation," " help." * 

3. When we turn to the Old Testament with the grand 
fundamental question of every religion, " Wherewith is man 
to obtain the favour of God ? " we must expect to get an 
answer, not so much from particular statements in connection 
with the word " righteous " as from the general view of the 
main principles on which the Old Testament salvation is based. 

Unquestionably every view of salvation that can be con- 

^ Even in Ps. zviiL 22, we nmst take "the ways of JehoFah" and ''His 
statutes'* in this sense, viz. " to be perfect in relation to Him." 

» P8. i. 5ff., V. 18, xxxi. 19, xxxiii. 1, xxxiv. 16, xxxvii. 16 f., 21, 26, 29, 
89, liL 8, Iv. 28, Iviii. 11 f., Ixir. 11, Ixviii. 4, Ixxii. 7, xeiv. 21, xcvii. 11, 
cxxY. 8, cxl. 14, cxliL 8, cxlvL 8; Pror. xxy. 26, xxviii 1, xxix. 7 (Ps. 
cxix. 63). 

' Ps. xix. 14, cxxv. 8 (in both cases an entreaty to be preserved from the 
rale of evil-doers, whioh brings with it terrible temptation, not from ''pre- 
sumption"), cxli. 8, cxliu. 2 ; of. Ezek. iil 20 f„ xviii. 24, 26, xxxui. 12 f. 

* B. J. xlL 1, 10, xlii. 21, xlv. 8, li. 5f., IvL 1, liv. J4, 17, Ivii. 12, lix. 9, 
11, Ixi. 8, 10, Ixii. 1 ; cf. Micah vL 6, vii. 9 ; Ps. Ixxi. 15, xxii. 32. 
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ceived of in Israel must be traced back to the free grace and 
goodness of God* According to the old book of the covenant, 
it is God who chooses the people as His people. He has no 
need of Israel. All the earth is His. Hence, exercising the 
right of an absolute ruler. He can, of His own free will, 
choose for Himself His own peculiar people.^ By His 
mighty deeds He first ransomed, redeemed, and rescued ^ this 
people for Himself. He became their Physician.^ On this 
mighty act of deliverance the whole relationship of salvation 
is based.^ And all who nan*ate the history of Moses 
proceed on the conviction that the people in itself was not 
worthy of such preference.* Accordingly, there is no mention 
anywhere of a salvation due to the merits of the people, to 
a "righteousness of their own." The proverb still holds, 
" By strength shall no man prevail." ^ The religious tone of 
B's narrative gives this conviction the utmost prominence. 
After the fall Adam, though condemned, is shown mercy both 
by word and deed.^ The first mother, in the hour of her 
sorrow, knows of God the helper.® Noah finds grace in the 
eyes of God.^ Abraham is called away from his father's 
house and guided onwards by God. He receives ever higher 
and higher promises, and hands down the divine favour to 
his descendants.^^ At last, in Moses, this favour is experienced 
by the people as the people of God. 

Of this mercy of God all the writers speak gladly and 

> Ex. xix. 5. " ^W, njp, me, Ex. XT. 13, 16 (xix. 4). 

» Ex. XV. 26. 

* It is in fact to make tlie people a choeen people (Ex. xx. 2). 

' S.g. Num. xi., xii., xvi., xx., etc * 1 Sam. 11. 9. 

' Gen. Hi. 15, 21. 

' Oen. It. 1. (The sentence mrPTlK C^K ^n^3p cannot mean, '*! have got 
a man, Jehovah," as if the mother recognised God in her first-bom, or even 
the Fulfiller of Gen. iii. 15. As little can it mean, "I have got him for 
Jehovah,'* as if she had thereby obtained, as it were, a pledge of His favour. 
It simply mAns, on the analogy of Mlcah Hi. 8, I have got a man (t.e. a man- 
child on whioh the mother's joy lays special emphasis) with Jehovah, t.e. by 
the help of Jehovah. 

' Gen. vi 8. ^ Gen. xii., xv., xviiL xxii, xxvi., xxvill. 
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emphatically. "To humble myself before the God who 
chose me is all too little for me," says David ; and 
in his prayer he extols the exceeding goodness of God.^ 
That it was not the might of man but the mercy of God 
that did the deeds of salvation is often stated with emphasis 
in the historical narratives. The great mass of the army 
must be sent home by Gideon, that Israel may not ascribe 
to its own martial prowess what the wonderful mercy of God 
achieves.* So it is said in the song of Deborah : " Since the 
rulers rule in Israel, and the people offer themselves willingly, 
praise ye the Lord ; " and " There was neither shield nor sword 
among forty thousand in IsraeL"* And the royal anthem 
sings : " Some trust in chariots, and some in horses, but we 
will make mention of the name of Jehovah our God." * God's 
grace is perfectly free and depends solely on His own being. 
He has mercy on whomsoever He will,*^ and whosoever is to 
live, him He writes in His book.* Hence, with all the joy 
which the consciousness of being righteous causes, humility is 
the key-note of Israel's piety. "I am not worthy of the 
. least of all the mercies, and of all the truth which thou hast 
showed unto Thy servant." ^ 

This humble consciousness of God's mercy meets us equally 
in all the prophets, from Amos to Zechariah, becoming always 
clearer and deeper. God chose the people freely, for the 
fathers' sake, as it runs in Deuteronomy.^ It pleased Him, 
for His righteousness' sake, — that is, in order to reveal those 
statutes of His that bring salvation,® — to magnify the law and 
make it honourable. It was not any special virtue, goodness, 
or wisdom, in Israel that influenced Him. On the contrary, 
the people was a sinful people.^® This is everywhere the 

1 2 Sam. vi. 21 flf., vii. 18 f., 27. * Judg. vii. 2ff. 

» Judg. V. 2, 8 ; 1 Sam. ii. 9. * Ps. xx. 8. 

» Ex. xxxiii. 19. • Ex. xxxii. 88. ' Gen. xxxii. 10. 

« Ps. cv. 8ff.; Deut. viL 8, ix. 5, 27, iv. 37, x. 14 f., xxxiii, 8. 

• B. J. xlii. 21. 

w Deut. vii. 7f., viU. 14, 17, ix. 4f., x. 14 f.; cf. ix. 6, 18. 
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utterance of the truly pious : '' Not unto us, Lord ; not unto 
us, but unto thy name give the glory." ^ And the watchword 
is : " Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit" * 

God found Israel like a deserted child, given over to 
death.' He redeemed him ;^ nay. He was the first to create, 
that is, form him into a people.'^ He found Israel like 
grapes in the wilderness. He drew him to Himself like a 
son with the cords of love.^ He begat him as His son, so 
that even the individual members of the people are His 
children.^ He chose him as His inheritance,' His peculiar 
treasure,* His spouse,^^ His priest, and His anointed,^ His 
Jeshurun.^ He carried him from the womb,^ drew him with 
bands of love,^* wrote out for him laws innumerable,^ put His 
Holy Spirit within him,^' led him into Canaan,^^ the land of 
rest, planted him there as a noble vine ^ of the right sort, 
that is, one that will not beUe expectation, bore him aloft on 
His wings as an eagle its young.^* " They are My people," 
saith God, "children that will not lie." ''In all their 
afiOiction, He was afflicted." ^ 

And this relation did not change. God's love did not 
forsake Israel; nor did Israel ever find God fail to keep 
His part of the covenant He was always ready to help, 
and was only prevented by Israel's faithlessness. Even 

* Pb. cxt. 1. " ZecK iv. 6 ; Pi. cxlvii. 10. 

» Eiek. xtL 1 ft * B. J. xxxy. 10 (Is. xxix. 22). 

« a J. zliiL 1, 15, 21, xUr. 2, 21, liv. 5 (Hos. viii. 14). 

* Deut L 81, viii 6 ; Hob. viiL 14, xL 1 ; Isa. L 2 ; Jer. iii. 4, 19, 
zxxi. 9, 20 f. (Ps. Ixxx. 16, IxxiiL 15). 

' B,g, Hob. iL 1 ; B. J. xlv. 11, xliiL 0. 

* Dent iy. 20, ix. 29, xiv. 21 ; 1 Kings viii. 51, 58 ; Jer. xii. 7 ; B. J. 
xlyii. 6 ; Pb. zxyiiL 9, xxxiii. 12, Ixxyiii 71, xciy. 5, 14. 

' Pb. cxxxt. 4. ^ Hob. L-iii. ; Ezek. xvi 8ft, xxiii. 4. 

" HoB.iy. 6; Hab. iii 18. 

^ P'tC^t A pot name formed from *^B^ (Dent xxxii 15, xxxiii 5, 26). 
» B. J. xlyi 8. " Hob. xi 8ff. » Hob. viii 12. 

" B. J. Ixiii 11. ^ Hob. ii 18f.; Dent xii. 9). 

" Jer. ii. 21 (laa. y. 1ft). » Deut. xxxii 10 f. (Hab. iii 19). 

^ B. J. Ixiii. 8, 16 (for K^ read 1^); cf. AmoB ii 9i; Jer. xiy. 8; Zech. 
ii. 12 (Jer. ii 8 ; Pb. cxxiy. 1). 
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M^hea He punished, it was a father's loving hand that 
smote. He is always a Fountain of living waters to His 
people.^ Such love does not fail Even to hoary old age 
will God bear His once-loved people. They are still His 
well-beloved. His anointed, His servant whom He has 
chosen.^ Israel dare not complain that his way is hid 
from God.* This enduring love of God, on which all 
hope for the future is built, is like the earlier love out of 
which arose the people's estate of salvation — free, unmerited 
grace. God saves Israel, not because the people had honoured 
Him, but in spite of their having grieved Him with their 
sins.* He saves them for His own sake, for His oum name!s 
sake, that is, because His revelation and His purposes of 
salvation are bound up with this people.^ 

This belief that God's covenant love for Israel will out- 
live all His wrath is the key-note of the prophetic method 
of writing history. Such history is not the product of a 
definitely thought out pragmatism like that of the Levitical 
age. But just as little is its highest aim the ascertainment 
of facts. It is the expression of the belief that God is the 
life of His people, and His love the immovable foundation- 
stone both of their present and their future ; that the people 
may have deserved nothing but wrath and punishment, but 
that God's mercy is greater than Israel's sin. 

Consequently, in Israel, righteousness depends wholly on 
God's free grace,^ This free grace has laid the foundations of 
holiness with its treasures of redemption and reconciliation, 

1 Ho8. vii. 18 ; Deut. viil. 6 ; Micah vL 8ff.; Jer. ii. 5, 18 f., 81. 
« B. J. xliii. 4, xlvL 4, IxiL 5, IxiiL 16; cf. xlL 8f., xlii. 18, xliii. 8, 10, 
xlv. 4ff., xlvi. 8 ; Jer. zzz. 10, etc. 
» B. J. xl. 27 f., 1. 2, xUx. 14, lix. 1. 

* B. J. xlviu. 8, xliu. 22 ff. 

* B. J. xUii. 21, 26 ff., xlviii 9, 11 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 22. (That God's honour 
is inyolvod with Israel's destiny appears indeed as the main argument in the 
prayer of Moses, Num. xiv. 13 ff.). 

* ina Deut vii. 7 f., XTP in the sense of " choose " (Gen. xviii 19) ; Amos 
iiL 2 ; Hos. ziiL 5. 
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with all the good things, the eojoyment of which makes every 
son of Israel happy. The individual is, according to the 
view of the whole Old Testament, the object of divine love 
simply and solely as a meviber of this community, because of 
the love which God cherishes towards Israel, His first-bom 
son. Hence his estate of salvation depends entirely on the 
gracious acts by which God has called this community into 
being. Nor is it due to any merit of his that he is 
personally a member of this community, that being, in no 
sense, the result of a definite moral act. He is simply born 
into it, and receives the covenant- mark of circumcision 
without any co-operation of his own. There is thus no act 
of a moral kind, such as would have been possible, had he 
been among another people and of another religion. The 
first commandment runs: ''Thou shait have no other God 
but the One who brought Ismel out of Egypt." Hence 
Israel has no righteousness of his own, but only a righteous- 
ness bestowed by God and due to His free grace.^ 

4. The divine life communicated by grace can be received 
by faith alone. Hence, in the Old as in the New Testament, 
faith is the subjective condition of salvation. Nowhere in 
the Old Testament, it is true, is there found any doctrine of 
justification by faith. The idiom is eveiywhere perfectly 
elastia As one may speak of " trusting a man " * or " trust- 
ing in a man," ' so one may speak of trusting God, '' waiting 
upon Him," * " putting one's trust in Him," * " seeking refuge 
in Him." ^ But not one of these phrases is used in anything 

^ Even A does not overlook ibis grand fundamental pre - supposition, 
although he unquestionablj connects ''righteousness" much more closely with 
moral and ceremonial acts (Gen. yi ZTiL). 

' h rt3Kn» Gen. zIt. 26 ; Ex. iy. 8, 9 (the root-idea being that of holding 
''firm and sure") ; Deut L 82, iz. 23 ; cf. Ex. ziv. 81, ziz. 9. 

' 3 pOKn, Ex. zix. 9 (in regard to God ; cf. €,g. Num. ziv. 11, zz. 10, 
12 f.; Gen. zv. 6; 2 Kings zrii. 14; Ps. cyi 12; Ez. iy. 5; Num. ziy. 11), 

* b mp. • i>H, 3 n03, Ps. iy. 7, zzi. 8. 

• 3 non, Ps. yii. 2, zyiii. 8, 81, il 12, zyL 1. 
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like the Pauline sense of the word ''faith." And in the 
ages when religious diction is more highly developed, it is 
not essentially different from what it was at first. ** To put 
one's trust in God/'^ "to seek refuge in Him/' and "to 
trust in His word," * stand parallel to each other. Immov- 
able constancy and peace of mind,^ or the cleaving of the 
soul to God,^ is also emphasised. Other expressions give 
greater prominence to the hopeful side of faith, e.^. hoping 
in God,^ waiting for His salvation,^ hoping in His word,^ 
trembling in joyous hope and expectation at the word of 
His promise.^ In these words, assuredly, the essence of 
evangelical faith is described; not indeed in a theological 
setting, but by a simple emphasising of its most essential 
characteristics. The essence of faith on its subjective side is 
most comprehensively stated in the word " trust," taken quite 
absolutely.® 

That this faith alone is decisive of salvation is not expressly 
stated by most of the writers. And even those who think so 
rather leave it to be inferred from the facts than state it as a 
dogma. This is the case with B and C. The first rise of 
Adam and Eve, after the fall, is really an act of faith.^^ Noah 

* Ps. XIV. 1-8, xxvi. 1, xxxvii. 8, 6 (^), lii. 10, Ixii. 9, Ixxxiv. 18, 
Ixxxvi. 2, xci. 2, cxii 7, cxv. 9, cxxv. 1 ; 2 Kings xviii. 5 ; Prov. iii. 5, etc. 

' Ps. v. 12, xxxiy. 23, xx7. 20, IviL 2, Ixxi. 1, oxviii. 8 f. ; Prov. xxx. 5 ; 
Zeph. iu. 12 ; Nah. i. 7. 

' 'y\'DD, Ps. cxii. 8 ; B. J. xxyL 8, fl33, Ps. Mi. 8. Here belongs also 
the TO1DK of Hab. u. 4 (2 Kings xii. 16, xxii. 7, "loyalty and faith"). 

* 3 pTi, 2 Kings xviii. 6 ; cf. 3 pfiTH, Ps. xcL 14. 

^hy ^ mp (also 0"^? '^'ith ace. B. J. xl. 31) ; Ps. xxv. 21, xxvii. 14, 
xxxvii. 84, 3d. 2, cxxx. 5 ; of. xxxvii. 9, Ixix. 7 ; Hos. xiL 7 ; Lam. iii. 25 ; 
Isa. yiii. 17. 

' ^tV and ^mn, Ps. xxxiii. 18, xxxix. 8, xlii. 6, cxix. 74, cxxx. 5, 7, 
cxxxi. 8. 

^ nan, Zeph. iii. 8 ; Ps. xxxiii. 20 ; Isa. viiL 17, xxx. 18 ; B. J. Ixiv. 8 
(Dan. xii. 12). 

« Tin, Hos. xi. 11 ; B. J. Ixvi. 2, 5 (Deut i. 86, mn^ '•inK «^0). 

* Isa. viL 9, pDKn (Ex. iv. 81) ; Jer. iL 10 f. is interesting, because there 
an honest loyal t^, even to false gods, is reckoned to the (Gentiles as a virtue. 

w Gen. iii. 20, iv. 1. 
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is saved because he accepts in faith the warning given him by 
God, incredible though it was to the bodily senses.^ Abraham 
is from the first the hero of faith. By faith he quits his home 
to journey to a land that has not been so much as named, 
but to which God is to guide him.^ By faith he accepts the 
promise of what appeared impossible to the senses. " He be* 
lieved in Jehovah, and He counted it to him for righteousness." ' 
Sarah alone ventures to laugh, and to disbelieve the unprece- 
dented promise ; and even she wishes to deny this want of 
faiths Lot's rescue out of Sodom is due to faith. His relatives 
mock and perish. His wife looks behind her, and becomes a 
lifeless pillar.^ By faith Abraham is ready to give up the one 
visible pledge of God's promise, the son whom he had miracu* 
lously obtained.^ In short, his religious pre-eminence is due 
to faith. He is in very truth the " father of the faithful." Then, 
in spite of all his moral weakness, Jacob-Israel is in a very 
special degree a man of faith ; Esau being, in comparison with 
him, the sensualist who gladly surrenders the unseen salvation 
of the future for the lentil-pottage of the present.^ No other 
theory gives us the key to the two characters as sketched in 
B, C. By faith Moses has first a personal experience of 
salvation ; then by faith the people accept him, and by faith 
they become the people of God.® Thus faith is everywhere 
the foundation of salvation.* 

And as the salvation of the whole people rests upon this 
faith, so likewise no individual can embrace and retain this 

^ Gen. Til. 6. 

'Gen. ziL 1-4. In B, Oanaan is not named aa in A. It is merely "the 
land that I wiU ahow thee." In B the journey to Canaan is not, as in A, 
really a mere continuance of the journey already begun by Terah. The crisis 
of faith is purposely put in the very foreground. 

» Gen. XY. 6, C. * Gen. xviiL 12-15. » Gen. xix. 14, 17, 19, 2«. 

* Gen. xxii. 1, 12, 18. ^ E.g. Gen. xxv. 82 ff. ' Ex. iii. 11 ff. 

* Ex. iy. 1, 8 f. 31, xxiv. 8, 7 (xix. 8). How far this point of view is lost in 
A may be learned, e.g. by comparing the history of AbnJiam in A with that in 
B. But even A, of course, acknowledged faitii as the principle that savesi 
and unbelief as the piinciple that destroys (cf. on the one hand, Ex. vii. 6, 
ziv. 81, and on the other, Num. xi. 4, xiv. 11, xz. 10). 

VOL. n. 
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salvation except by faith. The Israelite finds himself placed, 
by birth and circumcision, in a circle well-pleasing to Grod. 
He has not to win for himself, by a sinlessness which the law 
nowhere requires of him, a relation to God void of reproach, or 
to merit salvation by earnest efforts of self-denial and deeds 
of high endeavour. Of asceticism this religion knows nothing. 
Even in the law, fasting occurs only as a preparation for the 
great day of atonement, or as a voluntary expression of peni- 
tence.^ All that is required, and all that the ** righteous " 
among this people ever show, is in truth an active faitL To 
surrender himself wholly and unreservedly to the Redeemer 
of Israel as his God, to accept the salvation embodied in the 
covenant as his salvation, to acknowledge and love the ordin- 
ances of life revealed in it as the ordinances of redemption ; in 
short, to acknowledge all the habits of life developed by the 
influence of the revelation and the sacred customs of Israel as 
those that should influence and govern his own life, to be 
convinced that thus only are true life, happiness, and salvation 
to be found, — ^all this is what makes a true Israelite. Without 
this faith there is no morality ; since faith in this God as the 
only God of salvation is the first commandment Without 
this faith, moreover, there is no atonement ; for all atonement 
is effected, not by human acts, but by ordinances and 
arrangements of divine grace. This fact is so fundamental 
that its influence is everywhere felt, even in the sacrificial 
ritual of A. Nay more, the smallest sin, if it be of the 
nature of rebellion, by which a person puts himself, through 
unbelief, beyond the pale of salvation, and declines to acknow- 
ledge Israel's salvation as his, is unpardonable. This is to 
despise God. So long as a person remains estranged from the 
will of God, he cannot obtain forgiveness. 

5. Accordingly, an Israelite's righteousness depends, not 
on his own merits, but on God's grace. And it is obtained, 
not by " works " or acts good in themselves, but by faith, the 

* Lev. xyi. 29, 81 ; Num. xxix. 7, xxx. 14. 
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only source from which good works can spring. But not till 
Israel's religion and nationality were in the utmost jeopardy, 
and the visible blessings of salvation were disappearing and 
perishing day by day, was a clear consciousness of the neces- 
sity of faith attained. In such times the personal relation of 
the people and of the individual to faith had necessarily to 
come to the front in quite a different fashion from what it did 
in the days when the national religion was being quietly devel- 
oped. In such times the saints had to turn with greater 
resolution from the visible blessings of salvation to the 
eternal invisible reality, or else to apprehend them as future 
blessings. Faith became the assurance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. Accordingly, it is not till 
the eighth century that we find justification by faith definitely 
taught by the poets and prophets. 

Faith is what the prophets require of the people as the 
necessary condition of salvation. "If ye will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be established." ^ In face of the world, 
with its power and glory, in face of vain self-confidence, the 
true Israel puts its trust in God, and lives by means of this 
steady, constant loyalty to Him.^ " Cursed be the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm ; blessed be the 
man that trusteth in God." ^ Deuteronomy specially censures 
the unbelief of the people,^ and insists that the aim of divine 
revelation is to awaken a faith which even signs and won- 
ders will not shake.^ Canaan is given to the people just 
because it is a land of faith, the prosperity of which remains 
continually dependent on the goodness of God in sending 
rain.^ And the exilic Isaiah especially demands of the people 

^ Isa. yiL 9, viii. 17, xxviii. 16 ; 2 Chron. xx. 20. 

3 Hab. ii. 4 ; Jer. y. 3 ; B. J. xxy. 9, xxvL 2, 8, 8 ; Pa. Ixii. 2, 6 (cf. Jer. 
xxxix. 18 ; B. J. 1. 10 ; Isa. xxx. 15). 

• Jer. XTiL 5, 7 ; Nah. i. 7 ; B. J. xlix. 23 ; Zeph. iii 8, 12. 

* Dent. L 32, ix. 23 (2 Kings xvii. 14). 

» Deut vii. 17 ff., viu. 8, xiu. 2 f., xxxii. 11, 89. 

' Deat. xL 10-1 7. This passage is of great interest, as showing ns the author's 
▼lew of the laws of nature, and his idea of miracles. 
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a firm convictioD of God's irresistible might, as well as of His 
inexhaustible covenant love.^ Hence the true Israel is the 
people of the poor and needy, who have their faith centred, not in 
themselves, but in God.' And as the psalms of the prophetic 
period testify to the blessedness of faith, the book of Job shows 
us that the inmost secret thereof is to keep hold of God, even 
where reason and human insight can no longer recognise Him. 

For the prophets' fedth throws itself, in the nature of things, 
more and more upon hope, upon the salvation of the future, 
rather than on that of the present, which is daily crumbling 
into ruins. The piety of the prophetic age, with the excep- 
tion of the last century before the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Exile, was certainly never what Christian people 
often imagine Old Testament piety to have been, — a piety 
that was absolutely dissatisfied with the present life, and 
concerned solely with the coming salvation. It is, however, 
the watchword and the mark of the saints "to wait upon the 
Lord, who has for the present hidden His face from both houses 
of Israel " ' — that is, in spite of God's apparent displeasure, to 
cling to His mercy in the futura God acts for him who 
waits upon Him, delivers him who calls upon His name, and 
never puts to shame such as hope in Him.^ Hence faith is 
the way of life ; he that putteth his trust in God shall inherit 
His holy mountain.* 

As faith is the cause of salvation, so unbelief is the cause of 
all Israel's misery .• It allows his convictions to be determined 
by what is material, by the power of the world, external mis- 
fortune, and a sense of his own strength ; it is faint-hearted 
doubt as to the power of God, or haughty defiance of His will. 

6. It in no way conflicts with the fundamental idea of 
Old Testament salvation, as we have just explained it, that 

1 B. J. xl. 28 flF., 1. 2, lix. 1 ; cf. xlix. 14 f., 1. 1 ff. 

« B. J. Ixvi. 2 f.; cf. Ps. xxii., Ixix., etc. 

' Isa. viii. 17 (even heathen lands ** wait upon Him," B. J. IL 6). 

* B. J. xlix. 23, Ixiv. 8 f.; Joel ii. 17 ; N«h. i. 7.  B. J. Ivii. 13. 

« Deut i 82, ix. 23 ; 2 Kings xvii. 14 ; Pa. IxxviiL 8, 19, 22, 82, etc. 
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in the book of the covenant, and also in Deuteronomy and 
the prophets, God lays moral injunctions on His people, and 
makes " life ** contingent on obedience to them. For that does 
not mean that the Israelite attains to an estate of salvation 
by his work. It is only on the ground of being already in an 
estate of salvation that such work is possible, and gets a real 
value. And, on the other hand, since the divine life is revealed 
in the human as determining the aim of the latter, it cannot 
be received in faith without at the same time binding the will ; 
that is, unless one honestly intends to take this revealed life 
as the rule of one's own life. No one can honestly enter into 
a covenant without intending to keep its conditions to the letter. 

Hence in Israel the law is certainly not, in the first instance, 
a mere demand of a moral kind, given to man as man. It 
is the unfolding of the divine life for this people and for 
this age. It is, in the first instance, a gift of grace. It 
shows the people a way of life which embraces and defines all 
the circumstances of their natural life. A non-Israelite or an 
unbeliever cannot fulfil it at all ; but a believer will not feel its 
restrictions irksome. In so far as he is a believing child of 
his people, he cannot for a single moment refuse to obey it^ 

We have here undoubtedly one of the main limitations of 
Mosaism. The individual demands for material holiness 
that were a living force among the people, and were after- 
wards codified in the law, did not in themselves stand in any 
direct relation to the fundamental thoughts which spring 
spontaneously out of fedth. Many single commandments are, 
at least when looked at from the outside, quite independent of 
faith. Faith, it is true, necessarily inclined a man to obey the law 
as a whole. But in many individual acts this inclination could 

' Such ia the relation, as expounded even in A. The covenant with Noah 
inclndes thehalloxving of haman life, and the prohibition of blood ; the covenant 
with Abraham includes ciroumcision and walking *' before God " (one is to think 
of God's eye being fixed npon one's path in life) (Gen. ix. 4 ff., xviL 1). And the 
covenant with Israel pledges the people to obey the principles of national holi- 
ness (Ex. XV. 26, xix. 5, xz. 1 ff.). 
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not work directly, but only indirectly, because such acts were 
habitual in Israel. In a perfect morality, however, every act 
must be directly due to heartfelt conviction. In this respect 
the prophetic period, in so far as it is influenced by the prophets 
themselves, shows us a decidedly higher stage. Inasmuch as 
morality is mainly traced back to the disposition as its centre, to 
goodness and truth, and the outward forms of it thrown quite 
into the background, it becomes a direct and necessary expres- 
sion of faith in the covenant God and in His goodness and truth. 
Works which are of any value at all become fruits of faith.^ 

The limitation just mentioned did not become an actual 
danger to the progress of religion, until the labours of the 
priestly lawgivers became national laws, and thus introduced 
an undue amount of Levitical ceremonial into the ordinary 
life of Israel. Then the hitherto natural externality of 
righteousness became conscious Pharisaism. In former 
days the prophets, from Amos to Jeremiah, had defended 
the religious and moral conception of Israel's calling 
against the external view held by the people, and afterwards 
against the exaggerated value which the priestly circles were 
beginning to attach to salvation by works. Isa. Iviii. still 
speaks quite in the tone of the great prophets. But after 
Ezra the centre of gravity becomes more and more displaced. 
The law had undergone a long and varied process of develop- 
menti and every Israelite of the later period thought it a 
divine. Mosaic unity. Everything had been worked into its 
great fundamental thoughts, and made organic, in order to 
express the one self-revealing life of the holy God. The taking 
out of a single stone made the whole temple totter. Everything 
was combined into a magnificent unity, that gathered the whole 
life of the people, its pettiest details as well as its greatest, 
around the one centre. And since, according to the main idea 
of the covenant, Israel was to be a holy people, that is, God's 
peculiar treasure, the whole law was regarded as a revelation 

^ 1 Sam. XT. 22 ; Jer. vii. 22. 
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of what befits such a people and is in keeping with the true 
character of its God. But this was in principle the transition 
from a religion of faith to a religion of legality, however cer- 
tain it may be, as numerous psalms prove, that the piety of 
many individual Israelites preserved them from it 

7. From this time onwards, this became more and more 
the ruling tendency. It was to the outward forms, ordinances^ 
and objects of worship, by which Israel was distinguished 
from the other peoples, that the religious community which 
inhabited the second Jerusalem attached the greatest interest 
and importance ; and the law, of which A is now the centre, 
is represented as practically identical with God's whole revela- 
tion to IsraeL In the holy Jerusalem, as the city is called 
on Maccabean coins, the objects of highest honour are the 
temple and its priesthood. The servants of God who stand 
by night in the house of God,^ the priests, — who were already 
beginning to be described as angels of God,' if indeed they 
were not thought of as being, at least relatively, exempt from 
human sin, — stand before every one elsa* And in direct oppo- 
sition to the noble spirit in which the prophets subordinate 
the sacred form to the spiritual meaning, such forms now 
begin to be placed in the foreground. Even Malachi, who 
otherwise still preaches pure prophetic morality,-— charity, 
fidelity, and godly fear,^ — and who, indeed, insists that the 
hard-hearted men who put away their wives cannot possibly 
ofiTer to God acceptable sacrifices,^ nevertheless denounces, in the 
strongest terms, the insufficiency of the offerings ; ^ and he is 
particularly severe on the priests for their careless and arbitrary 
performance of the sacred ritual^ The chief anxiety of these 

^ Ps. czzzir. 1. ' Mai. ii. 7 ; Eooles. y. 5. 

' Dsn. iz. 6, according to Hitzig ; to me the interpretation seems hazardous. 

« Mai. i. 6, iL 10, 16, iiL 4. • Mai. ii. 13 1 

* Mai. L 7-14, iii. 9 f. This emphasising of ** public worship," the cessation 
of which would be the heaviest misfortune that could befaU the country, is 
one of the features which point to the conclusion that the book of Joel should 
be assigned to this period (1. 9). 

7 Ezra it 86 fT., iii. 8 ft, viL 7, Tiii 15 ff., z. IS ; Neh. viii 1 ff., 14 if., iz. 4. 
13 ff., z. 81 ff., ziiL 15 ff. 
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men is about singers, doorkeepers, Levites, the proper observ- 
ance of feast days and Sabbaths, and the providing of abund- 
ant means for canying on public worship.^ The division of 
time is regulated by the morning and the evening sacrifice.' 
There are men regularly appointed to conduct the prayers of 
the congregation.^ In like manner, according to Daniel, the 
desecration of the golden vessels of the temple brings down 
judgment upon the Chaldean king> The consecration of the 
Holy of holies, and the offering of the daily sacrifice, form the 
turning point of the prophecy.' The unpardonable sin of 
Antiochus is the altering of times and statutes.^ 

In times of religious persecution, when the faithful 
observance of outward forms is at once a bold confession of 
one's own religion and an expression of fidelity to it, such 
emphasing of sacred form may be perfectly lawful and 
praiseworthy. For this reason even the Exilic Isaiah gives 
prominence to the Sabbath and to commandments as to 
food And in the heroic age of the Maccabees, the pro- 
minence given to such things is required by loyalty to 
the true faith. But with the return of quieter times, any 
such tendency is a great danger to the inner truth of 
religion. 

This point of view is most strongly illustrated by the 
way in which the history of Israel is set before us in 
Chronicles. This book can find no more important matters 
to describe than minute details about public worship,^ and 
priestly rights.* It never tires of showing that the divine 

1 Neh. iz. 4, zL 20 ff., xiil. 15 ff. • Em ix. 4 (Dan. iz. 21). 

» Neh. XL 17 ; 1 Chron. xxiii ZO, * Dm. t. 1 ff. 

» Dan. ix. 24, xii 11, • Dan. rii 25, Tiii. 11 ff., ix. 27. 

^ 1 Chron. ix. 19 ff., xiii., xr., xri, xxil, xxriii, xxix.; cf. vi 16 ff, 24, 
29, ix. 83, XV. 16ff., xvi 4ff., 87ff., xxiiL 6, xxt.; 2 Chron. iL, iit, ir., 
xxix. 25 ff., XXX., xxxi., xxxt.; cf. TiiL 14 £ 

• 1 Chnm. Ti. SSff., ix. 26 ff., xiii 2, xr. 2ff., xvi 4ff., 87 ff., xxm.-^xxTi.; 
8 Chron. ▼. 12, TiL 6» yiii. 12 ff, xrii. S, xx. 21, xxiii. 18, xxix. 11 ff., 84, 
XXX. 15-21, xxxi 2ff., 11 ff., xxxt. 2-19. (Exaggeration of their political 
influence, 2 Chion. vi 41, xix 8ff., xxiiL 2, 4-9, xxiv. 2f., zxTi 17 ff.) 
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blessing or curse depends on the greater or less purity of 
the worship.^ Uzziah's attack on the privileges of the 
Levites is the cause of his leprosy.^ That king Asa, when 
sick, consulted physicians, is represented as a sign of un- 
belief.' David, the man of God, is represented as scarcely 
busying himself during the last years of his life about any- 
thing but the building of the temple, and the ceremonial 
arrangements of the Levites> Indeed, he must have got, 
like Moses, a plan of God's house from God Himself. 
Solomon gets a pulpit made for him as if he had been 
a real '* Sopher." ^ The daughter of Pharaoh has a palace of 
her own, because the ark of the covenant has made the 
city of David too holy for her.^ The Levites and the priests 
leave the idolatrous Northern kingdom and betake themselves 
to Judah. Athaliah is deposed, not by the soldiers, but by 
the Levites.^ The Chronicler tells us nothing about David's 
adultery, his flight from Absalom, or Solomon's idolatry; 
he knows nothing about Sennacherib compelling Hezekiah to 
pay tributa On the other hand, Josiah's death has to be 
attributed to his refusal to believe the word of God from 
the mouth of Necho.^ Jehoshaphat's victory is won by 
prayer and by the singing of the Levites.® In the history 
of Manasseh we get quite a little sermon on idolatry, 
punishment, penitence, deliverance, and thankful joy.^^ 

When the outward forms of religion are so much emphasised, 

^ E.g. 2 Chron. ziL 1, 7, 12, xiiL 10, 12, 14, ziv. 2-end, xt. 8, 15, xvii. 4 ff., 
six. 8, XX. 8, xxi. 10 f., 16, 18, xxii. 5ff., xxiii. 17, xxiv. 18, 24, xxv. 10, 11, 
14, 20, 22, 27, xxvL 4ff., 17 ff., xxvii. 2, 4ff., xxviiL 1, 6ff., 19, xxix. 2-end, 
zxx. 1, xxxiiL 2ff., 11 ff., 22ff., xxxiy. 2ff., 27, xxxvi Off. 

« 2 Chron. xxvi 16 ff. (cf. 2 Kings xv. 4ff.). 

* 2 Chron. xvi 12 (of. on the other hand Jea. Sir. xxxviii. 1 ff.). 

* 1 Chron. xxii., xxviii., xxix. (2 Chron. viii. 14). The headings in the 
Psalter presnppoee as an axiom the " clerical ** character of " the sweet singer " 
of Israel. 

* 1 Chron. xxviiL 10 ; cf. Ex. xxv. 40 (2 Chron. vi. 18). 

* 2 Chron. viii II. ' 2 Chron. xt 18 ff., xiii. 9-12 (xxiii.). 

* 2 Chron. xxxr. 22. * 2 Chron. xz. 21 f., 8, 18. 
^ 2 Chron. xxxui. lltL 



42 OLD TESTAMENT TUEOLOGT. 

it is quite impossible to retain, in its parity, the grand 
prophetic conception that the moral law has to do only with 
the disposition. Despite the fulness of moral knowledge by 
which even these ages are characterised, undue prominence 
is given to the details of ceremonial purity, and thus the 
connection between conduct and faith is loosened. Beligion 
becomes more and more legal. Morality comes to mean 
doing '' the works of the law." There can be no question 
that this is the theory which determines the Chronicler's 
view of morality.^ The morality of the book of Esther is 
of exactly the same stamp.' In all Ezra's efiforts at reform, 
festivals and Sabbaths, Levitical statutes, and avoidance of 
what is foreign are always put in the forefront* The 
chief means of securing one's wishes, whether special or 
general, appear to be fasting, long prayers, and mourning.* 
Such is the meaning that echoes through the didactic 
Psalm cxix., with its emphasising of prayer seven times 
a day, and loyalty to the law.^ And even in Daniel 
true piety demands, not merely an unflinching heroic con- 
fession of one's own religion,^ but strict abstinence from 
unclean foods,^ and regular prayer with the face duly turned 
towards Jerusalem.® As means of atonement alms,^ fasting, 
and prayer in sackcloth and ashes are recommended.^ 
Thus, in opposition to the Old Testament idea of salvation, 
there is here in process of formation that hucatoawq i^ 
epycov against which Jesus, and afterwards Paul, had to 
struggle. The ideal of righteousness is no longer integrity 
sustained by piety, but obedience to God's statutes and 
judgments, as shown in exemplary fulfilment of prescribed 

» 1 Chron. v. 25, x. 13 f., cfl xiii. 10, xxviii 7f., xxix. 19; cf. Neh. 
ix. 29. 
« Esth. iv. 8, 16, ix. 19-82 (81). 
* Ezra X 1, 9 ; Neh. ix. 84, 88, x. 29f., L 5, 7, 9. 
< Ezi-a viii. 21, 23, ix. 6ff.; Neh. i. 4 (Joel ii. 16). 
6 Ps. cxix. 80, 88, 76, 82, 108, 180, 154, 162, 164 ; of. Pa. cxli. 2. 
« Dan. iil 18, vi. 6, 11 (m). ' Dan. i 8-16. « -q^^u ii. 19, vL 10. 

» Dan. iv. 24. » Dan. ix. 8, x. 8, 12. 
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religions and ceremonial forms. Beyond a doubt, the Preacher 
has already in view such " righteousness " as this when he gives 
the recommendation, "Be not righteous over much."^ For 
moral indolence is not at all in his line of thought, and he 
evidently means by this righteousness, sacrifices, refusal to 
swear, etc' Besides, his warning against babbling in prayer, 
and against hasty vows,^ presupposes such degeneration. 

The sense of sin is of a similar kind. It is very deep 
and humbling. In many books of this period, indeed, 
there is almost too great an inclination to self-accusation,^ 
though in such a way that this penitential confession appears 
quite meritorious in itself,^ is mainly directed to sacred 
form • and frankly alternates with a very decided prominence 
being given to the person's own righteousness and merits.^ 
A national life, knit together by the bonds of a thousand 
laws, the keeping of which is a condition of its " holiness," 
must necessarily be weighed down with a consciousness of 
" impurity." This, in its turn, produces an atonement of an 
external kind based on positive statutes, and then easily 
changes into a proud consciousness of " purity." 

Even in the centuries immediately before Christ, the after- 
effects of prophetic morality are still felt In the books of the 
Hellenistic school we find no endeavour after " the righteous- 
ness of the law" properly so called; in Jesus the son of 
Sirach, at least, there is only a trace of it here and there. 
But in Baruch who, in other respects, follows the prophets 
closely, special importance is given, not merely to Jerusalem 
itself,^ but also to weeping, fasting, prayer, sacrifices, and 

^ Eccles. Yii. 16. * Eocles. ix. 2. ' Eccles. v. 1, 3, 4. 

* Ezra ix. 6, 7, 15, x. 1, 9; Neh. i. 7, ix. If., 16, 26, xlii. 16 ff.; Dan. ix. 
4-20 ; Pa. Ixxix. 8 f., cyl 6. 

 Ezra X. 1 ft; Neh. I 7, ix. 1 ff. 

' Cf. the passages from Ezra and Nehemiah in Note 4. 

' Neh. T. 19, xiii. 14, 22, 81. In Ecclesiastes sin ia regarded more as a 
neoc^ssaTy evil (vii. 18, 21), but God is declared free of all blame in connection 
nith it (yer. 29). 

" Bar. iv. 8ff. 
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feasts.^ Though the book of Tobit has, on the whole, a 
thoroughly moral tendencj, it attaches undue importance to 
almsgiving,^ prayer, weeping and fasting,^ and to going up to 
the temple in Jerusalem to offer tithes and partake of the 
joyous sacrificial meaL* These things, as well as the horror 
of eating heathen bread,'^ and the stress laid upon burying 
fellow-countrymen,^ show us what a pious man, in the time 
of the second temple, regarded as the beau-ideal of righteous- 
ness.^ The first book of the Maccabees shows us that 
the Hasidaeans, who seek righteousness and judgment,® are 
specially indignant at any desecration of the temple service, 
or breach of the commandments regarding food,^ and are 
zealous for circumcision, the Sabbath, and the Sabbatical 
year>® The resolution to defend themselves on the Sabbath 
day appears just to be a reaction in favour of its healthy 
observance.^ The second book of Maccabees is specially 
fond of glorifying the temple itself by legends,^ insists on 
circumcision, and on the commandments regarding food, as well 
as on the Levitical arrangements ^ in general, the Sabbaths ^^ 
and the other feast days.^ Prominence is given to weeping 
and fsisting.^* The doctrine of retribution is understood in 
a very external fashion — so that, for example, all the Jews 
who fell in a certain luckless battle were afterwards made out 
to be men who had defiled themselves with idolatry.^^ The 

1 Bar. i. 5, 10, 14. 

 Tob. I 3, 16flF., il 16, iv. 7 AT., cf. 16, xii. Sf, xiv. 4, 9, 10, 14. 

» Tob. xii. 9. * Tob. i. 6, 7 (ii. 1). 

» Tob. i. 12. « Tob. L 17 f., ii. 4. 

' Tob. i. 8, ii. 14, iv. 7, xii. 9. • 1 Mace. vii. 17, ii. 29 ; cf. 2 Mace. xir. 0. 

• 1 Maec. i. 43, 46 ff., 64, 62 f., iiL 47 ft, iv. 42 ff., vi. 7. 

^0 1 Mace. i. 16 f., 60, iL 46 (against the Cynmasia i. 16; cf. 2 Mace iv. 
12ff.) ; cf. 1 Maoc. L 48, ii. 82-88, vi 49, 68. 

" 1 Mace. ii. 41. 

» 2 Maoc. i. SfT., v. 16, xiii. 23, xv. 18, vi. 2 (iii. 18flf., a prayer for the 
preservation of the temple-treasures). 

" 2 Mace. vi. 10, 18, vii. i.; cf. i. 8. 

" 2 Mace vi. 6, viii. 26, xii. 88, xv. 1 ff, 

» 2 Mace. xii. 81. ^> 2 Maoc. xiiL 12. 

^ 2 Mace. xii. 40 ff.; cf. v. 17, xiiL 8. 
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intercession of Onias restores Heliodorus to health ; and two 
thousand drachmae are sent to Jerusalem as a sin-offering for 
the slain, that it may be well with them in the resurrection.^ 
These and other instances of a piety becoming more and 
more external^ are found alongside of a truly admirable 
spirit of penitence.' 

The third book of the Maccabees turns mainly on the 
inviolable sanctity of the temple.^ Prayer in appropriate atti- 
tudes is given an extraordinary importance.^ But the book 
of Judith, in particular, has a tone quite in accordance with 
Pharisaism proper. In it the high priest, even in Nebu- 
chadnezzar's time, is, along with the elders, the civil head of 
the people.^ When the heroine of the book is to be repre^ 
sented as extremely pious, the greatest emphasis is laid on 
sacrifices and incense-offering, on lifelong widowhood, on much 
fasting, which is interrupted only during the festivals, on 
lustrations, clean meats, long prayers, and mourning in sack- 
cloth and ashes.^ It is for the holy vessels which have been 
consecrated anew that the greatest apprehension is felt.^ And 
if there is no lawlessness in Israel, that is, if the people refrain 
from idolatry and unclean meats, then they are looked upon 
as invincible, because in that case they are '' upright before 
God." ^ These are clearly traces of the teaching which com- 
pelled Paul to oppose Judaism, the religion of the l{iw, by 
Christianity, the religion of faith. With the righteousness of 

1 2 Mace. iu. S2ff., zii. 43 ff. 

' Along with theae, e.g., the view of suicide ao thoroughly characteristic of 
antiquity (2 Mace. ziv. 42 ff.). 

* 2 Mace. TiL 16, 82, 38. « 3 Mace. i. 29. 

• 3 Mace. i. 16, it 1. • Jud. ir. 6, xr. 10. 

7 Jttd. i?. 7 ff., vi 15 ff., TiiL 6, 7, iz. 1, 13, z. 1 ffl, 5, zii 7, 9, 20, zyL 18, 
19,27. 

• Jud. iv. 2f. 

* Jud. v. 21 ; cf. viii. 18, 21, zi. 11 f. The fourth book of Ezra keeps prac- 
tically within Daniel's circle of thought ; cf e,g. viii. 32, 36, iz. 7, and v. 13. 
20, vi. 81, 85, etc. The ideal of righteonsuess in the Solomonic Psalms is 
simply that of the better Pharisaism, cf. e.g. Ps. iii 8ff., iz. 7 ff ; indeed, the 
Pharisaio antagonism to the Sadducee aristocracy shows itself all through {eg, 
Ph.iv.). 
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the prophets, from Amos to Jeremiah, Christianity might at 
once have joined hands. Face to face with this religion, it 
had to create something altogether new. Here, also, we are 
shown how in the kingdom of God great advances are rendered 
possible by apparent retrogression and decay. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE HOLINESS OF THE PEOPLE IN BEOABD TO BELIGIOUS 
AND MORAL ACTS. THE MORAL LAW. 

LiTEEATUBE. — Bertheau, Die siehen Oruppen mosaiscJier Ge- 
seize in den drei mittleren Biichem des Pentateuchy Gott. 1840. 
Ewald, Geschichte des Volkes Israel, ii. 205-217. Geflfken, 
Ueber die verschiedenen Hintheilungen des Decahgvs und den 
Einfluss derselben avf den Cvltvs, Hamb. 1838. E. Meier, 
Ueber den Becalog, 1846. Sonntag und Ziillig, "Ueber die 
Eintheilung des Decalogs" {Theol Stud. u. KrU., 1836, 1; 
1837, 1, 2). Lemme, Die religionsgeschicJUliche Bedeutung 
des Decalogs, 1880. Otto, Decalogische Untersuchungen, Halle 
1857. Bruno Bauer, "Die Principien der mosaischen Bechts- 
und Beligionsverfassung " (Zeitsch, /. speculative Theologie, 
Bd. ii. 2, p. 297 flf., 1838). Oehler, "Decalog, Blutrache" 
(in Herzog, 2nd ed., Fr. Delitzsch). G. M. Eedslob, Die 
Leviratsehe bei den Hebrdem vom archaologischen u. praktischen 
Standpunkte untersucM, 1836. Benary, De HebroBOTum 
leviratu, Berlin 1835. "Die Eintheilung des Decalogs" 
{Erlanger Zeitschrift fur Protestantismus und KircJie, Nov- 
ember 1858). Mielziner, Die Verhaltnisse der Sclaven bei 
den alien Hebrdem nach biblischen und talmvdischen Qiiellen 
dargesiellt, Copenhagen 1859. 

1. The fundamental condition of righteousness in Israel is, 
of course, reverence for the civil, religious, and moral statutes 
in force among the people. In the first place, these were 
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briefly stuninarised in the law of Moses as " the ten command* 
ments." In the next place, they were given, by the moral 
preaching of the prophets, more and more inward depth, and 
were set firmly on their everlasting foundationa Finally, in 
the later legal writings, since Deuteronomy, they were more 
and more worked out into details. 

If one wished to divide the moral law into the two tables 
on which the narrative supposes it to have been originally 
written, so that they might be equal in contents and size, one 
would be tempted to distinguish between laws regarding God 
and laws regarding one's neighbour. At first sight, indeed, 
this appears quite a happy division when one thinks of 
Gen. xvii 1, " Walk before Me " and " be thou perfect." But 
there, as here, morality as a whole is looked at as a duty 
toward God, as a result of His declaration, '' I am holy." It is 
better, therefore, as Geffken rightly sees, to divide the com- 
mandments, as Philo and Josephus already did,^ into five of 
piety and five of probity. As a refutation of false surmises 
regarding the inner plan of the Decalogue, such as are still 
made by ZtQlig and especially by Sonntag, the work of 
Geffken is perfectly conclusive, and is, in fact, a model work. 
It is not right, after a fashion early known and still in vogue 
among the later Jews, to regard as the first commandment 
only the sentence, '^ I am the Lord thy God," and then to take 
as the second commandment the prescription, '' Thou shalt have 
none other gods before Me, and thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image." For the first is not a command- 
ment but a doctrine ; and the second unites two quite distinct 
thinga Nor is it permissible to stretch the first command- 
ment, according to the Lutheran-Boman custom, so as to 
include the prohibition of idolatry and image-worship ; and to 
divide the last commandment against covetousness into two. 
For in the one case two separate things are combined ; and 
in the other a commandment is divided, the unity of which, 

^ Fhilo, Ed. Mg. i. 496, ii 188. Joseph. AtU, HI 6. 6, 
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though clear enough from its contents, is made still clearer 
by the fact that the object of covetousness, put first in 
Deuteronomy, is different from the one put first in Exodus ; so 
that by this method of division the ninth commandment would 
have to be different in the two recensions.^ Of the view based 
on Deuteronomy, that in the ninth commandment one is for- 
bidden to covet one's neighbour's wife, and in the tenth to covet 
his goods, as well as of the numbering adopted by Hesychius,' 
who leaves out the commandment regarding the Sabbath and 
then makes the first two into three — (1) I am the Lord thy 
God, (2) Thou shalt have no other gods before Me, (3) Thou 
shalt not make any graven image— -there can be no real defence. 
The only right way is to take the old Hebi-ew plan, which the 
Eeformed Church has followed, and make five commandments 
of piety — (1) No other gods, (2) No image, (3) No dishonour- 
ing of God's name, (4) No desecrating of His holy time, (5) 
Honouring of parents as opyava fy€wi]a€(o^^; and five com- 
mandments of probity — (1) Sacredness of life, (2) Of marriage, 
(3) Of property, (4) No false witness, (5) No covetousness. 

The fundamental demand of the law is that the people 
regard their covenant God as the one only God, the one only 
source of salvation, and remain faithful to Him, conditions on 
the observance of which the very existence of the covenant 
depends. This being settled, it also follows that one must 
honour this God in accordance with His true nature, and not 
insult Him by doing anything unworthy of Him. In the 
first place, therefore, He must not be dishonoured by any one 
making a material likeness of Him, dragging Him down, as 
it were, into fellowship with the created, the material, like the 
heathen nature-gods. This alone can be the meaning of the 
commandment, not the exclusion of the images of strange gods.^ 



^ In Exodas, "the house;" in Denteronomy, "the wife." 
> On Lev. vii. » Philo, L 497. 

* Unquestionably, it is not eveiy image that ia meant but only every image 
made to be worMpped, 
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By means of tLis commandment the religion of Israel shook 
itself clear of the similarity to the nature-religions \vhich 
originally clung to it, as well as of its own more imperfect 
elements, and kept rising to a more and more perfect concep- 
tion of God, and to a higher spiritual realisation of its own 
religious principle. 

Since the name of God is no empty echo, but the holy 
expression of His self-revealing essence, it must not be dis- 
honoured by being brought into connection with anything 
untrue or vain^ which would lower its majesty. Finally, 
the Sabbath — the time set apart for the honour of this God 
and sacred to Him — must be kept undesecrated. It would 
be sacrilege, a desecration of what is a holy thing, to 
turn this day to any common use for one's own profit or 
pleasure. This is the point of view which regulates every- 
thing. It is a question of touching what is dedicated to God. 

With these commandments to honour the covenant, God 
has associated the commandment to honour parents.' Only 
on this foundation can a family be reared with a due sense 
of filial piety and godly fear. This commandment is then 
widened so as to inculcate respect to old age in general and 
to the Elohim of the people, that is, to the magistrates.' 
In the Old Testament, as among all the better peoples of 
antiquity, the laws both of the family and of the State have 
a religious character and are regarded with holy awa 

The main requirement of Israelitish probity is the sacred- 
ness of the life and property of others. On these command- 
ments all human society worthy of the name is securely 
based. They treat of what Israel must not do— that is, of 
what cannot be permitted in the national life of Israel. In 
justice to history, however, it must be maintained that these 
commandments do not by any means contain all that may, 

' Cf. Ex. zxL 15 ; Lot. xix. 8, zx. 9 ; Dent xxrii. 16. 
> Ley. xix. 32, xx. 9 ; cf. t.g, Ex. xxii. 28. 

VOL. n. D 



50 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGT. 

from a higher point of view, be put into them ; what Jesus, 
for example, in the Sermon on the Mount, has put into 
His law, or what is included in them in the incomparable 
exposition given in Luther's Shorter Catechism. They are 
simply prohibitions intended to make the life and property 
of one's neighbour inviolable and secure against force and 
craft 

In the first place, life itself is made safe. In accordance 
with the general plan of his work, A has introduced at the 
very commencement of human history the divine arrangement 
which establishes the sanctity of human life, and protects 
it by the commandment as to the avenging of blood.^ As 
a matter of fact, this practice is certainly one of the very 
first which men would adopt on beginning to live together in 
an orderly way, and one which goes back far beyond any 
historical period known to us. But it is important to notice 
that, in the Law, injury to human life is no longer looked at 
from the standpoint of private rights, as an injury to the 
relatives, for which they may exact either vengeance or 
blood-money, but from the religious and ethical standpoint, 
as a dishonouring of the holy land and the holy people that 
have been dedicated to God. In Israel intentional murder is 
absolutely unpardonable ; no ransom can be taken for " blood."^ 

Kext to life comes marriage, the most tender of property 
relationships. The holy sanctity of this relationship depends, 
according to B's narrative, on God*s own arrangements at 
creatioa The marriage of one man and one woman is to form 
the fundamental indissoluble relationship before which all 
other ties, even the most sacred, must give way. The woman 
is created as an help meet for man ; not to be an idle plaything 
of the moment, but to share his labours and his joys. She is 
created to be a suitable mate, and therefore endowed with the 

iQen. ix. 4ff. 

* E,g, Num. xxxv. 16ff., 81 ff. ; Ex. xxi. 12 ff. ; Pa. ix. 18 — God an avenger of 
blood. 
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8ame rights of moral personality as the man ; she is not ci*eated 
to satisfy brutal last or pine away in slavish toiL^ Thus 
marriage is thought of ideally as " monogamy/' which it mani- 
festly was to all intents and purposes in Israel, although the 
liberty of the man was not restricted by law.^ The violation 
of marriage rights is always regarded as an injury to property 
and honour. The husband who, during his marriage, has 
intercourse with an unmarried woman does not commit 
adultery. Adultery means only the violation of another 
man's wife; and this, according to strict law, includes his 
betrothed.' The commandment against adultery is certainly 
not meant to forbid all sexual licence. That is, indeed, 
condemned by the general voice of the people, but it is 
never directly forbidden in the Old Testament Even the 
passages which might be so interpreted ^ refer to the dishon- 
ouring of a free-born maiden, for which her family is entitled 
to demand compensation and redress. Sexual intercourse 
with a slave or with a loose woman is represented as 
quite within the sphere of personal liberty.'^ The command- 
ment in the Decalogue consequently forbids the touching of 
another's wife, which was regarded in Israel from the earliest 
times as a deadly sin.' 

With this is closely connected sacredness of property in 
general And as one must not injure a neighbour by actual 
violence, so one must not do it by false witness, which would 
endanger life and property.^ For even in the ninth command- 

' n^33 Htjft ft belp, as standing face to face with him ; that is, corresponding 
to him, suitable, eqnal ; cf. in general Gen. ii. 18, 23, 24. The later corse of 
sin does not disannul this divine idea of marriage. 

' So Abraham, Jacob (Gen. xvi. 8, xxiz. 24, 28 ; cf. xyx. 4, 9). 

» Lev. XX. 10 ff. ; Deut xxiL 23 ff. 

^ E.g. Gen. zxziv. 7-14.; Ex. xxiL 16 ff.; Deut xxii. 28. 

* So Gen. xxxiv. 81 (nis^ HS^TSn). In Lev. xix. 20 intercourse with a 
female slave is made punishable only because she is the property qf another 



' Gen. XX. 9 ; of. Lev. xx. 10 ff. Even in the beautiful parable in 2 Sam. ziL» 
adultery is looked upon as a violation of the rights of propeity. 
" Cf. Lev. xix. 16. 
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ment it is a question not so much as to the duty of truthful- 
ness as to bearing such witness against one's neighbour before 
the congregation as might make him lose life or property. 
Finally, one must not busy one's self with plans and under- 
takings the result of which would be to get possession of the 
property of one's neighbour with an appearance of right. 
This is, I think, the meaning of " coveting." For the word 
generally includes the intention of getting actual possession 
of the things wished for.^ The history of Naboth's vineyard 
is an example of such "coveting." The other explanation, 
which considers it a prohibition of evil desires as such, is 
in itself hardly suitable to the character of a commandment 
which must be directed against something that admits of 
outward proof, and must have something tangible to punish 
with its " let him be accursed." Thus the Decalogue includes 
within its beautifully simple circle the chief duties of religion 
and morality in Israel, the violation of which is worthy of 
death. 

2. The motives which impelled an Israelite to the practice 
of what we call " morality" were without doubt originally the 
same as have proved effective among all peoples on a similar 
plane of civilisation. It is family feeling,^ a feeling which 
which was so strong in early times that people did not 
hesitate even to commit incest in order to obtain the blessing 
of a family,^ and which displays its fairest moral side in 
the honour shown to parents.^ It likewise implies respect 
for the great fundamental conditions of social life, which is 

1 Cf. Ex. xxxiv. 24 ; Micah iL 2. Although it is said in Proy. vi. 25 nDnn"^K 
"]33^3, it must not be forgotten that J? in the Old Testament is not so much 
the seat of the feelings as of the thoughts and plans. Deuteronomy v. 18, by 
using ^DH and rnxnn alternately, may perhaps, in accordance with its general 
teaching of an inward morality, actually forbid the lusting after one's neigh- 
bour's property in the sense of mere desire. 

*Qen. xxTiL 41, xxix. 10, xxviii. 6, xxxviL 18 ff., xxxiv. 25, 1. 15; 2 Sam. 
xiii. 28, etc. 

' Gen. xix. 82 if., xxxviii. 14ff., 26ff. 

^ 1 Kings ii. 19 ; Gen. ix. 23 ; (Lam. iv. 16). 
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incompatible with dishonesty, deceit, breach of faith, lawless- 
ness, and violence.^ On the one band, it is strengthened 
by clan feeling ; ' on the other, under the name of 
hospitality, it has to do with foreigners, and as sympathy 
and charity, it treats defenceless strangers kindly.' Hence in 
Israel, from the earliest days, '* kindly " conduct was looked 
upon quite as a matter of course.^ And although an ideal 
conception of true morality, without reference to definite 
divine commandments or divine rewards, such as is found in 
Proverbs xxxi., and especially in Job xxix. 1 2 ff., and xxxi., 
cannot be presupposed in ancient Israel, nevertheless it is a 
fact that, in order to lead a respectable life among this 
people, and be, as regards religion, a worthy citizen, a man 
had to be scrupulously faithful, honest, and honourable.^ For 
it is the peculiarity of this religion that a proper relation to 
Jehovah was considered to depend absolutely on moral 
integrity. The will of this God was expressed in the grand 
fundamental requirements of morality. 

Side by side with these main features of the morality 
which the Israelite knew that his religion made obligatory on 
him, the people in the olden times attached very great 
importance to a number of popular customs of a religious 
kind, such as purifications, festivals, sacrifices, the Sabbath, 
circumcision, and special rules as to food. Both kinds of 
conduct were regarded as equally binding on every one who 
wished to prove himself a true son of Israel 

Now this combination involves a risk. Most people are 
only too prone to confine themselves to matters of outward 
legality, and to overlook, in the affairs of daily life, the 



' Gen. XX. 9 ; 2 Sam. xit. 5 ; 1 Sam. xxt. 81, xxyiii. 10 ; cf. Gen. xvi. 6 ; 
Dent xvi. 18 £E1 ; Pb. z. 7, xii. 8, xv. xzir. 8 ff., IxxxiL xciv. 6 ; Pro7. iii. 
27-80, xzii 22. 

' Gen. xiiL 8 ff., xir. 14. 

* Gen. xix. 6 ff. ; .ludg. xix. 28 (the bononr of vii^ns was of less acconnt)* 

* Lev. xxiiL 22 ; Dent. x. 18, xir. 28 ; Num. xy. 16 f. 

* Gen. zxix. 26, ixxiv. 7, cf. xxxi. 82 ; Josli. ix. 17-21, etc. 
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troublesome barriers of morality. Hence the prophets could 
not remain content with preaching such easy-going doctrine. 
They had to insist that the outward legality that finds 
expression in religious customs is not in itself true morality 
at all ; and that in fact, if kept up in this one-sided fashion, it 
might actually result in a deterioration of the moral life, and 
become an insult to God. They had to show that for God's 
people the true centre of the divine will was loyalty to 
religion, and the maintenance in daily life of justice, good- 
ness, and truth ; and that, in the eyes of God, sacred forms 
have absolutely no value, except as expressions of faith, 
humility, and obedience. Such is the burden of the prophetic 
messages from Amos and Hosea down to the Exile. 

Hence prophecy leads away from the form to the moral 
stgnificanee of the ad, away from the multiplicity of out- 
ward works to the unity of the inward disposition. Con- 
duct is presented in a new light, as the necessary expression of 
a disposition truly loyal to the covenant, of believing submis- 
sion to the God of goodness and truth. Even in those days 
there was certainly a tendency to give somewhat greater pro- 
minence to sacred form in the priestly sense, a tendency which 
finds classic expression in Ezekiel and A, and gets the upper 
hand after the time of Ezra — the inclination to exalt the out- 
ward act above the inward disposition, and that no longer with 
the naive externality in vogue with the people, but in the con- 
scious style of learned Pharisaism. In the prophetic and poetic 
monuments of the eighth and seventh centuries, however 
this feature is thrown quite into the shade by the grand 
spirit of true morality. And even in many passages of the 
Thorah, especially in the laws contained in Exodus xxi.-xxiii 
and in the " laws of holiness " in Leviticus, this spirit of 
genuine morality is revealed in a surprisingly beautiful fashion. 
The true morality of an act depends on the religious disposi- 
tion out of which it springs. Certainly mere theoretical 
knowledge of God, — the crying " Loixi, Lord," — has nothing 
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to do with it, any more than " the fearing of God for hire." * 
But the truly religious disposition is the source of genuine 
morality. " To love the Lord thy God with all thine heart 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might," is the funda- 
mental commandment.' To be devoted to God, to trust 
Him,' look up to Him as a servant looks up to his master,^ 
to fear Him,^ to receive with humility His exhortations and 
warnings,^ to be grateful to Him,^ obedient and humble,' — for 
whosoever humbles himself need fear no humiliation, — ^such is 
the frame of mind which alone gives conduct its real value. 
This is in truth " to walk with God," • " to live before Him." ^^ 
Every one ought to glory in knowing God.^ And whoever 
wishes to walk before God must " circumcise the foreskin of 
his heart," ^ must dedicate his heart to God and keep it clean. 
He must write the law of God on his heart, and let it at the 
same time permeate his whole outer life.^ Such a disposi- 
tion will prevent Israel from overstepping the barriers of 
propriety, especially in sexual matters. God Himself takes 
vengeance on uncleanness, incest, and unchastity. The holy 
land is desecrated, for example, if by the divorcing of a wife 
and the taking of her back again after she has been married to 
another, the moral worth of marriage is destroyed ; ^^ if the 
blood of one who bears the "image of Grod" has been 

iHofl.yiii. 2; Job i 9ff. 

> Deat tL 5f., z. 12, xi. 1, 13, 22, xix. 9, xxz. 16, 20, xiii. 4f. ; Josh, xxii 
5, xxiii. 11 ; 1 Sam. xii. 24; 1 Kings yiii. 28, xiz. 10, 14 ; 2 Kings xxiiL 8; 
ra. xcviu 10, cxIy. 18 ff. 

» B. J. xUL 19 (D^) ; Ps. xxxTii. 8. * Ps. cxxiu. 1 f. 

• Deut It. 10, yi. 2, 18, 24, t. 26. viiL 6, x. 12, xiv. 23, xxviii. 58, xxxi. 18 ; 
P». V. 8 ; Prov. iii. 7, etc. (Ps. xix. 10 ; xxxiv. 12 ; 2 Kings, xvii. 28. nfcTl* 
n^iT is much the same as religion.) 

• Isa. xxix. 15, 1 ff., 12 ff. 

y Deut. i 81, iv. 32, vi 22, vii. 19, viii. 6, etc. 

• Dent. X. 13, xi. 1, 82, xxri. 16 ; Ps. cxix. 1, 2, 7, 8, 10, 176 ; of. Deut 
XTiii. 17, ix. 4; B. J. xliL 1 f.; Zeph. ii. 8, ilL 12 ('j];). 

• Prov. XXV. 6ff., xxvii 1, 2 (cf. Luke xiy. 8). *" Jer. ix. 28. 
» Gen. V. 22, vi. 9, xvii. 1. " Deut x. 16. 
"Dent vi 6ff., xL 18 ff. 

** Jer. iiL 1, v. 9, ix. 9 ; Lev. xx. 
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unjustly abed, or if dishonesty and deceit defile the national 
life.i 

This love to God has to manifest itself not in sacrifices, 
feasts, and outward acts, but by causing men in all their 
dealings with their fellows to act kindly and honourably, in 
harmony with the mind of God. To know God means 
nothing else than to practise justice and mercy.^ At the 
exodus, when God laid down the conditions of the covenant, 
He did not speak of sacrifices, but of obedience and faithful- 
ness.8 True fasting means sympathy, almsgiving, and a bold, 
unflinching sense of justice.^ Instead of festive assemblies, 
during which evil thoughts are indulged, God desires a 
humble and contrite heart, a mind full of joyful gratitude, 
charity to the poor and helpless, strict impartiality* We 
may quote, in preference to everything else, the beautiful 
words of Micah: "He hath showed thee, man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God ? "• What the prophets in their sermons censure most, 
is harshness and cruelty, conduct which calls down God's 
wrath even on heathen peoples,^ female wantonness and 
immorality,® debauchery and extravagance among the great* 
misuse of the power of wealth,^^ commercial frauds on a 

^ Num. xxxy. 29-84 ; Judg. zx. 6, xxi. 1 ; Lev. xix. 15 ff., 85 ; Gen. ix. 4 ff. 

* Jer. xxii. 16 ; Ezek. xviii. 5 ff. ; Hos. iv. 1, vi. 6. 

* Jer. y. 8, vii. 2 f., 21 (1 Sam. xv. 22). It is remarkable that in Ezekiel xx. 
25 ff. , a distinction is drawn between tfie good law, which God gave them at the 
very first when he entered into covenant with them (obviously the Decalogue), 
and a law that tooB not good, which He gave them as a punishment for breaking 
that good commandment. From Ezekiers whole cast of thought he cannot 
well be thinking here of the ceremonial law, but of the bloody human sacrifices 
into which God allowed His people to fall by way of punishment. 

* B. J. Iviii. 6, 10 ; Prov. xxL 3. 

» Isa. i. 14 ff., xxxvui. 8 ; Ps. xl. 7, xli. 2, li. 19. 

* Micah vi. 8 ; Hos. xii 7 ; Deut x. 12ff.; Zech. vii. 6, viii. 16. 

' Amos i 8, 18, ii. 1. ' Amos iv. 1 ; Isa. iii. 16 ff. 

* Amos iii. 10 f.; Isa. v. 11 ff. 

w Isa. V. 8ff., 21 ff., iii. 14, x. Iff. ; Micah il 7ff.; Jer. v. 26 ff.; Amos 
viii 6 ; Deut xxvil 19. 
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confiding public/ and violence of every kind, especially in 
the administration of justice.* And they are never weary of 
insisting that the outward observance of religious form is 
absolutely valueless without the moral and religious spirit^ 

3. Accordingly, so early as in Ex. xx.-xxiii., then in 
Deuteronomy, and in the admirable code of laws inserted 
by A in Lev. xix. fiF., the Law itself places in the foreground, 
not individual claims and commandments, but the grand 
fundamental principles of morality, which make outward 
conduct depend directly on the inner life of the heart. The 
foundations of morality are the strictest integrity and faith- 
fulness in every relation of life, especially in regard to marriage 
and in the administration of justice, and filial reverence for 
parents.^ The verdict of an earthly judge is regarded as a 
sentence pronounced by the divine sovereign. All partiality in 
judging arouses the wrath of God.'^ The wantonness of false 
witness is restrained by an inexorable jus talionis.^ False 
weights and the removing of landmarks are sternly punished.^ 
But on this basis of justice we find also kindliness, sympathy 
for the poor, because Israel, too, was once poor and miserable,^ 
humane treatment even of animals,^ friendliness even towards 
strangers,^* self-restraint even towards an enemy ,^^ and love 
which covereth all transgressions.^' The law of the middle 
books of the Thorah, like that of Deuteronomy, is altogether 
superior to the laws of other nations in high-toned humanity, 
fairness, and purity, and in abhorrence of dishonour, violence, 

^ Deut. zxT. 18 ; Amos yiii 5 ; Hicab yi. 10 ff. 

« Iw. y. 7 ff., 21 ff. ; Micah ii. 1 ; Amoe iii. 10, v. 7 ff., yi. 12 ; Deut xxyii, 
17; Ho8. yii. Iff. 

' laa. L 14 ff.; B. J. Iviii. 1 ff.; Jer. zi. 16 ; Zech. yii. 4 ff., etc. 

^ E.g. Deut i. 16f., zyi. ISff., ziz. 14f., 18f., zzi. 15ff., zziii. 20ff., 
zziy. Iff., zzy. 5ff., 18-16, zxii 18-6ud ; cf. Proy. zx. 20, xzz. 17. 

* Deut. i 16 f., zyi. 18. • Deut ziz. 15 ff. ' Deut zzy. 18, zzyii. 17. 

* Deut zy. 7ff., z. 18, ziy. 29, zzii. 1-5, 8, zziy. 14, 17, 19 ff., zzyi. 12 ff. 
(xit. 12, 18, zyi 11, 14). A right also of the stranger (Deut i. 16). 

* Deut. xxiy. 5-18, xxy. 8, 4, xxyL 11, zzii. 6. 

^ Deut z. 18, zii. 12, 18, ziy. 28 f., zyi. 11, 14 ; cf. Job zzzi. 15. 
" Deut zz. 10 ff., 19. " Proy. z. 12. 
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and roughness. Even the obligations of military service 
are limited by the right to certain enjoyments of life.^ 
All needless cruelty is carefully avoided. As a punish- 
ment, death by torture is quite unknown.* Every species 
of fraud in trade and commerce is most rigorously forbidden,' 
especially usury, or the taking advantage to the utmost of 
the power over the poor which wealth gives, and, in general, 
all oppression of the defenceless.^ Escaped slaves are not 
to be given up.» Every attempt to pervert justice is for- 
bidden with special sternness, and even a gift to a judge — "for 
a present blindeth the wisa" • Even the well-known saying, 
'' Eye for eye, tooth for tooth," contains a demand for nothing 
more tlian the strictest rectitude in the courts of law7 In 
marriage legislation, due care is taken to prevent polygamy 
causing any unjust preferences.' Backbiting is forbidden, 
and all secret malice against a neighbour. A man is to be 
told his fault to his face.^ The greatest attention is shown to 
the poor. In reality there should be no poor in Israel But 
since there will always be some, they are commended to the care 
** of the charitable.'' Above all, widows and orphans are, in 
the most express terms, recommended as objects of charity, and 
secured against want by definite provisions — as, for example, 
those in regard to gleaning and the harvest of the Sabbatical 
year.^® There are many stipulations indicative of humanity and 
piety." The vineyard is not to be gleaned to the last grape, but 

• Deut XX. 6, xxiv. 6ff. 

' Ex. xxii 2 ; Deut. xxy. 8. (Burning and impalement were practised only 
on the dead). 

• Le7. xix. 11 f. 86. 

< Ex. xxii. 26 ; Lev. xxr. 36 (y^y n^aiD) ; Dent xr. 4, xxiv. 6, 18 ff., 
xxiii. 20, 26. 
 Lev. xix. 16 ; Deut. xxiii. 16. 

• Ex. xxiii. 2, 8, 6. (1 Sam. viii. 8, nnC^.) ^ Ex. xxi. 24 f. 
8 Deut. XXL 16, xxii. 18 ff. • Lev. xix. 16 f. 

i<> Ex. xxiii. 10 ff.; Lev. xxv. 6; cf. Ex. xxii. 21 ff.; Deut. xxiv. 10 ff., 

Uff., XV. 4. 
" Ex. xxi. 17, xxii 27 ; cf. xx. 12 ; Lev. xvui. 18, xix. 18, 14, 82, xx. 9 ; 

Deut. xxvii. 18. 
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some are to be left for the poor and the stranger.^ The 
wages of the labourer are not to be kept overnight.^ A 
pledge is to be restored before nightfall, and nothing is to be 
taken as a pawn that is necessary for a livelihood.^ It is 
a scandal to injure the defenceless and to lead the helpless 
astray.^ There is to be no respect of persons; the poor 
are not to be placed at a disadvantage.^ Bespect is to be 
shown to age and station.^ Even in the case of animals and 
plants a feeling of delicacy forbids any obliteration of natural 
divisions and of divinely ordained peculiarities.^ Just as one 
is forbidden to build the roof of a house without a protecting 
parapet, one is also forbidden to disturb a brooding bird.^ A 
desire for vengeance is to be repressed.^ Carelessness that 
might endanger the life of a neighbour is sharply punished^^ 
The possibility of a frivolous condemnation on the testimony 
of a single witness is carefully guarded against.^ A slave is 
protected against his master's cruelty and sudden rage by very 
far-reaching regulations, although he certainly did not cease 
to be property, a live chattel.^^ Parental authority is most 
strongly emphasised.^ Manstealing is punished with death.^* 
A murderer is not protected even by the altar ; but the cities 
of refuge prevent ** the manslayer without evil intent " from 
falling a victim to the blood-avenger.^ Slaves who receive a 
serious bodily injury must be set free.^^ And a slave, at least 
if a Hebrew, is presented with his freedom after serving a 
certain number of years.^^ In short, the sum of all these com- 
mandments is mercy and truth toward one's neighbour, one's 

* Dent xxiv. 19 ; Lev. xix. 9, xxiil 22. « Ley. xix. 18. 
' Ex. xxii. 25; Deut. xxiv. 6, 12 f. 

* Deat. xxvii. 18 f.; Lev. xix. 14. 

* Ex. xxiiL 6 ; Lev. xix. 14. 

* Ex. xxii. 27 ; Lev. xix. 82. 

' Ex. xxiii. 19 ; Lev. xix. 14, xxii. 27 ; Dent. xx. S. 

* Dent. xxiL 6ff. » Lev. xix. 18. 

" Ex. xxi. 28 f., 88 f., xxii 6 ; Deut. xxiL 8. " Nnm. xxxv. 80. 
" Ex. xxi. 20 f. " Deut. xxi 18 f. " Ex. xxi 16. 
" Ex. xxi 18. >« Ex. xxi. 26. »7 Deut. xv. 12 ff. 



60 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. 

brother.^ This is summed up in the sentence " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself."* In fact, Exodus xxiii. 4 f. 
rises to the thought that even in the case of a feud the 
simple duties of honesty and good-will are still binding. 
One must take back a strayed beast even to an enemy, and 
that, too, at the loss of one's time. And Proverbs xxv. 2 If. 
runs, " If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat ; and 
if he be thirsty, give him water to drink : for thou shalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall reward thee." 

All this refers primarily to fellow-countrymen, " the ser- 
vants of the God of thy father,"* to brethren, neighbours. 
But how is a stranger treated ? A difference is always made. 
One Israelite stands to another in a closer relationship. 
Many things illegal as regards a fellow-Israelite are legal in 
the case of a stranger — ^as, for example, usury, slavery, etc.* 
But even as regards strangers, the spirit of the law is a highly 
magnanimous one. The stranger, in so far as he has become 
resident in Israel and has conformed to the national customs,^ 
acquires certain rights, although, it is true, not equal rights. 
For instance, he cannot legally purchase landed property. 
But just because he is without property, he is commended all 
the more strongly to the charitable. There must be but one 
law and one ordinance for the stranger and for him that is born 
in the land.^ The people are commanded again and again to 
show kindness and charity to strangers. The gleanings and 
the fruits of the Sabbatical year belong to them as well as to 
the Levites and the poor.^ The Sabbath commandment itself 
is referred back to the need which slaves and strangers have of 
rest, to the memory of their own slavery in Egypt® Indeed, 

* n^Oy, Lev. V. 21, xix. 16, xxy. 17 ; PIKj «.(f. Lev. xxv. 35, 89. 

• Lev. xix. 17 f. ; cf. Gen. xviii. 23flf. » Gen. 1. 17. 

< Ex. xxii. 26 ; Lev. xxv. 85 ; Deut. xv. 8, xxiii 20 ; Ex. xxi. 1-11. 

* 13. (The stranger within thy gates.) 

• Num. ix. 14, XV. 16 f. ; Lev. xxiv. 22. 

7 Ex. xxil 21 f., xxiii. 9, 11 ; Lev. xix. 9, 10, S3, xxiii. 22 ; Dent. x. 19 

OHK). 

8 Ex. xxiii. le ; Deut. v. 14. 
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Ley. xix. 34 orders the people to love the stranger as they love 
themselves. Hence in many respects the momlity of the Old 
Testament is a near approach to that of Christianity ; and, 
in &ct, it is to such passages from the law that both Jesus 
and His disciples are specially fond of attaching their ex- 
hortations. The kindness, humanity, and tenderness, shown 
alike to the children of Israel and to the strangers sojourning 
among them, and the conception of morality as the necessaiy 
expression of the frame of mind which results from piety, 
remind us of the New Testament Nevertheless, "the 
principle of love is still confined to one people" (Ewald). 
Just as religion has its national limits, so morality does not 
yet deal with men as men without regard to their nationality. 

For the foreigner proper, who is for Israel, as for the other 
nations of antiquity, essentially a " hostis," there exists another 
code of morality. Against Amalek and the enemies of the 
people the ban is relentlessly launched. And even the age 
of the prophets did not beat down these barriers. There are 
several peoples whose good they are commanded not to seek.^ 
With the growing misery of Israel, and the increasing 
hostility of the neighbour peoples, the desire gets intensified 
to see in their own enemies the enemies of Grod. Hence A 
represents the aboriginal inhabitants of Canaan as all alike 
doomed by God to utter extermination. The desire of the 
congregation for revenge, for the damnation of their enemies, 
is due partly to the intensity of their zeal for the kingdom of 
God, and partly to natural passion. '* Do not I hate them, 
Lonl, that hate Thee? Yea, I hate them with perfect 
hatred." * 

Still it must not be forgotten that, on the whole, previous 
to the Exile, hatred of foreigners and the particularistic view of 
morality never prevailed to anything like the same extent as 

* Bent. xxiiL 4, 7, xxv. 17. 

* Pb. xxTiii. 4, XXXV. 1, IvilL 11 f., lix. 6, Ixiii. 10 f., Ixix 22 f., Ixx. 3, IxxL 
18, 24, civ. 85, dx. 6-16, 19 f., cxxix. 4f., cxxxix. 21 f. 
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in the Levitical period. Although in 6, as well as in A, great 
stress is laid on not marrying Ganaanitish women,^ it is 
frankly stated that Judah, Joseph, and Moses married wives 
belonging to other nations. The book of Iluth lets a 
Moabitess appear as a worthy ancestress of David.^ Early 
legend represents certain heathen personages as so worthy 
and honourable, that they come very close to the patriarchs 
of Israel' And in the same way the indignation of Amos 
at the cruelty practised on the king of £dom,^ the lai'ge- 
hearted sympathy of the Deuteronomist for Edom and Egypt,^ 
the inclusion too of other nations in Solomon's beautiful 
intercessory prayer,^ and the universalistic hopes of the future 
expressed by Isaiah ^ and others, show that the seeds of a 
really humane disposition were by no means lacking in Israel. 
In the book of Job, the pious hero is a foreigner belonging 
to the land of Uz, although his portrait is bright with all the 
colours of patriarchal piety. And in the patriarchal legend 
the figures of Melchizedek and Abimelech show an unmis- 
takable superiority to purely national limitations. In fact, 
when Israel is called tlv6 first-bom of Ood^ the phrase is, 
indeed, primarily meant to express His preference for this 
people ; but it is also an acknowledgment of the importance 
which the other peoples have in the eyes of €rod. 

Such are the main points in the Law which are of 
religious importance. The Law always does its best to change 
the popular custom into conformity with the principles of 
equity, generosity, and truth. Even the avenging of blood is 
robbed of its most terrible features, and placed under definite 
regulations.® The relations of the sexes are purified and 

^ Gen. zxiy. 3, zxvi. 84, xxviL 46, xzviii. 1. 

' Gen. xxxviil 2, 6, xli. 45, 50 ; Ex. ii 20 ; Num. xiL 1 ; Luth i. 4, 22, ii 
2, 6, 10, 21, iv. 6, 10, 17. 

' E,g, Gen. xiv., xx., xlvL 1 ff. (narratiyes such as xix. 30 ff. are perhaps of a 
later date). 

^ Amos iL 1. ' Dent. ii. 5, 8 ff., xxlii. 8. * 1 Kings viiL 41. 

' Isa. xix. 23. « Ex. iy. 22 ; Jer. xxxi. 7ff. 

* £x. xxi. 12 f.; Num. xxxy. 16 ff.; Deut. xix. 2 ff.; Josh. xx. 1. 
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softened by the stem prohibition of incest and all unnatural 
abominations, and by the strict protection of female honour and 
marriage rights.^ Old national customs are modified when 
they no longer accord with the gentler spirit of the age, 
as, for instance, marriage with a deceased husband's brother, 
which was probably a right originally fixed by custom, and 
which brought in its train many objectionable consequences, 
such as incest.^ It is legally binding only on an unmarried 
brother,' more distant relatives being, at the most, under 
nothing more than a moral obligation.^ It thus becomes 
a kindly method of providing, as far as possible, for a widow 
who has no son to support her. In the emphasising of the 
duty and importance of religious instruction which is so often 
sharply insisted on ; ^ in the strengthening of the marriage tie 
by the prohibition of marriage with near relatives, a prohibi- 
tion of which it is clear that Hebrew antiquity knew nothing ;® 
in transferring the duty of punishing a murderer from the family 
to the people, as the executor of the holy will of God, who cannot 
allow the land to be polluted -^ and in securing the position of a 
wife in so far as that could be done consistently with the already 
existing right of divorce,^ — in all this we see an earnest 
endeavour to establish, on a religious basis, a society that 
would be strictly moral in its relations. And in the joyful 

' Uncbastity is looked on as shame and pollution, Ler. xviii. 22, 28, 27 f., xx. 
10 ft (Leir. xix. 29). Naturally all the abominations of Hamite unchastity are 
forbidden as contrary to " the hoUness of God." 

' The D3^ is, according to Gen. xxxviiL 12 ff., a right which is stronger than 
the prohibition against incest, just as we catch a glimpse in xix. 30 If. of the 
view that a family is to be kept up at all hazards. 

* So Deut. xxT. 5-7 (living together, in which oase, therefore, the younger 
brother is unmarried). 

* So Buth iii. 9, iy. 5 ff. (to take off the shoe, originally, perhaps, "to give 
up one's right,*' in Deut. xxy. 9, meant as an insult). 

•Gen. xviiL 19; Ex. xiL 20, xiii. 14; Deut vi 20 (Prov. x. 1, xvii 21, 
xix. 18, xxUi. ISf., 24). 

* Gen. XX. 12 ; 2 Sam. xiii. 18 (cf. also Gen. xxix. 28, 80, with Lev. xviii. 18). 
' Gen. ix. 5 f. ; Num. xxxv. 88 ; cf. Ps. iz. 18 ; Gen. iv. 10 ; Job xix. 25 ; cf. 

also Ex. xxi. 16 ; Deut xxiv. 7 (man-stealing). 
> Deut xxii. 19, 29, xxiv. 1 ff. 
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attacliment to the national life and its institutions,^ in the 
healthy natural regard for wife and children, as well as for 
true friends,^ we see the favourable aspects of that close 
relationship between religion and national life for which the 
Old Testament is distinguished. 

4. In the morality of the Old Testament, it is true, we 
soon observe the interpretation against which the true pro- 
phets struggled, and which Christianity overcame. Since the 
days of the Deuteronomist the chief requirements of morality 
are no longer regarded as the outflow of the divine will, to 
which every pious person submits as a matter of course, but 
become, to a greater and greater degree, " statutes, judgments, 
and commandments " of God which one has to obey in the 
anxious spirit of a servant.' Nor is it only the general favour 
of God that is, in an increasing measure, thought of as depending 
on obedience to His ordinances, as, for example in Isa. liL 10 ; 
but divine recompense is made, in a fashion more and more 
external, the ruling motive of moral conduct.* Finally, after 
the Exile the place of morality, as the main requirement of 
God, is usurped more and more by external acts of worship. 
This is so even with the Isaiah of the Exile, as compared 
with the older prophets.^ And the contrast is still stronger 
in Daniel, Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah.® And Ecclesi- 
astes, too, although in another way, is purely eudajmonis- 
tic in thought, and inquires only after what gives "true 

^ Kg, Prov. xvi. 12-16, xx. 8-26, xxv. 6, xxix. 4, 8, xiv. 84. 
•Prov. ii. 17, the covenant of God, xix. 14, xii. 4, xviii. 22, xxxi. 10 ff.; 
Cant. vi. 8f., viii. 6; Pa. cxxvii., cxxviii. (1 Sam. xx. 28). 

* Gen. xxvi. 5 ; Ex. xvi. 28, xviii. 16, 20 ; Lev. xviiL 1-8 ; Num. xv. 89 ff. ; 
Dent. iv. 1, V. 26, vi. 1 ; Josh, i 7, xxiL 4, xxiii. 6, xxv., xxvi.; 1 Kings iL 1, 
iii. 14, xxiii. 8 ; Isa. ixiv. 6, xlii. 24 ; Ps. cv. 26, cvi 8, 

* E.g. Gen. xix. 19, xxvi. 28, xxx. 27, xxxix. 8 ; Lev. xxvi 3 fF. ; Dent. iv. 1, 
vi. 8, vii. 11, viiL 1, 19, xxvi. 16 ft, xxviu. IE; 1 Sam. xii. 14 ff., xxvi. 23 
(cf. Ps, L; 1 Kings ii. 1, iu. 14, etc.). 

» B. J. xlu. 24, xUiL 22, xliv. 1, 14, 22, xlvi. 12, xlvii. 6, xlviii. 1, 8, Ixv. 21, 
Ixvi. 9, U. 1, 7 (on the other hand, IvL 1, Ivii. 1, I viii 1 ff., lix. 1). 

•Dan. i. 8, iii. 16-18, 29, vi 11 ff. 26 (cf. iv. 24, ix. 5ff., x. 12) ; 1 Oiron. 
X. 13, xiii. 7, 21, xxii. 13 ; 2 Chron. xv. 8, xxv. 14, xxvi. 16 ; cf, xvii. 4 ff., 9 ff., 
xxxi. 21 ; Ezra i,, ii., viii. 21, ix. 8, 6, 23 ; Neh. xUi. 14, 18 ff. 
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Iiappiness." In this way the Old Testament points the way 
to Pharisaism and Eudeemonism. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE HOLINESS OF THE PEOPLE IN RELATION TO THE OUTER 

FORM OF EXISTENCE. THE CEREMONIAL LAW. 

» 

LiTERATTTEE. — Sommer, BibliscJte Abhandlungen, i. 183 ff. 
Knobel (Dillmann), Cammentar zum Exodus und Leviticus. 
Spencer, Z.c, 35-188, 241-268, 483-545. Lisco, Das 
Cercinanialgeseiz des Altefii Testamenies, Darstdlung desselben 
und Nachu'eis seiner JErfilUung im Neuen Testamente, Berlin 
1842. Hengstenberg, '* Das Ceremonialgesetz ** (Beitrcige zur 
Einleitung in das Alte Testament, Bd. iii., 1839). For 
the Greeks, cf. Hermann, Lc, 125. Schomann, Lc, ii. 192, 
349, 409. For the Ssabians, cf. Chwolsohn, ii. 10, 445, 
483. On the laws regarding food, Saalschlitz, I.e., i 251 fif. 
Bruno Bauer, Lc., 255. Ewald, AlterthUmer, 194 81 

1. The ceremonial law of Israel lies before us as a 
harmonious, organically connected form of life. How many 
centuries contributed to its formation, when the last and 
most delicate touches were given, how long an interval 
elapsed between the laying down of the simplest command- 
ments, abstinence from blood, and circumcision, and the com- 
pletion of the details as to clean and unclean meats — all this 
is hid from our view by an impenetrable veil. But we 
shall certainly not be wrong in regarding the material out 
of which this whole masterpiece has been wrought — that is, 
the most of the habits and customs — as very old, far older 
than the Old Testament religion. No other theory will 
explain a mass of details, for which it would be vain to seek 
a true reason in the religion of Moses himself. And it is 
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66 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGT. 

natural to suppose that in Israel, as among the other nations 
of the ancient East, such customs would not alter even before 
a new religion, but would at the most accommodate themselves 
to it as plastic material, though, in many cases, cross-grained 
and hard to assimilate. 

If we take this peculiarity of the material for granted, the 
idea which the spirit of religion has embodied in it, stands out 
before us in grander proportions than ever, and more logically 
consistent. In all the surroundings of the life of this divinely- 
consecrated holy people, the divine life has to find expression. 
Hence, everything brings us back again to the inmost essence 
of this God Himself, to His holiness.^ Whatever is out of 
harmony with the dignity of the people dedicated to such 
a God must be absolutely excluded. Hence the ceremonial 
law, even in its smallest details, presents itself with the 
same religious claims as the moral law. Disobedience to it 
entails death. Israel is the holy people, the people which 
God hallows, which He has chosen from the womb and 
called, and in which He is Himself hallowed before other 
nations.^ Hence it becomes this people to have a special 
mode of life, and also, in regard to its outward national 
life, a sacred purity such as is not imposed on other peoples ; 
just as in the camp, in which the divine presence abides, 
nothing filthy or unclean can have a place.' Hence "the 
statutes and the judgments of God," which regulate this 
outward life of the people, are the conditions on which He 
is well pleased with His people, the holy garment, as it were, 
of the people's life in which Israel alone can draw near to 
this God of his in a becoming manner. 

' Lev. xi. 45, xix. 2ff., xx. 7, 26, xxi. 8 ; cf. Lov. xviii. 24-28. It ia pre- 
cisely these chapters, dating probably from the early years of the Exile, which 
are pre-eminently distinguished, not only for gi-andeur of meaning, bat for 
creative power as well. 

' Deut vii. 6, xiv. 2, 21, xxvi. 18, xxvii. 9, xxviii. 9f., xxix. 12, xxxii. 9; 
£zek. XX. 12, 41, xxviii. 22, 25, xxxvii. 28, xxxviii. 28, xxxix. 27 ; Hos. xi. 1 ; 
cf. Deut iv. 1, 14, V. 28, etc. (God is Israel's JTIpD, Lev. xxii. 82). 

' Deut xxiii 15. 
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Hence it is easily understood that on the one hand the 
Old Testament ceremonial law has, in many points, a great 
affinity with similar customs among other peoples, especially 
with those of the Greeks and the Romans, and partly also 
with those of the Zend race and the Egyptians. This is 
explained, not only from its being founded on popular 
customs which are naturally akin to those of other nations, 
but also from the fact that certain views of holiness, unclean- 
ness, life, and death are found among many of the higher 
peoples of antiquity. But it is likewise easily understood 
bow, on the other hand, this same law, as a whole and taken 
as an ideal, is absolutely unique, and how it should develop 
a specially sharp antagonism to the worship of nature 
practised by the neighbouring Hamite peoples. It must, in 
fact, be hostile to such worship, just sis the religion of the 
holy, living God is hostile to the orgiastic worship of the 
powers of nature. The worship of nature draws the divine 
down into the processes of nature and interweaves it 
with them. This law seeks to hallow and purify these 
processes of nature, in order to draw them up to God. The 
worship of nature seeks to honour the Deity by absolute 
submission to nature with its instincts, forces, suSerings, 
and movements. Death and procreation are for it the 
mysterious centres of religious contemplation. This law 
wishes to honour the Creator of life, who is exalted high 
above nature, by making everything natural surrender itself 
unreservedly to Him; while whatever cannot accommodate 
itself to Him, and cannot enter into His life, is excluded 
and annihilated. 

In giving this explanation of the ceremonial law, it is 
not denied that there may also have been subordinate motives 
at work. Thus, considerations of health may lie at the 
foundation of many of the commandments as to food; for 
sickness is considered, from the stand-point of religion, a viola- 
tion of an Israelite's holiness, and the prophetic and priestly 
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calling was in Israel as frequently combined with the 
medical as among other ancient peoples.^ But still that 
is onlj one side of the religious conception, and certainly 
not a very important one. In the same way the numerous 
restrictive regulations may have been intended to exclude 
Israel from intercourse with the neighbouring peoples. In- 
deed, it is said by God in so many words: ''I have 
separated you from among the peoples." ^ But, on the one 
hand, these words express only the feeling of a late age ; and, 
on the other, it must not be forgotten that such barriers 
were not the result of deliberate State policy, but a natural 
consequence of the religious thought of Israel's election by 
God, and its separation from the rest of the profane race 
of man. God separates His people from the other peoples, 
because in serving strange gods these others give themselves 
up to abominable immoralities. Besides, it is not to be over- 
looked that other ancient peoples too, as for example the 
Egyptians,^ had a definite mode of life, quite peculiar to them- 
selves, which grew up out of their religion, and consequently 
kept them apart from strangers. The principles at the 
foundation of the ceremonial law are thoroughly religious. 

The prominence given to this side of Israel's holiness 
was very different at different periods of the Old Testament. 
In the earliest age, Israel, like all religiously inclined peoples 
of antiquity, attached very great importance to such holiness, 
not in obedience to a written law, but in accordance with 
the religious consciousness of the people, who regarded it as 

^ E,g, Lev. ziv. 2 01, 83 ff. There are also police regulations connected 
with it, as in Deut. xxlii. 14. But even these are referred to the fundamental 
thought that this people belongs to God, and that God is present in the midst 
of it. 

' bnan, Lev. xviii, 1 ff., xx. 26. 

• Tertullian's utterance in Praescr, Haer, xl. is interesting. **Si Numae 
Pompilii superstitiones revolvamus, si sacerdotalia oificia et insignia et privilegia, 
si sacrificalia ministeria et instrumenta et vasa ipsorum sacrificiorum et 
piaculomm et votorum curiositates consideremus, nonne manifeste diabolus 
morositatem illam judaicae legis imitatus est ? " 
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indicating their consecration as a people to Jehovah. Even 
for Amos a heathen country is an unclean land.^ 

The great prophets, however, attached very little importance 
to this whole aspect of holinesa Of course they never meant 
to encourage any disloyalty to the sacred customs of Israel. 
Amos, for example, censures the covetousness which would 
willingly turn the feast days into working days. Hosea 
considers that food different from Israel's is unclean.^ But, 
on the whole, it is true morality and the piety of the heart 
which these men keep mainly in view. And although 
Deuteronomy also defines and insists on' these holy forms, 
it nevertheless pays most attention to the moral side of the 
law. We may put it thus : From Amos till the Exile the 
men of God emphasise sacred forms only incidentally, and 
especially in cases where their violation might be regarded as 
showing a tendency to the worship of strange gods, or as 
culpable selfishness and indifference.^ 

After Deuteronomy those inclined, from priestly habit and 
natural temperament, to follow out this line of things find 
themselves more and more strongly impelled to emphasise and 
elaborate the external holiness of Israel. This is specially 
the case with EzekieL He busies himself with the ritual of 
the new Jerusalem. Even in a vision he cannot reconcile 
himself to the thought of unclean meat^ It is the same with 
the great priestly law-giver, A. And, during the Exile, faithful 
observance of the sacred forms which it was possible to 
observe beyond the confines of Palestine, especially in regard 
to food and the Sabbath, became the mark of that true Israel 

* Amos Tii. 17. 

' Amos !▼. 5, viii. 5 ; Hos. ix. 8 f. 

• Deut X. 5, xii., xiv. 1-23, xv. 1 ff., xvi 1-18, xrii. 1, xix., xxii. 5-11, xxiii. 
2f., 10-18. 

* Prov. iii. 9 ff. ; Isa. viil 19 ; Jer. xvii. 19, 21 ; 2 Kiogs xx. 8. Also in Job i. 5 
it is represented as a specially praiseworthy feature that the pious man him- 
self offers sacrifioes to atone for sins which it is just possible his children may 
have committed. 

• Eiek. lY. 14, XX. 12, 21, xxiL 8, 26, xUt. 31, etc. 



70 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. 

which was determined not to be absorbed into the heathen 
world, but to survive, as a faithful covenant people, the death 
of Israel. Hence even the great exilic prophet lays stress on 
such things as acknowledged marks of the servant of Jehovah,^ 
though in other respects his attention is strenuously directed 
to the inward character of the religious life. Those who 
returned home naturally shared in this loyalty to sacred form, 
and even in the tendency to exaggerate its importance, 
which the superabundance of priestlj elements was already 
causing, and in the desire to increase the people's claims 
to holiness, as for instance in the case of an oath.^ Since 
Ezra, the predominance of this tendency is very marked. 

2. The natural course of human life, as known by actual 
experience, appears to the completed law as not sufficiently 
healthy, pure, and honourable, to enter into fellowship with 
the divine life of " holiness." In comparison with the latter, 
all material created life is faulty and defective. The flesh is 
not worthy of God. Washing and purification are, therefore, 
necessary preliminaries to every holy act Circumcision is 
meant to give symbolical expression to the thought that the 
source of life must be consecrated before a pure people of God 
can arise. A mother must be purified after childbirth. Her 
illness and uncleanness are looked at from the standpoint 
of a divine curse.' In fact, she remains twice as long 
unclean after bearing a female child as after bearing a son ; 
and that, I should say, not merely from " the idea of a longer 
illness after the birth of a girl," but especially because the 
female nature and everything connected therewith is to be 
thought of as still less worthy of approaching God than is the 
male.^ Generation itself is regarded as something which 

1 B. J. Ivi 8-6, Iviii. 18, Ixv. 4 f., Ixvi. 17 ; Ps. li. 20 f. ; Lam. i. 4, ii. 6. 

' In Hos. iv. 15 it is only in the mouth of idolaters that the oath is repre- 
sented as an insult to God. On the other hand, in Ezek. y. 3, Eccles. ix. 2, an 
oath is regarded as in itself objectionable. - 

• Gen. iii. 16 ; of. Lev. xii. 1-8. 
This is implied in the fact that Eve is seduced first ; cf. later Eccles. yii. 29. 
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entails puTification. Sommer, it is true, has questioned this. 
He wishes to take the passages where int nna?^ is spoken of, 
as referring to involuntary seminal pollution, such as would 
come under the category of discharge, purulent matter, self- 
pollution.^ But even if that were possible in the passages 
quoted, which in my opinion is not the case, especially 
because ot^f with the accusative in Lev. xv. 18, and also 
because of the parallel passages, still 1 Sam. xxL 5-7 and 
Ex. xix. 15 show plainly enough that even conjugal inter- 
course was thought to render a person unfit to enjoy the 
higher privileges of the sanctuary; and 2 Sam. xi 4 is a 
remarkable proof that this view, being deeply rooted in the 
popular imagination, was deferred to, even where heinous sin 
was not avoided. Accordingly, natural life in its most critical 
moments is held to be unconsecrated, that is, incapable of 
entering without purification into fellowship with holiness. 
Whosoever looks on God must die.^ 

But everything is specially unholy which suggests 
decomposition, dissolution, and decay, and above all what- 
ever has any connection with death. This may indeed be 
partly due to the invariably loathsome accompaniments of 
decomposition. But the main point is the antagonism 
between this God and death.^ God is life, absolutely inde- 
pendent, inviolable life. It is not seemly that persons, con- 
secrated to this '' living " God, should come into contact with 
death. Everything, even in inanimate nature, that furthers 
putrefaction, such as honey and leaven, is excluded from 
strictly sacred uses. These may doubtless be ofiered as 
products of nature, as first-fruits, because they are in them- 



^ LeT. xr. 16-18, 24, zxii. 4 ; cf. for the idiom Ler. xx. 18, 20. Irregular or 
nnnatural sexaol acts are of course represented as direct violations of holiness 
(Deut. xxiiL 1, 18, xxvii. 20 f.). 

' Ex. xxxiii. 20 ; Judg. ▼!. 13 ; Isa. vL 

' Perhaps this accounts also for the unholiness of iron, as heing that which 
cuts and kills. Ko iron is to he used at the huilding of an altar, or of the temple 
(Ex. zz. 25 ; 1 Kings yi. 7). 
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selves, like all other products of the eaxth, gifts of divine 
goodness.^ But from sacrifice proper they are absolutely 
excluded ; whereas in every sacrifice there must be salt as a 
preventive of putrefaction.* In regard to animals, the 
tinholiness of the dead is emphasised still more strongly. 
Every beast that dies of itself, or is torn in pieces, is unclean.^ 
No one may use it as food except a stranger who is not a 
member of the holy congregation * Nay more, everything 
which such a carcase has touched becomes unclean, except of 
course what is excluded by the nature of the case.'^ It is 
easily understood that the carcases of unclean beasts should 
be doubly unclean. But eveo the carcase of a clean beast 
bears this character.® 

A human corpse is more unclean than anything else. 
The higher the development of life rises, the more prominent 
does everything abnormal become. Contact with a corpse 
makes every Israelite incapable of sharing in the rights and 
duties of the holy people until he has been purified, as the 
law prescribes.^ Now the priest, being in a special sense 
consecrated to God, must not profane his holiness by taking 
part in a burial, except in a very few cases of pressing emerg- 
ency.^ The high priest dare not do so, even in the case of 
his father or mother.^ The vow of a Nazirite is null and void 
as soon as he comes into contact with a dead body.^^ A corpse 
pollutes a holy place.^^ Hence the prophet Ezekiel regards it 
as a grievous desecration of the temple that the kings of 
Judah are allowed to be buried in it.^ The corpses of the 

1 Lev. ii. 12, xxxiii. 27 ; of, vii. 12. 

• Ex. xxiii. 18, xxxiv. 25 ; Ley. ii. 4>8, 11 (Salt, Lev. ii. 18, bat perhaps as a 
symbol of the covenant). 

• nSlD n^a3, Ex. xxii. 80 ; Lev. xxviL 15, xxii. 8. * Deut. xiv. 21. 
' The laws in Lev. xi. 86 f. {e.g. seed is an exception). 

• Lev. xL 8, 24, 27, 81; cf. 39 ; Deut xiv. 8, 21. 
' Num. V. 2, vi. 6, ix. 6, 10, xix. 18 ff., xxxi. 19. 

^ Lev. xxi. 2 ff. (where there is no other natural guardian). 

• Lev. xxi. 11. w j^um. vL 7. "2 Kings xxiii. 13, 14. 
» Ezek. xliii. 7-9. 
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impaled are considered to pollute the land in quite an excep- 
tional manner.^ 

If death is the complete dissolution of the individual life 
into its atoms, the decomposition of the body, then sickness is 
the same for separate parts of this life. Hence every kind of 
sickness is unclean. The ailments of the female nature are 
connected with sin and death.' The ailments of sexual life 
in general, the ordinary^ as well as the extraordinary/ cause 
undeanness, and make the person unholy. Hence the priest 
must be without blemish, without any sign of sickness.'^ A 
sacrificial victim must be the same, at least when the festive 
meal is not the chief thing.^ And since uncleanness and the 
curse inherent in sickness are nowhere manifested in such a 
visible and terrible form as in leprosy in all its varieties, this 
disease is the one that makes a person utterly unclean. As a 
sign of the curse it drives the sufferer out of the congregation- 
Only after solemn purification and re-consecration does he 
become fit to take part in the services of the sanctuary.^ 

^ Deat. zzi. 23. (It is probably due to the same idea that no iron tool must 
be used upon a sanctoaiy, Ex. zz. 25). 

• Gen. iiL 16 f. » Lev. xiL 1-7, xv. 16-25. 

* Lev. XV. 1 if., 25 ff. ; Num. v. 2flf. 

» Lev. xxi 17 ff. • Lev. L 8, 10, iii. 1, iv. 8, ix. 2, etc. 

' Lev. xiii., xiv. ; cf. Job and B. J. Hii. In the camp in which the holy God 
dwells, no such sick person dare remain (Num. v. 2f.). It is certain that 
in this whole view there is a sharp antagonism to the customs of the Hamite 
religion, which were closely connected with necromancy, and perhaps even 
with the worship of the dead. But even apart from the fact that this was 
not an old Israelitish custom but a .Canaanitish, Stade may be considered as 
going beyond the limits of what can be proved when he regards almost the 
whole of the domain with which we are now dealing as a reaction against the 
worship of the dead and of ancestors. " Whatever has any connection with the 
w<»ship of the dead or of ancestors, the dead man's house, grave, corpse ; what- 
ever is affected with disease, or has to do with functions which are under the 
guardianship of particular spirits; all animals which certain tribes regarded 
as their ancestors, all solemnities which have any connection with ancestral 
worship, are unclean. Hence, too, a heathen land is unclean." There is 
not a single passage in all the Old Testament which suggests that the up- 
holders of Jehovah*8 religion felt that they were struggling, not against the 
worship of Baal and Ashtoreth, but against the worship of ancestors. In 
every instance, necromancy is only a single feature of foreign customs (Isa. 
viiL; 1 Sam. zxviiL). 
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From this point of view, not a few processes of nature 
are unclean. But, being natural, they are still the expression 
of the divine will. Hence the uncleanness is increased 
when this nature, which should develop in a healthy 
way, is mutilated, misused, or perverted. This is specially 
true of sexual relations. Castration, — ^in the religion of nature 
a consenting to the death of nature, — is strictly forbidden, even 
in the case of animals.^ The abominable unnatural unions 
with which the worship of nature likewise celebrates the 
mysteries of natural growth and decay, compelled the land of 
Canaan to spue out its inhabitants.' They are punished with 
the utmost severity and firmness.* They would make even 
Israel so unworthy of God's holy land as to be driven out. 
The very symbols which usually accompanied such worship 
are not tolerated.* Thus, in reference to what was then 
customary among Asiatic peoples, Deuteronomy forbids men 
to wear women's clothes, and vice versd, because these were 
the symbols behind which the initiated concealed their pro- 
fligacy at the festivals of nature-worship.'^ Akin to this is 
the law against the intermarriage of blood relations, which 
testifies to an abhorrence of an unseemly intermixture of two 
moral relationships.^ 

The general rule is that nothing is to be permitted which 
is contrary to a delicate sense of the inviolable proprieties of 
nature. To kill an animal too young, while still sucking, or 
to kill it and its mother together, is against the finer instincts 
of nature.^ To sow different kinds of seed together, to yoke 
different animals together, is an unnatural conjunction of 
what nature has separated.^ Man himself must not attempt 



» Lev. xxii. 24.  Lev. xviii. 21 ff., 28, xx. 23 ff. 

' Ex. xxiL 18; Lev. xviil. 22 ff., xx. 18, 15 (Ex. xxii. 16; Lev. xviii. 6ff., 
xix. 29 ; Num. xxv. Iff. ; 1 Kings xiv. 24, xv. 12). 

* Lev. xviiL 28 ; cf. xx. 23. • Deut xiv. 1 ft, xxii 6. 
« Lev. xviii. 6ff., xx. 11 ff. ; Dent xxvii. 20 ff. 

' Ex. xxiii. 19, xxxiv. 26 ; Lev. xxii. 28. 

• Lev. xix. 19 ; Deut. xxii. 9-11. 
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any unnatural changes or improvements of his own person. 
However freely wine is used, and however little is thought of 
drinking to excess, still, at the moment of his holy dedication, 
a priest must not excite himself by strong drink.^ Artificial 
marks, baldness, wounds, such as the priests of the nature- 
goddess inflicted on themselves, are forbidden to members of 
the holy congregation.' The people of the holy God are ex- 
pected to enjoy unarrested development, and, as far as possible, 
perfect health and strength. Any bodily injury makes a man 
still more unworthy of the great God than he already is in 
himself, owing to his weak physical nature. The religion of 
nature may also become the religion of decaying, dying nature, 
and take part in the process of death. But the Old Testa- 
ment religion is the religion of absolutely perfect life, the 
religion of the living God.' 

3. It is most difficult to understand the laws of Mosaism 
about food, for they have come down to us in two not alto- 
gether consistent forms.^ Even here, it is true, the ground 
thought is easily recognisable. These laws are based at once 
on the holiness of God and the holiness of the people. Hence 
the animals that are not to be eaten must be regarded as in 
some way unclean, and therefore as unsuitable for those who 
are to be " the holy people " of the holy God.* But here, 
just because the most of the arrangements rest, of course, 
on primitive popular customs, it is difficult to say exactly 
why the particular animals are looked upon as clean or 
unclean. 

The foundations of such dietetic customs are already laid, 
according to the view of Genesis as we now have it, in very early 
days. In Paradise, according to B, man has no food but the 
fruit of trees.^ After his expulsion, he is given the fruits of 

' Lev. X. 9. 

' Lev. xiz. 28, xxi. 6, zxii. 24 ; Deut xiv. 1, xxiii. 2. 
' The figure of the Nazirite waa an expression of anch thoughts in the 
original exuberance of antiquity. 
* Lev. xi. ; Dent. xiv. 3-22.  I^v. xi. 43-45. • Gen. ii. 16. 
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the ground.^ Henceforward, also, the use of flesh seems to 
have been allowed. For, being a shepherd, Abel already 
sacrifices the firstlings of his flock.^ Later on, too, no men- 
tion is made, after the flood, of flesh being sanctioned as food ; 
and yet " clean and unclean " beasts go into the ark.^ As is 
his wont, the narrator G puts primitive food customs into the 
mythical legends of patriarchal timea^ According to A, who 
also does his best to make it appear that the sacred customs 
of Israel originated very early indeed, the vegetable world 
seems to have supplied antediluvian man with all his food.^ 
Man is given the fruit of trees and vegetables, the animals are 
given the green herbage ; no living thing is given as food 
either to man or beast Then after the flood, the animals 
too are given as food to the new race of men.* But a strict 
exception is made of the blood, the organ of the souL^ This 
regulation is not so much directed against the barbarous 
custom of using living animals as food, although, in another 
place, the people require to be restrained from a barbarity 
and greed going even as far as that.^ It rather refers to the 
fact that the blood, as God's property in nature, must not be 
put to ordinary use as food, a view which also runs through 
other parts of the law.® 

Thus the later laws about food spring in Israel's view and 
no doubt also according to historical fact, from the very same 
roots as the oldest popular customs. What then are the real 
reasons for these customs? To ascribe them to dietetic 
reasons, to reaction against Egyptian habits, to pasdagogic 
objects (such as isolation), to allegorical views, etc., is only 
to skim the surface of the phenomenon. To ascribe them 

1 Gen. iy. 2, 8. » Gen. iv. 2, 4, 20. 

» Gen. vU. 2, 8, viii. 20. * Gen. xxxii. 38. » Gen. i. 29. 

« Gen. ix. 3. ' Gen. ix. 4 f. 

B In 1 Sam. xiv. 32 ; it is the disgusting eagerness to eat the pieces of flesh 
while still bloody which the king is just in time to prevent as sin against God 
(rer. 33) ; cf. Odyaa, xx. 848. 

> Lev. xvii. 10, xix. 26 ; cf. ill. 17, vii. 28, 25, 26 (the fat, becanse it is the 
part sacrificed). 
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to foreign influences — as, for instance, to Persian customs, is 
right only thus far, that similar customs, springing from similar 
thoughts and ideas, have grown up among many other peoples. 
Besides, there is, as Sommer has already rightly seen, a dis- 
tinct difference between the idea of dividing animals into those 
belonging to the good power, and those belonging to the bad, 
— a division which the Avesta presupposes, and which leads 
to the religious command to hunt down the latter class, — 
and the Hebrew idea that all animals are created by God,^ 
but are not all clean, and that the unclean are not to be 
touched at alL The explanation from the position which 
particular animals had in ancestral worship is at once con- 
tradicted by the fact that names like Bachel (ewe) are just 
those of clean beasta' 

There can be no question about the accuracy of the general 
principle which Ewald and Sommer lay down, viz. that popular 
custom was the deciding factor. Everything vegetable was in 
itself dean. But, of the animals, those that had been regularly 
used as food in Israel from the days of old, were taken as 
normal examples of " the clean." These suggested the marks 
which were then transferred to what was merely analogous. 
Animals that had not these were rejected. When the 
marks changed, the law could change too. Thus in Deuter- 
onomy the locust is not reckoned among the animals that 
are to be eaten, whereas A's legislation adds it to them.' 
These are certainly the ground ideas. 

It is very easily understood that all animals are excluded 
which live on blood and on carrion. To them is transferred 
the uncleanness which attaches to the carcase, or which 
results from feasting on blood. Thus there are animals for 
which every properly constituted person has an instinctive 



> G«iL I 21, 24 (IriDn). 

' Cf. also animaU, aa in Lev. zi. 7, 10, 22, 29 f., which certainly had no con- 
nection with ancestral worship. (Robertson Smith, ^.c, p. 98 ff.). 
• Ley. 3d. 21 ff. 
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dislike and loathing. To repress such an instinctive feeling 
is wrong and unholy. Man should obey the voice of nature 
and abstain from loathsome food, which only barbarity or over- 
civilisation finds enjoyable.^ To this category belong, in my 
opinion, the eight species of animals (mostly of the lizard 
class) which are mentioned as specially unclean.^ To the 
same category belong serpents, worms, and such like creatures. 
Then there are animals which a particular popular custom has 
once excluded from use as food. Here of course it is impos- 
sible to discover any definite reasons. The camel, the chief 
food of many nomad peoples, was forbidden in Israel, perhaps 
for a reason similar to that which now prevents most civilised 
nations from eating horse-flesh. Israel was a pastoral 
people, and would probably at first eat no flesh except that of 
oxen, sheep, and goats. But although in individual cases the 
reasons for such national customs are arbitrary, a man 
must not disregard the restrictions put upon him by the 
customs of his nation.' Finally, there are animals which 
do not show the usual marks of their species, animals which 
appear — though of course only to the eye of a superficial 
observer — to be as it were mutilated, defective, half-formed. 
Or, to put it more exactly, there are animals which do not 
possess all the marks of the animals which are like them 
externally, and which popular custom has considered eatable 
from the earliest days. Thus there are water animals without 
scales and fins, ruminants without cloven hoofs, etc.^ These 
are therefore held to be defective and unclean. 

^ YP^i nnjnn, Lev. xi. 20, 23, 4i, 42. 

' Lev. xi. 29 ff. That considerationfl as to their being used in enchant- 
ments were the deciding cause here, as Sommer thinks, appears to me very 
improbable. 

'The reader may be remiDded of 1 Cor. xi. 14-16, where the ceremoDial 
commandment of Paul is supported alike by natural instinct and by the pre- 
vailing national custom. 

* Kg. Lev. xi. 8 flF., 9 ff., 26 1 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE BEUGIOnS BLESSEDNESS OF THE ISRAELITE. 

1. The main characteristic of a pious Israelite's frame of 
mind, when this religion was in its zenith, was not a feeling 
of fear and uncertainty, but a truly joyful consciousness 
of divine mercy and favour. In the earlier Psalms this 
generally takes the form of confidence in God's help and 
protection and in His continued favour, and has a thoroughly 
healthy religious tone.^ A firm confidence in their security 
and success, that agreed well with a humble reverence for 
this holy God, must have been the chief religious trait of the 
saints of that period. This feeling runs through all the ancient 
stories of Israel's legendary history, which describe how the 
divine blessing follows his ancestors step by step, how God 
protects and guides them in a manner which ofttimes seems to 
us like partiality, and how they, as God's covenant friends, can 
by their intercession obtain His mercy, even for those who 
stand further oflf from Him.* 

The prophets and poets subsequent to the eighth century, 
and still more those subsequent to the Exile, have depicted 
with the utmost clearness that inward religious happiness which 
is quite independent of outward success and prosperity. The 
more the outward glory of the people is shattered, the more do 
its spiritual possessions, its wisdom, its law, its public worship, 
become the true joy of every pious Israelite. In Israel the 
righteous man, as such, is also blessed. For his portion is 
God, the living God ; ' and this God is the best of all posses- 
sions. He is more than father and mother.^ The very 



» Ps. iiL 4, 7, iv. 8f., yiL 11, ad. 7, xviii. 2f., 15 ff. 

*Gen. ziL 10 ff., xxyi. 6ff., xz. 7, 11 ff., xzx. 80, xxxi. 8, 11, 85, xxx7. 
6, xxxix. 8, 5, 6, 23 ; Ex. yiii. 4, 5, 24 ff., ix. 28, x. 17(1 
* Lam. ilL 24 ; Ps. Ixxiil 25 ; cxlx. 57. * Ps. xxvii. 10. 
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thought of him is dearer than all the fulness of earthly joy.^ 
He is the fountain of living water,^ the light which streams 
upon the saint' Like the light of the sun to the inhabitants 
of earth,* the light of God's countenance shining graciously 
upon him is, to the saint, the highest ideal of joy. There 
is an endless variety of phrase for the thought that the pious 
exult in God, delight in Him, rejoice before him, as at a glad- 
some thanksgiving feast, and abide in His tabernacle.'^ In 
a word, they enjoy, in living communion with God, the 
highest and truest happiness man can enjoy — a happiness 
greater and more needful far than any that earth can give. 
This is most beautifully expressed in Ps. xvL and xvii. The 
true Israel does not forget that " man doth not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God." • The motto for a wise life is " Blessed is the man 
who walketh in the ways of God." ^ Only in keeping the 
statutes of God is there a true life of sound wisdom.^ 

Thus to a genuine child of Israel the law is neither a heavy 
burden nor a hated yoke. It is the most precious, the most 
prized gift of God's grace. To fear God and to love Him with 
the whole heart and soul are feelings indissolubly connected, 
especially in Deuteronomy* God gives Israel the law for an 
inheritance, and in it the saint has a treasure more to be desired 
than gold,^® and sweeter than honey ; ^^ it is the centre of his 
thought, on which he meditates day and night ; ^ the delight 
of his soul, towards which his love goes forth with a constant 

1 Ps. Ixiii. 4, 6, Ixxiil 26. 

^ Jer. ii. 13, zvii. 18 ; Ps. zlvl 5, zzzvi. 10. 

» Prov. iv. 18 ff., vL 28. * Ps. v. 12 f., xxxvi. 10 (xvil 15). 

' Isa. xxix. 19 ; Zecb. z. 7 ; B. J. xxiv. 14, xxvi. 1, xli. 16 ; Ps. ▼. 12, zzviii. 
7, xxxiii. 1, 21, zxzvL 9, xl. 17, xliii. 4, lxxx7. 7 Ixxxix. 16 ff., zcvii. 12, civ. 
84, cv. 8 ; cf. Ixi. 5, zvi. 11. 

• Deut viii. 8. 

7 Ps. i. 1, Ixxxv. 10-14; Prov. x. 22 ; Isa. iit 10 ; B. J, xlviii. ISf. ; Deut xi 26. 

® n>:5hn, Prov. ii. 7, iii. 21, viiL 14 ; Job vi. 18. 

' Deut. X. 12, xi 1, 18, xiii. 4, xix. 9, xxx. 6. 

^^ Deut. X. 18. " Ps. xix. 8 ff., cxix. 105. 

" Ps. i. 8 ; Josh. i. 7, xxui. 6. 
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yearning.^ The wonderfully beautiful temple worship * is for 
a staunch Israelite the perfection of earthly bliss. Beside the 
altars of the great God he finds his true home.^ A day in 
God's courts is better than a thousand anywhere else> And 
though himself far away in a strange land, his longing soul 
transports the pious minstrel in thought to those joyous 
pilgrim bands in the midst of which he would so gladly be.^ 
In God's house he feels himself God's guest, thrilled and 
blessed by the holy awe of the divine presenca God's 
revelations make a saint perfectly happy. If he has these, 
he asks for nothing else in heaven or in earth ® He can be 
happy in the midst of suffering, though heart and flesh faint 
and fail.^ Yea, even in distress, he can joyously exclaim, 
" When I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me." 
The highest stage of this blessedness is "to see God," "to 
satisfy oneself with gazing on His likeness," ^ an expression 
which certainly does not include a future blessedness, but de- 
notes the highest fellowship with God, — ^almost, as it were, 
a fellowship of the senses, — and also the enjoyment of this 
gracious fellowship.^ Hence, too, the saint knows no higher 
prayer than that God may enlighten his path,^^ may give 
glory unto His name,^^ and make it excellent in all the earth. 
When conscious fellowship with God ceases, when the saint 
is absent from the places of revelation, his soul pants after 
them, as the hart panteth after the water brooks; his 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer.^^ Thus God 

» Pb. cxix. 14, 16, 20, 47, 64, 70, 77, 92, 97, 113, 127, 140, 143, 159, 167, 174. 

• Pa. xxTi. 8, xxyii. 4.  Ps. Ixxxiv. 4. 
*Pa.lxxxiv. 11. 

'Ps. xlii. 5 (Ixxxiv. 3f., oxxxvii. 1, 5, 6). CerUinly it is not to be over- 
looked that most of the singers of these Psalms probably belonged to the Leyi- 
tical choirs that were closely connected with the temple worship. 

• Ps. IxxiiL 26 f. ^ Ps. Ixxxiv. 7 (xxxiv. 20). 

• Micah vii. 8 ; cf. Hab. iii. 18 (««»;^*/»i^« U ratf txiyj^t^tf, Rom. v. 3). 

• P*. xvii 15 (Sept must have read imion D^3n3), xvi. 11, etc For the 

meaning cf. Isa. xxxviii 11 (Ps. xxv. 14, VKT^ mn^ DD ; Prov. iii 32). 
» Ps. xxv. 4, 12. " Ps. cxv. 1. 

" Ps. xxxiL 4, xliL 2 f., IL 2 (Jonah ii. 6). 
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is the highest good, and communion with Him the one thing 
needful This feeling echoes even more thrillingly from the 
second Jerusalem than from the first. It shows lis a fresh 
religious life in the midst of a benumbing formalism, and 
points to the hidden springs of the religion of Jesus. 

Moreover, communion with God gives a restful sense of 
security amid all the storms of human life. The godly may rest 
assured of His help and protection.^ God is a Rock for those 
who trust in Him.^ This security is emphasised as strongly 
as possible when it is said that in communion with God the 
godly have a sure pledge of lifa Of course that does not 
mean that the godly are secure against the death of the body. 
Even when " eternal " life is spoken of,' the whole tone of the 
context, and the alternation with "length of days," show 
clearly that it is a mere rhetorical form of expression. Still 
less does it denote a future life secure from Sheol. For one 
always finds that such passages refer solely to security against 
some special danger to lifa Hence the expressions " to deliver 
from the power of Sheol," " to deliver from death," must mean 
not deliverance- from the power of death in another world, but 
rescue from the threatened danger of death here.^ The thought 
primarily refers to this world, but it is at the same time of a 
mystical character, so that it has in itself the power of lead- 
ing the thinker further. For, as soon as the expressions 
"communion with God" and "life" begin to be at all 
synonymous, the foundation is already laid of a true religious 
assurance of immortality, even although the doctrine itself 
is not yet consciously held. 

In this sense it is said that the godly are written in the 



1 Pb. xxiiL 8 f., xxvii. 1 ff., Iv. 23, IvL 4, 12, cxxL 5 f., xxxiv. 8 ff., xxii. 10 ff., 
L 16 ; Prov. ii. 20 flF., iii. 6. 

« Pa, xHi. 10, xliii. 2, xlvi 2, 12, xWiiL 4, Ixi 4f., Ixu, 8, 7, Ixvi. 9, Ixxi. 
8, 5, xci. Iff., 9, Ixxxiv. 12. 

> Pa. xxi 7, xxii. 27, xxx. 4, xxxvii. 28, xli. 13 ; Neh. iu 8 ; Bar. i. 11, Pa. 
Ixxii. 7 ; cf. Pa. xci. 16, xxi. 5. 

* Pa. xxxiii 19, ciii. 4 ; Prov. x. 2, 16, 28 ; cf. Pa. xlix. 16, Ixxiii. 23-26. 
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book of life/ tbat for them the fountains and paths of life 
are open.' God Himself is IsTael's life;^ His word sets 
before the people life or death> He who chastises a child, 
rescues his soul from the realm of the dead The godly man 
walks before God in the light of life.^ Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.® He delivers 
the godly from death, from the jaws of hell.^ Unto Him 
belong the issues from death.^ Therefore he who desires 
life must draw near to God.^ The righteous can look death 
in the face calmly and hopefully.^® Thus the feeling of safety 
and blessedness in God rises to a complete triumph over the 
fear of death. 

2. To communion with Gk)d is due the only philosophy 
which ever found expression among this people.^ Israel's 
philosophy does not depend, like secular philosophy, on the 
metaphysical labours of the human intellect The author of 
Ecclesiastes is, it is true, the first to waive aside as idle and 
useless man's subtle musings on the deepest problems of 
existence. But even Job and Proverbs give ns the same 
purely religious conception of wisdom. The men who think 
themselves wise, the clever, the scornful, are really fools ; and 
in His own time God shows that their cleverness is folly." 
The wisdom of the heathen is foolishness, compared with the 
simplicity of the pious.^ The " wise men " of the Old Testa- 
ment are not persons " to whom the popular religion no longer 

• Pa. box. 29 ; Dan. idi 1. * Ps. xvL 9, xxxvi. 9f. 

• Dent zzz. 20. 

• Deat. iy. 1, 4, 83, 40, v. 16, 28, 88, yi 2, 24, viii. 1 (xxx. 15, 19, xxzii 47) ; 
Jer. xzL 8ff.; Proy. iii 18, zxiii. 14. 

• Ps. lyL 13, cxix. 144, xci. 15. • Ps. cxyi 15. 

' Ps. xyi. 10, xyii. 14 ff., xlix. 16, Ixxiii. 23-26, xxyii 18, xxili. 6, xxx. 4, 
xxxyii. 28, ciiL 4, xxxiii. 19, etc. 

• Ps. Ixyiii. 21. » Ps. xxxiv. 13, xci. 15. 

«>Ps. xyiL, xlix., Ixxiii; Pioy. x. 2, xi. 4, 7, xii 28, xiii. 14, xiy. 27, 82, 
xix. 28. 

u Cf. Oehler, Die Orwidzage der alUestamentUchm WeisheU, 1854 ; Bradi, 
WtUheUMirt der Hebr&er, 1851. 

" Proy. iii 34, xiL 15, xiy. 12, xyi. 25, xviiL 2 ; Ps. xiy. 1, liii. 2. 

"Ezek. xxyuLSff. 
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gave satisfaction" (Bruch). In Israel they do not form a 
separate class at all. Where they seem to do so/ they are 
either identified with the men of experience, the old, or else 
the term is simply applied to those who are godly, prudent, 
and upright What gives Hebrew wisdom, as distinguished 
from prophecy, a resemblance to the philosophy of other 
nations, is, as Oehler rightly insists, its endeavour, in 
obedience to an inner necessity, to work up the ground 
thoughts of the Hebrew religion into a complete theory of 
life ; to defend it against the difficulties and doubts which 
must necessarily arise from an empirical view of the world, 
and to apply it to the various problems of practical lifa 
The wise in Israel relate the experience they have got 
from their own life and thought, on the basis of that view of 
life which God by His revelation has brought within His 
people's reach ; an experience which was of course accessible 
only to those who had the inclination and the capacity, 
not merely to overcome by active practical work the diffi- 
culties involved in the problem of life, but also to ponder 
over them till they became intelligible. Consequently, the 
wise are in no sense prophets, but simply pious men in 
possession of a consistent theory of moral and religious life. 

This wisdom of Israel — in which we must remember artistic 
skill ^ and purely practical sagacity^ are still inseparably bound 
up with the higher moral wisdom — is based on the revelation 
of God, especially on that wonderful law * which distinguishes 
Israel above all other nations. God giveth wisdom.* The 
man to whom God speaks is wise. The commandment of 
God is not far ofif from Israel, so that it has first to be brought 
down from heaven, or from beyond the sea. It is nigh ; it is 

» Jer. xviii. 18 ; cf. Ezek. vii. 26 ; Prov. i. 6, xiiL 20 ; cf. xxiii. 24. 
" Ex. XXXV. 25, xxxvi. 1, 2, 4. 

» E,g, Prov. vi. 1 fiF., 6 ff., 26, ix. 7ff., xvu. 18 (i. 6 ni5»nnn), xvL 12ff., etc.; 
2 Sam. xiii. 8, xiy. 2, xx. 16. 
* Deut. iv. 6, 8 ; Josh. i. 8; Pb. xxxvii. 30 f. 
» PVov, U. 6, XX. 27 ; Jer. ix. 12 ; 1 Kings iii. 12. 
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in Israel's mouth — that he may do it.* Thus the revelation 
of God makes it possible for this people to understand the 
world in the light of God. Through the word of God the 
psalmist has more understanding than his teachers, than the 
wise.* 

Hence, wisdom can he attained only along one line : by 
moral and religious experience of the truth that proceeds 
from God. He who seeks wisdom must be willing to receive 
instruction.' He must have humility towards God ; ^ he 
must seek after God. Then he will understand all things, 
will find even wisdom.^ The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.^ For this phrase is no doubt in- 
tended to describe the true fear of God as the august and 
holy Lord.^ Now this is no longer the fear which, in the 
Hebrew nature-religion, makes a man unhappy^ but that 
noble fear which includes love to God,^ delight in His 
commandments,^ and hatred of evil.*^ It is, in a word* 
•'religion,'* which, being equally far removed from unbelief 
and from bold assurance ^ has the promise of life.*^ It is, at 
one and the same time, the result of true wisdom, and the 
only foundation on which such wisdom can be based.^ 

Accordingly, true wisdom is attainable only by one who 
has the moral and religious temperament. Whosoever willeth 
to do the will of God will learn also to understand His 
secrets and His statutes. In the world, and its phenomena, 

1 Deut. XXX. 11-14. » Ps. cxix. 99 f. 

« Prov. i 2, 5, iii 11 f., xiL 1, xiil 1, 24, xt. 5. xix. 20, iv. 1, 18, v. 12, 
xxiii. 23. 

• Pa. xxT. 6, 8, li. 12f., cxix. 9f., 29, 88 ff., exxxk. 28fll 

• Pror. TiiL 17, xxviii. 6. 

• Prov. i. 7, ix. 10 ; Job xxviii. 28 ; Ps. cxi. 10 (Ecclee. xii. 13), mn^Tim^ 
^ Prov. xiil 18, xir. 16, xxviii. 14, TOH inDO ; Ps. xxiL 24, 26, xxv. 12, 

xxxiii 8, xa 11. 

• Pa. Ix. 6 ; ct 7. • Ps. cxii. 1. » Prov. viii 18 ; Josh. xxiv. 14. 
" Prov. X. 27, xiv. 26, xv. 16, xix. 28. 

" Deut iv. 10, V. 29, vi. 2, 18, 24, viiL 6 ; Hos. x. 3; Isa. xxxiii. 6; 
ct xxix. 18 ; Micah vi 9 ; Ps. xix. 10 ; Job xv. 4. 
» Prov. iL 6 (L 29). 
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there will be revealed to such an one an eternal world of 
divine thoughts and purposes.^ Assuredly no created being 
can sound the real depths of the wisdom of God. Heaven 
and earth cannot comprehend it. Destruction and death 
say. We have heard a rumour thereof. Wisdom herself 
created the world ; consequently no created thing can com- 
prehend her.^ But true essential wisdom may be received 
by the godly man, so far as a creature is capable of receiving 
it The pious Israelite has, in his inner world of thought, 
that which is as eternal and inviolable as God's own 
life; because, in reality, it is not essentially distinct from 
the divine life by which the world was made.' This is, 
in contrast with the vanity of the fool's thoughts, the true 
essence of life.^ Hence, it is not surprising that this wisdom 
is reckoned of priceless value, more precious than the rarest 
jewels.* It guards against tempters.* It bestows security,^ 
long life,® riches and power.* By true modesty ^® and noble 
self-restraint,^ it gains favour in the sight of God and man.^ 
All they that hate it, love death.^ 

^ Pa. xcil. 6, civ., czxxix. 17, <xxlvii.; Job ix. 4ff., xxvL 2flf., xzxTilL 4ff. 

" Job xxviiL 18, 22 ; Prov. viii. 22flf., xxx. 8f. 

» Prov. viii. 22 ff.; Job xxviii. 27 f.; Jer. x. 12, U. 15 ff. 

* n»Bhn, Prov. iii. 21, ii. 7, viii 14 ; Job vi. 18. 

^ Jobxxviii, 14 ff.; Prov. iiit 18, viii. U» ziii. 14, xvi 16, 22, xx. 15; cf. 
Eccles. viL 12, 19, ix. 16. 

« Prov. i. 10 ff., U. 12 ff. ' Prov. i. 82, ii. 7f., 12. 

« Prov. iii. % 16, iv. 10, ix. 11. • Prov. xxiv. 8ff. 

w Prov. XXV. 6 (Luke xiv. Sffl). " Prov. xxv. 16. 

" Prov. iii. 4, viii. 35. 

^ For rV\7V* n«T there is simply nKn\ Job iv. 6, xv. 4, xxil 4— for D^r6« TiTi 
simply nv*1 ^o^* i^* ^« '^^ individual utterances of wisdom are called niDSru 
Prov. i 20, ix. 1, 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT. 

1. God's covenant with Israel does not presuppose sinless- 
ness from the first If it did, it would really be a cruel 
deception, mocking the frailty of men by holding up before 
them a phantom salvation. On the contrary, in spite 
of the sin which cleaves to every man, it claims to bring 
about a real salvation. But, at the same time, according 
to Israel's original view, every sin cannot be atoned for. 
The oldest stories everywhere take for granted that any 
flagrant act of wilful disobedience to God's express command, 
any defiling of His holy land, any violation of His property 
and His rights has, as its inevitable result, punishment by 
" ban." Such sins cannot be expiated by sacrifice, whether 
bloody or bloodless.^ " If one man sin against another, then 
men may intercede with God for him, but if he sin against 
God (knowingly rebel against the statutes of the sanctuary), 
who shall intercede for him ? " * In other cases, however, 
ancient Israel, like other nations of antiquity, believed that it 
could avert God's anger by sacrifices and feasts. That is proved 
by the polemic of the earlier prophets against such confidence, 
often purely outward, in the efiQcacy of sacrifice to blot out 
sin. We also meet with a naive confidence that God 
can be reconciled by works of asceticism, provided His ban 
does not immediately sweep away the guilty, for example 
in stories such as 2 Sam. xiL 15 fil and 1 Kings xxi. 27. 

The later law, on the other hand, knows of a recon- 
ciliation with God through sacrifices, only in the case of 
a few comparatively trivial ofifences. The relationship is 
conceived of as being the same as that of one man com- 
mitting a legal offence against another. Now in courts 

^ 1 Sam. iiL 14 ; Josh, vii., etc. ' 1 Sam. u. 25 (Sopt Thenios}. 
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of law there are crimes for which compensation is absolutely 
out of the question, death being the inevitable punishment. 
Such are intentional murder, adultery, man-stealing, showing 
disrespect to parents, etc.^ Others again may be redressed 
by compensation, if the person injured is good enough not 
to exact his rights to the uttermost Examples of this are : 
accidental manslaughter, sexual licence in cases where there 
is no question of marriage rights, etc' This comes out most 
clearly in connection with manslaughter. Only a person who 
has robbed another of life " inadvertently," without bearing 
him a grudge, can escape the avenger of blood by fleeing to 
a city of refuge. Such an asylum does not shelter a wilful 
murderer. For murder no ransom can be accepted; the 
land would thereby be defiled as conniving at the crime; 
nothing but the blood of the murderer can cleanse it.^ 
According to the Law, this is precisely the relation between 
the sinner and God. In the case of one who, by his sin, 
intentionally disowns the covenant itself, there can be no 
question of sacrifice. He has himself cut away the ^*ound 
on which it would have been possible for him to obtain 
reconciliation. For one who sins *' with a high hand," that 
is, with the intention of acting in defiance of God's com- 
mandment, there is no sin-offering. He refuses, in fact, to 
enter the circle within which such a sacrifice has efficacy.* 
Hence that soul must be cut off from among the people, 
whether God do it Himself by an act of judgment, or com- 
mission the authorities to do it.^ 



* Ex. xxi. 12-17; Ley. xx. 10, xxiy. 17; Num. xxxv. 16 fit, 80 ff.; Dent 
xxii. 24. 

« Ex. xxi. 18 f., xxii. 15 f.; Lev. xix. 20 ; Num. xxxv. 23 f. 
» Num. xxxv. 11, 16 if., 19 f., 30 f. 

* noi n^n, Num. xv. 80, xxxiiL 8 ; Ex. xiv. 8 ; cf. HD mn^ 13*T, Num. 
XV. 31. 

5 Ex. xxii. 18 f., XXX. 83, xxxi. 14; Lev. vii. 20, 27, x. 2, xviL 4, 10, 
xviii. 22 f., 29, xx. 6, 11 ff., 15 ff., 27, xxiv. 16; Num. iv. 20, xv. 82 f., etc.; 
cf. Lev. xviii. 29, xix. 8, xx. 18, xxii. 8 ; Num. xv. 80 ; cf. Ex. xxiL 18, xxL 
15-17; cf. Lev. xx. 5f., xxiii. 80« 
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But Inhere there has been no evil intention to resist God, 
but onlj an involuntary transgression of some divine 
arrangement,^ — as, for example, where voluntary self-accusa- 
tion,* without the person concerned having been convicted, 
plainly shows that he was willing to obey, and sinned ouly 
" through inadvertence " * — then we have a case where, with 
the consent of the injured party, compensation may 
suffice without the full strength of the law being brought 
into play. Now in the case of God this goodwill always 
exists. The individual member of the community in cove- 
nant with Him, He treats with love and mercy, just as 
His righteousness towards the frail race must, in itself, mean 
tenderness and consideration. He is willing to be considerate 
to their failings; He is the merciful and the forgiving 
One.* 

2. Thus, for a special class of offences, the Law presupposes 
the possibility of a sinner being allowed to clear himself 
of opposition to Grod, and remain within the covenant of 
grace. But it is not from these arrangements that we can 
learn what the true religion of the Old Testament believed 
regarding the reconciliation of the sinner with God. For 
the sins for which the sin-offering of the law has efficacy, 
have no great importance either for the life of the people 
or for the inner consciousness of the individual. To under- 
stand the real Old Testament doctrine of atonement we 
have to look away from the sacrifices and study the thoughts 
of the great prophets and psalmists. In their view, there 
is no limit to God's willingness to be reconciled. If Israel 
draws near to Him in penitence, he may be sure that he 
will be welcomed with open arms. Bight in the heart of 

* jn* K^ >3t30 D^» Lev. ▼. % 8, IT.  So Lev. ▼. 4 f., 21 f. 

* fUaW, Ler. iv. 22, 27, v. 16, xxii. 14 ; Num. xv. 24 f., 27 f. 

* PV KIW, ^ Kb3, h n^D. Exod. xxxiL 82, xxxiv. 6, 7 ; Num. xir. 18 1 
The civil aspect of sach a tranagression does not, of coone, come into con- 
sideration here. 
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the sternest utterances of judgment and wrath, there is 
always something about a willingness to forgive, at least in 
the future.^ Where human mercy could not and dared not 
re-tie the broken bond, divine mercy is still ready to do 
so.^ This omnipotence of God's redeeming grace depends, 
on the one hand, on Grod's own nature. He is the gracious 
One who,' even in wrath, remembers mercy, who takes away 
sin and passes by transgression.' He swears by Himself 
that He desires, not the death, but the conversion of the 
sinner^ He does not deal with frail men after their sins, 
but He forgives their iniquity.^ Hence, it is an essential 
attribute of the divine personality that its love should be 
stronger than human sin, that it should overcome even the 
resistance of sin. Even where God must break the existing 
covenant on account of Israel's sins. He remains willing to 
enter into a covenant out of which a new form of salvation 
may spring. On this conviction is based the hope which 
the prophets have of a new dispensation of grace after 
judgment. 

But it is not merely this general goodness of God 
with which Israel is concerned. God loves Israel with a 
peculiar covenant love for which earth cannot furnish a 
metaphor of sufficient strength.^ And this love of His 
outlasts Israel's sin. His heart yearns to forgive.^ He 
will let Himself be found even by sinners.^ He will cast 
their sins into the depths of the sea,^ Hence, as regards 
Israel, God's forgiving mercy is more exactly defined as 

^ Deiit XXX. 1 ff. ; Jer. xriii. 8, zxvi. 19 f. ; Ezek. xxxiii. 8-19 ; Hos. tL 8, 
11. vii. 1, xL 8, xiv. 5ff.; Joel ii 18 ff., etc 

' B. J. liv. 6 (already a near approach to the parable of the Prodigal Son. 
The idea is different in Jer. iii. 1). 

' Cf. among other passages, Jonah iv. 10 ; Ps. Ixxyii. 10, Ixxxyl 5, Ixxyiii. 
88 ; Micah viL 18 ; cf. Ps. cxxx. 4, xcix. 8. 

* Ezek. xviii. 23, 82, xxxiii. 11 ; cf. Jer. iy. If., iu. 12, 22, vu. 8, xvuL 8. 
8 Ps. ciiL 9-18 ; B. J. Ivii. 16. 

« Jer. li. 6 ; B. J. 1. 1, xlix. 15 f. (Jer. xvii. 14; Hoa. xiv. 9 ; Ps. li 8). 
' Hos. xi. 8f., xUi. 14, xiv. 4. • B. J. Iv. 6 Ixv. 1 f. 

• Micah viL 19 (Isa. xxxviiL 17). 
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covenant mercy. Because of the blood of His covenant He 
bestows ledemption; He opens a fountain for sin and for 
nncleanness.^ For His own sake, for His own name's sake, 
that is, because His own honour, the end of His salvation, is 
bound up with the development of this people. He will not let 
them be lost, but is ever ready to take them back again.^ In 
the love which God bears to the ideal Israel, His beloved son, 
the Israel of history has the constant assurance that recon- 
ciliation is possibla And whatever represents to Him this 
ideal Israel, becomes the channel of His mercy. Such is His 
holy city, such His sanctuary,^ such are the patriarchs, such 
too are David and Moses His beloved,^ and such the Servant 
of Jehovah who, as a guilt - ofifering, gives His life for 
IsraeL* 

Thus God does not forsake His people. Individual 
generations may reach such a stage of apostasy that judgment 
cannot be averted,® but not the whole people. God will 
wash away the filth and blood of Zion with the spirit of 
judgment and of destruction, that it may again be called the 
city of righteousness, the faithful city.^ He does not 
punish Israel, as He punishes the enemies of His people, 
with an everlasting punishment.^ He gives to its deliverer. 



^ Zech. ix. 11 (in the New Testament, " on account of the blood of Christ 
shed to establish the new covenant." "This cap is the new covenant in My 
blood.") Lev. zxtL 42; cl Zech. ziii 1. 

s B. J. xUlL 26, zlviiL 9, lii. 5 ; Joel ii, 17, 19 ; Ezek. zz. 9, 14, 22, 44, 
zzztL 16 ff., 22, 23, zzziz. 7, 25 ; Jer. ziy. 21 ; Dent. iz. 28, zzziL 27 ; Ps. 
Izziz. 9, czT. 1, 2. 

' & J. Izil 1 ; of. 1 Kings vui. 29 ff. 

* 1 Kings zi. 13, 82, ziv. 21, zv. 4 ; 2 Kings yiii. 19, zix. 84 ; Deut iz. 27. 
(We should lemember in this connection the intercession of God's friends, 
whether angels or men. Job zzii. 80, zzziii. 28, zlii. 8-10 ; of. also Kzek. zxfi. 
30 f.; Jer. v. 1). 

» B. J. liiL 10, 12, Izr. 8. 

* 2 Kings zziii. 26, zziv. 8, 20 ; Isa. vi.; Jer. zy. Iff., "even though Moses 
and Samuel were to intercede for this people, that would no longer help 
them.'* 

' Isa. i 26 f., iv. 4, zzxiii. 51, 24 ; Zech. ziiL 1 ; Jer. zziz. 11. 

" B. J. zzTii. 7 ; of. Jer. zzz. 11, 18, zlvi. 28 ; Amos iz. 7 ff.; Hos. xi. 8 ff. 
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as ransom for His people, the most distant heathen lands.^ 
He remembereth His covenant and showeth pity.' And 
Satan, who would still gladly accuse " the brand plucked out 
of the fire," he sternly repulses.* But in the exclusive 
emphasising of the people^ we do not find that this doctrine 
is logically carried out to the Christian conclusion that there 
is no limit to the possibility of the conversion of an 
individual, so long as he is not hardened in sin. At the 
most, there is only a hint of it in passages like Ezekiel, 
chapters xviii and xxxiii. 

3. For the individual Israelite therefore, and for the 
sinful community, reconciliation depends objectively on a con- 
nection being maintained with the true Israel which is 
loved by God, and subjectively on the sin being negatived 
as one not committed consciously or of set purpose, and 
being repented of and made of none effect by a ransom. 
These two conditions together complete the actual process 
of reconciliation. 

This true Israel, in connection with which the sinner can 
find reconciliation, receives special embodiment in specially 
ideal and prominent members of the people on whom God's 
love is firmly fixed. Thus the thought of the fathers whom 
God loved brings pardon to their descendants.^ Thus Moses 
by his personal intercession, is able to gain Gk)d's favour 
for the people he will not sever himself from or forsaka^ 
He gains it by reminding God of His purposes of salvation 
for this people, and that His own honour is at stake.^ Later 
on, God is gracious, for David's sake, to his successors.^ 
The real holiness of God's people is, for the Law, embodied 
in its sacred forms. The consecration of the people to God 
receives official expression in the priesthood, just as that, in 



1 B. J. zliii 3, 4, 14. * Ps. cvi. 45 f. ; Amoe v. 4. 

» Zech. ill 2. * Er. xxxiL 18, xxxiii 1. 

» Ex. xxxii. 20, 81. • Num. xiv. 12 flf. ; Josh, vil 7 tt 
7 2 Kiugs viii. 19. 
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tani, culminates in the high priesthood. The priest can ''give 
covering " to the sinner, so that he may draw near to God 
with his prayer for pardon (^? "^B?). The presence of God 
among this people, and His willingness to let Himself be 
found, receive permanent expression in the holy place. Hence 
these forms are the objective acts with which atonement is 
associated. In the eyes of the ancient people, too, they 
undoubtedly had this value, although the loftiest con- 
ception of the doctrine of atonement in the great prophets, 
and in such Psalms as zxxii. and li, neither requires them 
nor attaches any importance to them. 

4. From the subjective standpoint a person must, as it 
were, revoke his sin by declaring that it was not committed 
by him of set purpose. Nothing, therefore, could be more 
natural than the idea of effecting this atonement by the 
bringing of a gift pure and simple — that is, by obtaining 
the favour of God by means of a material present accept- 
able to Him, or by a humility flattering to the pride of the 
injured party. Such was the mould in which the ideas of 
ancient Israel were cast, as we see clearly from ancient 
proverbs and stories. The sinner brought God a gift to 
appease Him. He bowed before Him in fasting, in an 
attitude of mourning and humiliation, and sought, in this 
way, to make his prayer for pardon impressive and 
effectual.' 

But we meet with a far higher conception when the 
prophets and the psalmists of the prophetic period tell us 
how the guilty people can obtain reconciliation with its 
God, or when the process of reconciliation is presented to us, 
in the writings of the prophetic period, wUhotU any refereTue 
to those outvHird forms. The people can never, as the 
prophets are well aware, deserve reconciliation by its own 

^ CL 1 Sam. xztL 19 ; 2 Sam. xii 16-22, zvi. 10 ; 1 Kings xxi 27, eta 
The money for repentance and atonement belonged to the priests (2 Kings 
xii 17). 
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merits. It coald never wash itself clean from its sin.^ 
In fact it did not even make an effort to obtain reconciliation.^ 
Nothing but the free grace, which depends on God's purposes 
of love, brings salvation. For the gifts which have been 
presented to Him from of old, the sacred rites of sacrifice 
and self-mortification have, in themselves, no power to atone 
for a nation of sinners. To seek God with sheep and oxen, 
to torment themselves, in His honour, at feasts and new 
moons, with prayers, fastings, and rending of clothes — all 
this the Israelites were always ready to do whenever the 
blows of God fell heavily upon them ' ; ready, if need be, to 
ofTer up their own sons. Such sacrifices were continually 
before God> But for such conduct prophecy has nothing 
but distinct condemnation, and thus it opens up the way 
for a specially important development of this doctrine. 

Naturally the sacred forms of atonement, as such, were 
neither attacked nor questioned by the prophets, but certainly 
their significance in relation to God was.^ To that most impor- 
tant question, whether the covenant with all its promises, 
even when broken externally, could be again renewed through 
God's covenant mercy, these forms have no answer to give. 
In fact, when great attention is given to them, they may 
even have an injurious effect on the people in regard to 
religion. For they regard sacrifice as an act ; and it is only 
natural for human ignorance and pride to imagine that 
Grod is reconciled by the mere act itself — ^that sacrifice is 
not a means of grace bestowed upon the people by (rod, 
but a gift, valuable in itself, to the receiver. The super- 
stitious mass of the members of the old covenant might 



^ Jer. ii. 22. > B. J. xliiL 23 ff. ; Ezek. zxxvi. 22, 82. 

» Micah vL 6, 7. * Ps. 1. 8 ff. 

» Cf. Jor. xvii. 21 ; B. J. Ivi. 2, Iviii. 12 f.; Joel ii. 15 ff.; Hagg. i. 7ff.; 
Job xliL 8 (Mai. i. 7f., 12 f.). Even in Pa. IL 18 ; according to the following 
verees, which certainly belong to the original Psalm, sacrifice is only regarded 
as not being desired by God until he should have again built up the walls of 
Zion which, during the Exile, are lying in ruins. 
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well take this view — at any rate, without showing such a 
want of understanding as the mass of the members of the 
new covenant who consider that the condition of recon- 
ciliation is the sacrament as an opus operatum, or pious 
works, or the covenant death of Jesus, as such, without any 
inward appropriation of it, or orthodox belief as an affair 
of the intellect But such a view necessarily destroyed in 
the people the one condition of reconciliation — a humble 
and believing spirit 

Hence, in opposition to this pernicious idea, it is said that 
Grod has absolutely no need of these sacrifices ; that He now 
demands them as little as He formerly did at Sinai. " For 
aught I care," says God by Jeremiah,^ " ye may eat your burnt- 
offerings with your sacrifices." God will have no sacrifices of 
any kind. They are an abomination to Him. He regards 
sacrificial assemblies as a mere treading of His courts.^ 
Fasting and prayer avail nothing.' The wicked man, who 
hates instruction, should not take God's name into his 
moutb> When tlie people, as if they had not forsaken 
righteousness and order, betake themselves to fasting, and yet 
never leave off practising covetousness and injustice, they 
deceive themselves utterly. Sacrifice, in a wicked spirit, has 
no value.^ Hence when the wicked among exilic Israel 
desire, in defiance of God's commandment, to have . a temple 
and a regular service in a foreign land, it has to be regarded 
as an abomination and a crime.^ 

This grand view of reconciliation, which put sacrifice and 
the whole apparatus of human ritual into the background 
as non-essential, is clearly seen in the general attitude which 
most of the prophets take up toward the forms of worship. 
Ezekiel, it is true, is once more heartily in love with them ; 

^ Ps. 1. 10-18, xL 7 ; Ho8. v. 6, vL 6 j Jer. vi. 20, rii 4, 21 f.; Amos v. 25 ; 
Isa. i. llff. ; Micahvi. 6f. 
' Im. i. 12 ff. ; Lot. xxvL 8L * Isa. L 16 ; Jer. xiv. 12 ; ZeolL vii. 5. 

* Pa. 1. 16 f. » Proy. xv. 8, xxi. 8, 27 ; B. J. lyiii. 2 flf. 

• B. J. Ixvi 1-8. 
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before his eye there stands a new temple in new symbolic 
forms.^ But even Jeremiah still warns against superstitious 
inquiries regarding the outward belongings of the sanctuary^ 
the ark of the covenant, and the like.' Sacrifices are trans- 
figured by the prophets into spiritual thank-offerings.* The 
congregation of the future will be filled with the Spirit, and 
have direct relations with the covenant God of Israel* 

Now, just as the outward forms of sacrifice begin to fade 
away into shadows, the age is lighted up with the pregnant 
thought of a nobler sacrifice about to come. The Servant of 
God who represents Israel's calling, and who, uniting the 
sinful people with its God, becomes Himself an atonement 
for Israel, suffers and dies in His vocation in order to secure 
this reconciliation. His death, freely endured for the people, 
is a means of reconciliation of a new kind, an offering for sin 
unlike the victims slain of old.^ Thus, as the shadows dis- 
appear, prophecy grasps the substance. 

5. This conception of the problem of reconciliation is the 
ruling idea in the prophetic writings, and has found incom- 
parable expression in Fs. xxxii. and li On God's covenant 
love, and on the connection of His honour and His plan 
of salvation with this people, depends the indestructible 
possibility of reconciliation. Nothing is required save the 
inclination of the heart which alone enables this possibility 
of reconciliation to be grasped, and which displays itself in 
true, infallible signs. According to the abundant testimonies 
which we have from Amos to Zechariah, the actual process of 
reconciliation is as follows : — 

The first requisite is earnest and unfeigned sorrow for sin, 
whether combined with outward tokens of penitence or not.* 
At the preacher's call to repent, the Israelite must confess 

1 Ezek. xl. ff. « Jer. iii. 16 f., vii. 4, xxxi. 83. 

» Pa. 1. 14, 23, li. 19, bcix. 81 ff. * Jer. xxxi 88 ; Joel iiL 1 ff. 

' DB^'X, B. J. liii 10. 

« Dent iv. 29 f.; Jer. iii. 21; Joel il. 12-17. 
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that his punishment was just ; ^ must, with penitential tears, 
acknowledge the chastisement of God and take words with 
him^ the calves of the lips, instead of outward offerings.' He 
must yearn to be freed, not merelj from punishment, which 
makes him unhappy, but from sin itself, which keeps him at 
variance with God's holy will.^ A broken and a contrite 
heart that loathes its sin finds reconciliation.* For " when I 
would have kept silence, my bones waxed old through my 
roaring all the day long." ^ 

But when this sorrow is genuine, and no mere ** feigned con- 
version/'^ the whole tenor of the life must give proof of the 
change. True repentance shows itself in sterling uprightness, 
generosity, and mercy, and in the forsaking of idolatry.^ 
" Break up your fallow 'ground," cries Jeremiah to his con- 
temporaries.^ ^' Make you a new heart and a new spirit " ® is 
Ezekiel's advice. And many.of the most beautiful passages 
in the Prophets insist that deeds, not words, prove a conver- 
sion true.^ 

God alone can replace the old antagonism to Himself by 
this new disposition. He EEimself effects conversion by chang- 
ing the 8t(Hiy heart into a beart of flesh. He teaches men 
to bethink themselves of their latter end. His prophets have, 

* Fk xzr. 7, zzxviiL 19, sli 6, IL liT.^ Ixv. 4, czxz. 1 ff.; Jer. iii. 18, ziv. 
20 ; Lam. iii. 89 fil ; Lev. xxvi 40 ; 1 Kings viiL 47 ; 2 Kings xxii. 19 ; 
Pl*OT. xxviii. 13 ; Job xlii. 6. 

' Hofl. T. 15, xiv. 3 j Jer. xxx. 14i:, xxxi 9, lZU$h 4fir^ 19; Micah vii. 9 ; 
Ps. li. 5 f. (God desires integrity, Ps. U. 8). 

* Hos. yiL 15 f. ; cf. Hicidi UL 9. 

* Ezek. xviii. 80 ff., xx. 43 ; Ps. IL 19 ; B. J. Ivii. IS. 

* Ps. xxxii 8 ff. This is also very beantifally described in Micab vii. 7 ff. 
*"lpBb yif^t Jer- iii 10 ; '* fleeting goodness," Hos. yL 4 (it most be done 

"witb tbe whole heart," Jer. xxiv. 7). 

' Hoe. xiT. 9 ; B. J. xxvii. 9 (Prov. x. 12, xri. <^, xviL '9, zxi. 18) ; Isa. L 16ff. ; 
Jer. iv. 4, 14, viL 8, xxii. 8 ; Ezek. xviiL 27 ff.; Amos ▼. 15ff.,.23-25, etc. 

'Jer. IT. 8, 14 ; Hos. x. 12. *£zek. xviii 81, xxxiii. 11. 

» Hos. TL 6, xii. 7, xiv. 2 ; Isa. i 18 ; B. J. Ivi 1 ff., Ivui. 8-14. Even the 
emphasising of the Sabbath, and of the building of the temple, B. J. Ivi 4, 
Iviii 18 ; Jer. xvii. 21 ff. ; Hagg. i 8, 10 ff., 18 ff., is only an individual in> 
stance of the demand that goodness of disposition should manifest itself in 
laithful and active work* 

VOL. IL G 
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in fact, no higher office than to create this frame of mind.^ But 
there must be combined with it a firm and joyful belief that 
God both can and will forgive and succour.' The poor, the sad, 
the needy, who give God the glory and seek Him in prayer, 
obtain a hearing.^ This, then, is the process of reconciliation. 
The divine word or act of punishment strikes home, produces 
sorrow for, and a strong recoil from, sin ; and arouses a confi- 
dent hope that God will, in His covenant mercy, welcome the 
prodigal/ This whole procedure, on man's part, is generally 
spoken of as a return to God,^ a seeking after Him,® or an 
endeavour to appease Him."^ And as soon as that occurs, 
God thinks no more of former sin.® 

Whoever is reconciled feels he has a clean heart, a heart no 
longer stained with the guilt of sin, a new spirit of assurance 
which makes him no longer uncertain as to his position before 
God.® This feeling finds vent in joyful thanksgiving to God,^® 
in gladsome worship of Him,^^ and in eager zeal to show to 
other sinners also the way of salvation,^ but of course above all 
in strictly moral conduct.^ To this sense of the blessedness of 
reconciliation which, in accordance with the whole conception 
of the Old Testament, is often coincident with the conscious- 

1 Hagg. i. 14 ; cf. 12 ; Ezek. xi. 19, xxxvi. 26 f.; Deut zxx. 6 ; Pa. zc. 12 ; 
Jer. xm. 14, xxxi. 19, cf. yi. 8 ; Ho<i. xiv. 2ff. 

* Hos. vi. 1, xii. 7 ; B. J. Ixiii. 16 ; cf. Isa. x. 20, xii. 2, xvii. 7 ; B. J. xiv. 
82, XXV. 1 ; Jer. xvii. 5 if., etc. 

> Jor. xiii. 16, xxix. 12 ff.; B. J. Iv. 1, Ixi. 1 ff., Ixiv. 4, Ixvi. 2. 

* E.g. JoDahiii. 5-10 (Job viii. 5, xi. 13 if., xxii. 21 ff., the counsel of hia 
friends). 

• mn^"^K 215^, e.g. Isa. 1. 27, vi. 10 ; Jer. iii. 7, 14, iv. 1, v. 8, xviii. 8, 11, 
xxiv. 7, XXV. 6, xxvi. 3 ; Deut. iv. 30, xxx. 1 ; Ezek. xiii. 22, xviii. 21, 23, 82 ; 
Hos. xiv. 2, cf. also 5 (cf. j;C'B"^3C^ B. J. lix. 20). 

• mn^nx Crn, e.g. Jer. 1. 4ff.; B. J. Iv. 6, Iviii. 2, etc. ^« nnD, ^K nne^, 
U'p3» C^'pa, e. g. Hos. iii. 6 ; Jer. xxix. 13 ; Deut. iv. 29 ; Zeph. ii. 3 ; Ps. Ixxviii, 34. 

7 n^n Mai. i. 9. • Ezek. xxxiii. 15 f. » Ps. li. 12 (xc. 14). 

w Pa. 11. 14, xc. 14, liv. 8 (IviL 9ir., Ixix. 31 if., cxix. 108 ; Isa. xxxviiL 9ff. 

" As without any such reference, Deut. xii. 12, 18 ff., xvL 11, 14, xxvi 12 ff., 
xxvii. 7. 

w Ps. li. 15, xxxu. 8. 

"P^j53, Hos. viii. 6. That follows, as a matter of course, from "the new 
heart of circumcision," which is a condition of reconciliation (Jer. iv. 4, xxxii. 
89 ff.; £zek. xviii. 81.) 
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ness of deliverance from sore trouble^ we owe no inconsiderable 
number of the most beautiful Psalms. 

How great was the value attached by the prophetic age to 
this consciousness of reconciliation is shown by the rich 
variety of expressions for God's act of forgiveness. God takes 
away guilt,^ blots it out,* washes it away,* covers it up,* 
▼eils,^ expiates,® cleanses,^ heals it.^ He does not remember 
sin ,• he removes it,^® passes it by,^^ casts it behind his back,^ 
foigives it,^ lets it be made good.^* All these expressions 
take for granted that, in His exercise of omnipotent mercy, 
God has the full right to forgive sin^ absolutely without 
regard to legal compensation and satisfaction, as soon as there 
is no antagonism of will between Himself and man ; as soon 
as man actually ceases his opposition to God, God remembers 
no more his former sins.^^ 

6. The Law, in so far as it deals with the question of 
atonement, naturally regards the sacred ritual as capable 
of efTecting reconciliation. In the two guilt-offerings the 
thought of a gift as a renunciation of property is firmly 
maintained. The person has to show his penitence, his 
readiness to make good the error he has committed, not 
merely in words but also in deeds. Now, on the one hand, 
this meets the case only of a limited class of sins. On the 

' J\V ^i^y Ho6. xiv. 8 ; Isa. xxxiiL 24 ; Pa. Izxxy. 8. 

' nno, Jer. xyiii. 23 ; B. J. xliiL 25, xliv. 22; Ps. li 8, 11. 

• fm, Isa. iv. 4 ; DM, Ps. li 8, d. 

• nD3, Ps. Ixxxv. 8, xxii. 1. 

• nas (with ^ of the person), Deut xxi. 8 ; Ps. Ixr. 4 ; Isa. tL 7, xxii. 14 ; 
B. J. xsviL 9 ; Jer. xviii. 23 ; Ezek. xvi 68. 

• Kisn, Pa. IL 9. ' ina Ps. U. 4 ; Jer. xxxiii. 8. 
' K!)% Jer. iiL 22. 

• nat vh J«. xxxL 84 ; Ezek. xviii. 22, 28, 30, xxxiiL 16 ; B. J. xliu. 25 ; 
Pa. IL 11. 

**"in)n, Isa. vi. 7 ; B. J. xxvii. 9. 

» Tapn, Job vii. 21 ; Zech. iii. 4. "Isa. xxxriii. 17. 

"i r6o, Jer, V. 1, xxxl 34, xxxiiL 8, L 20 ; 1 Kings viiL 60. 

" nn3, . J. 3cl. 2. 

^ Ezek. xriiL 26 ff., xxxiiL 16flf.; Isa. L 17, 18. 
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other hand, the opposition to a superstitious over-estimate of 
human acts of penitence is also at work. It is not the act, 
the gift, which produces the result. No demand is anywhere 
made for special activity in self-mortification and fasting. 
The intrinsic value of the gifts may be small, may even sink 
into absolute insignificance, provided the symbolical act of 
surrender remain as a token of penitence. It is God Himself 
who gives for this purpose the blood, the life of the animal, 
which belongs exclusively to Himself. And it is of (rod's 
mere good pleasure that this becomes a means of reconciliation ; 
though certainly from its highly sacred associations blood is, 
as a sjfsmbol of reconciliation, peculiarly appropriate. The 
one really essential point in the whole ceremony of sacrifice 
is the confession of sin, whether that is done through an 
act or expressly in a solemn form -of words.^ The person 
renounces liis sin, confesses himself guilty in the sight of 
God, and does what God requires in order to make good 
whatever offences lie has committed. 



B. TEE BBLI&IOUS VIEW OF TEE WOBLD. 

{a) Ood wnd the World. 

<3HAPTER VIL 

THE SPIRITUAL PERSONAL GOD OF ISRAEL. 

1. The Old Testament nowhere felt the need of proving 
the existence of God. In the time of Mosaism, such an 
attempt would have been simply unintelligible. At that 
time, even among the heathen, there was everywhere a per- 

* liev. xvi. 21 ; Num. v. 7 (2 Sam. xii. 18). 
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fectly unhesitatiDg conviction as to the existence of the Deity. 
All the religious errors of the time were due to a confounding 
of this Deity with the world of sense, with the life and 
sorrows of external natuva Least of all, however, could the 
religion of Israel, which claimed to be a revelation of the 
living God, begin to discuss the existence of that God. Its own 
existence was, in fact, a proof of it. Without that it would be 
itself an empty deceit, having neither right nor title to exist. 
Hence it could no more wish to prove the existence of God than 
an ordinary man feels the need of proving that he himself exists. 
Accordingly, it is not a proof of God's existence^ but rather 
an indication of how to obtain an inward conviction of His 
majesty and omnipotence, when early psalms point out how 
the vault of heaven testifies to the glory of its Creator; how 
day keeps preaching unto day, and night unto night, a sermon 
that sends its echoes out through all the earth ;^ how the 
awful peal of the thunder proclaims to every creature the 
majesty of the God whose voice it is ; * how the world it- 
self and, above all, man's position of favour and unmerited 
honour bear witness to that Creator.^ One might speak of 
these as indications of the teleological argument for the 
existence of God, which is always the first to occur to a 
simple faith. It is,, however, nearei the truth to say that 
belief in God is made heartier and warmer by a contemplation 
of the beauty and glory of natura It was rather the later ages 
that felt the need of having their belief in the existence of 
God strengthened, partly because people were then beginning 
to think and reason more about religion, but mainly because 
when face to face with heathen gods, in times of national 
misfortune, the Israelites might easily have lost the firm 
conviction that their God was really the living and true 
God. This, then, is the task which specially belongs to the 
prophets and poets in the days of Israel's sore distress, when 
the scoffer exclaims, " Where now is thy God ? " 

iPi.xix.lE *P8.xxix. »P8. viii 
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In this sense the author of Job points out how the power 
and wisdom of the Creator are revealed in the glories of 
nature ; ^ and other poets and prophets reiterate in splendid 
fashion this ** teleological " proof of the revelation of God in 
His world.* Above all, the prophet of the Exile reminds his 
unhappy people that their religion points them to "the 
foundations of the earth/' and that they ought, therefore, to 
know how convincingly creation testifies of God.' 

But all this is not really meant by these men as a proof 
of God's existence. Even in the most despairing passages of 
Job there is nowhere even a moment of uncertainty about 
the being of God. Indeed, even the scepticism of the Lev- 
itical period does not touch this ground. For " the preacher " 
Solomon everything rocks and sways ; but " the fear of God " 
always remains for him the most certain of all things. Bight 
well the Old Testament knows, and that in Psalms which are 
certainly not among the latest,* of persons who say " There 
is no God." But that does not mean theoretical atheists, for 
whom the existence of Grod might and should be formally 
proved. These " fools " say in their heart, " There is no God," 
that is, all their plans and calculations take this for granted. 
In all their thoughts and acts they leave God wholly out of 
account as One who is not present and need not be considered. 
They are not essentially different from those who "forget 
God," but who, nevertheless, have God's name constantly on 
their lips.* They are, therefore, practical atheists, with whom 
there can be no argument, because they do not theoretically 
dispute the existence of God but simply do not allow the fact 
to have any real influence over their Uvea In fact, they 
would not understand a proof even if they got it. For though 
they may be clever enough after the human standard, they 
are quite inaccessible to tms wisdom, to the moral and 

1 Job xu. 9, xxxvii.-xL • Jer. xiv. 22 ; Pa. civ. (xciv. 9, 10). 

• B. J. xl. 21 ; cf. 28 ff., xlii. 5, xlv. 18. 

* Ps. X. 4, 11. xiv. 1 (liiL 2). » Pb. L 22 ; cf. 16. 
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religious meaniDg of life. They lack the faculty by which 
to apprehend the reality of the eternal world, of which the 
** natural ** man, the fool in the Biblical sense of the word, 
has no conception. 

2. In the Old Testament conception of God, nothing stood 
out from the first so strongly and unmistakably as the per- 
sonaliiy of the God of Israel There is nowhere even the 
faintest inclination to the thought of a God without conscious- 
ness or will It is the same in the Exile when, according to 
A, the command or word of God — ^that is, the expression of 
His free, self-conscious will — establishes the foundations of the 
world, as among the earlier writers who speak of God as legend 
does. The picture is always that of a God who sees that 
the world of His creation is good, as well as that mankind 
have subsequently wandered from the right way, who, there- 
fore, stands contrasted with the world as self - conscious 
reason^ — of a God who talks with the saints, who gives 
commandments which are to regulate Israel's life, who gives 
instructions in accordance with which the great leader leads 
His people to Palestine, etc.,^ — of a God therefore who reveals 
Himself as free vnll, and that, too, as wise and moral will 
In the covenant, this God acts as a Person with other persons.^ 
And when He swears by Himself,^ He represents Himself, in 
this free act of self-consciousness, as objective. In short, the 
God of the old covenant is thoroughly self-conscious, in- 
dependent of the world, free, personal He is regarded as 
the independent Lord of the world, perfectly free from en- 
tanglement in the life of natura Thus the writer C ^ takes 
the very name of the covenant God, Jehovah, to mean 
that He is unchangeable self-existence, absolute personality. 
But there is no need of further proof of this. The tendency 



» Gen. i. 4, 10, 12, 18, 26, 81, vi 12f., etc. 
' Gen. tL 13 ff., zviL 1 ff. ; Ex. xx.if., etc. 

* Gen. xviL 1 ff. ; Ex. xiz. ^ Gen. xxii. 16 ; Ex. xiii. 5, 11 (B), etc 

• Ex. iii. 14 (C) ; cf. Num. xiv. 21, 28 (A J). 
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in the newer theology, which inclines to a less definitely 
personal conception of God, feels clearly enough its antagonism 
to the Mosaic idea of God, and lets this be seen in its 
depreciation of the Old Testament. 

3. Much more- naturally might it be asked whether this 
idea of God's personality is not so strongly emphasised that 
his spiritual life. His divinity, is thereby lost. It cannot be 
denied that in the earlier books of the Old Testament there 
certainly is an apparent humanisation of God. In fact, it 
cannot be otherwise. For the human mind cannot apprehend 
a personal, conscious, and independent life, save as human. 
Where it is not the language of the schools that is spoken, but 
the vivid and sensuous language of daily life, personal life can be 
described only by expressions borrowed from human life, and 
by speaking " the language of the children of men." ^ Hence 
no one who understands the essence of popular speech, and 
who is not perfectly incapable of appreciating the elevated 
tone of poetic diction, ca» possibly take offence at such ex- 
pressions as God's hand„ arm, mouth, eye, or at His speaking, 
walking, laughing, etc In such expressions the activity of 
the living God is simply depicted after the manner of human 
acts, in the naive style of popular poetic language. Nor will 
any reasonable man imagine that such expressions make it 
impossible for the writers who use them to have a perfect 
idea of a spiritual God, although, of course, they occur only 
where a personal and religious relationship to God is in 
question, not a philosophical knowledge of the Absolute. This 
style of speech runs quite freely through the whole of the 
Old Testament The prophets of the most different ages 
represent God's acts by metaphors from human lifa God 
appears as a Warrior, as One treading a wine-press, as a 
roaring Lion. He answers out of the whirlwind. He writes, 
mocks, swears, cries aloud ; He calls like a keeper of bees ; 
He musters His army of Medes, raises His banner, brandishes 

^ D1K*^J3 pi**^, M&imon. fol. 1, in BaumgartenCrueiua, p. 179. 
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His sword — a sharp and powerful one — and makes bare His 
holy arm. His voice is the pealing thunder.^ These metaphors 
taken just at random, the like of which we can find in all the 
more imaginative Old Testament writers, show us clearly that 
what the prophets were most anxious about was to produce, 
in no doubtful fashion, the conception of a living, personal, 
acting God. Of course, they could not do it in any other 
way, because their religion had its original foundations, not in 
a philosophy but in the brightly coloured, naively sensuous 
conceptions of a nature-religion. 

4. It is equally certain that the historical books of the 
prophetic period did not give up the habit which the earlier 
narratives had of representing God as appearing and acting like 
a man under the limitations of time and space. In the exilic 
age greater care was taken; and A shows a marked difference 
in this respect from B and C» But even he does not hesitate 
to conceive of the Divine presence as sensible, and to connect 
it with the sacred ark.' In fact, the declaration that God 
buried Moses seems due to him.' 

But the perfect poetic freedom with which, in poetry, the 
approach of Gk)d is described in all the splendour of the 
grandest natural phenomena is, in my opinion, a proof that 
we must not infer from such pictures a really sensuous con- 
ception of the divine acts. For, had that been the case, 
the poets would have carefully kept to certain definite 
metaphors. Hence we have the right to assume that even 
in the narratives in question which are likewise clothed 
in poetic diction, the representations of God's coming are 

' B. J. xliL 13, liz. 17ff.| Ixiii. 8; Hos. v. 14, xiii. 8; Jer. xxv. 30; Job 
xxzTuL 1, xL 6 ; Deut. x. 4 ; Pa. xxxvii. 13, lix. 9 ; K J. xlii. 14 ; Amos 
ir. 2, vi. 8, viii, 7 ; Deut. i. 8, 84, ii. 15, iv. 21, vi. 23, vii 8, 12 ; Isa. vii. 18, 
20 ; B. J. xiii 4 ; Jer. xlvii. 6 ; Isa. ▼. 26 ; B. J. xxvii 1, xxxiv. 6 ff.. Hi. 10, 
Izii 8 ; Amos i 2 ; Ezek. x. 5 ; Joel ii. 11. 

' Gen. xtIL 1, 22, xxxv. 9, 13 ; cf. Nam. xi. 16, xii. 9, xiv. 11 £f. 

* Dent xxxiv. 6. Generally, however, in A the presence of God is simply 
equivalent to the appearance of the pillar of fire (Lev. ix. 4 (vi. 23), xvi 2 ; 
Xam. ix. 16, xii 5, xiv. 10). 
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meant, not as historical accounts of actual manifestations 
of God, but as the free poetic drapery of His self-revealing 
activity. 

As in early days, the song of Deborah and the psalm of 
David depict to us God's approach in all the grandeur of 
the tempest,^ so we meet with similar descriptions all through 
the prophetic age.^ God goes before Israel ; He rides upon 
the heavens, on the light clouds ; He comes forth out of His 
holy place.^ In heaven is His throne. His holy palace, whence 
He regardeth the children of men. It is He who pierced the 
Heeing serpent, that is, the cloud-dragon that darkens the light 
of heaven ; * who made heaven and earth — ^heaven for Him- 
self, earth for man.^ Later, Ezekiel, in vision, pictures God in 
full detail as present in a definite place.^ And in like manner, 
in the life of Elijah, we are told, in a story as beautiful as it 
is pregnant with meaning, that whirlwind, earthquake, and 
fire passed before the prophet's eye without the Divine 
presence being in these phenomena ; but at last he heard a 
voice gentle as a whisper, and God was in the voice.^ But as 
the last passage is clearly intended to explain in what way 



1 Judg. V. 4ff. ; Ps. xviii. 8ff. (1 Sam. iL Off. ; Judg. iv. 14). 

« 2 Sam. V. 24 ; Deut. xxxii. 10 ff. ; Ps. xxxy. Iff., 1. 8, Ixviii. 5, 8ff., 84, 
xcvii. 2 ff., cxliv. 6 ff. ; B. J. Ixvi. 15, 

' Dent, xxxiii. 26 (i. 30, 83, 42, xxxi S, 8) ; Micsh i 8; Nahum L 8ff.; Hab. 
iii. 8 ff. ; B. J. xxvi. 21 ; Isa. xlx. 1. 

^ Deut. xxyL 15; Micah i 2 ; Jer. xxv. 80 ; Isa. vi. 1 ff. ; B. J. Ixiii. 15 
(that, in Isa. vi., the prophet means to depict the heavenly palace of God 
is evident from the whole description, according to which the sctaphim stand 
round about God as He sits on a high and lofty throne, the spacious apartment 
not being divided into a holy place and a holy of holies, and the altar of incense 
being set up in the throne-room itself) ; cf. Job xxvi. 13, iii. 8. 

» Ps. cxv. 15f. 

« Ezek. L 26, iii. 12 ; cf. L 28, iii. 23, viii. 4, x. 4, 18 ff., xi 22ff: 

^ 1 Kings xix. 11 f. A. V., a still small voice ; R.V. (margin), a sound of 
gentle stillness. (In Ps. xlviiL 3, Hitzig and Ewald understand the expression, 
** The comer of the north, the city of the great king," as if Zion were described 
as ** the mountain of the gods in the north." In itself, the poetic application 
of this Asiatic mythological idea would be quite pos^iible. But the brevity 
and unintelligibility of the expression appear to me to toll against it, and I 
cannot see that it would be unworthy of the poet to mention in this way the 
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Grod reveals His essential attributes^ Ezekiel also makes his 
description more precise in this respect by saying that he saw 
God's glory, that is, the self-imposed Form in which God reveals 
Himself. We cannot imagine that the meaning of the other 
prophets was different. Only this much is certain, that the 
importance attached to God's transcendental character and 
the anxiety to distinguish Him from everything material, 
which began with A and grew stronger and stronger after 
Ezra, was quite foreign to pre-exilic saints. 

But, although we frankly admit that, until the Exile, pious 
Israelites knew nothing of a spiritual nature in God which 
would have prevented them from conceiving of Him as 
materially alive, and even that they would have had difficulty 
in understanding the distinction between God and matter, we 
must with equal emphasis deny that the traits we have 
sketched justify us in maintaining that the Old Testament 
writers conceived of God as actually conditioned by matter 
and spaca They speak like materialists, simply because they 
have not yet clearly apprehended the distinction between spirit 
and matter. But what they mean to teach regarding God is 
not His entanglement in mundane conditions, but His power 
over space and time. All legend, and therefore sacred legend 
too, represents what is transcendental under sensible, tangible 
forms. The barriers between heaven and earth, between the 
spiritual and the material life, vanish. Unless this were so, 
legend would never acquire that peculiarly fascinating, child- 
like grace which constitutes its greatest charm. The more 
perfect, spiritual, and poetic its form becomes, the freer will 
it be in this respect. Even the later narratives speak of 
God in a freely poetic and sensuous style. But descriptions 
such as occur in B, C, and in the book of Judges, are not 
found in later times. Besides the way in which the Israelites 
originally confined the presence of God to their own sanct- 

geograpliical poeition of Zion~in the extreme north of the little kingdom of 
Jttdah. 
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uaries was not unobjectionable from a religious standpoint ; 
and against it the prophets expressed themselves clearly and 
openly.^ 

5. In every period of this religion it is quite customary 
to apply to the inner life of God the feelings and motives 
of human life, and the sentiments of the human heart. In 
such expressions there must, from the nature of the case, 
be something inappropriate, something not quite in harmony 
with a perfectly spiritual conception of God. For a human 
soul, in all its life and motives, necessarily shares in the 
frailties, passions, and limitations of a creature ; and accord- 
ingly there cannot but cling to any expressions descriptive 
of that life, a something limited, and ** anthropopathic," which 
does not accord with a perfectly spiritual being. Hence to 
ascribe to God love, hatred, jealousy, fear, wrath, repentance, 
scorn, etc., is, so far as form is concerned, manifestly 
inappropriate.^ But without such epithets a conscious 
personal life could not be described at all in popular lan- 
guage. If these are taken away, there remains nothing but 
a cheerless baldness of metaphor which cannot interest 
a pious heart They offer certainly in an inadequate 
form, but still in the only possible one, that which is 
more important for religion than any philosophical specula- 
tions about God. They give us a glimpse of the fulness of 
God's inner life, that very life by means of which the ways 
of divine revelation become explicable. They show us a 
personal God whose heart overflows with love to His own, 
with love which cannot see itself rejected and yet remain 
coldly indifferent, a God whose faithfulness and truth are 
ever in conflict with sin; the very God whom the whole 
history of salvation proclaims, and whose most perfect 
revelation in living act is Jesus' death of love. These 
''anthropomorphisms," then, are in no sense a dimming 

1 Jer. iii. 16 ; 1 Kings viu. 27 ff. ; cf. Deut. i. 42. 

*E,g, Gen. iiL 22, vL 6f., xi. 6 ; Ex. xxxii. 10 ff., 14 ; Ps. iL 4, and often. 
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of the perfect idea of God; but they contain^ although in 
popular dress, the really positive part of the statements 
regarding Him. They become the more prominent, the 
warmer religion becomes. While post-canonical Judaism, in 
its emptiness and baldness, shuns them, and the Alexandrian 
school with its intellect dazzled by the splendour of Hellenic 
speculatictL is ashamed to own them, Jesus shows them 
special favour. The prophets cling with the utmost deter- 
minatioii to this style of speech. They preach a jealous 
God, who does not permit Himself to be mocked with 
impunity/ and a merciful God who is ready to turn from His 
resolve, who is ready to forgive.* They talk frequently and 
emphatically of God's anger and zeal, of His love which 
longs to pardon, of His sorrow for His people's sins, of 
His joy in human virtue, and of His " repentance." They 
tell how God laughs, in sublime scorn, at man's pride ; and 
how He consoles Himself and takes vengeance on His 
enemies.^ In fact, this freedom of representation goes so 
far that the poet makes God say that Satan beguiled Him 
into destroying Job without cause.^ In the prophetic period, 
therefore, the full personality of a living God who feels 
and wills, is insisted on even more strongly than before. 

The incongruity of form, inseparable from such expressions, 
IB easily explained away. The repentance of God, — since it 
is likewise stated that His decrees remain immutable. He 
not being a man that He should lie,^ — grows into the assured 
conviction that human development is not for Him an empty 
indifferent spectacle, that it is just this inner immutability 
of His being which excludes that dull, dead unchangeableness 

1 2 EiDgB zviL 7 fil, xxiii. 26 if. 

' 2 RingB zxiL 19 f.; Jonah iv, 11 ; Joel u. 18. 

* In. ii 9-21, L 24, iiL 8, iz. 7, xzx. 27, 80, zxxvU. 32 ; Dent, yi 15, 
xxxii. 16, 85, 41 ff.; Job. i. 8, ii. 8; Jer. xviu. 8, 10, 11, xxiii. 19 f., xxv. 37, 
XXX. 24, xxxii. 81, 87, xxxiii. 9, xxxvL 7, xliL 10 f., 1. 15, 28, li. 6, 11, 86, 66 ; 
E»k. xxT. 14, 17 ; B. J. xiii. 13, xxvL 11, xxxr. 4, xlii. 25, xlviL 8, lix. 17 f.; 
1 Sun. XT. 11, 85. 

* Job iL 8. • Gen. yl 6ff.; cf. Kam. xxiiL 19 ; 1 Sam. xt. 11 ; cf. 29. 
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which remains outwardly the same, however much cir- 
cumstances may change. Since GM is represented as 
the bestower of blessing, and as rejoicing to give life 
to all His ci^eatures, His jealousy is meant to express 
that He is not an unconscious natural force, which pours 
out its fulness in utter indifference, but that human love 
exercises an influence over ELiuL Since God is repre- 
sented as mocking at the rage of the peoples, His fear must 
indicate that He is a God who sets a definite aim before 
Him, who constantly keeps the development of the world 
within the limits of His eternal decrees, and that His wisdom 
does not tolerate the self-boasting of short-sighted man. 
God's wrath and hatred, taken in connection with His 
gracious power, are standing expressions for the self-asserting 
majesty of His living essence. We have, therefore, in the 
words before us, simply a non-scholastic phraseology and a 
purely religious interest. 

6. We thus obtain the following picture. It is not the 
spirituality of God, least of all in the sense of a philosophical 
conception of the Absolute, that forms the basis of the Old 
Testament belief in God, but His full living personality, 
which is nevertheless involuntarily conceived of as human. 
In earlier times, the people unquestionably thought 
of God as actually connected in a material way with the 
special forms and manifestations by which He revealed 
Himself; and the language of sacred legend estimates His 
acts by standards perfectly applicable to human conduct 
But it is equally certain that He is, from the first, thought 
of as " Elohim " — ^that is, so far as this can be expressed by 
a non-philosophical idea. He is thought of as raised quite 
above creature limitations and weaknesses. Nor is this 
certainty disturbed either by the language of the whole 
Old Testament, which describes Him, with all the frankness of 
poetic licence, as coming, appearing, and acting, in an 
altogether human and natural fashion, or by the fact that 
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a life of the soul is . attributed to Him, which is thought of 
as developing in the very way in which the life of a human 
soul develops. 

A doctrine of the divine spirituality, in the philosophical 
sense, is of course nowhere found in the Old Testament, 
not even in the prophets. God is not spoken of as a 
Spirit (the one passage that points in this direction, Isa. 
xxxi. 3, is explained later on) ; it is the Spirit of God that 
is spoken of: that is to say, as the full inner life of 
reason and will is, in the case of man, described as spirit, 
so too, in the case of God, a similar fulness of strength, 
energy, and life, is thought of, which is then also capable 
of proceeding forth from Him as an active suprormundane 
principle. And this Spirit of God is, like the spirit of man, 
conceived of as more or less material. Hence we read of 
the glowing breath of a wrathful God, of the blast of the 
breath of His nostrils. As the thunder is the voice of 
God, so the whirlwind is His breath.^ And in not a few 
passages this Spirit of God is represented as very independent ; 
as in the long run every influence proceeding from a person 
(wisdom, word, or spirit), can be poetically represented as 
independent within its own sphere of influence. It is so 
in R J. Ixiil 10.* For when it is said, "they grieved 
His holy spirit," it is certainly the spirit of prophecy put 
upon Moses and the prophets that is meant. But this spirit 
is itself a divine power. And in Ezek. xxxvii. 9 ff., at any 
rate the Spirit of God is thought of as very independent 
The same is true of B. J. xlviii. 16, if that passage is to 
be translated, " The Lord Jehovah and His Spirit," that is, 
Jehovah with His Spirit has sent me (the prophet). 

^ GeD. i 2, Tiii. 1 ; Ex. xy. S, 10 (Dent xxxiL 11) ; Pb. xyiii. 9, 16, xxix.; 
Hos. xiiL 15 ; thus already in early passages but continuing down even to the 
latest days. 

* If from the mention of Jehovah, the Angel, and the Spirit, the Trinity has 
Iwen discoyered in this passage, it is hard to say why the arm of Jehovah, in 
the 12th verse, should not be taken as a fourth person. 
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Hence even in prophecy the spirituality of God is conceived 
of not in a metaphysical but in an anthropological and 
popular sense, as ''intelligence clothed with human attri- 
butes " (de Wette). In contrast with the material, that is, the 
needy, dependent being, eager for enjoyment and outward 
satisfaction, and tied down to a definite outward form, God is 
spiritual, Elohim, that is, perfect, independent, and in need of 
nothing. He is the living God, the God of life, in whom 
life is present as a property, and that, too, an inalienable 
property.^ He is in need of nothing, and seeks no sensuous 
enjoyment ; this being expressly taught, in opposition to a false 
idea of sacrifice.^ In contrast with the gods of wood and 
stone, He has no image. On Horeb, Israel heard a voice, but 
did not see a form. It is on this that the Deutcronomist 
bases the prohibition of images — ^a prohibition he certainly 
was not the first te issue.' And wherever God's revealed 
glory is depicted, there is always light — the most spiritual 
element in the world of sense — light, at once the veil and 
tlie revelation of God.^ He is not afraid of the material The 
world and the mass of heathen peoples are to him as nothing, 
as the drop of a bucket^ He needs no outward experience ; 
is not dependent on •external impressions. For He knows 
the heart,^ and has not eyes of flesh,^ which an optical illu- 
sion can deceiva He is the Creator who, by His mere word, 
makes the world come forth, and with it time and space.^ 
Accordingly, if one wishes to express in a single word the 
antithesis between God and His creature, then Ood and man 
may be contrasted as Spirit and flesh ; just as what is trans- 
cendental, independent, and self'-existent, is contrasted with 



1 Deut. V. 23, xxxii. 40 ; Jer. x. 10. " Ps. rL 7 ff.; B. J. xL 18. 

* Deut iv. 12, 16 ff., 28, y. 6 ff. (xvi 21) ; Ex. xx, 4. 

* Ps. civ. Iff. • B. J. xl. 15 ft 

* 1 Sam. xvi. 7 ; Ps. xliv. 22, cxxxix. 23 f. 

^ Job X. 4. (Here already we have the ontithesU of flesh and spirit.) Ft. 
cxxi. 4. 
® Gen. i. 
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what is material, frail, and transient In point of fact, this 
conception of Isaiah's comes very near to what is doctrinally 
expressed in the New Testament by the words ^'Grod is 
Spirit'* 1 

The significance this spirituality of God has for religion 
is already insisted on by the saints who lived prior to the 
eighth century. The narrative by C gets out of the divine 
name Jehovah the idea of absolute self-existence, and con- 
sequently teaches that God is original, absolute, independent 
life — that is. Spirit^ C thinks that even Moses could not 
look npoti God but could only look after Him, — recognise Him 
by the traces of His working ; ^ and he teaches, like Deuter- 
onomy, that Israel is not to make any idols, because at the 
mount he had a direct perception only of the voice of God.^ 
The oldest Psalms speak of God seeing the hearts of men.^ 
Hence the early saints knew of this spirituality, that is, they 
understood the significance of the name Elohim. 

7. The age of the Scribes takes a much greater interest in 
freeing the idea of God from sensuous elements. Even then, 
of course, we have to deal only with a tendency, not with 
final results. In point of fact, every utterance which the 
age before Ezra had made regarding God was considered 
by the later ages as still authoritative. And in many places, 
especially where, as in Daniel and Chronicles,^ passages from 
the earlier Psalms are imitated and utilised, the old idea of 
God meets us in full vitality and bloom. The magnificent 
description of God in Daniel is not second to any passage in 
the prophets.^ God is represented, even in Chronicles, as in 
Uving union, perceptible even to the eye of sense, M'ith the 

» Ifl&. xxxi 8. » Ex. ill. 14. » Ex. xxxiii. 23 ; cf. 18, 11, 9, xxxiy. 15. 

* Ex. XX. 22. » E.g. Pa. vii. 10, xL 4, 6. 

•iChron. xvL 8ff., xxviii. 9, xxix. 10 ff.; 2 Chron. vi. 14 ff., Tii. 14, 16, 
xn. 7 ft, xix. 6, xxr. Sff., xxx. 9, 18, xxxii. 7f.; Dan. ii. 19 ff., 22, 46, iii. 17, 
28ft,T. 23, ix. 9, 14; Ezra v. 11 ff., x. 14; Neh. ii. 12, i. 5f., ix. 6ff., 17, 
27,81. 

' Dan. TiL 9. 

VOL. II. U 
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forms of revelation adopted by Himself.^ And of God's 
mercy, truth, and righteousness, as well as of His answering 
prayer, there is frequent enough mention.^ 

But, while in Ezekiel's whole conception of revelation the 
more transcendental view of God is already unmistakable,' 
from Ezra's time onwards auy comparison of God with other 
Elohim becomes more and more meaningless. The unity of 
God has become one of the most valuable and important 
possessions of knowledge, not merely from the religious stand- 
point, but from the theological and metaphysical as well. His 
incomparable and transcendental character is so self-evident, 
that it seems impossible to do enough in the way of represent- 
ing Him as a Being removed as far as possible from all 
connection with human beings and human feelings, and of 
depicting Him in the most abstract and exalted terms. Hence 
the names " God of Heaven," " Most High God," begin to be 
used,^ and are even put into heathen mouths.^ Instead of the 
living name for Israel's covenant God, the preacher Solomon 
uses the more abstract term Elohim. In Chronicles, too, it is 
found more frequently than in the earlier books.® And the 
second collection of Psalms, which was made at this time 
quite independently of the first book,^ regularly insists on 
substituting *' Elohim " for " Jehovah," even where this 
alteration produces combinations manifestly impossible,® as if 
it were afraid to name the living, self-revealing God of the 

^ 1 Chron. xiii. 3, xiv. 10, 14, 15, xv, 8. 

» Ezra ix. 15 ; Neh. ix. 8, 88, 20, viii. 10 ; 1 Chron. iv. 10, v. 20 ; Dan. vi. 

27, etc. 

' Elzek. L, iii., viii, x. 

* Ezra ▼. 11 ff., vi. 10, vii. 12, 21, 23 ; Neb. I it, ii. 4, 20 ; Dan. ii. 18 f., 

28, 37, 44, iv. 28, 24, v. 18, 28 ; Ps. cxxxvi. 26 (Jonah i. 9). 

^ E.g, Neh. ix. 27 f.; £zra i. 2 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 28. (Cf. also the predicates, 
Eccles. iii. 14, v. 1, vii. 15, xi. 6.) 

« 1 Chron. iv. 10, v. 20, 25, vi. 83 f., xU. 22, xiii. 12, xiv. 10, 14, 16, xv. 16, 
xvi. 1 ; indeed constantly where it does not quote its authorities literally. 

^ As the two-fold insertion of the same Psalms shows, Ps. xiv. 2, 4 ; cf. liiL 
3, 6, xL 14, 17 ; cf. Ixx. 2, 5. 

» Such as the yrhv^ D\"ni>«, Ps. xiv. 8. 
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covenant, or as if it saw in the mere naming of God a dishon* 
curing of the divine majesty. In this way Elohim becomes 
the name of Grod in use during the Levitical period. 

With this tendency the excessive fondness for miracles 
that is seen in Daniel, and afterwards in the second and 
third books of the Maccabees, is closely connected.^ For the 
more Gk)d is withdrawn from all connection with the ordinary 
course of existence, the more unintelligible and unconnected 
does His action become, when He does interfere with the world. 
The revelation must be brought about by means of the out- 
ward acts of subordinate beings. Prophetic inspiration is now 
understood only as a vision or a dream. God is believed t^ 
have "spoken" only in "primeval times." Naturally, among 
a people in possession of the Old Testament, the simple living 
conception of God's relation to the world could not utterly 
disappear even in later times. The idea of God in Tobit 
and in Jesus the son of Sirach is, on the whole, in accord- 
ance with Old Testament piety; and even the book of the 
Wisdom of Solomon has, in spite of some Hellenistic touches, 
a very beautiful conception of God, based on the writings of 
the prophets. It specially deserves to be mentioned that in 
this book God is represented as the Father of the upright, by 
means of Wisdom. Thus we have here the idea of an ethical 
divine sonship, formed upon similarity of being, a sonship which 
is based on the love of the *' Lord who loveth souls."* 

But the later Hellenism, of which Philo is the chief 
exponent, is particularly fond of conceiving God as "pure 
Being," the self-existent, the truly existent, without name or 
attribute; unchangeable, without relation to time, without 



> Dan. L 15, iiL 25, 82, u. 19, ▼. 5, vi 23, It. SO ; cf. 2 Mace. iii. 24ff., ▼. 2fr., 
X. 29, xiS, XT. ll£;Tob. vL 2, 4, 7 f.; 3 Mace ▼. 11, 80, vi. 18 f., il 22. 

'Wiad. SoL it 18, 16, 18, etc., xi. 26 f. (Ecclas. iv. 10). This thought 
had oertaiiLly quite as much influence on the ideas of Jesus regarding the 
dirine Sonship as had the theocratic conception of Israel and of its king as the 
Son of God. In zi. 17, the expression l^ kfiif^w Zxm is probably an allusion to 
the Alexandrine idea of an eternaVworld-substacce. 
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desire, blessed, equal only to Himself.^ In the Pentateuch 
the Septuagint changes the self-revealing God into the angel 
of God, or into the place and glory- of God ; and it takes the 
heathen gods to be demons.^ Even in passages which have 
otherwise a warm religious tone, the more negative concep- 
tion of the spiritually exalted God of heaven frequently 
prevails over the more strongly religious character of the 
real God of Israel^ And we have speculation already begun 
as to the divine names, and also the superstitious idea that 
an oath by the secret name of God^ is of the utmost 
efficacy.* 

It is certainly for the same reason that the idea of God 
in these books is, in most cases, gratifyingly free from the 
harsh and offensively sensuous forms in which the Old Testa- 
ment idea of God is often expressed But this greater 
smoothness and purity is in reality not an evidence of a 
higher religious stage, but the result of greater exhaustion. 
Where there is more thought than feeling, there exists, it is 
true, a more exact picture of eternal things. But .the inner 
life is wanting. In the sphere of religion sober understanding 
is not so high a gift as warm and living feeling. 
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des Gottesnamens mn^ " {Zeitschr. f. d. g. lutherische Theol. u. 
Kirche 1877, 4. (But cf. the essays of Fr. Delitzsch and the 
letters by Dietrich, published by him, Zeitschr. /. alttest. Wiss^ 
1 173, ii 173, iii. 280, iv. 21.) De Lagarde, B. M. Z. 1868, 
331. Psaltmwm jvaia Hebrtxos BKeronymi 1874, CoroU. 
Nestle, JcJirb. / d. Thed. 1878, i. 126. Eeland, Becas 
exereiiiitionum philologicarum de vera pronuntiaiione nominis 
Jehovah 1707, 423 S. Ewald, Gesdi. d. V. Israel, ii 203 ff. ; 
Jahrb. ix. 102, x. 20. Kohler, Be pronuntiatione ac vi 
saerosaneti tetragrammatis 1867. Movers, Phonicier, i. 159. 
Baudissio, " Der Ursprung des Gottesnamens *Iao> '' (Ix., 181- 
254). Stade,p. 346. Kuenen, i. 399. Kautzach, Zeitschr. f. 
alU. Wiss. 1886, vL 17 flf. Philippi, "Ist nw accad-sumer- 
ischen Inhalts?" {Zeitschr. f. Volkerpsychdogie u. SproAihw. 

1883, 2). Jablonsky, Panth. ceg. i 1750, ii 1752 ; i. 250. 
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Diodoras Siculus, L 94 (ed. Dind. L 125). Hieronymus on 
Psalm VIIL Philo Byblius in Euseb. Proep. ev. Dind. L 37 
(31a). Origenes, ed. de la Eae, i. 656, 7, ii. 49, 539. Epi- 
phanius, Adv. Jubt. L 3, 20. Clemens Alezandrinus, Strom. 
V. 562 (ed. Potter, 666). Macrobius Saturninus, i. 18. De- 
metrius Phalereus in JEtiseb. Prrep. evang. (ed« Dind. ii. 16, 
519d, 520a). Theodoret (ed. Sirm.), Quced. in Paral. i. 364 ; 
Qucest. in Ex, XV. i. 86. FaK hc^. iv. 260, v. 3f. 
Hesychius zu ^O^eia^ Vt. ^IwaOdfi. — On the name Zebaoth 
cf. Fr. Delitzsch, Zeitschr. f. luth. Theol. 1874. Eberhard 
Schrader, *' Der nrspriingliche Sinn des Gottesnamens Jahve 
Zebaoth" {Jahrb.f. protest Theol. i. 316 if,). 

1. God, as the source of all the life in the world, and, 
therefore also of man's, cannot be reached by human effort as 
such. If man is to have aught of God, he can receive it only 
from God, who is lovingly self-communicating. That is Israel's 
belief from the first No narrator dealing with primitive days 
ever thinks of man as raising himself up to God by his own 
act. From the first, God is the speaker, man the hearer, and 
a hearer too very childlike and weak in understanding.^ God 
reveals Himself; man calls reverently on His name.^ The 
religion of Israel comes into existence by God appearing, 
speaking, commanding, and by man obeying and believing. 
So it is with Abraham and so it is at Sinai.^ Moses and all 
the men of God after him are not philosophers who ponder 
over the mysteries of the transcendental world, but prophets 
whom God permits to know Him. The word jnj, which is 
used in the Old Testament for the knowledge of God, denotes 
a knowledge gained by living communion, by actual ex- 
perience. 

Such a knowledge of God, resting upon His self-commuuica- 



1 Gen. ii. 16, iii. 3, 6, 8 flf. « Gen. iv. 1 ff., 8 ff., 26, vii. 1 (vi. 13 f.). 

' Ex. ziz.ff. The passages in B and C, from Gen. xiL onwards, are too 
nnmerous to be mentioned separately. £yen A holds resolutely to this idea 
(Gen. xviL 1 ff. ; Ez. Ti. 8 ff.}. 
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tion, is everywhere presupposed by the Old Testament as 
mutually present The ancient people undoubtedly thought of 
Jehovah revealing Himself in a very material and tangible 
fashion, in theophanies or appearances of the angel of 6od» in 
dream and omen, by the mouth of the priest who interprets 
the sacred signs, and of the prophet who is grasped by the 
hand of God or seized by His Spirit^ But, on the whole, the 
conviction that revelations of the living God take place, is 
one common to every period down to the Exile. God is not 
a God who hides Himself in the sense of shutting His life up 
within Himself. His Spirit streams forth into all the world, 
generating and preserving life, and awakening in men, where- 
soever He will, a supernatural inspiration, in which they 
behold the divine. His word ^ goes forth to the world and it 
comes into being ; it goes forth to the prophets and they know 
Him and proclaim His will. His messengers, in whom His 
will makes itself known, find the men of God. His glory 
comes near to His favoured ones in the holy place& He 
appears and reveals Himself to the spiritual eye of the inspired, 
in dream and vision. Such is the revelation presupposed in 
the stories and legends of Israel, from Adam to Moses.' The 
prophets are conscious of it in their own souls.^ The prophetic 
law promises it also for the ages to come.^ And that this 
communication of God is a reality and a truth is the funda- 
mental proposition by which this whole religion stands or 
faUs.* 

This religion, it is true, never imagines itself in possession 

^ Kg. Ex. iv. 24, xiL 28 ; Nam. xzii. 22 ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 16 ; 2 Kings xix. 85 ; 
cf. Judg. vL 86; 1 Sam. ui. 3ff.; 1 Kings xx. 28. (The "voice of God," 
Dent It. 12 ; 1 Sam. iiL 4 ; 1 Kings xix. 11 ff.) 

' Ps. xxxiiL 6. ' Gen. iL 16, xii., xr.; Ex. xix., xxxiiL 11. 

« Isa. YL 5 ; Jer. i ; Dent. iv. 88, v. 24. 

* Dent xviiL 15. 

* The later idea of the Shechina has its biblical fonndation in "God's dwell- 
ing" in Israel (Eden, Heaven, the Temple), Dent, xil 5, 11, xiv. 28 ; 1 Kings 
viiL12; the expression Bath-Qol in "the voice of God," e.g, 1 Sam. iii. 4; 
Beut iv. 12; 1 Kings xix. llif. 
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of a perfect commnnication from this God that exhaustively 
explains His being, No created being can contain the 
fulness of Deity. Tn this sense, certainly, God is a God that 
hideth Himself. The childlike character of legendary pre- 
sentation may well allow the God of heaven and earth to hold 
intercourse, like a man, with His elect. But this disappears 
along with the language of legend. Even Moses, the most 
highly favoured of all God's servants, can, according to the 
early narrative, see only the glory of God or His back — that 
is to say, only the effect of His personality, only the form that 
the invisible God of light chooses to take.* Where God com- 
municates Himself by speech, it is more accurate to say that 
" the angel of God " has spoken — that is, there has been, not 
an absolute self-communication, but one mode through being 
conditioned in a creature, through a form imposed on His 
infinite being, whereby it is neither exhausted nor limited. 
Indeed the Old Testament considers, as the ancients usually 
did, that whoever actually sees God must perish, die, become, 
as it were, '' banned," because contact with the High and Holy 
One would make him unfit for this earth of ours, would 
consume his earthly being. This idea is firmly rooted in the 
popular belief even with regard to angels.' It is the same in 
Isaiah as in B, C. If any one were to see the face of God, 
he would die.' Whoever saw God and " lived thereafter," 
has to tell of wonderful mercy shown him.^ Before God's 
holy glance, a creature of earth in its nothingness and im- 
purity must shrivel into dust.^ This idea was also trans- 
ferred, by the reverence of early days as well as by the awe 
inculcated by the scribes, to the holy forms of divine revela- 
tion, and, most of all, to the ark of God in which the early 
community unquestionably saw, in a very realistic fashion. 



1 Ex. xxxiii. 20ff. 

> Judg. vi. 28, xiii. 22 ; G«n. xxxiL 80 (C). 

s Ex. xxxiii. 20 (G) ; Deut iv. 83, ▼. 23 ; Isa. Ti 4 ff. 

* Ex. xxiv. 11 (B). * Ex. xix. 12 f., 21, xx. 19 ; iu. 6. 
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the presence of God. For an unconsecrated person to look 
into the ark or touch it, was death.^ 

Hence there can be no question, either of an exhaustive 
apprehension of God or of a self-acquired knowledge of His 
being. God must open the eye of the spirit before a man 
can understand His truth; God must first speak to him.' 
The bold titanic spirit that thought it could storm the gates 
of heaven must, with shame and confusion of face, sue for 
pardon in reverent silence.* The later prophetic age still 
teaches that " every man is brutish and without knowledge,"* 
and believes that God is a God who hideth Himself; and 
that " it is His glory to conceal a thing." * It is but the 
reflection of His splendour, but the image of His glory, that 
is visible to man. Even the prophets see Him only in figure 
and vision. They venture to . paint in words only His 
surroundings, not Himself.^ And wisdom, the possession of 
which would guide to the secret of the divine being, is not to 
be found by any creature, is not to be gained by human toil, 
or got in return for earthly treasure. Destruction and Death 
say: "We have heard a rumour thereof with our ears."^ 

The true wisdom in which this God reveals Himself is 
only to be found in the fear of God. Its conditions are 
moral, the way to it is religious. The wicked "know not 
God."* The knowledge of God unfolds itself to him who 
willeth to serve God.* This religion has, by the eighth 
century, thoroughly exploded the old heathen notion which 
kept holy inspiration entirely apart from morality. God lets 
Himself be found even when He is not sought for,^^ but only 
by the upright. To them He is willing to reveal Himself at 



' 1 Sam. 7i. 19ff. ; 2 Sam vl 7 ; cf. Ex. zxTiii. 85, zxx. 21 ; Lev. xri. 2, 18. 
' Nmn. xxii. 81, xxiv. 4 ; Isa. xxii. 14. * Job xl. 2 ff., xlii 1 f. 

* Jer. li 17 ; Job iy. 19 ; Ps. xlix. 78. 

• B. J. xIt. 15; cf. Jobxxvi 14, xxxri. 26 f., xxxTii. 15ff. (ProT. xxv. 2, xxx. 1-4). 

* So Isa. yi. and Ezek. i 10 ; cf. Job xi. 6 ; Ps. cxlyii. 5. 

' Job xxviil 12, 20, ?2. « Kg. Ps. liii. 2. 

• E.g. Job. xxTiii. 28. » B. J. Ixy. 1. 
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any time; not merely in the monuments of a bygone age, 
but in the living present, in the experience of the pious and 
the upright in heart^ He can be seen,' not with the bodily 
eye, nor with the glance of the speculative mind, but with 
the eye of inward vision which loses itself in reverential con- 
templation of the glory, blessedness, and truth of Israel's God. 
Thus a true, although naturally not an exhaustive,' knowledge 
of God is possible for one who, as a pious child of Israel, 
seeks God with humble heart in the ways which He Himself 
has appointed. The period after Ezra loses more and more the 
conviction of God's living revelation; and this tells in favour of 
a bygone age of revelation and its literature. Hence A already 
thinks that the self-same God who formerly spake with men, 
and especially with Moses, is now to be found only in His 
holy statutes and judgments. For the singers of Ps. i., xix.&, 
and cxix., revelation and Holy Scripture are already identical. 
And even where, as in Daniel and the Apocalypses, a present 
revelation is taken for granted, it no longer appears as a self- 
revelation of the living God, but as a communication from the 
transcendental God through special messeugers, or through 
extraordinary excitement of the imagination.^ 

2. When God is in communication with men, they must 
have a name for Him. For the Hebrews, as for the earlier 
peoples in general, a name is no colourlees appellation, 
serving merely for use. It must be more ; it must really 
express the character of the person indicated and his real 
importance ; or it must embody a declaration of faith, a hope 
which those who give the name connect with the person 
named. Thus in the first narrative by B, man's right to 



»P8. XXV. 12flf., Ixxvii. 8f. 

' Ps. xyiL 16, xxviL 8, xlii. 8, etc. For the more exact meauing of the ex- 
pression, cf. supra p. 81 ; cf. abo Ewald, JahrbUcher der bibliseheu Wisaewiehcift, 
xL p. 81 ff. 

* Deut. xxix. 28. What is hidden is for God ; what is revealed is for as and 
oar children. 

* Cf. 2 Chron. xxx. 27. 
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give names to the animals expresses his lordship over 
creation, the power which his knowledge gives him over the 
creatures. By their names he separates the animals from him* 
self as not akin to him ; but the *' woman " Q^^) he connects 
with himself as being of the same essenca Accordingly 
this narrator is fond of connecting with significant names 
incidents which explain their meaning. To the names 
Eve, Cain, Seth, Noah, Moses, etc., of coarse without any 
regard at all to the scientific derivation of the words, he 
attaches stories pregnant with instruction. In the same way 
prophecy is fond of embodying the principal ground-thoughts 
of the people's destiny in suggestive names, such as Lo-Ammi, 
Immanuel, Shear-Jashub, etc. Also in cases where the 
whole position and aim of a man's life are altered, a new 
name is readily granted him. Abram and Sarai become 
Abraham and Sarah ; Jacob becomes Israel, Hosea Joshua, 
and Solomon Jedidiah.^ A name corresponds to its object, 
as a word to a thought. It is the body on which the object 
stamps its impress. Hence man, too, has a name in relation 
to Grod. When God calls Moses " by name," He thereby places 
Himself in a personal relation to Moses as an individual, such 
as He has with no other. In other words, with men a name 
18, if not an expression of religious belief on the part of those 
who give it (a case not at present under consideration), the 
expression of the personal being of the particular individual, 
especially in relation to the highest questions. 

Accordingly a divine name has to express whatever has 
been revealed or made known to man regarding the being 
of God. The name, in its absolute significance, is the divine 
heinff, as revealed, making Himself intelligible to others. Of 
this name and its glory, prophets and poets speak often and 

* Gen. xriL 6, 16, xxxii. 28 ; Num. xiiL 17. No doubt this is, in a very 
nuirked degree, a peculiarity of A, who actually makes even God change His 
name. Ex. tL 8 ; 2 Sam. xii. 25 (John L 42 ; Matt XTi. 18 ; Mark ill. 17 ; 
Acts iy. 36). 

- Ex. xxxiiL 12 ; cf. xxxL 2 BezaleeL So later, B. J. xliiL 1, xlr. 4. 
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gladly. In Israel ^ God's name is great, glorious, and excel- 
lent, as it is in all the earth. Grod will not give it to another,' 
but is jealous of it,^ anxious that glory be given to it^ 
He cannot endure that where He has revealed Himself as 
God, or claimed something as His own, man should withhold 
it, or touch what is His. The name of God is something 
peculiarly holy. For His own name's sake, that is, because 
the honour of His revelation has once been staked upon this 
people. He will not reject Israel, but will glorify him, and guide 
the godly .^ For this name of God the temple is built^ In 
this name the godly man walks, and Israel exults and boasts 
himself. This name is put upon Israel to bless him.^ To it 
every one comes who bows before the might of Jehovah.® 
Since this name is on the angel who leads Israel, he acts as 
God's plenipotentiary.® And whenever God's revelation finds 
expression in His sanctuaries, there His name dwells.^^ The 
true Israel walks and acts ^^ in the name of God. When 
the people of revelation is sunk in dishonour and in captivity, 
the name of God is scoffed at by the heathen.^ God swears 
by His name. Indeed, this '' name " can stand directly for God 
Himself as the almighty, self-revealing God. *' The name of the 
God of Jacob set thee up on high." " Accordingly since the 
name of God denotes this God Himself as He is revealed, and 
as He desires to be known by His creatures, — when it is 

^ Jer. xHv. 26 ; Beut. xzviii. 58, xxxii. 3 ; Ezek. xxxix. 7, xliii. 8 ; cf. Jer. 
X. 6 ; Ps. yiu. 2, Ixxvi 2. 

• B. J. xlii. 8 ; cf. xlUi. 21, xlviii. 11. 

• Ezek. XX. 9, 14, 22, xxxix. 7, 25, xxxvL 20. 

^ Deut. xxxii. 8 ; MaL ii. 2 ; Pa. cii. 16, cxUiL 11 f.; Josh. vii. 9 ; Lev. xx. 
8 ; cf. Ex. xxxii. 11 f. 
^ 1 Sam. xiL 22 ; B. J. xlviiL 9, 11 ; Ps. xxxi. 4, xxiii. 8, cxliii. 11 f. 

• 1 Kings ix. 3 ; 2 Kings xxi. 4, 7, xxiii. 27 ; Deut. xiL 5, 11, xvi. 6, 11 ; Ps. 
zxvi 8 ; Isa. xviiL 7 ; B. J. xxiv. 15. 

' Num. vi. 27. • Josh. ix. 9. • Ex. xxiii. 21, cf. xxxiiL 14. 

10 2 Sam. TiL 13 ; 1 Kings yiu. 12 ff., xi. 86 ; Deut. xii. 5. 

11 Micah iv. 5, v. 8 ; Ps. xxxiiL 21, cxviii. 26. 
" B. J. lil 5f.; Ps. Ixxiv. 10, 18. 

" Jer. X. 6, xliv. 26 (Ps. xx. 2, liv. 3 ; Isa. xxx. 27 ; Prov. xviii. 10 ; 1 Kings 

TiiL 42 ; Gen. xUx. 24 ; 0^ instead of U^). 



SIGNinOAKCE OF THE NAME. 125 

said that God will make a name for Himself by His mighty 
deeds, or that the new world of the future shall be unto 
Him for a name/ we can easily understand that the ruims of 
God is often synonymous with the ffhry of God, and that the 
expressions for both are combined in the utmost variety of 
ways, or nsed alternately.^ A person who, by a curse or a 
frivolous oath, dishonours the '' name/' has insulted God and 
comes under the ban.' 

Such being the significance of God's name, the various 
divine names are naturally of great importance, and are not 
to be lightly used. ** Man may invent names for false gods, 
but the true God can be named by man only in so far as He 
reveals Himself to man by disclosing His essence " (Oehler). 
And since God is, in His inmost being, unsearchable, one can 
certainly conceive of a name of God which no one knows but 
Himself.^ Even the angelic being who reveals God will not 
tell His name to a mortal.^ And later Judaism, in forbidding 
the name Jehovah to be uttered, proceeded on the principle 
that it does not become a frail mortal to use a word that per- 
fectly describes the divine essence. But such names of God 
the Old Testament does not know. Its divine names are 
definite revelations to men of God's essence, public names ; 
and any attempt to make them secret again is a sign of fear 
and superstition. Since the name Jehovah is the proper 
personal name of the God of Israel, as contrasted with strange 
gods, the' expression '' I am Jehovah " is often in His mouth 
to denote His own uniqueness and majesty.^ This is especially 
the case in the Law, where this name, in fact, indicates the 
close of divine revelation.^ 

1 Jer. XMii 20, xxxiiL 2 ; B. J. Iv. 18, IxiiL 12, 14, Ixiv. 1. 
> With TOa, or ptO, H^tO, B. J. xxiy. 15, xxtL 10 ; Micah v. 8 ; Mai. ii. 
2 ; Pa. ciL 16, xcvi. 7, xxix. 1 ff. 
' Ex. XX. 7 ; Lev. xxiv. 11. 
^ As in the New Testament Apocalypse, iiL 12, etc. 
' Gen. xxxii. 29 ; cf. Judg. xiiL 18. 

* Ex. XT. 8 ; Jer. xlviii. 15, li. 19, 57 ; B. J. xliL 8 ; Ps. IxviiL 5. 
' E.g. Ler. XTiii 6, xix. 12 f., 18, 28. 
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3. (a) Even apart from the names by which the God of 
Israel is described, as it were, in reference to His personal 
essence, He reveals Himself as the possessor of a supra- 
mundane power that claims adoration, and to which man has 
to show obedience, humility, and reverence. The most 
general term for Deity in the Old Testament religion is 
Eloliim.^ The word appears in the plural; for the whole 
use of the singular, Eloah, shows it to be an artificial poetic 
form, and not the original form used by the peopla^ 

We have already shown that this use of the plural un- 
doubtedly points to the possibility of there being several 
gods — in other words, to the polytheistic idiom of the early 
Semites. But as an Old Testament name of God, the word, 
in spite of its plural form, whenever it refers to the God of 
Israel, is used solely of the One God, whose act, consequently, 
is described by the singular of the verb. It is, therefore, as 
was formerly shown, one of those plural forms by no means 
rare in the case of words denoting power and majesty,^ which 
help to increase the significance of the word, and to express 
that fulness of power and majesty which is exclusively con- 
nected with unity of person. Probably the significance of the 
word does not depend directly on the idea of strength,^ but 
on the notion of that which is terrible, majestic, adorable.'^ 

In itself the word Elohim certainly has not a meaning ex- 
clusively applicable to the God of Israel. It is not a proper 
name of this God. The word may even denote a position 
among men of majesty and the highest authority. Thus 

' iwK from earlier days only in Ps. xviii. 32, where, however, the other re- 
cension in 2 Sam. zxit. 32 has pK. This restricted use is decisive against von 
Hofmann's view that the sing, is the original form on the analogy of pnV» and 

means rf/3«r^, the plural of which would therefore denote "terribleuess." 

* Of. Ewald, Oram. § 178&. In reality, akin to the abstract formation D**^n- 

* 7\H (Ewald). Noldoke connects W^rh^ and ^{<, and takes the root-meaning 
to be "Leader, Lord." 

* <0|, cf. Fleischer (in Delitzsch, Comm, «. Oen,f 4th ed. p. 47 f.) ino, ^*fi»t* 
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Moses is to become " Elohim " to Pharaoh,^ and^ according to 
the other narrative, to Aaron also ; ^ that is, they are to see in 
him their master, to whom they must look up with deference, 
and from whom they have to take their orders. In like 
manner, it is polite to say, " I have seen thy face as one sees 
the face of Elohim," in other words, thou appearest to me 
honourable and honoured.^ It is also an ancient idiom to 
call the magistrates Elohim, as possessing the highest power 
and authority — an idiom which may in some passages be 
disputed,^ but which in a host of others cannot be explained 
away without the grossest straining of language,^ and which, 
moreover, is still, it appears, in use among the Bedouin.^ In 
like manner the manes of the dead are called Elohim.^ In a 
solemn address the king of Israel is called Elohim.^ But it 
is generally the gods of foreign nations that are thus 
designated. For they are likewise objects of adoration and 
worship. And all are called ''sons of the gods" — beings 
belonging to the class of Elohim — who possess supernatural 
powers, and share that mode of Being which stands above 
the material and finite, above what is subordinate and life- 
less.^ Accordingly, when the God of Israel is called Elohim, 
He is thereby simply described as Deity, as possessor of a 

' Ex. vii. 1 (A). » Ex. iv. 16 (C). » Gen. xxxiii. 10. 

* Thus Ex. xii 12 may be called doubtful, althongh the slaying of the first- 
born cannot be strictly caUed anything more than " an act of judgment on 
men"; so also Num. xxxiii. 4, and especially Ley. xix. 82, where, howeyer, the 
'* I am Jehoyah " does not tell against the application to men. 

' Jndg. y. 8, '*He chooses new magistrates." Also in 1 Sam. ii. 25, I haye 
00 donbt at all that magistrates must be meant. How any one can oonyince 
himself that the words in Ex. xxi. 5, 6, and xxii. 7 ff., mean an approach to the 
DtUy, whose decision the priest is to communicate, passes my comprehension, 
espeeiaUy when one com|)ares yer. 27 (Ps. lyiiL 2, Ixxxii. 1, are, howeyer, more 
doubtful). 

* Palgrave, i. 88. ' 1 Sam. xxyiiL 13 ; cf. Isa. yiii. 19. 

* Ps. xly. 7. 

' In Gen. yL 2, Ps. xxix., Job i. and ii, such beings are called D^n7Mn*^33 or 

uhn *33t in Gen. iii. 5, 22, Ps. yiii. 6, they are called simply D^n^K- Un- 
doubtedly such a mode of speech points to a nature-religion being the original 
foundation. 
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nature which is absolutely sublime, and to which obedience 
and adoration are due from mortals. As a real proper name 
for Israel's God, the word is used only in very late times, 
when people thought of God as an abstraction, or were afraid, 
as in the second collection of Psalms, to pronounce the holy 
name of Jehovah.^ All the time that the religion of Israel 
is at its best, the word occurs only as an appellative, or 
alternates with the holy personal name of God. 

A word closely akin toElohim is the divine name El,' in which 
God's strength and power are emphasised. Old proper names, 
perhaps, prove that this is the oldest Hebrew name for God, 
and it alternates with the more poetic ''Zur" (Bock).' But, as 
in the case of Elohim, other gods can also be called El ; and in 
proverbial sayings the word is applied to human relationships.^ 

^ The procedure in A is natarally of quite a different character. He desires 
to show the growth of divine revelation. On the other hand in G the name 
Elohim is certainly used without any such intention ; and unless there are here 
special circumstances in connection with the revision, this fact would necessarily 
limit the explanation given above. # 

* It still appeara to me to be the simplest way to derive the word from ^,M 
(Ex. XV. 2, Ps. xxxvi. 7, Ixxx. 11, xc. 2), and to give this root the meaning to 
be strong rather than to he foremost. It would be different, if it were necessary 
with de Lagarde {Orientalia, it 3, 9, Mitth, i. 94, ii. 27,) to regard this deriva- 
tion from 71K as untenable, because the shorter pronunciation would be the 
original, and the corresponding word-formations would, as neuter-passive par- 
ticiples, denote an involuntary condition, which ancient piety must have had 
scruples in applying to God. De Lagarde would therefore assign the word to 

the root vK (cf. 7X, prep, to), and see in it a description of God as " the One 
who is the goal of all human longing and all human endeavour." It would be 
useless to dispute as to the probability of such a name for God in primitive 
times (cf. Bsethgen, Bettrdge zur semUisehea JReligionsgeschichte, 1888, 272 ff,). 
But if God is described as ** The Strong," the question is not whether the con- 
dition thus assigned Him is voluntary or involuntary, but whether it is a merit 
or a defect. Words like p and Hj are sufficient to prove that such word- forma- 
tions are quite admissible. The tsere in the plural and with the suffix is in favour 

of the derivation from ^K (Ps. xliL 10, LXX. Uxvfit). 

* Zurishaddai, Pedahzur, Zuriel, Num. L 6, 10, ui. 35 (Bab-ilu). 

^Ex. XV. 11, xxxiv. 14, etc., of strange gods. In £1 Gibbor the word is 
used even of men (Isa. ix. 4, Ezek. xxxiL 21). The idiom in Gen. xxxi. 29, 

Micah iL 1 ; cf. Dent xxviii. 32, DT T^h C^i ^ on the analogy of the last 
passage, to be translated '4t is in the power of their hand," not '* their hand is 
as God"; cf. Hab. L 11. 
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Even the name Adonai^ simply asserts what God is as 
Deity, without describing Him as the one God of Israel. 
Originally, perhaps, tbe word, which also alternates with the 
simple i^"*?!?, or with more precise definitions, such as ^?.^¥ 
u^pm or n?9"^? ^'^V ^^^ t-^® Pl'iral suffix of the first person 
added to it In address this suffix still retains its meaning ; ^ 
but in all other cases it is quite otiose. Adonai describes 
God as tbe Master to whom man stands in the relation of 
servant.^ The word Baal, though subsequently repudiated, was 
probably used along with it even in Israel ; ^ and old poetic 
expressions, like Abhir,® the strong, completed the circle of 
these divine names. In all of them God is revealed simply by 
His mighty power, which is far above what is earthly, human, 
and transient, and to which obedience and reverence are due ; 
in other words, as the absolute Master of nature. All these 
words were used in the heyday of Israel's religion, especially 
in poetic diction. Thus we find in Job the singular Eloah,^ 
as elsewhere Adonai,^ Ha-adon,® the mighty One of Jacob,^® 
the Bock of Israel,^^ the King.^^ 

(b) Now in order to distinguish this mighty Being from 
those who are also called Elohim, a name might be given 
to Him indicating either that he was the highest in position, 
or — ^what is more in accordance with the essence of Israel's 
religion — that he had a special claim on the adoration of 
IsraeL In the former case God is called El-elyon.^ For 

^ ^nK (the distiDguishiiig Qamets), Pa. xvL 2, xxxv. 23 (Gen. xt. 2, zx. 4). 

« rnnn, Ex. xinl 17 ; pKn"io piK, Joeh. iii. 13 ; Deat. x. 17. 
» Gen. XV. 2, 8, xviii. 8, 27, 80, xx. 4. * Gen. xviiL 27. 

* Cf. e,g. 2 Sam. y. 20, where the name Baal Perazim (= breaches made by 
Baal) IB given becanae of the discomfitare of the enemy by the God qf ItrtuL 
Tbe repndiation of it appears to begin with Hosea iL 1, 8. 

' T3K, Gen. xlix. 24. 

MobiiL 4, yL 4, 8, 9, ix. 13, xi 6 f., xiL 4, 6, xv. 8, xvi. 20, etc (Dent 
xxxiL 15, 17 ; Pro v. xxx. 5). 

* Isa. vi« 1, xxL 16, xxix. 13. * Isa. x. 16, 88, xix. 4. 

1* laa. L 24 ; B. J. xlix. 26, Ix. 16 (Isa. xxxiu. 21, n^H). 

" Isa. xxx. 29. " Isa. vi 6 ; B. J. xli 21, xliiL 15, xliv. 6. 

" jchv ^ (connected with rhv), Ps. vii. 18 ; Dent xxyi. 19. 

VOL, n. I 
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although this divine name also appears among other peoples 
of Semitic speech^ as the title of their chief God, still 
when used of the God worshipped in Israel, it is undoubtedly 
meant to describe Him as the first, ruling as optimtis 
maxirmis over all other conceivable Elohim. The same 
intention is manifest in the name El Shaddai which, according 
to A, should be considered the only one in use in patriarchal 
times.^ This word is meant to denote God as the absolutely 
mighty whom no other can withstand, so that His followers 
may fearlessly and confidently trust in Him, may build their 
faith upon Him. Such words may naturally occur even in 
polytheistic religions, as is proved by the Phcenician Eliun, 
the Syrian Aztz, and in fact by the familiar titles Jupiter 
Optimus Maximus, and Father Zeus. But in such religions 
they constitute the element that points toward monotheism. 
To this same category belongs the beautiful and significant 
expression '* the living God,"^ which distinguishes God from the 
products of art and nature as the self-governing Lord of life. 

More important and more in accordance with the rise of 
Old Testament monotheism is the second method of connoting 
God by which He is defined as Ood of this people — that is, 
as the God connected with this portion of mankind by 
religious worship. Thus God is called the God of the 
fathers,* the God of Shem/ the God of the Hebrews,* the 

^ Gen. xiv. 18 ; the God of Melchizedek. Adonai also occurs as Adonis. 
According to Sanchuniathon in Ensebius, Prapar, Evang, i. 10, 86, the 
Phoenician Baal was called Eliun. (So also the Alonim valoniuth in Plantns, 
Pcenulus v. 1 ; cf. Hitzig, Rl^einischea Museum f Or Philol, z. 76ff.)> 

^ ""i^ PK connected with TIB' adjectival formation, Ew. § 155c. In A cf. 
Gen. xvii. If., xxviii. 3, xxxy. 11, xliii. 14, zlviii. 3; Ex. vi. Sff. (in early 
poetry, Gen. xlix. 25). In the book of Ruth i. 20, in Job xxiv. 1, xxvii. 2, 
xxix. 25, xxxi. 31, xxxii. 8, xxxiv. 11, xl. 2, and Ps. Ixviii. 15, the name is 
used as purely poeticaL (The reading nc^ is very improbable). 

' Josh, iil 10 ; 1 Sam. xvii. 26, 86 ; Deut. v. 23 ; 2 Kings xix. 4, 16 ; cf. 
Ps. xxxvi. 10, xlii. 3, 9, Ixxiv. 3 ; Jer. ii. 13, x. 10, xvii. 12, xxiii. 36. 

* E,g, Gen. xxi^. 12, 27, xxvi. 24, xxviii. 13, xxxi. 42, xxxii. 10, xlvi. 1, 8, 
xlviil 15, xlix. 24 ; Ex. iii. 6, 18, 15, 16, iv. 5, xv. 2, by all the narrators. 

• Gen. ix. 26 (B). • Ex. iiL 18, v. 8, viL 16, ix. 1, IS, x, 3 ^C), 
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God of Bethel,^ the God of visioii,^ the Fear of Isaac,* the 
Shepherd and Bock of Israel/ and, above all, the God of 
Israel.' The divine name which is found in all parts of 
the book of Isaiah, and occasionally also elsewhere, viz. 
" the Holy One of Israel," is worthy of special mention.® As 
the whole context shows, this title is evidently intended to 
denote, not the moral character of God, but only His majesty 
as adored in IsraeL The main idea unquestionably is, that 
this God belongs to the people of Israel as the object of 
their worship. But the word chosen is also meant to express 
the incomparable majesty of the God whom Israel serves, 
a majesty constraining to fear and devotion. In the same 
way also God is called " the Holy Ona" ^ 

(c) All the time the religion of Israel was in full vigour 
the personal name of the covenant God was the sacred 
Tetragram miT. The history of the pronunciation of this 
word is singularly obscure. A glance suffices to show that 
the vowels of the present Massorah are not intended to 
give its pronunciation, but to indicate that the word Adonai 
is to be read instead of it ; for these vowels are replaced by 
those of the word Elohim wherever Adonai itself occurs in 
the consonantal text.® The name " Jahve " was regarded by 
the later age as a " secret " name of miraculous virtue, and as 

' Oen. xxiL 18 (B). 

' Geo. xyL 18 ; cf. xziy. 62, xxy. 11. Certainly the meaning is obscure ; 
^K1 may well be a word like ^jy in the sense of "vision." Perhaps the 
original meaning of the whole name has no connection at all with the name 
of God. 

» Gen. xxxi. 42, 68 (C). 

* Gen. xlix. 24, in old poetic phraseology (probably the Shepherd, the Rock 
of Israel, not the keeper of the fiock of Israel, i.e. of the Israelitish sanctuary I) 

' E.g. Gen. xxxiii. 20. 

•i«nfe^ BHlp, Isa. i. 4, y. 24 (19 used in mocking mimicry), x. 17, 20, 
xil 6, xvii. 7, xxix. 19, 23, xxx. 11, 12, 15, xxxL 1, xxxvii. 23 ; B. J. xli. 16, 
20, xlv. 11, xlvii. 4, xlvuL 17, xlix. 7, liv. 6, Iv. 6, xliii. 8, 14 ; 2 Kings xix. 
22 ; Jer. L 29, li- 6 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 41, Ixxxix. 19. 

' B. J. xl. 25 ; Ps. xxiL 4 ; of. Isa. v. 16 ; 1 Sam. vi. 20 ; cf. Jer. x. 10, 

zxiii 36 ; 2 Kings xix. 4, 16 ; Ps. xliL 3, 9, Ixxxiv. 3 (^n ^K)- 

* E.g. Gen. xr. 2 ; Dent iii 24, ix. 26, etc. 
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too holy to be pronounced. Hence Qobeleth already avoids 
it, and the editor of the second collection of Psalms changes 
it regularly into Klohim, even when his doing so involves a 
mutilation of these Psalms.^ In like manner, virhile the LXX. 
let the name Sabaoth stand as a proper name, Safiaa>0, they 
invariably translate this strictly proper name by the less sacred 
word Kvpio^. The growth of this awe, based perhaps on 
Lev. xxiv. 11, 16,^ can still be traced in the old Babbinic 
literature.® Prior to the Exile, however, the word was a 
special favourite, and was used with religious pride; while 
the other names of God appeared as mere additions to it, 
or alternated with it according to the law of parallelism. 
In the later books it is repeated in a highly euphonious and 
emphatic way,^ and in combinations which were unknown 
to the earlier ages ; ^ and it is very frequently used to denote 
the special differentiating attribtUe of the true God.^ In 
fact, it is a name which has suggested many a pleasing and 
significant play upon words. With the meaning assigned to 
the word since the time of C, viz. "He who is," are con- 
nected such expressions as " I am He," " I am the first and 
I also am the last. " ^ 

Even tradition throws little light on the original pro- 
nunciation. According to Diodorus Siculus and Origen, the 
proper pronunciation would be ^laA or *Ia^; according to 

' Pa. zlii.-lxzxm. Psalms which occur both in the first and in the second book 
are, in the first case, Jehovistic, in the second, Elohistic Expressions like 

ynpH D"*n7K occur, e.g, Ps. xlv. 8. This phenomenon is of special impor- 
tance for the explanation of the word Elohim in ver. 7. 

2 The LXX. already transbte ipj by m^UIm (cf. Num. i. 17). 

' Cf. in Schrader and Baudissin the growth of it according to Joseph. Ant, 
xii. 5. 6, ii. 12. 4. Philo, De nom. muU % 2, Vita Moe, iii. 25, Mishna ix. 
5, etc 

* n^Tv rr. b. j. xxvi. 4. 

" 7r\rV ^nX, Ezek. xxiii. 32, xxiv. 14, 24, xzv. 14, xxvi. 14, 24, xxviii. 2, 
xxxi. 18. 

• Ezek. XXV. 6, 7, 11, 17, xxvi. 6, xxviii. 22, 28, 26, xxix. 9, 16, 21, xxx. 8, 
12, 19, 26, 26, xxxii. 15. 

^ Kin ^^K, B. J. xli. 4, xliii. 10, 18, 25, xlviii. 12, liL 6 ; Deut xxxu. 89. 
piriKI pet^^i B. J. xliii 10, 13, xliv. 6, xlviiL 12 ; Ps. cU. 28. 
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Jerome, Joho ; according to Philo Biblius, ^levto ; according to 
Clemens Alexandrinus, ^laov. According to Theodoret, the Jews 
mast have said ^Ald, and the Samaritans * la fie ; the latter 
statement is also made by Epiphanius. Now since Jao is 
probably = Jahu, a form which Jews were at liberty to 
communicate to a non-Jew, and 'Aid is probably just n^ with 
a prosthetic vowel, we have left as the real traditional 
form 'larj 'Ia/S6 = nw which the Samaritans had no reason 
to keep secret. And besides, on linguistic grounds, if the 
word is of old - Hebrew origin at all, Jahve must be 
considered the only form which explains the contractions 
Jahu, Jeho, Jah, Jo. 

Supposing we take this for gitinted, the next question 
is, what is the root meaning of the word? Here the 
explanation in Ex. iii. 14 may be at once set aside, because 
of the fondness which the writer C invariably shows for 
etymologies that certainly cannot be supported on linguistic 
grounds. It merely states the religious meaning which C 
wished to put into the name. According to Hebrew 
etymology the word must undoubtedly be connected with 
Hajah in its older form Havah, which, in later times, occurs 
only in the cognate dialects.^ To this word which, in its 
later signification, denotes " being/' Ewald assigns an earlier 
and fuller meaning "to be high." Consequently he would 
give to Jahve the original signification of ** high, heavenly," 
which would practically correspond with the Aryan name 
for God in its root " div." The formation of the word would 
then be connected with the Qal on the analogy of Jizhaq, 
Ja'qob, etc.^ Ewald thinks he is able still to find traces, 
in the Old Testament itself, of this word having the meaning 
** Heaven/' ' The passages hq cites for this are, at all events, 

^ Schrader is right in pointing to Chawah (Gen. iiL 20 ; cf. Gen. zxvii. 29 ; 
Isa. zvi 4). 
* Ew. Oram. §162a. (cf. on div, etc., Welcker, ;.e., i. 130 fT.). 

' Gen« xiz. 24 ; Micah y. 6 (He connects it with Ljbi t^Jb l!\n, etc.). 
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far too late to justify such inferences. The derivation itself 
is possible; but it remains a very doubtful one. For the 
Qal form the meaning ** the living One " (Wellhausen), would 
certainly be more natural But the view of Schrader and 
Legarde appears to me still more suitable. On account of 
the £ sound in the last syllable, and the imperfect A sound 
in the first syllable, they would refer it to a secondary con- 
jugation and take the Hiphil as the original fonn. Then 
Jahve would be " he who causes to be " the Creator ; ^ or if 
the signification " being " is only the weakened form of the 
stronger "living," then "the bestower of life." Besides it 
seems to me more probable that an ancient people would 
have called its God " the bestower of life," than " the existing 
One," "the living One." But even this view cannot be 
termed certain. Delitzsch is decidedly right in maintaining 
that the linguistic reasons against deriving the word from 
the Qal are not conclusive ; and it is certainly an objection 
that the root hni has nowhere a Hiphil form, but expresses 
the causative by the Piel.* And although the reference to 
Aryan divine names, or to the Egyptian formula for God 
"I am I" goes for little in explanation of an old Semitic 
name of God, on account of the spirit of the Aryan nature- 
religion being so entirely dififerent, and on account of the 
philosophical character of the doctrine taught by the Egyptian 
priesthood, still it will never be possible to prove that God 
could not have been described by ancient Israel as He whose 
essence is " self-subsistent or absolute Being." 

Indeed even the opinion that the word may have been 
adopted from a larger linguistic family, in which case, 
certainly, its pronunciation would be quite undiscoverable, 
cannot be directly refuted. We cannot, it is true, make any 
use of the resemblances to non-Israelitish groups of religions 

^ Cf. also Moyers, PhOnicierf L 159. Stade, p. 429, wishes to get out of the 
Hiphil the meaning ** Feller, Destroyer." 
' Yet cf. Nestle for the Syrian idiom. 
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ivhich we have got handed down to us from an uncritical age 
that was prone to confuse all religions. The Gnostic name 
of Gody Jao, is simply taken from reminiscences of the Old 
Testament ; ^ the mention, by Diodorus, of the name Jao ^ an 
the breastplate of Egyptian priests and the tradition given by 
Demetrius Phalereus of the seven Greek vowels that formed the 
secret name of the god of the Egyptian priests (lEHOflTA) 
are utterly worthless. The connection with Jovis is false, for 
the Aryan root div is the ground form of this word. But, 
although the reference to the Indian Ahu or to the surname of 
Adonis ^n^ be not considered worthy of attention, and the simi- 
larity in sound to the Assyrian god Ja, Ea, Hu, be disregarded, 
it is still a remarkable fact that in the cuneiform inscriptions 
there is a king of Hamath called Ja-ubidi, and a king of 
Damascus called JSJu; and that in the Phoenician names, 
'AfiBaio^, Bi0va^, this divine name is still heard in the Greek 
form, to say nothing of the Ammonite Tobijah.^ It is 
certainly possible, according to the mode of thought charac- 
teristic of ancient polytheism, that in these cases the God of 
Israel is simply represented as being worshipped by individuals 
belonging to other kindred peoples. But it is also possible 
that this name belonged to a wider circle of Semitic peoples, 
and that only in Israel did it attain to pre-eminent religious 
significance.^ It is, in fact, still the opinion of Land, as it 
formerly was of Hartmann, von Aim, von Bohlen, and Colenso, 
that the name is of North-Semitic, i.e. Canaanitish, origin, and 
indicates the God of Heaven as the Giver of fruitfulness, in 
whose honour the orgiastic worship of Syria was held. He 
supports this view by the oracle of Apollo of Clarus, which 
has been preserved by Macrobius, in which the word Iaa> is 
applied to Dionysius. Land, therefore, holds that this divine 

' On these cf. the thoroughly condnsiye diaqnisition of Baudissin, 21 8 ff. 

' Diodorus, i. 94, takes it for granted that the name of the larculUish Ood 
was, at that time, well known to the heathen. ' Neh. ii. 10. 

* When, on the other hand, Lydos, De Mtns. iv. 88, 14, speaks of Jao as a 
god of the Chaldeans, he probahly confounds them with the Israelites. 
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name was appropriated by Israel along with the sacred ark, 
and that it became the recognised property of the people from 
the time of David onwards, whereas the ancient God, to whom 
the sacred stones at Gilgal were dedicated, was called £1, 
Baal. But even though the passages referred to were of less 
doubtful authenticity, and of more certain age than they are, 
still Land's hypothesis would be conclusively disproved by 
the fact that since the earliest days — as, for instance, in the 
song of Deborah, — Jehovah is found as the God of Israel 
fighting against the Canaanites, but never appears as the God 
of the Syrian Semites against Israel. Nevertheless, so long 
as such theories continue to crop up, the question cannot be 
regarded as completely settled. Hence all we can say is that 
the divine name Jahve is probably of Hebrew origin, is in that 
case to be read Jahve, and understood either as " the original 
Source of real being," or more probably as " the Giver of life," 
both in the natural and the moral sense. 

But how did the word come to mean the covenant God of 
Israel ? The theory of A is that Moses was the first to intro- 
duce this name. When A says,^ by way of giving final con- 
firmation to his ordinary method of interpreting history, " God 
spake to Moses and said unto him, I am Jahve ; and I 
appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as £1 
Shaddai, but by my name Jahve I was not known to them," 
no unprejudiced person can doubt that this is meant to be a 
record of the first revelation of God as Jahve. If the mean- 
ing of these words were, " The name was well-known, but they 
did not yet know the depth of its meaning as explained in 
£x. iii. 14," one might well ask how a name could be known 
without its real meaning being also known, since every revela- 
tion of a divine name is just the unveiling of a new side of the 
divine cJiaraeter, It would be impossible, in that case, to 
understand why A so persistently avoids using this name all 
through the patriarchal age, and why its meaning is not at 

iEx.vi.2flf. 
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least explained now ; for Ex. iii. 14 is not taken for granted 
by A. But it certainly follows from these facts that the 
writer A intended, in accordance with the whole plan of his 
work, to show how the God Elohim became the God El 
Shaddai, and how, through Moses, the latter beca^)e Jahve, 
the covenant God of Israel. This narrative of A's has no 
historical value. The older narrators either use, like B, the 
name Jahve even for the pre-Mosaic age, or, like C, they use 
the name Elohim also for the post-Mosaic. Certainly the 
mention by A of the name Jochebed for the mother of Moses, 
and the enumeration in Chronicles^ of several pre-Mosaic 
proper names formed from n^n\ cannot prove that this divine 
name was actually in use before the time of Moses, any more 
than does the mode of language adopted by B ^ and C. But 
it is in itself more likely that such a name was not invented 
but simply found by Moses. We may, therefore, infer that 
just as before Mahomet the name Allah was by no means 
unusual among His people, although put into the shade by 
the individual deities, so in Israel also this name must have 
been an ancient name of God, but that it now obtained quite 
a new significance as the name of the one national God, the 
covenant God of Israel. For that Jehovah was the God of Israel, 
from the bondage in Egypt onwards, is a very old tradition.' 

It is certain that, since the time of Moses, the name Jahve 
is the proper name of the covenant God of Israel. It describes 
this God as the absolutely exalted, incomparable personal Being 
who, as Creator, is distinct from and above nature, and in 
whom one may trust, without anxiety or fear, for defence 
against all the powers of the world. Thus the declaration " I 
am Jehovah " and the threat " The enemy shall know that I 
am Jehovah " are old forms of speech in Israel.^ But this word 

» Ex. vi. 20 ; Kum. xxvi. 69 ; cf. 1 Chron. ii. 24, vii. 3, 8. 
' Even B iotentionally, and in remarkable agreement with Sanchuniathon, 
makes the worship of Jahve begin not with Adam bat with Euosh. 
' Amos iL 10, iii. 1 ; Hos. xlL 10, xiii. 4. 
* Ex. Tii. 17, viiL 6, 18, ix. 14, 29, xiv. 4, 18. 
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receives its endaring and most pregnant meaning in C, where, 
perhaps not strictly in accordance with the laws of language 
but in a creative fashion full of the deepest significance, the 
name is interpreted to mean " Being." Whether the writer 
himself created this signification or merely gave a literary 
dress to a meaning long in vogue, it is, of course, impossible 
for us to determine. 

The passage in question^ runs as follows: "And God 
said unto Moses^ I Am that I Am ; and He said, Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am that I Am hath 
sent me unto you." Here it is by no means mere eternity of 
being that is predicated of God, or, as the later Alexandrine 
philosophy put it, the abstract idea of substance, to oj/t©? 6v. 
It implies something personal and moral. God is a per- 
sonal Being possessed of independent will, under no foreign 
influence, and consequently unchangeable, absolutely true to 
Himself, and to His own Being. Whoever has God, has on 
His side not merely irresistible power but also the trust- 
worthy, faithful God, whose will, once revealed, can no longer 
be limited and changed from without. It is by this declara- 
tion that the highest conception of God in the Old Testament 
religion is first revealed. Till God unveils Himself in the 
New Testament, as the Father of the Son, nothing higher is 
said of Him than that He is Jahve in the above sense of 
that word. 

Since the time of Hosea, it is true, the term " Father," as 
applied to God, is often found in the prophets. But it either 
describes God's special love to Israel, and, in that case, is not 
so much a name of God as a description of His covenant- 
fellowship with His people. In this sense, the term is the 
foundation of the doctrine of Jesus regarding God as His 
Father. Or else, where the word occurs without any such 
nearer limitation,* it refers to God solely as the great First 
Cause and the supreme Euler, so that nothing more is implied 

1 Ex. iii. 14. « Jer. ii. 27, iu. i ; MaL L 6. 
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than in the term "Lord/* Consequently, as a real divine 
name^ this vrord does not take us beyond the ordinary Old 
Testament doctrine of God. 

The name Jahve is the personal name of the covenant God 
of Sinai Hence it is self-evident that this name can be applied 
to no other God. But it is quite proper to join other names 
to it, in order to express the dignity of this Jehovah. Hence 
He is called Jehovah the God of Israel, the Everlasting 
God, thy God, eta The singular combination Jahve Elohim, 
inrhich is probably due to the hand of the final redactor in the 
chapters connecting A and B,^ expresses in a rather doc- 
trinaire fashion, the idea that the covenant God of Israel is 
none other than the God of the world. 

(d) In the earlier poetry and heroic history, the title ** God 
of hosts " * is of very frequent occurrence. It is found in 
various forms, more or less exact; its complete form is 
** Jehovah, God of hosts."^ . The derivation of the phrase 
may appear doubtful, in consequence of the ambiguity of 
the word " hosts." The word is undoubtedly used at first 
of the hosts of Israel, which, as such, are the hosts of God.* 
And many expressions, especially in poetry, which describe 
God as He marches to war in defence of Israel, mustering His 
host and summoning His men of might, may refer to this 

' GexL ii. 46-iv, 

' Cf. Oehler (2iid ed. Eautzsch) in Herzog, art. *' Zebaoth." 

' rWCy^n^K mrr, sometimes inaccurately nwaV mn\ in the LXX. as a 
proper name 2«^««^ ; cf. 1 Sam. i. 8, iv. 4 ; Isa. L 24, y. 24, vi. 3, 5, 
▼iii 18, 18, ix. 12, xiv. 27, xvii. 8, xniL 7, xix. 4, 12, 16, 18, 20, xxii. 
12, xxix. 6, xxxi. 4 f., xxxyii. 16, 82, xxxix. 5 ; B. J. xiii. 4, xxiii. 9, 
xlviL 4, xlviii. 2, li. 15, liv. 5 ; Jer. ii. 19, vi. 6, 9, vii. 21, ix. 6, x. 16, 
xi 17, 20, 22, XV. 16, xix. 8, 11, 15, xx. 12, xxiii. 16, 16, 86, xxv. 8, 
27 f.; Hos. xii 6 ; Micah iv. 4 ; Zeph. ii 9 f.; specially complete Amos iii. 13, 
▼. 14ff., 27. In Haggai and Zechariah they are artistically massed together. 
The form rtt«3V ^^TK occurs in Isa. x. 16. The form niKaV D^H^JK is, of 
comse, only an absurd editorial alteration in the second collection of Psalms for 

niK» mrr. Ps. Ux. 6, ixxx. 5, 8, 15 (stm cf. Ps. ixxx. 20, ni»av d^h^jk mn^). 

* E.g. Ex. xii. 17, 41, 61, vii 4 ; Num. i. 8, 20, ii. 8, 9, 18, x. 14 ; Deut 
XX. 9 ; Ps. Ixviii. 18 ; 1 Kings ii. 6 ; Deut xx. 9, niKSV nb. 
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meaning.^ But the stars are also called the host of God, the 
armj of heaven which God has created and which obey His 
call.2 5^jjjg army is represented as used by God for the 
purposes of His kingdom ; and it might very well be deemed 
expedient, in view of the idolatrous worship of this " army of 
heaven," to describe Him as the God whom this very host has 
to obey.* Lastly, the angelic hosts are represented as the 
hosts of God. These are thought of as a well-appointed 
army, with princes and leaders;^ and in the more exalted 
diction of poetry they are often, in accordance with the 
ancient idea, confounded with the army of heaven.^ And as 
" chariots and horses of fire " encircle those whom God loves,® 
He might very well be called the Captain of these heavenly 
hosts. Thus, apparently, the phrase may have three distinct 
meanings, — the God of the armies of Israel, the God of the 
starry host, the God of the angelic throng. 

From the periods in which these expressions are used, no 
certain conclusion can be drawn. At the most, we may infer 
that an original reference to the starry host and the worship 
paid to it, is improbable. The expression is old ; and evidently 
the worship of the host of heaven in Israel and the neigh- 
bouring peoples is a result of Assyrian and Babylonian influ- 
ences. Consequently, if there is any reference to the stars, 
it can only be in the second instance, after these got into 
the ranks of the Elohim. On the other hand, the earthly 
and the heavenly hosts ^ of Jehovah have an equal claim to 

^ So 1 Sam. xvii. 45 ; Ps. xxiv. 8, the God of the armies of Israel, Jehovah 
mighty in battle ; Ps. xliv. 10, Ix. 12, Thou goest not forth with our hosts ; B. J. 
xiii. 4, the Lord of hosts musteroth the host for the battle ; cf. Ps. cviii. 12. 

' Deut. iv. 19 (Job xxxviii. 7) ; Jer. xix. 13, xxxiiL 22 ; B. J. xxxiv. 4, xl. 
26 (Gen. ii. 1; Neh. ix. 6 ; Ps. xxxiiL 6). 

' In addition to the passages quoted, cf. for the worship of the host of heaven, 
2 Kings xvii. 16, xxL 8, 5, xxiii. 4 f. For the stars fighting, Judg. v. 20. 

^ 1 Kings xxii. 19 ; Josh. v. 14 ; Ps. ciii. 21, cxlviii. 2, they are the host of 
heaven ; cf. Ps. Ixxxix. 8, Ixviii. 18. 

» Job xxxviii. 7. « 2 Kings vi. 17. 

' The stars are the host of Jehovah (Gen. i.-ii. etc.). Of course, in that case, 
we must In Ps. ciii. 21, cxlviii. 2, either read li^^Vi or suppose a later plural 
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consideration. But, in view of a whole array of parallel 
passages that force themselves irresistibly on our notice, it 
cannot be doubted that the hosts of Israel were regarded as 
the armies of this God.^ "While Israel was carrying on the 
wars of Jehovah with courage and success, it saw in its God 
also its Commander-in-chief, to whose help the people trooped 
at the call to arms, and who went forth Himself with the 
armies of His people.* 

But the emphasis with which the name is used to assert 
the majesty of God, and the use of the word Sabaoth*^ in 
the absolute, make it probable that the pious did not think, 
in the first instance, of earthly hosts when they described 
God as the Lord of hosts. The eye of believing Israel saw 
God surrounded with His heavenly hosts, with chariots of fire 
aod horses of fire, whose warrior princes are angels of the 
highest rank. When this people was prosecuting its wars, it 
saw in its God the heavenly Helper who, by the might of 
His heavenly hosts, assured His followers of victory. To the 
eye of faith, the hosts of heaven and earth formed but a single 
army. Thus the name may well have referred originally to 
the hosts of heaven.^ And this agrees also with the fact that 
it is particularly common when the majesty of Jehovah has 
to be asserted as against other gods.^ 

1 1 Sam. xyiL 45, xviii. 17, zxv. 28 ; Judg. y. 28. ''God of the armies of 
Israel,** '* the wars of Jehovah." In Jer. zxzii. 18, "the Lord of Hosts "is 
tyDonymous with " Hero." 

' Since the name appears very frequently along with the ark of God, it might 
be connected with the originally warlike character of this sanctuary. 

« Never ^fef^ nW3V. 

* Ps. Ixzxix. 6.-10 ; Isa. xxxL 4 (WcUhausen, Judg. v. 20 ; 1 Kings xx. 19 ; 
Kahum i. 14). 

* AmoBiii. 13 ff., iv. 13, vi. 8, U, ix. 5; Isa. ii 12, etc. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE BEING AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 

Literature. — Diestel, "Die Heiligkeit Gottes" {Jdhrhb. 
far deutsche Theologie\ 1859, iv. 1, Iff. "Die Idee der 
Gerechtigkeifc im A. T, (/.c, v. 2, 176 ff., 1860). Alb. 
Eitschl, De ira Dei, Bonn 1859, 8-15. F. Weber, Vam 
Zom Gottes ein biblisch theologischer Versicch, 1862. Barthol- 
om(Bi, "Vom Zorn Gottes" (Jahrb. / deutsche Theol, 1861, 
vi. 2). Achelis, "Versuch die Bedeutung des Wortes ^ffMp 
aus der Geschichte der gottlichen Offenbarung zu bestimmen " 
{Theol Stud. u. KrU. 1847, i. 187 ff.). J. Matth. Eupprecht, 
"Ueber den Begriff der Heiligkeit Gottes" {Theol Stud. u. 
Krit. 1849, iii. 684). Caspari, " Ueber das Wort ^f, cnp, 
cf. jesajanische Studien " {Zeitschrift filr luther. Theol und 
Kirche, 1844, iii. p. 92 ff.). Achelis, "Ueber den Schwur 
Gottes bei sich selbst" {Theol Stud. u. Krit. 1867, iii.). 
Menken, "Versuch einer Anleitung zum eignen Unterricht 
in den Wahrheiten der Schrift," 3rd ed. 1833, p. 68 ff. (ffe& 
Schr. vL 46 ff.). Baiidissin, Studien zur semitischen Religions' 
geschichte, 1878, Part 2 Heiligkeit Gottes. Oehler (2nd ed. 
Delitzsch), BecUencycl art. " Heiligkeit Gottes." 

1. God stands first of all in the category of Elohim. He 
is Deity ; He is the strong and mighty One, the possessor, 
therefore, of a nature of such majesty and power as to raise 
Him above the world of sense and its limitations. This con- 
ception of God, if carried to its full logical conclusion accord- 
ing to our way of thinking, must free Him from all 
limitations of a material existence in space and time, not only 
in His being — that is, as eternal and omnipresent, but likewise 
in His knowing as omniscient, and in His willing as omnipotent. 
But this religion, especially in the earlier ages, is very far 
from being thus logical Its only religious interest is to 
conceive of God when helping His own as mightier than His 
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opponents, and as not impeded in His work by time and 
space. Otherwise it never hesitates to conceive and describe 
divine action as limited, like human action, both bj time and 
space. And although after the eighth century ancient legend 
is no longer found in its full naivete, the Scribes who succeed 
Ezra are really the first to find anything objectionable in such 
ideas. Of course, even legend never speaks of God's existence 
having either beginning or end. But when God repents ^ of 
what He had formerly done, time is predicated of Him as a 
change in His inner lifa And when He is represented as 
" walking in the garden," when Cain flees from His presence 
when He descends from heaven and walks with Abraham 
when Jacob is astonished that God is also in Bethel, and so on 
it becomes clear that God is not conceived of as omnipresent 
in the dogmatic sense.^ la the same way, it is certain that 
the popular conception of God's presence as a gracious and 
self-revealing God was very often confounded with an actual 
localising of the divine presence. To die outside Canaan is 
"to have one's blood fall to the earth far away from the 
presence of Jehovah " ; * and evidently the sacred ark, with its 
mi^cal and fatal effects, is many a time directly identified 
with the divine presence.* 

It is in accordance with this view that God's knowledge is 
not represented as infinite, or His power as boundless. God's 
question to Adam might,^ perhaps, be explained as merely 
the voice of conscience ; and to refresh God's memory by the 
blowing of trumpets on feast-days ^ is no more a repudiation of 
omniscience than prayer is. But there is an incongruity between 
God's omniscience and His requiring to convince Himself, by 
personal inquiry, of the truth of a rumour ; ^ and also between 

' Gen. vi. 6. » Gen. iii. 8, iv. 14, 16, xviii. 21 ff., xxviu. 16 f. 

*1 Sam. xxTL 20 (2 Kings v. 17). The ''face of God" is certoinly the 
qsqaI expression for His revealing presence. 

* 1 Sam. iv, 8-22, ▼. S-vL 19. When the sacred tent is pitched outside the 
camp, Jehovah is not in the midst of His people (Ex. xxxiii. 7). 

* Gen. iii' 9. * Gen. iii. 9 ; Num. x. 9. ' Gen. xL 5, xviii 21. 
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His omnipotence and His being caused anxiety bj the newly- 
acquired knowledge and the concerted action of men.^ The 
pious were not searching after the idea of the absolute, but 
after that of the efiBcient working of the divine personality. 
Their only concern was to make sure of this, as the founda* 
tion of their religious loyalty to God, that His providence 
would be to them a real and effective protection. The idea, 
of which they kept a firm hold, was the personal freedom of 
God in regard to time, space, and every created thing, free- 
dom which assures believers that, as the covenant God of His 
people, He is absolutely trustworthy, and unhampered by 
limitations. 

In this sense God is transcendental. He is called 
Jehovah ; He who will be what He will be — ^that is to 
say, He who, in regard to the future, is absolutely self- 
dependent, even as, in regard to the past. He is self- 
originating, and is therefore exposed to no alteration by the 
powers of the world and of time.^ Sacrifice and prayer rise 
to Him from every quarter. His angels, that is, the forms in 
which He reveals Himself, find a man at any place ^ in the 
land of Chaldea, or in the privacy of the pathless desert 
He is thought of as present at the covenant sworn to on 
the lonely plateau.* Hence, even in the old popular reli- 
gion, God is most assuredly conceived of as omnipresent 
in the sense required by the necessities of religion, but not 
in the philosophical sense, and least of all in a panthe- 
istic way. He is thought of as omnipresent in a way 
wliich quite readily admits of His being localised in heaven. 
His holy palace ; ^ and which in nowise contradicts the 
view of the pious that He is specially connected with the 
Xilaces where His salvation has been revealed; with His 

1 Gen. iii 22, xi. 7. » Ex. iu. 14. 

' E,g, Gen. viii. 20, ziL 1, zvi. 7, zziv. 12f.; Judg. viL, ziii. 
^ Gen. xzxi. 50. 
« Ps. xi 4, zviii. 7 (ii. 4) ; 2 Sam. zxii. 7 ; of. 1 Kings viil 32, 36. 
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throne above the cherubim, the sacred ark, his holy hill, 
the land of His inheritance, and the garden of Eden.^ 

The wisdom of God is conceived of after the same fashion. 
It does not imply that He has no need of means whereby 
to acquire knowledge. On the contrary, as it is quite con- 
cretely put, " His eyes see everything.** But still His know- 
ledge is such that everything lies open before Him, — the 
present and the future, inner life and outward events, what 
is secret and what is done before witnesses. On this is 
based the primitive belief in soothsaying, prophesying, and the 
casting of lots. On this also rests the belief that Israel's 
history is under divine guidance. God knows beforehand 
what Abraham will do, and what will befall him ; He knows 
that Pharaoh will harden his heart at the doings of God, and 
that Moses is capable of delivering His peopla^ God tries 
the heart and the reins.' He knows Sheol and Abaddon 
as well as the heait of man.^ He knows thoughts, both 
good and bad ; ^ weighs men*s most secret deeds, and answers 
prayer.* 

To this God of Israel faith looks up as to one whose power 
is unhampered by creature limitations. He is the God who 
works miracles, who can move at His will everything that 
exists, and call forth by His decree what is new. The creation 
of the earth and its inhabitants, the Delnge, the destruction 
of Sodom, the defeat of the Egyptians and the Canaanites, 
proclaim His power over nature and man;^ they prove Him to 
be the Mighty One, who can throw into the sea the horse and 
his rider,^ who killeth and maketh alive, who casteth down to 
Sheol and bringeth up,® whose highest prerogative it is to 

* Joih. iv. 9, 18, Tii. 6 ; 1 Sam. t. S-tI. 19 ; 2 Sam. vi. 7-11 ; Ps. zv. 1, etc. 

* E.g, Gen. zv. IS ff. ; £z. iii. 2 ff., 19 ; iv. 14, vii. 8 ff., zL 1 ff. 

* P*. vii 10, zi. 4. * Prov. zv. 3, 11, zvi. 1, 2 ; cf. zyiL 3, zx. 12. 

* Geo. yL 6, 9, 18, vii. 1, iii. 11, ir. 6 ; 2 Sam. viL 20, etc. 

* E,g, Gen. zviii. 15, zziv. 12 ff.; 1 Sam. ii. 8. 

' Gen. iL, iii, yi., viL, ziz.; £z. zii.-zT.; Josh. i. ff. 

* Ez. ZT. 1, 8, * 1 Sam. ii. 6. 

TOU U. K 
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humble the lofty and exalt the lowlj.^ Nature celebrates 
God's power when, at His command, sun and stars fulfil their 
courses, and when His voice of thunder startles and awes 
every living thing into silence.' His hand is not too short to 
save ; He who made the mouth can also cause to speak ; as 
absolute Lord of the world He can give or withhold life.^ It 
is this divine omnipotence that awakens in David heroic 
boldness^ In this is Israel's confidence ; for " some trust in 
chariots and some in horses : but we will make mention of 
the name of Jehovah our God." ^ Belief in this omnipotence 
rings out clear in the names for God which the poets use, 
when they call Him the Strong, the Mighty, the Creator of 
heaven and earth.^ 

When the great prophets are spoken of in this connection 
as developing the idea of God, it must not be imagined that 
the expressions were in any way purified and perfected in a 
metaphysical sense. All that is meant is that the warmth of 
religious conviction as to the power of God over the world, 
and as to His own fulness of life, seems, if possible, to have 
become intensified. As it was of importance, in view of the 
charm possessed by the nature-religion of their cultured con- 
querors, to show the people what an inheritance they had in 
their God, the prophets naturally took the liveliest interest in 
picturing to them, when they were fearful and of little faith, 
how highly exalted that God was above the world, and above 
space and time. This holds specially true of the great exilic 
prophet, whose task it was to create Israel as it were anew, 
and to gather, out of the perishing people that succumbed to 
the religion of Babylon, the nucleus of a new people prepared 
to acknowledge the spiritual God. 

Thus in the Psalms, and in the prophetic books after Amos, 

1 1 Sam. ii. 4 ff.; Job v. 11. « Ps. viiL, xix., xxix. 

» Gen. XXX. 2 ; Ex. iv. 11 ; Prov. xx. 12 (1 Sam. xiv. 6 ; 2 Kings v. 7). 

* Pa. xviii. ; 1 Sam. xiv. 6, xvii. 37, 45, 47. • Ps. xx. 8. 

* 7K> ^^ 7M| *1^3tCi n^, TV) pTH} and other expressions applied to God. 
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we find it frequently dedated, and with ever-increasing 
emphasiSy that God is eternal, independent of all the changes 
of time. Before the mountains were brought forth, or the 
earth and the world had been created, even from everlasting 
to everlasting He is God.^ He is the same ; the manner of 
His being, therefore, depends invariably on Himself,^ He 
is the first and the last, whose days have no end. According 
to A, the first day, in other words, time itself, comes forth 
from the will of God. It is not said: ''In the beginning 
was God," but " in the beginning when God created." Hence 
God is the self-evident pre-supposition of every beginning of 
which a created being can conceive.' Therefore, heaven and 
earth pass away. He endures,^ and He endures as He is. 
He swears by His own eternity,^ by Himself and His great 
name.^ Hence He is the last, the most certain, on whom all 
being depends — the living God.' Thus He is called in 
poetry the everlasting God, who inhabiteth eternity, who 
caUeth the seons from the beginning, the everlasting King.» 
For Him time has not the same meaning as for a created 
being : a thousand years in His sight are but as yesterday 
when it is' past^ " Thus the idea searches after a suitable 
expression whereby to set God above all earthly time" 
(Lutz). But this everlastingness attains its proper religious 
significance in immutability, as it is said: He does not 
repent ; He remains as He is.^^ 

It is exactly the same in relation to space. True, it is 

• Pi. xc 2, cil 27 ; Job zxxvi. 26 ; B. J. xl. 28. • «in. 

» Gen. L 1, 5. * Pa. cii. 27. 

' Daut zxzii. 40 ; Num. xir. 21, 28. 

• Jcr. xxiL 6, xliv. 26, xlix. 13, li. 14 (Amos ir, 2, yi. 7 f., riii. 7) ; cf. B. J. 
IxiL 8. 

' 2 Kings xix. 4, 16 ; Ps. xlii. 3, 9, Ixxxir. 8 f. ; Josh, iii 10 (Deui ▼. 24, 26) ; 
1 Sam. xrii. 26, 36 ; Jer. x. 10, xxiii. 86. 

•B. J. xL 28, hii. 15, xli 4; Jer. x. 10; cf. Dan, vii. 13, 22, "The 
Ancient of Days" and indefinite expressions like Ps. Iv. 20, xciii. 2. 

• Ps. xc. 4. 

^ Nam. xxiii. 19 ; Ezek. xxir. 14 ; Zech. yiii. 14 f.; MaL iii. 6 ; Lam. r. 19 ; 
et Ps. xc. 4, ciL 26-28 ; 1 Sam. xv. 29. 
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always taken for granted that God is specially present in the 
holy places, which He has consecrated as the points from 
which His gracious revelation started. He is still always 
called, in the language of poetry, " He who sitteth upon the 
cherubim." ^ It is in His holy city, in His temple, in the 
sacred ark, that He dwells ; ' and to be far away from these 
is " to go away from the face of God." • In the rustling of 
the trees, David hears the approach of God.^ And as the 
eye, in its search for Him, is involuntarily lifted to the bright 
expanse of heaven, so the ordinary diction of poetry continues, 
down to the latest age, to speak of heaven as God's seat,'^ of 
His holy temple there,^ the place from which He goeth forth.^ 
He answereth from heaven and sendeth help from the sanctu- 
ary, from Zion.^ He dwelleth in the heights, even in Zion.^ 
And these expressions are by no means merely symbolical. 
But the godly of this age have long got beyond the idea 
of the divine action being conditioned by spaca God's 
presence in Israel is the presence of revealing grace. When 
they sin and break the covenant, then there is no God in 
Zion ; He dwells no longer among them. It would be fatal 
superstition to build upon God's presence, without having the 
disposition which alone makes that presence possible.^^ And 
although the temple is God's house, and though His eyes are 
open toward it night and day. He is not confined within its 
bounds. The temple is only the house where His name 
abides, where He will allow His eye and His heart to be. 

^ 2 Kings xix. 15 ; Isa. xxxvii. 16. 

^ Amos i. 2 ; Isa. viii. 18 (xii. 6), xxxi. 9 ; B. J. Ix. 13 ; Ps. xxvi. 8, xlvL 5, 
xlviii. 2, xiv. 7, xxviL 4f., oxxi. 1, etc.; Joel iv, 16, 21. (In Micah vii. 14, 
there is no mention of God dwelling in Carmel but of Israel feeding on its rich 
pastures ; cf. Deut. xxxiii, 23) ; Num. xiv. 42 ff. 

» B. J. xxvi. 17 ; cf. Hitzig. * 2 Sam. v. 24. 

» E.g. Lam. iii. 50 ; Ps. xxxiii. 13 ff. 

• Isa. vi. 1 if. ; Hab. ii. 20 ; B. J. Ixiii. 15. 

^ Micah i. 8 ; Deut. xxvL 15 ; B. J. xxvi. 21 ; Zech. ii. 13 ; Ps. xxxiii. 14. 

^ Ps. XX. 8 ; cf. 7. ' Ps. Ixviii. 17 ; cf. Isa. xxxiii. 14. 

^^ Deut. i. 42 ; Jer. viii. 19 ; Ezek. xxxv. 10, xliil 5, 7 ; cf. Micah iii. 11 ; 
Jer. iii. 16 f., vii. 4, 8, 14, xxvii. 17 ; B. J. xlviii. 2. 
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Heaven and earth cannot contain Him, how much less then a 
honse.^ Even the heaven where He dwells in His holy 
palace ia not the atmospheric sky. This sky contains Him 
as little as does the earth. It is only, as it were, the throne, 
of which the footstool is the earth.^ The presence of God 
pervades all space.* Prayer reaches Him from any quarter 
of the world, from Babylon as well as from Zion. He is at 
once a God at hand and a God afar off.^ He has encompassed 
with His Spirit the universe as it came into being, and with 
His life-giving Word He has filled the immensity of space.* 
His glory fills the whole earth and the heavens too. But it is 
only in a late Psalm that we find a really philosophical view 
of this divine omnipresence.^ 

The God who rules time and space is a conscious personal 
Being. He is omniscient. Space and time do not limit His 
knowledge. Certainly it is only the Psalm just mentioned 
that depicts the omniscience as well as , the omnipresence of 
God in a really instructive fashion. It describes how neither 
the ends of heaven nor the depths of Sheol, neither light nor 
darkness, can hide anything from God's knowledge, because 
even the night is light about Him. But the passages are all 
the more frequent, in which this conviction shows itself, 
in naive individual expressions, which have sometimes 
quite a materialistic ring about them. All prophecy is, in 
fact, a proof of God's infinite knowledge. By it the prophet 
of the Exile proves that God knows the things that are to 
come before they spring forth ; ^ and that while the idolaters 

1 1 Kings Tiii. 27 ff. (31, 88, 44, 48, cf. 12 f.), ix. 8 (cf. laa. xvui. 7 ; Deut 
xii. 6, 12, xvi 6, 11, 16). 

« 1 EingB viiL 27 f. ; B. J. Ixvi. 1. 

' Axnos iz. 2ff. (Ps. czxxix. 7-10; 1 Kings viii. 27 ; His countenance, Bis 
Spirit, is ererywhere). 

* Amos iz. 2 ff. ; Jer. zxiiL 24. ' Gen. i. 

* Ps. exxxiz. 2 ff. Here God's Spirit, that is. His living power, and His face, 
that is, His personal care of the world, are conceived of as the media of this 
omnipresence. (The Phoenicians personify Shem - Baal and Pne - Baal as 
goddesses.) 

^ B. J. xlL 22, 26, xlv. 14 ff., xlviii. 16. 
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ai*e surprised by events, being unwarned of them, Israel, as 
the people of the God who governs the universe, knows all 
about them beforehand.^ Time and space do not limit God's 
knowledge. Even the most hidden and secret things He 
knows, the depths of the heart, the sighs and sorrows of the 
breast, the evil designs of the wicked. He looks down from 
above on the bustling multitudes.^ Before a man comes into 
being, God knows his character and his calling.^ Man 
looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the 
heart.^ He that planted the ear, shall He not hear? He 
that formed the eye, shall He not see?* In short, God 
knows everything,^ and knows it clearly and accurately.^ 

God's power, like His knowledge, is not limited by any- 
thing in the world. His word called the world into existence, 
so that it was good — that is, corresponded to His wilL^ He 
is the irresistible God from whom nothing can escape,® who 
formed the mountains and created the wind, who maketh the 
dawn darkness and treadeth upon the high places of the 
earth,^^ who killeth and maketh alive,*^ the God of might and 
power, the God who is to be feared.^ He is the doer of 
wonders.^ His word does not return to Him void, just as the 
snow and the rain do not return to heaven without making 
the earth bring forth and bud.^* When man is fearful and of 

1 B. J. xlL 22 f., xlu. 9, xHii. 9-12, xliv. 7, 26, xlvi. 10. 

^ Ps. zxxiii. 13 ff. ' Jer. i. 6. 

* 1 Sam. xvi. 7 ; 1 Kings viii. 89 ; Ps. xxxviii. 10, xliy. 22 (Prov. xxi. 2, 
xxiv. 12). 

' Ps. xciv. 9. 

•Jer. xi. 20, xvii. 9f., xvi. 17, xii. 8, xviiL 28, xx. 12, xxiiL 28 f., xxxii. IP, 
IL 15, 19 ; Ezek. xi. 5 ; Zech. ix. 1 ; Job xi. 11, xxvi. 8 ff., xxxiy. 21 ff. ; Proy. 
y. 21; Ps. xxxiiL 15, etc. 

' Hos. V. 8. • Gen. i. 81 ; Ps. xxxiil 6. • Job xiL 14-21. 

^^ Amos iy. 18, y. 8 ; Micah i. 8 ; Nahnm i. 8 ff.; B. J. xL 25, xlii. 5, xliv. 
25, xly. 12, 18, xlyiii. 18, li. 18 ; Job xxyi. 5ff. 

^1 Deut. xxxii. 89 ; Hos. xiii. 14 ; B. J. Ixyi. 9 ; Zech. xii. 1. 

i« Isa. L 24, X. 28 ; Jer. xxxi. 17, 85, xxxii. 18, 27, xlix. 19, L 44 ; Deut. 
yii. 21. 

" Joelii. 26; Jer. xxxii. 20 ; cf. y. 22, 24 ; Job y. 9ff., ix. 4ff., lOff., xxxyii. 14. 

" B. J. ly. 10 f., lix. 1 (1 Sam. xiy. 6 ; Nam. xi. 23). 
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little faitb, this omnipotence of God is called to his remem- 
brance, in order to shame and strengthen him. When he 
trusts to his own strength, this teaching bows him in the 
dust before the Almighty, to whom the heathen nations are 
as the small dust of a balance, as the drop of a bucket^ No 
wisdom, no understanding or counsel, avails aught against the 
Lord. His counsel, which is far above the thoughts of man, 
stands firm and sure. He does whatsoever He pleases;^ 
and all success comes from Him alone.^ While the idols 
can do neither good nor evil. He makes both good and 
evil, and creates darkness and light.^ And this God of 
power is proclaimed alike by nature in her glory, which 
is His work,** and by the wonderful history of His people, 
in which He has proved Himself the Almighty, who 
turns to His own ends everything that happens in the 
world.* 

2. This mighty God who rules the world is worthy of all 
confidence and love, and is the Source of whatever is good 
and upright. Israel holds that in Him are united all the 
moral qualities which should mark the character and conduct 
of a perfect and exemplary man. It is true, God is still 
naively regarded as liable to be affected by the same emotions 
as influence the soul of man. But it is always the religious 
aim of the writers to give a clear impression of God's perfect 
goodness, truth, and wisdom, and to extol these attributes. 
Hence it is of more importance to notice what is related of 
God than what is expressly taught regarding Him. 

1 Such pMsages as B. J. xl. 16-24, xliiL 18, zlv. 1, 1. 2, li. 7ff.; Zech. yiiL 
6 ; Ps. Izjriy. 16ff., Ixxxiz. 9ff. 

•B. J. Iv. 8ff.; Ps. cxv. 8. 

< Jer. xzxii 19 ; B. J. xir. 24, 27, xl. 29 ff. ; Zech. x. 8 ff. 

* B. J. xlt 28, xIy. 7, liy. 16 ; Amos iiL 6. 

» Jer. V. 22, x. 10, 12, 16, xiv. 22, xxvii. 5 ; B. J. xl. 12, L 2f., li. 15 ; Job 
▼. 9ff., ix. 4ff., xL 7flf., xxxiv. 18, xxxvi 26-xxxvii 14; Ps. xxiv. Iff., 
xxxiii. 18-17, cIt. 

•Deut X. 21, xL 8, xxvi. 8, xxix. 2, xxxii. 12 ff.; B. J. ziv. 27, li. 2, 9; 
Jer. X. 6f., xxxi 8; Ps. IxvL 5ff., Ixxiy. 18 ff., Ixxvii. 15-21, IxxtIu. 4ff., 
CXXXT. %fL 
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The first attribute of moral perfection is righteousness/ that 
is, the moral exactitude with which God applies the standard 
(which He has within Himself) of perfect motives, without 
fear, partiality, or selfishness, wherever His revelation finds 
expression. The word p^.)? is, after all, not often applied to 
God.^ Where it does occur, it describes God as the mighty 
Sock on which the moral order of the universe is founded, in 
which the pious may safely trust for defence against the mighty 
wicked ; ' that is, in the very way in which Ps. xviL 2, and 
Prov. XV. 25, 29, xvii. 15, extol God as the foe of injustice 
and the answerer of the godly. Faith in God's righteousness 
the godly man must retain, in spite of all the apparent 
success of injustice.^ It is the pledge that justice will 
triumph in the world ; ^ and it realises the salvation of the 
godly •• Hence the " Zidqoth Jahve " are His deeds of right- 
eousness as the covenant God, His acts of salvation.^ And 
even in Ps. xxxvi. 7, the righteousness of God, which is 
" high as the mountains of God," is His saving power, in 
which the godly trusts and from which he expects help ; and 
it is synonymous with God's " goodness." ® Thus, in many a 
Psalm, where the righteousness of God is celebrated, it is com- 
bined with His " goodness," because he who is faithful to the 
covenant may hope for salvation equally from both.^ There 
is never any antagonism between the goodness of God and 
His righteousness, which the Old Testament extols. But 

^ P^V, npTV. (The condition which corresponds with the normal rule.) 
' In Ex. ix. 27, it means simply *' to have right on one's side in a quarrel." 
' Ps. yii. 10, 18 (ver. 12 is probably to be translated after ver. 9 as *' doing 
justice to the righteous "}, zL 7, XTiii. 21. 

• Jer. xii. 1. 

« Zeph. iii. 6 ; B. J. xliL 21 ; Ps. cxix. 187, cxxix. 4. 

• B. J. xlv. 21; Ps. Ixix. 28, cxliii. 11. 

' Judg. y. 11 ; Micah vi. 5 ; 1 Sam. xiL 7 ; B. J. xlv. 24 ; Ps. ciiL 6. 

• Ver. 11 ; cf. Ps. v. 9, xlviii. 11, Ixxi. 2, cxix. 40, 149, cxliii 1, cxlv. 7. 

• Hos. ii. 21 ; Ps. xxii. 32, xxxiii. 6, xxxv. 28, xl. 11, IL 16, Ixxxix. 15, 
cxlv. 7 (Prov. xxii. 23; Ps. xxxi. 24, etc.). In Jer. ix. 24, righteousness and 
goodness stand in antithetic ]>arallelism to wrath. It is interesting to com- 
pare B. J. xlv. 21 with Zech. ix. 9, JTKiJI p^lV, JTB^DI p^V. 
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God as the righteous One is of course also the Judge of th6 
world, before whom wickedness meets its doom ; ^ the God who 
sanctifies Himself by righteousness, and gives expression to 
His righteousness bj punishment.' 

Faith in God as the defender of the right lies at the 
root of Israel's whole conception of history. From the flood 
till the conquest of Canaan, God shows that He will not 
permit a breach of morality to pass unpunished; and He 
applies, through His omnipotence as judge, the standard of His 
revealed will wherever it is not inwardly realised. Thus He 
is *' the avenger of blood," " who does not allow a guilty man 
to pass unpunished.* Hence, God's will is indissolubly 
linked with the great statutes of justice and morality. 
Because He is Israel's God, that people must not warp and 
violate justice.^ In the ten commandments. He sets up in 
Israel for all time coming the great landmarks of righteous- 
ness towards one's neighbour.® Because He is God His 
conduct must be absolutely upright Because He is the 
judge of the world, and therefore the highest source of all 
justice and all morality. He cannot show respect of 
persons. He cannot destroy the innocent with the guilty.^ 
In His whole treatment of the people He shows Himself 
blameless in all things, mindful of justice, faithful to His 
promises and His statutes. With the merciful He is merciful ; 
with the perfect, perfect ; with the pure, pure ; and with the 
froward, froward ; ^ that is to say. He is the living standard 
of moral order. He hateth the wicked.^ 

Kow, in the narratives of the Old Testament, there appears 

^ Pb. iz. 5, S, 9, 17, 1. 6, zcyL 18 ; Dent zzxiL 4. 
' lea. y. 16, z. 22. 

' Gen. zlii. 22 ; Ley. zyuL 25 ; Ps. iz. 18. 

^£z. zz. 7, zzziy. 7 ; Num. zi7. 18. Especially in Ezek. iii. 16 ff., ziy. 9, 
23, zyiii., zzziiL 10 f. 

* Ley. zziy. 22. • Ez. zz. ; Deut. y. ' Gen. zviii. 23 ff. 

* Pn zyiii. 26, 28. 

* Ps. zi. 5 (Hoe. ziy. 10. The ways of God are straight, and the just shall 
walk in them ; but tranygrcssord ahall stumble therein). 
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to be a good deal that does not agree with thi^ belief. For 
example, the partiality shown to covenant-friends, even when 
they are in the wrong, contradicts the true idea of righteous^ 
ness.^ But here, on the one hand, it must not be forgotten 
that God's special love and care of His people forms the 
foundation-stone of the whole conviction ; and, on the other 
hand, that even Israel will, like the Canaanites,^ ** have to 
be spued out of the land of Jehovah," if he walk in their 
ways. In point of fact, according to the idea of ancient 
justice, the claims of a confederate and the claims of a stranger 
are quite different. Thus, justice demands that God's pro- 
mises be fulfilled. Consequently, what appears strange to us 
was not, in the eyes of the narrators, at any rate, an in- 
fringement of justice on the part of God.' In like manner 
it might appear unjust in God to give Israel a land already 
in the possession of others. But it is always taken for 
granted that the sin of its inhabitants was already fuU;^ 
that God, as the Lord of the whole earth, can take back 
what He gave ; and that His covenant engagements required 
Him to give this land to Abraham's seed. Indeed, it is an 
eternal truth '' that a people, rent by internal divisions, and 
sinking deeper and deeper in moral degradation, must 
succumb before another people in which there is springing 
up a vigorous and harmonious life, full of trust in divine 
power, and therefore striving after higher things " (Ewald). * 

Finally, there is the very old objection that the spoiling 
of the Egyptians tells against the purity of the Old 
Testament idea of God's righteousnes&^ But, although one 
rejects the strictly allegorical interpretation of the passage, 



* Kg, Gen. xiL 17, xx. SfT. 

' Num. xxxiii. 66 (Deut viii. 19 f.). 

' Still, as de Wette rightly says, such stories are to be explained as doe, 
not to imperfect ideas of God, but to an uneducated esthetic and moral sense ; 
morality is to be judged according to the spirit of the time and of the theocracy ; 
of. Luts, p. 93 ff. 

* Gen. X7. 16. » Cf. also Br. Baur, il 9. « Ex. iiL 22 ff. 
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according to which " the higher religion " is snatched away 
from the Egyptians by the people of God, as Laban's 
teraphim were once carried off by Eachel,^ still the story 
itself is in no sense meant to describe a violation of the 
rights of property ? God, who guides the history of the 
world, so arranges, that Israel is not sent forth from the land 
of unjust bondage without his wages. Hence the righteous- 
ness of God is working here in nnison with His covenant 
love,* But the event itself is, on Israel's part, a simple 
demand which the Egyptians, according to divine arrangement, 
feel constrained to grant from fear of the miracles wrought by 
Jehovah. It is the Egyptians who break the peace. 

When the piety of Israel has once become self-conscious, 
it is regarded as a certainty, not requiring proof, that all the 
decisions of God bear the stamp of perfect righteousness. 
Even were a person, with the intention of heneJUing Gad, 
to forsake justice and truth, God would not accept his service, 
but would, on the contrary, punish him. Neither fear nor 
hope can ever induce Jehovah, the Governor of the world, to 
give an unjust decision.^ He who is Himself the source of 
all justice,^ and who, in judging the world, metes out the 
strictest justice* — He, the God of judgment • — will not 
punish the innocent for the sins of their fathers, but will 
hold every one responsible for determining his own destiny.^ 
He reckons everything at its proper value, and does not 
allow injustice to pass itself off as justice, or to remain 
unpunished.^ The psalmist knows that God would not hear 

1 Ct Ewald, ii. 87. Schroring {Zeitaehrift /Or lutherische Theologie und 
Kirehe, iL 1850, p. 284 ff.). 
' Gen. ZY. 14 ; Ex. iii. 21. 

* Job. xui. 6-12, 16 (zxii. 2-4, zxxiv. 14, xzxv. 5). 

* Pa. xcix. 4.  Deut. x. 17 ; Pa. Ixxr. 8. 

* Isa. XXX. 18 ; B. J. xxxy. 4, lix. 18 ; Dent. x. 18. 
' Ezek. XTiii. 24-27. 

' Hoc. xiy. 10 ; Isa. iii. 18 ; Zeph. iii. 5 ; Nahmn i. 8 ; Jer. ix. 28, xi. 20, 
xii. 1, XX. 11, xlW. 28; Ezek. vii. 4, 9, 27, viii. 18, ix. 10; Deut x. 17, 
xxfiii. 7ff.; Joel iv. 2ff.; Lam. i. 18 ; Pb. i., xcyL 18. 
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him if he had, while praying, been cherishing wicked designs 
in his heart.^ And it is one of God's prerogatives to abase 
the proud and exalt the lowly; in other words, to adjust, 
by His omnipotence, the unjust and arbitrary distinctions 
of earth.* 

Trustworthiness and truthfulness,' together with righteous- 
ness, are the main elements of human honesty, and are the 
necessary foundation of confidence. Thus God is trustworthy, in 
the very highest sense. He shows Himself so when He swears 
by Himself.* His word which He pledged to the fathers He 
redeemed in every act of His providence. He gave them 
the land of promise, and raised up kings, as He undertook 
to do.^ To Abraham, hoping against hope. He gives the 
promised heir by Sarah.® He leads the people under Moses, 
as He had promised, by mighty deeds, and with a high 
hand, into Canaan.^ And, although it is said '* He repents," 
that is really a naive expression for His trustworthiness which, 
remaining inwardly true in altered circumstances, has there- 
fore itself undergone an outward change.® He is true;* 
what He says. He really means. On this depend both law 
and prophecy. Beferences to God's fidelity and truth are 
uncommonly frequent all through the Old Testament,^^ 
especially in the later times of distress, when the men of 
God had to arouse and strengthen the faith of the despairing 
people. Thus, in many instances, righteousness and faithful- 

1 Ps. Ixvi. 18. 

• lea. ii. 12 ff. (v. 16) ; Ezek. xrii. 24, xxi. 81, xxxi. 14, xxxir. 16 ; Job v. 
11-16 ; Ps. cxxxviU. 6 ; Joel ii. 20. 

" naiDK, Deut vii. 9 ; pK3, P« to make firm ; cf. fOKH and fttDK (For 
the word cf. de Lagarde, MiUheilungen, i. 105). 

* Gen. xxii. 16, etc,  Cf. G«n. xii., xr., xrii. 

• Gen. xviiL 9 ff. ' Cf. Ex. iii. 6 ff., vi. 2 ff. 

' Gen vi. 6 ; cf. Num. xxiii. 19 ; 1 Sam. xy. 22, 29 (2 Sam. xxii. 81). 

* 2 Sam. vii. 28 (His words are pure, Ps. xii. 7) ; He hateth falsehood, Prov. 
Xv, 26 ; cf. Ex. xxxiv. 6 ; Gen. xxxii. 12. 

" Cf. cfif. for nOK, Ps. xxxi. 6, IxxL 22, xix. 10, cxi. 7, liv. 7, xci. 4 
cxlvi. 6, for n:ilDKf Hos. ii. 22 ; Lam. iii. 28 ; Deut. vii. 9, xxxii. 4 ; Ps. 
xxxiiL 4 — together in Ps. xl. 11, 12. 
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ness are of course synouymous, or, at any rate, they explain 
each other.^ The pious, when in distress, trusts to God's truth, 
and hopes that He will send it down from heaven, like an 
angel to guide him and be his shield.' In it lies the pledge 
that he who remains true to the covenant may also console 
himself with the covenant promises, that God keeps and 
does not forget His covenant.* God's word is pure. He is 
the rock on which men can build.^ He alone is perfectly 
pure. For, measured by the standard of His eyes, God's 
most trusted servants are not pure, nor yet the heavens, 
not to speak of the creatures of the dust.^ Hence, also, the 
law which reveals His will, is spotless, unalterable, and pure ; 
a fortress in which men can dwell secure, amid all the 
change of earthly things, and all the uncertainty of human 
knowledge.^ 

(b) But integrity must be combined with *' goodness," that 
the character may be perfectly trustworthy.^ Hence Israel 
believes in the goodness of his God. This is in no way 
antagonistic to His righteousness. A man would not be 
'' righteous " if he was not at the same time benevolent, teady 
to benefit and help, and, if need be, to excuse pardonable 
mistakes. No doubt this goodness of God — this ''sym- 
pathy " for the weak * — depends absolutely on His own free 
will. He shows mercy to whomsoever He will* And in the 
last resort. His honour is the highest goal. " The Lord hath 
made everything for His own purpose." ^^ But out of His 

^ E,g, Ps. XXX vi. 6ff., xcvi. 13, cxliii. 1, cxix. 88. 

» Ps. xliii. 8, Ivii 4, 11, xci. 4, xcviii. 8, Ixi. 8. 

» Deut. iv. 81, vii. 9 ; Hos. xii. 1 ; P«. xl. 11, Ivii. 8 ff., Ixi. 8, Ixxxix. 14. 

• ProT. XXX. 6 ; Deut. xxxii. 4, 15, 18, 80, 87 ; Naham i. 7 ; B. J. xxvi. 4, 
xl. 8 ; Pa. xxviii. 1, exliy. 1 ff. 

*Hab. L 18; Job iv. 18. 

*Ps. xix. 8, 10, xciii. 5, cxix. 86, 89-91, 142, 160, 172; Eocles. xii. 13. 

^ 2 Sam. XV. 20. 

• DnDm (adjectives TOn and Dim). (2 Sam. xxiv. 14 ; Ex. xxxiv. 6.) For 

the expression, cf. Gen. xliii. 14, 80 ; cf. mn^ JVOn, Gen. xix. 16 ; Deut. x. 18 ; 
mercy towards orphans, widows and strangers. 

• Ex. xxxiii 19. " Prov. xvi 4. 
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goodness springs the creation of the world. Its glory and- 
beauty declare this. . But, above all else, the sight of man, 
who has been raised to the highest plane of created being, 
who has been made in the image of Gk>d, must recall the 
divine goodness. Even the artless prattle of children must 
become a power to convince scornful unbelievers of their 
folly .^ From that which Christianity calls the love of God 
the Old Testament religion, especially in its beginnings, is 
still, it is true, very far removed. God's love is not bestowed 
on all nations alike. Down to the age of the prophets, 
the particularistic foundation of the idea of God is merely 
restricted, never quite abandoned. The God of Israel orders 
His foes to be ruthlessly exterminated. Human pity be- 
comes wickedness when it spares the ''banned." The God 
who fights the battles of Israel " among the mighty," and who 
has not yet laid aside the features of the terrible God of the 
Hebrews, is very far indeed from being recognised as the 
loving Father of all mankind.* God's goodness is primarily 
experienced as goodness towards His covenant friends, just 
as a man who is kind to his friends may be merciless to his 
foes. 

Israel has had experience of God's goodness. The covenant 
with the fathers and with Moses is a work of pity and of 
love ; ' an adoption, by which the relationship established is 
that of child to father.* Thus, on the ground of this election, 
Israel experiences a special covenant love, which, as such, 
must of course be one-sided. It is God's delight to do good 
to Israel.^ He lets His mercy continue for a thousand 
generations.® Without either obligation or necessity. He has 
loaded Israel with the benefits of sa,lvation.^ The greatest 

» Ps. xix. 1 ff. ; Ps. viii. 3 ff. 

« Josh. vi. 17, vii. 12f., 24f., xi. 20; Judg. ii. 2; 1 Sam. xv. 2ff., xxviii. 18; 
1 Kings XX. 42. 
» Ex. iii. 7 ; Judg. ui. 9, x. 10 ff., etc * Ex. ir. 22, 23. 

' Jer. xxxii. 41. * Deut. y. 10, yii. 9. 

7 B. J. xlviii. 11. 
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love of which men know, the love of a father for his son,^ of 
a husband for the wife of his youth,^ is a metaphor of God's 
love to Israel. Nay, all earthly love is weak compared with 
the highest divine love : *' Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb ? Tea, these may forget, yet will not I forget thee." * 
Thus Israel celebrates the goodness of God in a thousand 
strains of tuneful praise.^ 

But this goodness of God towards Israel is no chance or 
arbitrary frame of mind. It depends on the deepest char- 
acteristic of the divine personality. God shows mercy to a 
thousand generations, but is angry only until the third or 
the fourth.^ He is plenteous in mercy.^ The mere sentence, 
" I am Jehovah," should be enough to move Israel to sym- 
pathy and to mercy .^ The true Israelite confesses " I am not 
worthy of the least of all Thy mercies, and the truth which 
Thou hast showed unto me." ^ God's mercy depends on the 
overflowing goodness of His heart.® To the weak His very 
nature makes Him loving and sympathetic.^^ He heals broken 
hearts ; He gathers into His bottle the tears of sorrow that 
they may not be forgotten. He loves the widow and the 



' H08. xi. 1 ; Dent. zxxiL 6, 10, xxxiii. 8 ; Isa. L 2 ; 6. J. xliii. 6, xliv. 24, 
Ixiii. 16. 
' H08. i.-iiL ; Ezek. xvi. xxiii. 
' B. J. xlix. 15 (Jer. xxxi 8 ; Hos. xiv. 5 ; Dent. ir. 81). 

* Ps. T. 8, xxiii. Iff., XXV. 6, lix. 17, xxxL 8, 17, 22, xxxvi. 6, 8, 11, xl. 11, 
xlii 6, xlviiL 10, li. 8, IxtI 20, cxviii, cxix. 76, 124, cxxx. 7, Ixxxri. 5 ; B. J. 
liv. 8, 10, Ixiii. 7. (Hosea lays special emphasis on the attributes of God*s dis- 
position, L 6, ii 3, 21, iu. 1, vii. 8 ff., xi. 1, 8, xii. 1 ff.) 

» Ex. XX. 5 f. 

* Ex. XV. 18 ; Nnm. xiv. 18 ; Ps. vi 5, xiii. 6 ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 16 ; "Jehovah 
repented Him of the evil " ( Judg. ii. 1 8). The strongest expression oocnrs in Ps. 
xviii. 86, **Thy condescension hath made me great" (rTD3?)} if the text here be 
correct. 

' Ex. xxiL 21 ff.; Lev. xix. 9-18, xxiu. 22. 

* Gen. xxxii. 10 ; cf. xxiv. 12, 27 ; Ex. xxxiv. 6. 
•Jer. xxxi 18 ff.; B. J. Ixiit 16 (310, P*. cxviii., etc.). 

"• DnDm (Dent. x. 18 ; B. J. xlix. 9), liv. 7, 10 ; Jer. xxxiii. 26 ; Joel ii 18, 
etc. DVn, Beat iv. 81 (B. J. Ixiii 7). 
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Stranger ; He pities the orphan.^ The poor and needy who 
call on Him in deep distress, He gladly hears.^ And from 
His people He Himself requires mercy and compassion.' 

The more real the piety of Israel becomes, the better do 
they understand that (rod's mercy is the strongest force deter- 
mining His will> The pious are convinced that this mercy is 
based on Gk)d's position as Creator, and, consequently, has a 
foundation which, on principle, excludes particularism. God 
cannot will the destruction of those whom He has created ; His 
heart impels Him to help the poor and the suffering.'^ The 
beauty and the order of creation proclaim His goodness. He 
gives His waiting creatures meat and drink so that they may 
praise Him.^ All men without distinction receive the gifts 
which God has scattered with open hand.^ Indeed, in the 
book of Jonah, it is said even of the heathen world that God 
can will for it nothing but life and happiness, that He must 
feel pity for His creatures.^ God is not in the earthquake, 
nor in the whirlwind, but in the still small voice.^ 

In the Old Testament the particular word '* Love " is hardly 
ever applied to God ; and where it does occur in a later writer, 
it denotes God's special covenant love for Israel; and the reverse 
side of this is, of course, hatred of the hostile peoples.^^ 

(c) The picture of perfect personal and moral life is com- 
pleted by the idea of God's wisdom.^^ In the Old Testament 
this is, of course, presupposed from the first. God is, in fact, 

^ Deut. X. 18, xxiy. 10 ; Ps. x.l 4, xiv. 6 ; Hob. xi. 8, xiii. 4, etc. 

' E.g. Isa. xxxvii. 15 ff., xxxviii. 2ff.; Ps. xUt. 27, Ixxxvi. 5, cxlv. 18, etc 

* Deat. X. 12, 18, xxir. 17, xxvii. 19 ; Isa. i. 17 ; Zech. vii. ip. 

* Ps. ciii. 8, 17, oxlv. 8 ; Joel ii. IS ; Jonah iv. 2 ; Lam. iii. 22 ; Micah vii. 18 ; 
cf. Ps. Ixxiii. 1. 

» B. J. Ivii. 16 ; Deut. x. 18 ; Jonah iv. 10 ff.; Gen. i. 

* Job xxxviii -xlii.; Ps. civ. 11 ff., 28 ff., cxxxvi. 1-9., cxlv. 15, cxlvii. 9. 
' Ps. civ. 14 ff., cvii. 86 ff. * Jonah iv. 10 f. (Ruth ii. 20). 

» 1 Kings xix. 11, 12. 

" Mai. i. 2f., nnK (Prov. iu. 12 ; Deut vii. 8, 13 ; B. J. Ixiii. 8ff.). Still, 
passages like Gen. xxix. 31 and Prov. xxx. 23, show that the expression 
*' hatred " is taken from the idiom of polygamy, and denotes, not hostility, but 
neglect. 

" Cf. Bruch, U., p. 123 ff. 
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the Creator, the Governor of the world, and the Lawgiver. 
But it is the Wisdom-literature that first busies itself expressly 
with this side of the idea of God. Indeed, it is only its later 
portions that begin to deal with a circle of ideas concerning 
divine wisdom, which is more nearly akin to philosophical 
speculation than anything else on Hebrew soil. Both the 
wonderful order in nature which God has created,^ and the 
perfection of the moral statutes which is to be admired in 
His law, proclaim ^ that God is wise ; that He has in Himself 
the utmost perfection of intellect, standard, and aims. God's 
wisdom alone gives the key by which to understand the world 
and man. The wisdom which gives a man true insight into 
the divine connection of things, as well as the real practical 
shrewdness which enables him to regulate his conduct by 
principles proved true from eternity,^ is not a plant grown on 
human soil, is not a product of man's spiritual activity, and 
does not vary or have a conditional value like all purely 
human things. It is a real force, a phenomenon of objective 
significance. Man cannot attain it by any act of his own ; 
he can only receive it in the fear of Jehovah.^ It is the 
absolutely highest good. All the treasures of the earth and 
of the deep are not to be compared to it.^ For it is nothing 
else than the very wisdom of God — ^in other words, the con- 
tents of His reason, of His own conscious life and will It 
is nothing conditional or human, but the everlasting standard 
which is the goal as well as the origin of all created 
being. 

Hence the wisdom of God is personified, obviously, it is 
true, in a free poetic style, just as its opposite, folly, is repre- 

Uob ix. 4, xii. 13, 17, xxxTii.ir.; B. J. xl. 28, 13; Gen. i.; Pd. xiz., 
df. 24. 

• Dout. ir. 8 ; Jcr. x. 12 ; Ps. xix. 8 ff. 

» Prov. vL 1-11, xxii. 26, xxiii. Iff., xxvi. 17; of. xxiv. 17 f., xxy. 21 ff.; Job 
zzYiii. 28. The parable in Isa. xxTiii. 23-29 shows that the order and the pro- 
portion observable even in the events of ordinary life are dne to God. 

« Job xxviii. 28. 

* Prov. ii 4, iii. 13 ff., vUi. 11 ff., 19 ; cf. iv. 5 ff.; Job xxviii. 15 ff. 
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sented as acting like a person.^ Consequently, the expressions 
must not be taken too literally. I cannot convince myself that 
any references are found in the Canon to the connection of 
this wisdom with the philosophico-religious conception of 
"the son of God"* and the first man.' One side of the 
divine activity is represented in free poetic fashion as a Being 
acting independently. But on the one hand this description 
is, like all Eastern poetry, very objective. Wisdom has a 
spirit and a word. It alternates with God as a subject 
absolutely synonymous.^ On the other hand, the Eastern 
mind, which is specially intuitional, passes much more readily 
from a poetic picture to the actual idea of an independent 
personal existence than a Western thinker does. Hence we 
find here, certainly, the foundation of the pregnant thought 
that the inner conscious life of divine will proceeding from 
God, can be thought of as an activity independent of 
God; that it thus forms tlie foundation for the being and 
continued existence of the world, and finds its real and per- 
manent expression in the personal life of man when modelled 
after the divine. Here, also, the real interest is a religious 
one, viz. to become conscious of the divine value of the 
commonwealth of the kingdom of God. 

Wisdom was with God before the world was; she was 
brought forth by Him as the first of His works, that is, as the 
first objective expression of His being and will, so that God'a 
purposes with the world and with man appear synonymous 
with His own eternal purposes.^ She is the partner of His 

* E,g, Prov. ix. 13. 

^ Ewald would take Prov. xxx. 4 in this sense. But the '* who is his son " 
is plainly in the style of a proverb and has no special emphasis. 

' Oehler and Dillmann would understand Job xv. 7 in this sense. But tliere 
the first man is evidently thought of, not as synonymous with the pre-mundane 
wisdom, but merely as the possessor of the deepest insight, in accordance with 
the idea that human experience is the greater, the farther it goes back. 

* Prov. i. 23, 26, 30. (The parallel of the word nD3n is, in Prov. i. 2f., 
nj^a ; in Ppov. ii. 2f., Ps. cxlvii. 6, Hiian '» in Prov. ii. 10, Hjn j and in Prov. 

ii. 11, TOTtD. 

* Prov. viii. 22 ; Job xxviii. 23 C 
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throne and His associate.^ By her He created the world ; ^ by 
her He guides it.' She sports before God on His habitable 
earth; and her delight is with the children of men.^ She then 
comes to men, addresses them as their best friend, i*ecommends 
to them the path by which life is to be found, and invites 
them to the marriage-feast.^ In a word, she wishes to embody 
herself, to become flesh in the moral and religious life of men. 
And, at the same time, she is God's peculiar possession. He 
alone knows her ways and understands her fully ; He alone 
is the absolutely wise.^ 

Appendix. — The age of the Scribes afterwards made 
a real attempt to work out this side of the doctrine re- 
garding God on theological lines. Certainly the books that 
became canonical after Ezra's time do not show any further 
development of the thought worthy of mention. Wisdom, as 
she appears in Qoheleth,^ is thought of, in accordance with 
the whole anti-theological character of the book, not as specu- 
lative, but as purely practical. But this speculation becomes 
much more prominent in the apocryphal books, and especially 
in the Alexandrine philosophy of religion, strictly so called. 
Its great importance, in connection with the growth of Christ* 
ian dogma, warrants a fuller exposition of it. 

In the book of Baruch wisdom is poetically described in a 
manner similar to Prov. viii. She dwelt with God, and was 
then lent to Israel. Thus she was seen on the earth, and 
sojourned among men.' In the book of Jesus son of Sirach 
in its present Greek form, and in the book of the Wisdom of 
Solomon, she is described in almost exactly the same way ; 
although in the latter book the tendency of the description to 

» Prov. viiL 80. 

«Prov. iu. 19 f., viii 22 ff., 27 ff., 80; Job xxviii. 28 ff.; cf. Jer. x. 12; Fa. 
cir. 24. 

» Jer. IL 15. < Prov. viii. 81. • E.g. Prov. ix. 2 flf. ; cf. viiL 17. 

* Ps. xxxiii. 11 ; Jer. li. 17 ; Job xii. 18f.; Ia&. xxxi. 2. 

^Eocles. ii 13 f., iv. ISff., vii. 12, 15 ff., viii. Iff., ix. 18 ff., x. 2ff., 10 ff., 
xii.1. "Bar. iii 28ff., 86fi: 
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pass from a mere personification to an actual impersonation is 
decidedly more pronounced. Tme, in Oriental books of a 
rhetorical cast, it is always difficult to determine where the 
one ends and the other begins. 

Wisdom is with Grod from eternity, the partner of His 
throne and cognisant of His thoughts.^ She is an emanation 
from God's glory,* the brightness of His everlasting light,^ the 
mirror of His power and goodness.* She is one, and yet can 
do everything ; she remains within herself, and yet makes all 
things new.^ She is of resplendent purity,^ and has a spirit 
that is reasonable, holy, only-begotten. . • . beneficent, bene- 
volent, absolute and independent, almighty and all-observant.^ 
She is more in motion than any motion.^ She was created 
before all things,^ and boasts herself in the presence of God 
before His powers.^^ She is everywhere.^^ She is the prin- 
ciple of creation, especially of man's creation ; for she has a 
spirit of love to men.^ She is the artificer of the universe, 
poured out by God upon all His works.^ She is the prin- 
ciple of redemption. She invites the righteous to heavenly 
possessions,^* makes those who love her sons of God,^* searches 
out those who deserve her,^^ descends into the souls of God's 
servants, and makes them God's friends and prophets.^^ She 
is the principle of divine revelation that seeks rest in and 
takes up her abode with men, and especially with the holy 
people ; in other words, she serves, as it were, as priestess at 

^ Ecclus. i. 1 ; Wisd. SoL viii. 3f., iz. 4, 9 {fittrti, ir»fti^s, /turrts, ^vfA^it^n txf*). 

3 Wisd. Sol. Yli. 25 (iiriff^, Ar/iU). 

S Wisd. Sol. yil. 26 {&^mCya^f^ (^mrit «i);«c). 

* Wisd. Sol, vii. 26 (i?r#Tr^#», %U»,^), * Wisd. Sol. vii. 26. 

• 'Wisd. SoL vi. 18. 

^ Wisd. Sol. vii. 22 ff. (v«i^', «)^<«y, /uvyivUt Xi^'rav, ifXufMfit, a|y). 

« Wisd. SoL viL 23. • Ecclus. L 4, 7flf., xxIt. 14. 

w Ecclus. xxiv. Iff.. " Ecclus. xxiv. 4-9. 

" Ecclus. xxiv. 10 ff., xlii. 21 ; Wisd. SoL viL 21, ix. 2; cf. L 6. 
" Ecclus. L 2ff.; Wisd. SoL vii. 21. 

" Ecclus. iv. 12, vi 24 f., xv. 2 ff., xxiv. 7 ff., 18-31. (After these one always 
hungers and thirsts anew ; cf. the words of Jesus, Matt. xL 27 ff.) 
w Ecclus. iv. 11. " Wisd. Sol. L 4, 6, vL 16. 

^ Wisd. SoL vii 27, vUi. 1, x. 1 ff , 21, xL 
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the holy places of public worship.^ Wisdom is sevelral times 
used as synonymous with God.* But it is specially import- 
ant that she appears in connection with " the word of God," ^ 
which is obviously the most active form of divine revelation ; 
for, as manna, it feeds ; as the serpent, it heals ; and as the 
pillar of cloud it goes before the hosts of Israel. In Enoch, 
also, there are found allusions to these thoughts in con- 
nection with the Messiah, in whom dwells the Spirit of 
wisdom.* 

In Hellenism proper this circle of ideas is most fully worked 
out by Philo, though not without visible traces of the influence 
of the Stoic and Platonic schools of philosophy. In Philo the 
idea of God is weakened down into the idea of absolutely 
spiritual pure Being.* Hence, in order to explain the world 
and God's revelation in it, he requires a medium. This he 
finds in the thought of the divine forces (ideas), which, as 
mercy and judgment, reveal the divine Being to the external 
world.*' Their combination is the Word, the Logos, a term 
which Philo prefers, from its being of the masculine gender, 
to the word Wisdom, although, according to him, the contents 
of both are the same.^ 

The Logos is, on the one hand, the whole contents of the 
divine world of thought resting in the N0C9 of God, synonym- 
ous with the inner life of God Himself, and corresponding fb 
the X0709 evBuiOero^i in the human soul. On the other hand, it 
is the externalising of this as revelation, corresponding to the 
X070? irpo<f>opiK6^ in which man's thought finds expression.^ 

' E^^cloB. xxiv. 7flf.; Wisd. Sol. x. 1 ff., xL 
•WisiSoLi. 4f.,ix. 17. 

» Ecclus. i. 5 (?), xxiy. 8f.; Wiad. Sol. xvi. 12, 26, xvUi. 15 ; cf. vi. 12, y'iL 
22f., ix. Iff. 

* Enoch xlii. 1 ff., xlix. 3. 

* 816 C, 916, 950, 1045 B, 1046, 1048 D, 1087 A, 1103 ; cf. 74 B, 600 C, 815 
C E, 916 B, 1150, and often ; cannot mingle with other being, 329 C, 479, 
518, 805 B, 948, 1087 C. 

* 189 A, 845, 504 D, 1048 D, 1150 {»irfut f»nrit, Enoch Ixxi. 3). 

' 176 £, 48 A, 458 B, 508 C, 498 D, 1103 B. ^ 513 A, 672 C. 
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Thus the Logos is that which connects the divine ideas — ^their 
pldce ; and that which connects the divine forces — the 
Archangel} If a life is to originate outside God, then that 
is possible only by the life of God communicating itself by 
self-revelation ; in other words, through the Logos. Hence, 
He is the master workman of the world ; ^ the divider who 
brings into the lifeless and disordered mass of chaos the 
principle of form and order.^ But He is, at the same time, 
the ideal of the world, as the thought of a work of art exists in 
the artist's soul before it is stamped on the material.^ Above all 
He is the ideal, and therefore the goal of man ; in other words, 
the ideal man in the image of God, of whom Gen. i. speaks.^ 

He is likewise the principle of revelation and redemption. 
Only through Him does the world exist before God. For if 
it did not contain some divine thought, it would not be 
entitled to exist Hence, He is the High Priest who makes 
atonement for the whole world.® And wherever there are 
reconciling and redemptive influences at work in the history 
of salvation, these are revelations of the Logos. He was 
Melchisedek ; He was the Builder of the tabernacle, the Bock 
in the wilderness, the Manna,^ etc. He will at last lead the 
holy people again into their rest, in the superhuman form 
of an Angel.^ These thoughts explain all the expressions 
which Philo applies to the Logos. He did not, of course, 
think of the Logos as personal, in the modern sense of the 
word, but as a force, influence, thought The Logos is 
called the house of God,® the prince of the angels,^^ the 
effulgent likeness of God, the express image of His being,^^ 

" 4, 6, 841 B, 509 B, 600. 

' The separate ideas are the rays ; He is the coUectiye light 6 A, 92 A, 
416 C, 462 B, 466 D, 518 B, 828 C. 

» Cf. 1. « 1248 D, 4, 817 B, 1150 B. 

» 841. « 466 B, 509 B. 

^ 76 C, 76 E, 80, 92 A, 93 A, 176 E, 162 D, 179 C, 218 A, 438 D, 470, 
607 B. 

8 987 A. » 389 B, 418 A. ^^ 841 B, 509 B, 600 D. 

" 6 C, 80 C, 600 D, 823 C. 
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incompreliensible and infinite as God,^ indivisible,^ the 
second God,' the viceroy of God * Only through the eternal 
thongbt of God, which also stands from all eternity before 
the eye of God as that which is to be realised, could a world 
exist outside of God and have a value as having come into 
existence, and as being in process of development As High 
Priest, the Logos is a pledge to the world of its connection 
with God, and to God of the permanent value of the world. 
He thus stands between the two as Intercessor for the world.^ 
In connection with this world, He is the governor and pilot, 
the charioteer of the divine forces, and the umpire.® By 
revelation he leads humanity, which has been created for 
Him, and especially the people of salvation, onward to their 
goal — to the realisation of His own being in humanity. What- 
ever saving influences exist among men are all, in the last 
resort, due to the Logos. 

The further development, in Palestinian Judaism, of 
thoughts like these into the conceptions of the Jeqara, 
Memra, Shechina^ and Adam Qadmon (the first Adam),^ 
does not require to be discussed here. 

3. (a) Among the " moral " attributes of God we did not 
mention His holiness,^ because, according to the idiom of 
the Old Testament, it does not express any one side of His 
character, but describes the general impression which the 
pious have of God's relation to His creatures. While holi- 

^The firat-born son, 140 £, 298 B, 829 C, 341, 98 B, 452, 466 C, 497 D, 
1046 D K 

* 513 a * 599, 600 D (ed. Mg. ii. 625). 
« 398 B, 466 C, 600 E (79 A, ^»4«). > 466 B, 509 B. 

• 898 B, 466 C, 600 E. 

' Pirke Aboth 8. Ubi sedent duo qui legem tractant, ShecbinA com ilUs 
est. 

* The Bath Qol (Pirke Aboth vL 2) is a term for the idea of rerelation 
in the senee of the later age. 

• BTtp. Hence \^p, Bnp3i C^lpHH. It is linguistically connected with 
Chn, enh, etc., and denotes what is "set apart," "made pure," \fflpty. 

The opposite of tTTp is not KDD* but ^n »«'»•», Lev. x. 9 (as fi<DD ia the 

opposite of nine). 
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ness was formerly regarded as the attribate which warded off 
from God whatever was evil and dishonouring to Him, that 
is, His moral sublimity, many modem scholars have put 
forward a different view. According to Diestel, as well as 
Achelis, God's holiness is meant to describe His direct con- 
nection with Israel through revelation — ^that is to say, an ex- 
clusive " property-relation," — in other words, it expresses 
not so much the unapproachable moral majesty of God, 
as His inner relation to Israel. This view is exaggerated 
in a one-sided way by Menken,^ who says : " By holiness is 
meant not so much the general unapproachable perfection 
and glory of God, which makes Him infinitely superior 
to all the excellence of all His creatures, as His con- 
descending grace. His self-abasing humility, His humbling 
Himself in love." But this view is nothing more than 
plausible. 

By far the most frequent use of the word *' holy " in the 
Old Testament is in reference to the people, its customs, and 
its arrangements for public worship. There the matter is 
quite clear. A person, a people, a vessel, is holy, most 
assuredly, not because of its contents, but in so far as these 
things are " sacred/* i,e. appropriated to God, and therefore 
called to share in God's dignity, and withdrawn from all 
profane or common uses. Some things, it is true, are in them- 
selves more adapted for this than others, e.ff. such as are 
perfect in themselves and worthy of honour (pure). Still 
even these are holy only in so far as they have been set apart 
for God. The word " hallow," which is so often used, simply 
means " to dedicate to a religious use," " to make a thing God's 
property," in contrast with putting it to " a profane or com- 
mon use." The glory of God makes the tabernacle " holy " ; 
the sacrifice " hallows " the altar. A " holy thing " * means 
either a place set apart for God's use, or a utensil dedicated 

* Citing Ps. ciii. 1 ff., cv. 8 ; Hos. xi. 9 ; Ps. xxiL 4, xxxiu. 21. 
' In the metaphorical sense (Ps. Ixxiii. 17). 
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to His service. An earthly thing becomes holy by being 
appropriated to heavenly purposes. And the more directly it 
can be appropriated to God Himself, the holier it becomes, so 
that things belonging exclusively to God are '* the most holy 
of all." Hence Diestel is perfectly right in saying of earthly 
things, " Holiness is a concept not of material but of relation." 
The " holy " are those dedicated to God, those who serve God 
in heaven and on earth.^ Israel is a holy people because it 
is God's peculiar people ; and a priest belonging to this people 
is especially holy.' And when conclusions as to the people's 
conduct are drawn from this relationship of property, Israel's 
" holiness " naturally requires material and moral abstinence 
from everything unbecoming a people dedicated to this God. 
Here, too, the (!oncept of a property relationship is amply 
sufficient, with the natural explafiation which it gets in the 
moral idea of God. 

And this idea is equally sufficient where the poetry of 
the Old Testament speaks of God's holy arm, name, temple, 
heaven, etc. It merely emphasises the fact that every- 
thing which proceeds from Him, or in which He has a share, 
participates in the incomparable majesty of His being, and in 
His claim to be reverenced by man.' Many even of the pas- 
sages in which God Himself is called holy could perhaps be 
explained without the help of any other idea — for example, 
the numerous passages, especially in the book of Isaiah, in 
which God is called ** the Holy One of Israel." Even there it 
might possibly be only the exclusive character of His relation to 
Israel that is indicated. The expression would in that case 
be but slightly different from the title '' God of Israel." In- 
deed in many passages where God is called without any special 

^ Zech. xiy. 5 ; Ps. xn, 3, zzxiv. 10 ; Job ▼. 1, zt. 15. 

' Ex. zix. 5f.; Ley. xxl 16, xxii. 9, 16. 

' P«. xL 4, iiL 5, xz. 7 ; cf. the concordance for ^{^p and \d^p. The passage, 
1 Sam. ii. 2, is used without any special emphasis : God is the incomparable one 
(Ritschl). On the other hand, in 1 Sam. vL 20, the word indicates the awful 
majesty of the divine Being. 
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emphasis " the Holy One," ^ we might be satisfied with this 
explaDation. But even in these cases the explanation of 
the term by the relationship of property is barely satis- 
factory, and does not do justice to the emphatic character of 
the word ; and certainly the great majority of passages in 
which God is called holy, leads us to give a much fuller 
meaning to the term. 

When God swears by His holiness,* there must be a refer- 
ence to some unchangeable attribute of His own being. When 
the creature is awe-struck at God's neaiiiess, because He is 
holy, when the Holy One of Israel is compared to a flame of 
fire, and stress is laid on His incomparably terrible majesty,' 
the word must be intended to indicate the gulf between God 
and the creature, that is, to express the consuming majesty 
of the divine Being. And when the Lawgiver, who has 
most logically developed the idea of the holiness of God and 
of His people, bases on the declaration " God is holy " a claim 
for holiness on the part of the people in such a way that a 
particular kind of material and moral national life is the 
result,* he cannot have intended his words to mean, " You 
must be Mine, because I am yours." That would leave the 
whole purport of his claim unexplained. 

Hence, in the ordinary language of Israel, the holiness of 
God must denote the peculiar relation of Israel's God 
towards His creatures, and specially towards man. In the 
very earliest times the word must have denoted the consuming 
glory of the Semitic God ; and it still carries with it something 
of the dread with which the ancient Hebrew regarded the 
terrible God who annihilates what comes near Him, and kills 
what is dedicated to Him.^ At any rate it was primarily not 

^ Cf. e,g, B. J. zL 25 ; Ps. xzii. 4 ; Hab. iii. 8, L 12. Even the inscription 
of Eshmunazar calls the gods " holy." 

" Amos ir. 2. » 1 Sam. ii. 2, vL 20 ; Isa. vL 3 ff., x. 17. 

^ Lev. zL 44, 45, ziz. 2, zx. 7, 26, zxi. 8 ; Num. v. 3. 

' From the holiness of God it follows that contact with anything of His, or 
any changing of His arrangements, is fatal (Lev. x. 2 f. ; Num. 1. 51, 53, iii 10, 
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a moral but a material idea. Fire and light appear to be the 
suitable forms of revelation for the Holy God.^ The creature, 
as such, would perish in His presence. To disregard or violate 
the divine holiness brings down " the wrath of God," and the 
consequent destruction of the creature.^ God is a Being 
exalted incomparably high above the world, who keeps His 
majesty free from every stain of dishonour, and wai-ds off 
from His unique greatness even the slightest misjudgment or 
injury * And everything that belongs to Him shares in 
this majesty, and claims the self-same reverence. What- 
ever earthly thing is holy possesses this character as being 
God's property, and must maintain it by withdrawing itself 
from all dishonour, from everything unclean and noxious. 

Hence also the name " the Holy One of Israel " was cer- 
tainly intended to describe God, not merely as the God of Israel, 
but as the unapproachable, incomparable One, in whom Israel 
may put his trust, although the world be hostile to him, and 
before whom he must tremble, should he himself prove un- 
faithful The expression is emphatic, as when God is called 
a Bock or a Light.^ We meet with this signification of the 
word " holy " wherever it is used emphatically of God. He 
dwelleth high and holy ; He is the faithful Holy One.*^ An 
unclean people, prone to rebel, cannot serve Him, because He 
is holy — that is, tolerates no dishonour.^ God hallows Him- 
self — that is, preserves and reveals the incomparable majesty 
of His Being, and desires that He should be hallowed, that 

88 ; Isa. yiii. 14). He is an unapproachable terrible Lord, easily offended and 
provoked, threatening evil (1 Sam. xxvi 19 ; 1 Kings xiL 15, zxiL 20 ff.; Amos 
iil 6 ; cf. £z. xxziiL 20 ; Jndg. ziii. 22 ; Isa. vi. 5. To enp corresponds the 
''Mcer esto " of the Bomans (Ex. xxix. 87, xxx. 29 ; Lev. vi. 11, 23 ; Josh. vi. 
17 f.). Ex. iii. 5 ; Isa. vi. 3f., and Gen. xxviii. 17 (Ps. cxi 9) also show the 
connection between "holy" and "terrible," 

^ Ex. iii 5 ; Isa. X. 17. * 2 Sam. vi. 6 f. 

» B. J. Ivii 15. * Cf. especiaUy Isa. x. 17. 

' Hofl. xii. 1 ; Ptoy. iz. 10, and indeed in the plnral. Thus Job vi. 10 ; B. J. 
Ivii 16 ; Pa. xdx. 5, 9. Also in 1 Sam. vi 20 the word must, at any rate, 
signify "unapproachable, terrible." 

' Josh. xxiv. 19. 
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this unique majesty should be acknowledged.^ He hallows 
Himself in Israel when He shows how unassailable He is by 
a hostile heathen world, and also when He resents and 
avenges any breach in Israel of His covenant rights. Thus 
His holiness is the consolation and hope of His people, and at 
the same time a source of holy dread to the wicked.^ God's 
name is to be hallowed in Israel — that is, reverenced in its 
majesty.' He hallows Himself by righteousness, in other 
words, He guards, as Judge, the authority of His unassailable 
personality.* And everything which is the seat of His holiness 
becomes an object of holy dread, and destroys any unclean 
thing that touches it. While, according to the prophet, the 
Seraphim cry, " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts," the 
sons of God, according to the ancient psalm, declare His 
glory in the heavenly temple.* To be holy and to be glorious, 
to be hallowed and to be glorified, may correspond exactly, 
because in both cases the majesty of the self-revealing God is 
displayed and maintained before the world. 

(b) We have already alluded to the expression which sur- 
rounds the whole Old Testament picture of the divine Being 
as with a halo of light — viz. the glory of Jehovah.® What the 
religion of Israel denotes by this word is certainly, in the first 



^ Deut. zxxii. 51 ; Isa. viiL 13. 

8 Ex. XV. 11 ; Hah. I 12 ; Isa. v. 16 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 16, 23, xxxvi. 23 ; cf. 
1 Sam. vi. 20 ; Lev. x. 3 ; Josh. xxiv. 19. Probably Hos. xi. 9 also belongs to 
the first class of passages. God says, " I will not execute the fierceness of Min& 
anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim ; for I am God and not man ; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee : and I wiU not come in wrath.*' If the phrase '^ the 
Holy One in the midst of thee " does not simply mean the same as ** thine 
honoured Lord and God," then it must, like the antithesis of God and man, 
express the exaltation of the divine Being above earthly vicissitudes, and of His 
will above the changes of His counseL 

» E.g. Lev. xxiL 32. * Isa. v. 16 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 23, xxxix. 27. 

^ Isa. vi. 3 ; cf. Ps. xxix. 9, xcix. 3, 6, 9 (Ezek. xxxvi. 23 to magnify one- 
self, Lev. X. 3). The distinction between the two terms is brought out most 
clearly by remembering that from the glory of God moral inferences can never 
be drawn by His worshippers, and that God's holiness as such can never be 
manifested. 
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instance, the actual presence of the God of light — God's re- 
vealed glory as it appears to His favoured ones in all its awful 
grandeur and majesty ; ^ and in this signification ' the word 
still occurs in E^sekiel and in A. But the phrase generally 
denotes the special majesty of God's revealed Being, the perfect 
fulness of His Godhead, which the creature has to acknowledge, 
praise, and glorify. It is this which, according to the early 
psalm, *'day preaches to day and night to night," in words which 
are heard even unto the utmost ends of heaven. It is this 
which the sons of God rejoice to celebrate when, as they watch 
in the palace of God the progress of the revealing thunder- 
storm, they keep saying, "Glory, glory." God proves this 
attribute of His upon His enemies because He wishes to 
show them that He is the King of Glory.* Thus, too, in later 
days, the poet prays that God's glory may be exalted above 
the heavens and the earth ^ — in other words, that God may 
cause every created thing to acknowledge His incomparable 
majesty. And the prophets hope that God's glory will fill all 
lands in quite another way than heretofore, that all creatures 
will have to acknowledge this God as the Most High, as the 
perfect fulness of the Godhead.^ God means to set His glory 
among the heathen — that is, to be acknowledged and wor- 
shipped even by them.^ On its account He will not give His 
people to the heathen as a spoil.^ This gloiy all beings are to 
ascribe unto God ; that is, they are to praise and glorify Him 
according to the measure of the divine majesty that is revealed 
unto them.^ This glorifying of God and of His name is the 
highest thing for which an Israelite, as well as a disciple of 

^ Ex. zxxiiL 22 ; cf. iiL, zvi. 7, 10, zxiv. 16. 

* Ex. zziz. 48, zL 34, 85 ; 2 Chron. v. 14, vii. 1 ; Deut y. 24 ; Pa. zxtl 8 ; 
£zek. zliii. 2, 4 ; B. J. zl. 5. 

' Ps. ziz. 1, zziz. 1 ff., 9, zcvi. 8, czzzviii. 5 ; Isa. vi. 8 ; Jer. ziii. 16 (in 
Ps. TiiL 2, 10 "the name'* of God ia quite Bynonymona ; £z. iz. 16, ziy. 
18 ; Pi. zziY. 7. 

* Pi. lYiL 6, 12. • B. J. zzzr. 2, zl. 5 ; Num. zir. 21. 

• Kxek. zzziz. 21. ' Num. ziv. 12 ft. 

• B. J. zliii. 7 ; cf. liz. 19 f.; Hab. il 14 ; Ps. zcvi. 7. 
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Jesus, can pray, " Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy name give glory." ^ This God of glory is of course per- 
fectly blessed in the fulness of His being, and without a single 
want — a God who out of His mere good pleasure can give all 
things, but asks for nothing ; from whom all receive, but to 
whom nothing is ever given. 

" The Lord is in His holy temple, 
Let all the earth keep silence before Him."* 

(c) From the holiness of the morally perfect God, the 
attitude which God takes up towards human sin follows as 
a matter of course. This relation is summed up in the 
old phrase, " He hateth sin." ^ He is not a God, as was said 
later, who delighteth in iniquity ; evil shall not dwell with 
Him ; He is of purer eyes than to behold evil* Breaches 
of the great statutes of right and equity are to Him an 
abomination.^ But owing to His holiness and His mercy this 
antagonism to sin shows itself in different aspects. 

When human sin assails God's holiness and honour, 
especially when Israel breaks the covenant God has made 
with him, or when heathen nations show hostility to His 
honour or His purposes of salvation, or when any- 
thing happens in Israel injurious to the holiness which 
beseems the people of this God, then His wrath and holy 
indignation are aroused.^ 

In the concrete conception of God current in the earlier 
ages, and in accordance with the original idea of His holiness, 
both these words undoubtedly imply the thought of human 

^ Ps. cxr. 1. 

» Ps. xvL 2, I. 9-12 ; B. J. xl. 28 ff., xM. 5ff.; Hab. ii. 20 ; Zech. ii. 13. 
» Ps. xi. 6. 

^ Ps. y. 5 ; Hab. i. 13 ; Lev. xxvi. 15 ff.; Deut xii. 31 ; B. J. xxvi. 9, lix. 2, 
Ixi. 8. 
« Prov. xii. 22, xv. 8f., 26, xvi. 5, xxi. 27 (namn). 

« pix, pin, may, non, oyr, s|vp, n^:?, wp i>K (Kijp, Josh. xxiv. i9) ; 

Gen. yL 6 ; Num. xii. 9; Ex. xxxii. 10 ff.; Dent. iv. 24, vi. 15; Josh. xxiv. 
19, vii 26 ; Ex. xx. 5, xxxiv. 14 ; Num. xxv. 11 ;*cf. Num. xxxv. 38 f. 



THE WRATH OF GOD. 175 

passion, and the impression of the terrible God of the Semites 
is still visible The ancient Hebrews too tremble before a 
mysterious wrath of God.^ Not only does God's wrath 
destroy without mercy the enemies of His people^ but it 
blazes forth whenever His sanctuary is touched by any 
profane person or thing ;^ when the people complain and 
murmur needlessly; when the spies show themselves cowards ; 
when their own kindred rise up against Moses and Aaron.^ 
When the angry breath of God's nostrils is spoken of, or 
when it is said that God whets His sword, or that He is 
angry all the day/ these are but poetic metaphors taken from 
the martial wrath of an insulted hero. Only from this point 
of view could the godly man pray : 

^* Lord rebnke me not in Thine anger, 
Neither chasten me in Thy hot displeasure ; 
Punish me but with justice." ° 

Such expressions take it for granted that the wrath of God, 
like that of men, will, if left to itself, overleap the bounds 
of equity. Only on account of thoughts like these did it 
require to be expressly stated — as for instance by Micah • — 
that it was not blind rage but the wickedness of Israel that 
drove God to the use of threats. But because the conception of 
God's wrath is still mixed up with the idea of human passion, 
it is said, especially in later times, that God does not give free 
rein to HIb anger, at least within the limits of His covenant 
He is God and not man. Hence He will not act according 
to the fierceness of His anger. He is not always wroth ; else 
the spirit would fail before Him, and the souls which He 
had made.^ Taking this restriction for granted, we may say, 
therefore, that all through the Old Testament, the anger of 
God is represented as the natural excitement of the Holy 

* Lev. X. 6 ; Num. i. 68, xviiL 6 ; of. Ex. xU. 18, xxx. 12 ; Kum. viiL 19. 
» Num. i. 68, viii. 19. • Num. xi. 1, 10, xiv. 87. 

♦Ps. vu. 12 flf. xviii. 9 ff. 
Pa. vi. 2 ; Jer. x. 21 (of. also the expressions in Jer. xr. 16, xxii. 7). 

• Micah ii 7. ' Hoe. xi. 9 ; B. J. Ivii. 16 f. 
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God, conceived of as rising into passion, when His holiness and 
honour are assailed, when His heart boils over like a burning 
fire.^ This wrath of God naturally falls, in the first instance, 
on those nations that attack Him by assailing His holy people; 
on those who, without any divine commission, show themselves 
hostile to Israel, and set themselves " against the Lord and 
His anointed." ^ This wrath next falls on Israel when, forget* 
ful of the covenant, he serves other gods or dishonours the 
name of God by scornful disregard of justice and morality. 
For God dishonours those who dishonour Him.^ For in- 
stance, the breach of Israel's plighted troth to the Gibeonites 
through Saul's acts of violence is punished by the wrath of 
God.* 

On the other hand, there is nowhere any mention in the 
Old Testament of God being angry, on account of original 
sin, with those members of His people who remain honestly 
faithful to their covenant with Him. On the contrary, such 
persons have perfect confidence in His mercy. Just as 
little is God angry with the nations of the heathen world at 
large, when they do not interfere with the history of revela- 
tion. It was only in later times, in the sorrowful days of 
oppression, that men saw the wrath of God in the miseries 
of human life itself, and attributed these also to the uncon- 
scious sin of the people.* In this we are witnessing a 
transition to a deepened consciousness of sin, such as Hebrew 
antiquity knew nothing of. No doubt the early Hebrews, 
like their heathen contemporaries, thought it possible to 
incur the anger of God unwittingly, or, at least, without any 
evil intention, but just through some unconscious, that is to say. 



^ Zeph. ii. 2, iii. 8 ; Nahum i. 5, 6 ; Dcut i7. 24, ix. 3, zzyili. 63 ; Isa. 
XXX. 27, 80, xxxiii. 14; B. J. Ix. 10, Ixi. 2, Ixiii. 6f., Ixir. 5, Ixvi. 14; Ps. 
xxxviii 4. 

s Ps. ii., Ixxiy. 18 ; Ezek. xxxvL 23, xxxviii. Id, 23. ' 1 Sara. ii. 29. 

* 2 Sam. xxi. 1 ff. ; cf. Amos i. 3-ii. 8. 

^ Ps. xc 7 ff. Still even here external violation of God's holiness by His 
people may be meant 
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not wickedly intended, violation of His holy things, or of the 
ordinances of His law. That follows from the previonsly 
explained conception of God's holiness which, in fact, includes 
both the material and the moral. Where men believed that 
they recognised God's anger in the miseries of their lot, they 
sought to discover the cause of that anger by consulting 
oracles and prophets. But no one ever thought that God's 
anger was due to man's moral inability.^ 

Somewhat narrower than the idea of God's auger, but 
otherwise essentially similar, is the idea of God's jealousy 
or zeal, which is found in all the Old Testament writings, 
but is especially frequent in those subsequent to the 
Deuteronomic period.^ This jealousy naturally presupposes 
the marriage relationship, and can therefore be only thought 
of when there is a question as to some violation of the holy 
bond which unites Israel to God. Hence the reference to 
God's jealousy stands, as Geffken justly observes, after the 
first and second commandments, not after the rest. When 
Israel worships other gods, it arouses the jealousy of 
Jehovah. 

This jealousy of God is also directed against Israel's 
enemies, and consequently is represented as a motive for 
God's deeds of deliverance whenever Israel is, contrary to 
his own will, separated from his God, and dishonoured by 
strange nations and gods. Then the jealousy of the husband 
endeavours to save the imperilled honour of the wife.^ But 
where the people faithlessly turn away of their own accord 

^ A clear instance of this is 2 Sam. vi. 6 ; 1 Chron. xiii. 9 (2 Chron. xv. 13), 
where the wrath of God falls on the non-Levitical person who touches, with a 
good intention, the sacred ark. There the anger is caused by disregard of 
God's ''holiness." The higher the idea of God's transcendental alid holy 
character became, the more did every breach of His ordinances and forms 
appear to be a challenge of His anger. This is speoiaUy true of A and the 
Deuteronomistic editor of the historical books. 

'AU the expressions mentioned here are very frequent in the prophetic 
writings. God's anger is spoken of with special frequency by Jeremiah (iv. 4, 8, 
26, 28, Tii, 20, 29, etc.), the Deuteronomist, and Exekiel. 

' 2 Kings xix. 31 ; Isa. ix. 7 ; Zech. i. 14, viii. 2 ; Joel ii. 18. 

VOL. 11. M 
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from their God, and worship other gods, then the zeal of 
God is a zeal of indignation and judgment which, in turn, 
gives up and divorces the wicked people.^ This wrath and 
jealousy of God determine His final judgment of the world.^ 

As a perfect man dare not tolerate insults to his honour 
or infringements of moral order, but treats them with anger 
and indignation, it follows on the other hand from his merciful 
disposition that, so long as there is a possibility of his 
adversary repenting, he will restrain his anger, and not be 
quick-tempered; and that, wherever it is not a question of 
wicked purpose, but only of unintentional offences, or where 
the adversary seeks forgiveness, and proves himself really 
sincere in his professions, he too will be ready to forgive and 
become reconciled. Both attributes are predicated of God when 
He is called " long-suffering " * and " gracious." * God does not 
give His people up even when they break the covenant. 
He bears with them notwithstanding all the sins of their 
history. Even after the time of the Judges He raises them 
up a David, and is never weary of inviting His people back 
again by the mouth of His servants. And the later age 
understands full well that all God's chastisements were 
intended to spare the people their worst sufferings, because 
He has no pleasure in the death of the sinner, but rather 
that he should turn from his evil ways and live.* With 
long-suffering patience God restrains His anger for His own 
name's sake, because His purposes of revealing mercy are 
bound up witli this people.® 

» Deut iv. 24, v. 9 ; Zeph. i. 18 ; Nalium i. 2 ; B. J. lix. 17, Ixiii. 15 ; Ezek. 
V. 13, viii, 17, xvL 38, xxiii. 25, xxxvi. 6, xxxviii. 18 ff.; Ps. Ixxviii. 58, 

K3p Sk, Dent vi. 15 ; Josh. xxiy. 19. 

'^ E.g. 2 Sam. xii. 14. Because thou hast given occasion to the enemies of 
Jehovah to blaspheme, thy child shall die (Ps. xciv. 1, 10). 

' D'»BX T1K, Ex. xxxiv. 6 ; Num. xiv. 18. 

* pin and |n, Jonah iv. 2 ; Ex. xxxiii. 19, xxxiv. 6. 

» Deut V. 10 ; Nahum i. 8 ; Ezek. xviii. 23 ; Jonah iv. 2; Ps. Ixxxvi. 15, 
ciii. 8 (Micah vii. 18 ; Zeph. iii. 9). 

" Hos. xi. 9 ; B. J. xlviii. 9. 
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And i^hen the sinner returns, God willingly becomes 
reconciled. In order to deal with such sin as does not 
break the covenant, He has had His holy place of recon- 
ciliation set up. And even when a man has separated from 
Him, God yearns to forgive. He longs to pass by the 
transgression, to repent Him of the evil.^ Even in wrath He 
is not forgetful of mercy. He lets Himself be found, and 
invites the sinner to turn to Him with full confidence.* 

God's anger and jealousy on the one side, God's long- 
suffering and mercy on the other, are in no sense contradictory 
or meant to counterbalance each other. On the contrary 
they stand, by preference, side by side.' The same passage 
which says that God will by no means clear the guilty, says 
also that He is slow to anger. The same statute which pro- 
claims that God will punish sin till the third and fourth 
generation, tells also of His great mercy, and declares that He 
takes away and pardons sin. There is forgiveness with God for 
the very reason that He may be feared.^ For truly religious 
fear can be awakened only by a God who does not inexorably 
insist on the law of retribution, but who knows how to 
forgive and be gracious. In the heart of a true man zeal for 
the honour of his house, and for justice and morality, must 
be combined with a patient and placable disposition. So also, 
in the case of God, anger and jealousy are thought of as co- 
existing with long-suffering and tender mercy. Still we may 
well suppose that, in the earlier ages, Israel thought more of 
God's anger and jealousy, and that the knowledge of His 
mercy and long-suffering in all its glory dawned but very 
gradually on the people. 

' Ex. xxxiv. 7 ; Nam. xiv. 18 ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 10, 16 ; Joel ii. 18 ; Amos vii. 
3, 6 ; Jer. xyuL 8 ; Jonah iv. 2ff.; B. J. Ivii. 18. 

* Isa. i 18 ff.; Hoa. xiv. 5 ; Joel ii. 13 ; Micah viL 18 ; a J. It. 6f.; Jonah 
IT. 11 ; P^ xlL 5, IL 8, Ixxxvi. 5, 15, ciii. 8, cxi. 4, cxvi. 5, cxIy. 8 (B. J. Ixiii. 
9, Ixy. 1); of. Joel iL 18 ; Hab. iU. 2; 1 Kings riii. 50; Lam. iii 81 ; Pa. 
IxxriiL 88 (xxxii 6, KW nv)- 

' Kahnm L 2 f. ; Ps. ciii. 8. 

^ Ex. xz. 5f., xxxiy. 6f. ; Norn. xiv. 18. * Ps. cxxx. 4. 
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CHAPTER X. 



CEEATION AND PROVIDENCE. 



Literature. — Plank, "Die biblische Lehre von der 
Schopfung der Welt" (Deutsche Zeitachr. fur ehristl. Wissen- 
schaji und christL Leben, ed. Schneider, 1853, 43, 44, 49, 
50); P. Kleinert, "Zii der alttestamentliche Lehre vom 
Geiste Gottea" (Jahrbiicher fur deutsche Theologie, 1867, i.). 

1. In the Old Testament the relation of the world to God 
is, from the very first, unhesitatingly declared to be that of 
the creature to the Creator. The Semitic religion, with which 
that of the Hebrews is connected, may indeed have understood 
the thought of creation only in the limited sense of a fitting 
up of the world. But the pious in Israel are so very clear 
in their conception of a personal supra-mundane God that a 
pantheistic development of the world, or tlie existence of it 
side by side with God, never occurs to them. And scientific 
interest occupied so entirely subordinate a position in 
Israel's thought, that the question whether the origin of the 
present form of the world might not be a mere development, 
or whether the existence of it might not be regarded as a 
continued process of growth, could not be so much as 
raised. 

That God was the Creator of the heavens and the earth 
was always a settled question for Hebrew piety. The oldest 
Psalms tell us that the heavens declare the glory of God, 
and that His majesty is celebrated by the earth, so that its 
hymn of praise resounds above the heavens.^ Hence the 
beauty and order of the world is His work ; and the chief end 
of the world is to glorify the majesty of the divine Being. 
Certainly the narrative by B is not really meant to give an 
account of the creation, but to serve as an introduction to 

1 Ps. viii. 2 (nan ?), xix. 1 ff. 
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the history of the world and of man. Still it does relate 
that God created the heavens and the earth, made the trees 
grow out of the ground, developed by a mist the seeds of 
vegetation, and formed man and beast of the dust of the 
ground ; that is to say, He freely exercised, in inner harmony 
with the growing world and its laws. His own creative 
energy/ 

All this is said again and again in the Psalms, in the 
speeches of the prophets, and in the declarations of the 
prophetic period. The Spirit of God — that is, the moving 
principle of His own life — is the spirit of life in beings 
innumerabla' The word of God proceeding from Him, pro- 
duces, in accordance with His will, the forms of the world.' 
The wisdom of God makes the everlasting standards and laws 
of the divine life the foundation of the natural laws and 
moral order of the world's life.^ 

That God created or fashioned the world ^ is very often 
stated ; and nowhere so often as in the later Psalms, and by 
the exilic Isaiah. The statement is not made for the express 
purpose of teaching this doctrine, but is either due to the 
direct welling-up of thankful joy at the Creator's goodness and' 
mercy,* or is used in order to strengthen and renew the people's* 
faith that the Almighty is constantly at work in their behalf, 
by reminding them that everything has been called into 
being by Him ; or finally, in order to meet man's insolent 
murmurs by the decisive declaration that the creature can no 
more contend with the Creator, than the potsherd with the 
potter who made it out of senseless clay.^ In this sense it 
is said that heaven and earth arose at God's command and by 

^ Gen. ii. 45>iii. ' Pa. xxxiii. 6, dv. 29, cxxziz. 7 ; Job xxxiy. 14 f. 

* Pa. xxxiii 6, cirii. 20, cxlvii 15, 18. 

* Prov. viii. 22-32 ; Job xxviii. 28flf.; Ps. civ. 2flf., cxxxri. 6 flF., etc 

* niry, "W, Ps. xcv. 4 f. ; Jer. X. 16. 

* Ps. xxiv. 2, xxxiii. 6f., Ixxxix. 12, Ixv. 7, cvii. 24, cxxi. 2, cxxiv. 8, cxxxiv. 
8, cxlviii 6 ; laa. xxxvii 16 ; B. J. xl. 28, xliL 5, xliv. 24, xlv. 12, 18, 
xlviiL IS, \l 13. 

' Im. xxix. 16 ; Jer. xviiL 6 ; B. J. xIt. 9. 
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His wisdom ; ^ and that the beauty and the order of the world 
proclaim its Maker's glory.^ And not merely the world as 
such, but every individual development in it is an expression 
of God's creative wilL Every one of these, it is true, is also 
a result of the great laws and ordinances of nature. The 
earth revolved ; the sea burst its swaddling-bands.^ But it is 
none the less God's free will, in accordance with which these 
ordinances have produced such results ; of independent laws of 
nature the Old Testament knows nothing. The order of nature 
is simply the expression of Divine wisdom.^ 

Thus, like every living thing, man, too, is produced, both 
body and soul, by ordinary generation ; and every child has a 
life-long connection with its parents.^ But it is equally 
certain that the living force in each individual also depends 
on the Spirit of God ; * and every individual knows that 
he is the direct creation of the God who fashions the heart 
of man and puts the spirit within his body, who already 
knows the life that is forming, writes in His book beforehand 
the day of birth, and has prepared the reins in the womb7 
The order of nature is in no wise antagonistic to Gkid's 
creative activity, but is merely the expression, visible to the 
creature, of the power of God directed by His wisdom. Biblical 
traducianism is, indeed, opposed to that scholastic creationism, 
which conceives of a soul distinct from the body, being called 
forth directly from God, but not to the religious creationism 
which is convinced that each individual is an immediate 
expression of God's creative will 

^ Pb. xzzuL 6, XC7. 4f., zcyL 5, cli. 26, cxlvi. 6, cxxxvi. 5 ; Job xxxvi. 3, 
xxviii. 25. 
' E.g, P8. ci7. 10 ff. ; Job xxxviii. 4-xxxix. to tbe end. 

• Ps. xc. 2, civ. 6-9 ; Job xxxyiii. 8 ff. 

*P8. cir. Iff., 29, cxxxvi. 5; Prov. viiL 22-32; Job xxviii. 28 ff.; B, J. 
xliii. 7. 

• Deut. V. 9 ; Ps, IL 7 ; Job xiv. 4. 

• Ps, civ. 29 ; Job xxxiv. 14f. (x. 8, xxvii. 3). 

^ Ps. xxxiii. 15, xcv. 6, cxix. 73, cxxxix. 13, 16 ; Zecb. xii. 1, Job x. 8, xxxiii. 
4 ; Jer. L 5, xxxviii. 16 ; B. J. Ivii. 16. 
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As to detailed theories tegarding the events of creation, 
opinions were, before the time of Ezra, perfectly free and 
undefined. The succession and the order of the individual acts 
of creation were depicted in a free poetical style.^ Not till 
the Levitical period was an endeavour made, in dependence 
on A, to begin a definite theological tradition.' In the earlier 
books we seek in vain for information regarding the philo- 
sophical questions that may be connected with the idea of 
creation — for example, as to how creation is related to time, 
and to the existence of matter ; and whether matter is to be 
conceived of as eternal, or whether the world was created 
absolutely out of nothing. When scholars formerly thought that 
such questions might be decided, for example, from Job. xxvi. 
7, they forgot that the " nothing " upon which God founded 
the earth ^ is not that out of which the earth is created, but 
the immeasurable void of space, the abyss above which they 
imagined that the terrestrial orb was kept hovering. 

A thorough treatment of the creation question, and one 

undertaken of set purpose, is found only in the narrative by 

A, with which the Old Testament as we now have it begins. 

It is meant to describe a creation, in the strict sense of the word. 

For in making God's week of labour end with a day of rest,^ 

it draws a clear distinction between the creative acts of God 

and His ways of revealing Himself to the completed world. 
On a closer examination of this narrative, its present 

form can scarcely be regarded as quite original. Expressions 

such as ''And it was so," ''And God saw that it was 

good/' " And God made," eta, have been used here, evidently 

in the interests of a definite system of sacred numbers, or been 

put in the wrong places.^ The body of the narrative is probably 

very much older than A, who has merely edited it, incorpor- 

^ So Ps. civ. 6-9 ; Job xxxviii. 7. Even Ps. zxxiii. 6-9 merely repeats the 
simple religious elements in the idea of creation. 

* Ps. cxxxrL 6ff.; Eccles. iii. U, vii. 29. 

» nD^i)3^. * Gen. i. 7-ii. 4c ; especially ii. 1 ff. 

* lS.g.L 80, << And it was so." 
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ated it in his work, and fitted the naiTative into the frame of 
a working week, which winds np with a Sabbath.^ Even 
this narrative gives us neither philosophical nor scientific 
information, but simply the fundamental thoughts of religion 
as to God*s relation to the developing world and its laws. 
And whatever material there is in it for natural science or 
philosophy, it certainly does not claim to do more than repro- 
duce the views on these subjects which prevailed in Israel, 
at the time it was written. In fact it need not have had 
any special connection with Israel, or even been generally 
current only among that people. Biblical religion, as a whole, 
is in no way responsible for these views, or for any of their 
contradictions of modern science. 

In this narrative, too, God is represented as connected with 
existence outside of Himself by the concept of '' the Spirit 
and the Word of God." * God's vital force, which is repre- 
sented in a concrete way as His breath, proceeds from 
Him, and becomes the source of created life in whatever it 
breathes upon. Over the lifeless and formless mass of the 
world-matter this spirit broods like a bird on its nest, and 
thus transmits to it the seeds of life, so that afterwards, at 
the word of God, it can produce whatever God wills. And 
His word creates the world — that is, God's inner world of 
thought becomes, through His will, the source of life outside 
of Himself. The Spirit and the Word of God are represented 
as forces locked up in God. The Spirit appears as very 
independent, just like a hypostasis or person. 

To the metaphysical question, about the world being made 
out of nothing and about the origin of matter as making the 
world possible, our narrative gives no answer. Even though the 
usual translation were right, which sees in Gen. i. 1, taken as an 

^ This cannot be considered doubtful, in view of the character of the reyision 
undergone by the Decalogue, and of the intention of this writer to assign to 
antiquity the origin of the sacred customs. 

*jY\TX* rni, Gen. i 2 ; cf. Deut. xxxii. 11. ' From Gen. L 3 onwards. 
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independent sentence^ an account of the creation of matter 
previous to the six days' work, the question would not be 
clearly answered. The verb used for " create," which primarily 
denotes nothing more than a working up of given material,^ 
has, it is true, in the idiom of the language, had its meaning 
restricted to such action of God as produces something new ; ' 
but it certainly may pre-suppose, as is at once shown by 
the following verses,' the presence of matter for this divine 
activity to operate on. It is clear, however, that this transla- 
tion is quite wrong. For without taking into considera- 
tion the fact that n^?^3 can properly occur, as the Jewish 
grammarians have already seen, only in a prepositional and 
conjunctional clause, since its very form implies dependence on 
the following sentence, the phrase ''the heavens and the earth " 
cannot possibly denote " matter," because from ver. 2 onwards 
the earth alone is in existence, and out of it " heaven and earth " 
are not made until the firmament is created. Besides, '' heaven 
and earth ** is the standing phrase for ** the created, finished 
world," and it is so used just in reference to the six days' 
work.^ Hence the words cannot mean, at one and the same 
time, the starting-poirU and the result of the divine action. Now 
in view of the phrase " in the beginning," and also of the second 
verse, it is absolutely impossible to regard the first verse as a 
superscription to the six days' work. Then ver. 2 corresponds 
exactly to the form of a Hebrew circumstantial clause, which 
usually appears as the second member of a period,^ and the 
whole sentence has a perfect parallel in Gen. v. 1 ff., that is, 
in the opening sentence of A's second narrative.® Moreover, 
when we consider that iL 4a stood originally before i. 1 as a 
superscription, and was, for obvious reasons of form, put in 

1 tna. Eiaewhew nb^i iv, IDS pan, p«. 

* Ex. zxxir. 10 ; Num. xvi. 80 ; Pa. IL 12 (of a spiritnal creation B. J. xliU. 
1-15, hcT. 18 ; Pa. di. Id). 

•Gen. i. 21, ▼. 1 f. 

* Gen. ii. l-4a, xiv. 19-22 ; Ex. xxxi. 17 (Gen. ii. 46). 

* Ewald Gram. § 841a. * Cf. in Schrader l.c, p. 47 ff. 
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here just to mark off the next narrative, being thus changed 
into a sub-scriptioD, the sentence becomes quite similar to the 
form of sentence A generally uses. Hence we see ourselves 
compelled, with Ewald, Bunsen, Schrader, and others, to trans- 
late : '' In the beginning when God created heaven and earth, 
— now the earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was brooding 
upon the waters, — God said, Let there be light." ^ Hence 
there is nothing stated here about the origin of matter. 

God's first act, when producing our present world, was to 
give the command, which created light as the life-producing 
element in the universe. When this first act took place, there 
existed a condition of things in which the earth, including in 
it at that time the heaven, presented itself to God as a chaotic 
mass, shrouded in darkness and covered with water. As 
to whether this condition was itself eternal, produced out 
of itself, or temporal, called forth by the will of God, our 
narrative says nothing. This purely metaphysical question is 
not so much as touched upon here, any more than in the 
kindred cosmogonies of the Chaldeans and the Phoenicians, 
and is not solved of set purpose in any part of the Old 
Testament. Hence, in later times, even the Alexandrian view 
of the eternity of the "/n^ &," as an explanation of the origin 
of the world could be quite well harmonised with the Biblical 
doctrine of Creation, as soon as it referred all actual finite 
being and life absolutely to God. But that it was decidedly 
at variance with the real meaning of our narrative, admits 
nevertheless of indirect proof. When God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth,^ can make everything good, that is to say, 
finds nowhere any hindrance in anything already in existence, 
which, having its origin in some other being, is antagonistic 

^ On the analogy of Hos. i. 2 ; Deut. iv. 15, a change of the vowels into 
(^121 after y. 1, is not at all necessary. To make one's individual taste the 

standard by which to judge this translation, as Wellhausen does, is not a per- 
missible procedure in matters of this kind. 
* Gen. xiv. 19-22. 
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to Him ; ^ and when to His word " Be " comes the willing 
" And it was;" * in other words, when matter obeys the divine 
command like a willing servant, it is assuredly taken for 
granted that everything, even this chaotic matter which obeys 
the creative word of God, is included within the will of God, 
and called forth by Him. And who can doubt that A had 
this conviction? That it is nowhere expressly taught is 
simply due to the fact that A had really no occasion to raise 
this metaphysical question. Least of all had he ever thought 
of the daring conceptions of a world-wide catastrophe and a 
world-wide restoration with which modem theosophy has 
credited Old Testament science.^ 

In what relation time stands to creation is another question 
likewise left untouched. Even in the ordinary interpretation 
of Gen. i 1 " the beginning," being merely contrasted with 
" the end," * would denote the beginning of the history of the 
world without reference either to time or eternity. But accord- 
ing to our interpretation we are simply told with what the 

1 Gen i. 81. • Gen. i. 8, 6, 11, 14. 

' Since the time of J. 6<ihnie, not a few theosophists have maintained that v. 2 
is meant to describe what the world, created according to v. 1 as a *»rft«t, became 
in conseqncnce of a fall in the world of spirits. This thought, which would be 
nataral enough in the circle of thought that produced the book of Enoch, is, 
if our translation of the text be correct, absolutely >vithout foundation. But even 
if ver. 1 be taken as an independent sentence, such a thought is against both 
language and sense. If ver. 2 were meant to describe something that happened 
ooly subsequent to ver. 1, and indeed through the discontinuance of what was 
there stated, it could not have been said '*now the earth was nn^n }nKni,'* 
bat "and the earth became" (y^HH ^HH^). But since HDM is used, and 
with a participle too, in the parallel clause, which certainly can describe 
only a continuous condition, ver. 2 must describe something that is either 
synchronous with what is stated in ver. 1 or is included in it. Hence the 
situation cannot be different in the two verses. But even apart from these 
reasons, it is a postulate of correct thinking not to assume that a thought has 
faUen out between two successive sentences, which requires to be stated before 
the second sentence can be properly understood. Any one who sets aside this 
postulate, may read the whole system of Ohristlan doctrine out of any heathen 
book. Besides the notion of a fall of angels before the creation of the world 
(different from the narrative in Gen. vi. 1-^) is altogether opposed to the view of 
the Old Testament. Satan is not a fallen angel. 

* The history reaches from JVJ^Hn to nnnx (Delitzsch). 
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work of creation began, and out of what the present form of 
heaven and earth was then produced in sLx days. Still it is 
undoubtedly taken for granted that time, as it exists for us, is 
merely a category for created things ; in other words, that the 
world, as such, cannot have come into being within the limits 
of this time, but itself includes it. For the first day runs its 
course within creation itself,^ and is therefore a part of the 
world's being ; and before " the first day " time is of course 
inconceivable. Chaos is without motion, development, and 
growth, — therefore also without time. But such abstract 
questions are altogether foreign to Old Testament piety. 

The religious thoughts, which are really contained in this 
narrative may be summed up as follows : 

(1.) God and the world are distinct. The sum of Being out- 
side God is an object on which God acts; it exists therefore apart 
from God. The vivifying Spirit of God broods over the universe. 
It is God's word which calls into being each individual form, — 
not a thought, an inner self-development of God, as the Pan- 
theism of the Hindoo represents. Hence God establishes every- 
thing through a voluntary intentional expression of His will : 
He spake and it was done ; He commanded and it stood fast. 

(2.) God and the world are not independent. One form of 
life does not originate from another according to a dead, 
mechanical law; nor does God call forth life in an arbi- 
trary, disorderly manner, in defiance of the laws of His own 
world. The laws of the world are an expression of the divine 
will. The earth itself " brings forth." The individual life is 
developed out of the organic totality of nature by the 
forces and laws which God has put into it by means of His 
vivifying Spirit. But the eailh brings forth at God's word 
and command, obeying His will, and fulfilling it by her order. 
Between the order of nature and the will of the living God 
there is no antagonism ; the two are one.^ 

(3.) God and the world are not opposites. The earth on which 

» Gen. i. 5. « Gen. L 20, 21, 24. 
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Gk)d works as Creator is^ it is true, a dull, dead, moaning mass — 
a chaos.^ All the civilised peoples of antiquity take it for granted 
that the world, before it became a well-ordered living whole, 
existed without either order or light, as a chaos pregnant with 
future being, and the possible foundation of true life. Accord- 
ing to B, moisture is the means of engendering life ; accord* 
ing to A, the world begins to grow out of moist matter 
when once the primeval flood which prevented the develop- 
ment of life is dried up. Now, our narrative, as has been 
pointed out, does not expressly say that this chaos was the 
product of God's will. But although the world has not in 
itself the power to produce order and beauty, it is nevertheless 
the willing instrument of God's Spirit, which broods upon the 
face of the waters. It is not antagonistic or eviL It places 
itself at God's command, so that He can make everything 
"very good"; and He, on His part, rejoices over it and 
blesses the creatures on it. 

2. In the growth of individual creatures, creation and 
preservation run into each other. In the narrative of 
B the two are still directly interwoven ; and although 
the narrative of A purposely separates the two by the idea 
of the Sabbath, it, too, conceives of the development and 
continued existence of the creature as dependent on the con- 
tinuance of Grod's creative activity. The same idea runs all 
through the Old Testament Hence, to quote sonie of the 
earlier passages, God takes away the breath of life as He 
pleases ; that is, its continuance depends upon His wilL^ He 
saves life — that is, it is in His hand.' He is the Lord of life, 
the God of ihe spirits of all flesL^ When He no longer 
allows His Spirit *' to rule " in the individual creature, it sinks 

' insi W\ the Phcenician Baan, the Hindoo world-egg, the Chaldean world- 
woman, the Greek a^«#/mi wiXtiftf. 

* Gen. vi. 8 ; of. ii. 17. Cf. generally the flood, the overthrow of Sodom, the 
slaying of the Egyptian firBt-bom, of the Korahites, etc. 

* Pa. zTiiL 17 ff. ; Gen. yilL 1 ; cf. 21 ff., etc. 
^ Nam. zvi. 22, zxvii. 16. 
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back into its own nothingness, into the mass of matter without 
attributes.^ In like manner, when God gives rain and 
drought at will; when He rules the elements as ''cloud- 
compeller," 2 and uses at His pleasure the forces of nature ; ^ 
when, at the wave of His hand, the hosts in heaven's vault 
run their courses, rejoicing like heroes and warriors,* the order 
of nature is but the expression of His almighty freedom. 

The existence and further development of the created 
world depends entirely upon God's will as to its con- 
tinuance or preservation. This comes out with special clearness 
in the thought already mentioned that the blessing of offspring, 
even against hope, is due to Him alone.^ Hence all the self- 
developing life of created beings issues forth from His will as 
well as from the womb of nature. In the later writings it is 
just the same. The continuance of life is every moment de- 
pendent on God. " Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled ; 
Thou withdrawest their breath, they expire and return to their 
dust ; Thou seudest forth Thy breath, they are created ; and 
Thou renewest the face of the ground." ^ God allows men to 
die, and says, " Eeturn, ye children of men/' ^ He threatens 
death, and retracts the threat^ He cuts the thread of life.* 
His care preserves the spirit of man.® In the shadow of His 
wings men are safe ; in His light they see light^® In His book 
all their days are written, and He determines the course of their 
lives. Hence His book is the book of life." For all flesh is 
grass — is, in comparison with God, absolutely without strength 
of its own, and without assurance of permanence.^^ In like 



' Gen. vi. 3. ' Gen. ii. 6, vii. 11 ff., etc. 

' Gen. xix. 24, especially in the plagues on the Egyptian s «.</. also Ex. 
xvi. 16 ff. ; Ps. xxix. 

* Ps. viii. 1 ff., xix. 5 ff., xvili. 8 ff. 

» Gen. XV. 5f., xviii. 10 ff., xxv. 21— csp. Gen. xxx. 2, 8 (Ps. xxxi. 16, 
xxxiii. 6ff.). 

« Isa. xxxi. 8 ; Job xxxiv. 14 ; Ps. civ. 29 f. ^ Ps. xc. 3. 

8 Isa. xxxviii. 1 ff., 12 ; Job xxvii. 8. » Job x. 12. 

'<» Ps. xxxvi. 8. " Ps. xxxix. 5ff., Ixix. 29, Ixxxix. 16, cxxxix. 16. 

" Ps. xc. 5f.; B. J. xl. 6. 
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manner, the hand of God is seen in all the ordering, propaga- 
ting, and maintaining of created life. Children are His gift ; 
and He forms the spirit of man within him.^ He givetli 
rain and fruitful seasons ; ^ He canseth the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and com and wine for the sustenance of man.^ 
To Him the young ravens cry for food, and the beasts of 
the field pant unto Him> Again, it is He who assigned 
to every kind of animal its special form of existence, who 
" made the ostrich forget wisdom, and did not impart unto 
her understanding." ^ In short, it is He, as Amos says,® " that 
formeth the mountains and createth the wind, and declareth 
unto man what is his thought, that maketh the dawn dark- 
ness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth ; 
Jehovah, the God of Hosts, is His name; He that maketh 
the Pleiades and Orion, and turneth deep darkness into the 
morning, and maketh the day dark with night ; that calleth 
for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face 
of the earth ; Jehovah is His name ; that causeth destruction 
to flash forth upon the stronghold, so that destruction cometh 
upon the fortress." 

3. The God who preserves the world is the God of Israel 
Creation and preservation reach their goal in the history of 
the kingdom of God. The kernel of religious faith in God's 
sustaining power is the faith of the saints in His providence. 
The way in which God develops nature, according to His 
own will, already points to higher objects. Nature must serve 
to realise His purposes. Its first purpose is, by its beauty 
and goodness, to praise the Lord, and to reveal to man the 
fulness of His power and wisdom,^ to be the mirror of His 
glory and goodness.^ But He also guides it according to His 

' Zech. xii. 1 ; Gen. xvii. 17 ff. ; Ps. cxxvii. 3. 

' Jer. uL 8, v. 24, xiv. 22 ; Ps. civ. IS, cxlv. 16 ; Gen. ix. 14 {n^iXnytfimt). 

' P«. civ. 14 ff., 27, oxxxvi. 25, cxlv. 15 f. 

* Job xxxviiL 88-41 ; Pb. civ. 21, 27 ; Joel i. 20. 

» Job xxxix. 17. • Amos ir. 12 f., v. 8 f., ix. 6 flf. 

' Ps. viii., xix. ^ Ps. civ. 81, cxxxix., cxlvii. 8, 17-19. 
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purposes with man.^ Snow and hail are His weapons, piled 
up in His heavenly armoury. The thunder is His voice of 
menace, which announces His going forth to battle.^ Every- 
thing in nature must serve as a means of attaining the great 
moral ends of the kingdom of God on earth. Fertility and 
drought are means of education in the hand of God. Hence 
as a land, the fertility of which is not like that of Egypt, due 
to regular and, as it were, absolutely certain conditions, but the 
welfare of which depends entirely on the refreshing rain, 
Canaan is in a pre-eminent d^ree a land of faith.^ The 
swarms of locusts are God's hosts, which proclaim the day of 
His auger ;^ and in the general conceptions of the last day, 
the catastrophes of the natural world play an important part 
Now the full expression of this faith is the idea of miracle, 
which is exactly the same all through the Old Testament Israel 
never concerns itself any more than did the other religious 
peoples of antiquity with the question of how miracles can be 
reconciled with the fixed laws of Nature. For in these ages the 
idea of nature being governed by fixed laws had never been 
broached. No doubt even the Old Testament in its later 
writings speaks of a covenant of God with day and night, and 
of the bounds which He has prescribed for the several powers 
of nature, beyond which they cannot pass.* But of an order 
of nature, inviolable even by the divine will, no one 
ever thinks. Only in one very late Psalm, and even there 
in quite an indefinite way, do we get a sort of hint as to such 
an order in nature as is, like the moral law, an inviolable 
ordinance of God.® Every event in Nature is looked at merely 
as a single act of God*s free will, rain and sunshine as well 
as earthquake and prodigy. Consequently the essence of a 

^ B. J. xlvi. 11, xlviii. 16 f. ' Amos i. 2 ; Job zxxviii. 28 ; Joel iv. 16. 

' Deut zi. 12ff., zzviii. 12, 23; Lev. zzvi 8, 15 ff.; Job zzxyiiL 25 ; Ps. 
Izv. 10 ff., cxlvii. 15 ff.; Hagg. L 7 ff.; Jonah i. 4, ii. 1, 11, iy. 6ff.; Joel i. 
4ff., 17 ff. 

^ Joel ii. 11 (that ezecate his word). 

* Jer. xxxiii. 20, 25 ; Ps. civ. 9 ; Job xxxviii. 10. • Ps. cxlviii. 6. 
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miracle is not that it is ''unnatural/' but that it is a specially 
clear and striking proof of God's power, and of the freedom 
He exercises in furthering His objects. It does not stand out 
as an irregular individual occurrence, in contrast with a 
differently ordered whole; but it stands out as a specially 
striking individual occurrence, in contrast with other single 
events, which, being less striking owing to their frequency, are 
less calculated to produce the impression of God's almighty 
power in executing His purposes. 

The whole Old Testament regards the miraculous as a 
matter of course. No pious man ever doubts that when God 
wishes to give His servants special help, by standing by them, 
and punishing His enemies, the necessary occurrences must take 
place, be they ordinary or extraordinary. Nothing happens 
without a cause; everything depends on God, whose word 
never returns to Him void.^ By such signs Moses is sus- 
tained in his arduous task ; ^ according to the later narrative, 
they are constantly happening to Elijah and Elisha.^ In 
order to show Hia favour, God gives the barren a son.* He 
lets loose the plagues of heaven and of earth on the contem- 
poraries of Noah, on Sodom, and on Egypt. Contrary to all 
the ordinary conditions of existence. He sustains Israel in the 
wilderness. He proves by the destruction of the Korahites, 
by Miriam's leprosy, and by the death of Aaron's sons, His 
unassailable holiness in Israel.^ Man does not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. Is anything too wonderful for God?* Thus poetic 
expressions and idioms, occurring in the narrative, grow into 
pictures of historical events, be they never so contrary to 
experience.^ In the historical narrative, especially of the 

* AmoB iii 4 ff. ; B. J. Iv. 10 f. * Ex. iv. 2 ff. (C), vii S-xiv. (composite). 
> 1 Kings xviL-2 Kings vii * Gen. xxi. 1, xxt. lOff., etc. 

* Gen. vii., xviii, xix.; Ex. vii. 8 ff.; cf. Num^ xii, xvi.; Lev. x.; 1 Sam. v. 

* Gen. xviii 14 (B) ; Dent viii. 8 f. 

' How they arise from poetical expressions is seen with the utmost clearness 
in Josh, vi 5, x. 12 f. ; Ex. xvii 10 f. ; Judg. xv. 19. In this connection the 

VOU 11. N 
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Deateronomic writers, we find events recorded as occurring in 
the early ages which, according to our ideas, contradict in the 
strongest way possible the natural order of things.^ 

A miracle is not represented as something exclusively at 
the command of Jehovah. It is also within the power of 
other Elohim, because they too have power over nature, as 
higher beings with full freedom of action.* Hence Deuter- 
onomy declines to accept a miracle as a sufficient proof that 
a man is sent by God.' Nor does it ever occur to the 
narrators that the miraculous accounts they give are absol- 
utely incompatible with ordinary experience. For it often 
happens that these miracles, being comparatively natural, 
are similar to natural events that also occur elsewhere, as 
was long ago remarked in reference to the plagues in Egypt, 
the passage through the Bed Sea, the manna, the quails, 
and the springs of water.* The eye of the saint detects " a 
miracle" where the dull glance of the ordinary man sees 
nothing but commonplace occurrences. For him the working 
of God in the ordinary incidents of daily life is so astonishing 
as to become miraculous. We meet with this idea, in its 
most attractive form, in a number of somewhat late Psalms.^ 
Consequently the real peculiarity of a miracle is simply this, — 
that, at specified times, striking incidents, closely connected 
with moral ends, occur in the domain of Nature, at the word 
of God, or in answer to the prayer, or bidding of men sent by 
Him. Here the decisive element is the teleological — ^that is 
to say, the agreement of events in nature with those in the 

passage, Jndg. v. 20, is worthy of notice, " They fought from heaven ; the stars 
in their courses fought against Sisera," for in it the purely poetic colouring is 
still present, but, at the same time, the transition to a miraculous story, such 
as we find in Josh. x. 11 f., is clearly indicated. 

^ Josh. X. 10 ff., xxiv. 7 ; Num. xxii. 28. 

' Ex. vii. 11, 22, viii. 7, 18, ix. 11. (The magicians are probably thought of 
as working under the influence of their special £lohim.) 

• Deut. xiiL 1-8. 

• Ex. X. 18, 19, xiv. 21, xv. 26 ; Num. xi. 31, xx. 8. 

• Ps. xcri. 8, xcviii. 1, cvii 8, cxxvi. 3 ; cf. Ixvi. 8, cxxxix. 14. 
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sphere of morality. As a matter of course, the natural event 
must be of such a singular character as to awaken surprise, 
and produce the impression that God has been making free 
use of His omnipotence. But what is considered singular 
varies very much according to circumstances. The domain 
of miracle includes stories calculated to prove the absolute 
omnipotence of God — as, for instance, when God bestows 
beforehand a three-fold blessing on the Jubilee and the Sab- 
batical year, when manna gathered on the Sabbath proves 
uneatable, when at the prayer of Moses the plagues cease at 
a given hour, when the land of Goshen is not touched by the 
plagues that ravage all the rest of the country, when the sun 
stands still, etc., — as well as the simpler examples already 
mentioned where the teleological element alone points to the 
miraculous, and even significant names and symbols.^ 

A miracle is primarily in its outward form an unusual out- 
standing act,^ a mighty deed.' Its character is so outstanding 
as to take it completely out of the category of ordinary events. 
It gives the impression of being something awe-inspiring, some- 
thin'g terrible,^ because it reveals the Lord who ought to be 
feared. As an expression of GUxl's directly creative power, it is 
" a creation."^ But its chief use is to convince, to act as a sign® 
that the living God is in the midst of His people,^ as a pledge 
by which God, as the absolutely Supernatural, attests the com- 

1 Ex. Tiu. 4f., 18 f., 24 f., ix. 4f., 26, 28 f., x. 23, xi 7, xn. 18, 24 f.; Lev. 
xxy. 21 ; Josh. x. 12 f.; of. Isa. viii. 18. 

* nvhti, Ex. iiL 20, xxxiv. 10 ; Josh. iii. 5 ; Judg. vi. 18 ; Ps. Ixxi. 17, Ixxv. 
2, etc K^9 B. J. XXV. 1 ; Ex. xv. 11 (the verb, Gen. xviii. 14). The idea 
is that of being "singular." Similarly DBID, i^x. iv. 21, vii. 9, xL 10; 
Ps. cv. 5, ''distinguished." This term is generally combined with DIK 
(Ex. vii. 8 ; Ps. cxxxv. 9), and is sometimes weakened down to the meaning of 
the latter word. 

' nima, 2 Sam. viL 28 ; 2 Kings viiL 4 ; Ps. Ixxi. 19, cxxxvi. 4 ; Job v. 0, 

ix. 10. msnh hnyn, Joel ii. 21. 

* njn\3, Ex. xxxiv. 10 ; 2 Sam. vii. 28. 

* r{Hn2, Num. xvi. 80 ; cf. Ex. xxxiv. 10, 1jn33 |A nC^ m«i»3. 
' niK, €,g, Ex. iii 12, xii 18, xiiL 9 ; Judg. vL 17, etc., 86 fL 

^ Josh. iii. 10. 
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mission of His messengers, and confirms their words. Hence 
the miraculous is also specially connected with the holiness 
of 6od.^ In itself, it is true, every outward act may be a sign 
in which a spiritual one is symbolically represented and, as it 
were, authenticated. But, naturally, it is the more significant 
the more directly the act itself, as being an extraordinary and 
wonderful occurrence, produces on the spectators the impression 
that God Himself is acting. Hence, all through the Old 
Testament, the miraculous is quite openly accepted as a matter 
of coursa Still, it must also be said that, comparatively 
speaking, it is kept very much in the background. It is only 
in the post-exilic period that there is anything like a real 
passion for the miraculous. 

4. The most difficult side of this question is to understand 
the relation of the divine activity to personal beings conscious 
of their own actions. Piety demands such an emphasising of 
God's action as would logically take away man's freedom. 
Moral consciousness, on the other hand, demands a freedom 
which, looked at by itself, would exclude all divine co-operation 
and order. It may be impossible for philosophy to solve* this 
contradiction, based, as it is, on the inability of finite thought 
to comprehend a divine activity that works in a way unlike 
anything in the present world. But the Old Testament knows 
nothing of this dividing gulf — or, indeed, of this whole difficulty 
— as is invariably the case with simple faith. It holds fast to 
the moral claim. The emphasis it lays upon moral duty, and 
the prominence it gives to the responsibility which every one 
has for his own destiny, are clear enough proofs of this.^ The 
prayer of the pious is represented to be a power that influ- 
ences God, as simple faith will always maintain.^ A prophetic 
blessing, given to those in favour with God, is considered an 



* Ex. XV. 11 ; cf. Pa. IxxviL 14 f. 
> E,g. Gen. xvii. 2 ; Ex. xx. 2ff., 12, etc. 

» Gen. xTiii. 23, xxiv. 12 ff. (xx. 7, 17), xxr. 21 ; Ex. viii. 4flF., 24 ff., ix. 28, 
X. 17. 
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iDflaence that will bind destiny, bind it even in spite of a 
subsequent change of will on the pcurt of him who gave the 
blessing.^ Thus human piety feels the freedom and efficacy of 
human action, combined with a naive assurance of faith. The 
whole moral teaching of the prophets is based on the conviction 
that God holds every man responsible for freely determining 
whether he is to be saved or condemned.^ But with equal 
emphasis, and without the slightest feeling of any contradiction 
between the two views, the Old Testament insists that the 
sovereign will of God finds expression through the free will 
of His creatures, and that nothing which the free will of man 
ever does is thereby removed beyond the influence of the 
divine will. God is the potter and man the clay.' The most 
difficult of all problems in connection with this whole view, 
viz. how sin and evil can be reconciled with this power on 
the part of God, is not raised at all even in the later books. 
It is said not only that God made everything good,^ but that 
sin and evil come to man from God.^ 

The relation of God to human freedom is most simply ex- 
pressed in the words, " God is King " ® — that is, God directs 

* Cten. xxvii. 27, 88 ; Ex. xii. 82. 

'Pa. L; Isa. L 14 ff., y. 4-7; Job y. 6; Deut. xi. 26, xxx. 15, 19; Jer. 

XXL 8. 

' Jer. xyiiL 5 ff. ; Amos iii. 6 ; Lam. iii. 83 ; B. J. xly. 7, 9, Ixiy. 7 (Isa. xxix. 
16). The worda in B. J. xly. 7 can hardly refer to the dualism of Cyrus, of 
which the prophet can scarcely haye been aware. It does not say, '* In order 
that thou (CyruB) mayest know Me." The question is as to the temptation 
to see in the defeats sustained by Israel the iuflaenoe of other gods. In Ex. 
xxL 12 f., inyoluntary homicide is represented as '* an act of God.'* 

^ Gen. i. 81. 

' B. J. xly. 7 ; Amos iii. 6. Although Hoffmann thinks that n]n, and 1^ 

most be read here (alarm, nyi^n> side by side with HBIB^' ; cf. Ex. xxxii. 17), 
i.e. an alarm by a ** watchman " or prophet (since false prophets do not warn), 
still since nobody would eyer think of acknowledging that all eyil comes 
from Jehoyah, it appears to me that the context points directly to the fact 
that people must be on their guard before God, the Judge who may condemn. 
Whether Israel did not also, in patriarchal times, attribute ''eyil" toother gods 
than Jehovah, we cannot determine. But the doctrine of Amos is that eyery 
eyent in the history of the world is to be attributed to Jehoyah (L and ii.). 

* Flk xxix. 10. 
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by His orders even the manifold varieties of human develop- 
ment. In what unbelief regards as chance, faith sees an act 
of God.^ This conviction is most directly expressed in the 
doctrine of retribution. The everlasting moral will of God 
makes its influence on human destiny felt in this way — ^that 
every act of opposition to it brings its own punishment, every 
voluntary act in harmony with it its own encouragement and 
reward. In the older writings, this doctrine is taught with 
all the confidence of a religious axiom. In the life both of 
the people ^ and the individual,^ the relation to God is thought 
to determine the lot, so that man's free will is controlled by 
God's. Even in late ages this belief is often represented as 
axiomatic* 

We are carried further by the view that all human action, 
however it may be meant, must nevertheless tend to fulfil the 
counsels of God, especially for the benefit of the children of 
God's people. All the hostile acts of the world against the 
patriarchs of Israel turn into blessings.^ The whole history 
of Joseph proclaims the truth of what C puts into the mouth 
of God's favourite, " Ye meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good." ® The exposure of Moses and the risk he ran of 
perishiDg, his act of homicide and his flight, must all help 
forward the wonderful plans of God for this chosen servant 
of His.^ In like manner, the Egyptians themselves, whose 
hearts God touches, must see to it that God's people do 
not go forth without booty from the land of bondage.® All 

^ Ex. xxi. 13 ; Prov. xvi. 83. 

2 Ex. XX. 8 if. ; Ps. vii 17 ; Judg. ii. 14, 20, iii. 8, 12, iv. 2, ti. 1, x. 7, 17 ; 
cf. Ex. xxiii. 26 ff. 

« Ex. j. 20 f.; Prov. x. 9, 24 f., 28 f., xi 8, 21, xii. 8, xiii. 9, 21, 25, xiv. 11, 
19, XX. 20 f., xxi. 18, 21, xxii. 12. 

^Lev. xxvi.; Deat. xxviii.; Josh, xxiii. 15; Ps. i., y. 13, ix. 19, xxy. 13, 
xxxiv. 11, 20, xxxtL 13, xli. 2, Iv. 24, Ivii. 4, cxix. 165 ; Isa. iii. 10 ; Hos. 
xiv. 10 ; Jer. xvii. 5 ; Prov. i. 81, ii. 8, 21, iii. 1, 8, 10, 21, 82, iv. 4, 10, v. 21, 
vi. 15, X. 24, 28. 

* Gen. xxvi., xxx. 26-xxxi. 64, xxxii. 4flF., xxxv. 6. 

* Geu. 1. 20 (xiv. 5, 7, 8, 9). ' Ex. ii. 1 ff., 11 ff., 21. 

* Ex. iu. 21, xi. 2. 
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that Saul, in his hostility to David, can do, only serves to in- 
crease the power and influence of Israel's true king, whom 
Grod has chosen.^ In these and a hundred other instances 
the history of the Old Testament celebrates the God who 
laughs to scorn the haughty plans of the mighty ones of 
earth,^ the God from whom cometh victory and the disposing 
of the lot,^ who guides the hearts as well as the footsteps of 
men,* of whom it is said, "Man proposes, God disposes,"*^ and 
of whom the poet sings, " His eyes behold. His eyelids try the 
children of men, to put to shame all the wicked devices of 
His foes." ® This faith in the will of God, deciding the lot of 
man and overruling all his actions, meets us even in the latest 
ages in all the freshness and vividness of the earliest. The 
haughty might of Assyria is for God as an axe in the hand of 
the woodman ; and as soon as He has accomplished His work 
on Zion by the help of the Assyrians, they are thrown aside. 
The king of Babylon who said, " I will ascend into heaven, I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God," has to descend 
into Sheol. Asia's conquering monarchs, however little they 
may imagine it, are the servants of Jehovah, called by Him 
to chastise the people of God, or to liberate and exalt them.^ 
The prophet who means to shirk his duty is compelled by the 
sea, by stx)rm and miracle, to obey God's will.® " I know," 
says Jeremiah, "that the way of man is not in himself: it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps." ^ 

This conviction was the root of the confidence and hope, 
the humility and devotion, which form the chief characteristics 
of Old Testament piety. " Except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain." Unto God belong the treas- 

^ 1 Sam. ziz. ff. (zz. 15) ; cf. e,g. 2 Sam. zvL 10, xvii 14 ; 1 Kings zii 16. 
» Pa. ii 4. » Prov. xvi. 83, zzi. 31. 

* Prov. zvi 7, zz. 24, zzi. 1. * Prov. zvi. 9, ziz. 21. 

* Ps. zi. 4, 6. 

' Isa. z. 6, 15 f.; B. J. ziv. 13, zU. 2, 25, zliv. 21, zlv. 1 ; Jer. 1. 2flf., 9, 41, 
li. 11, 20 ff., 28. 
' Jonah i. 8 ff., iL 1, 11. 

* Jer. z. 23 ; cf. Job zzzviiL 12 ff., zl. 2ff. 
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ures of the world; unto Him, also, belongeth victory; He 
putteth down and lifteth up ; Canaan was won, not by Israel's 
sword, but by God's right hand, — so say the Scriptures, thus 
condemning all self-exaltation.^ In condemnation of despond- 
ency and the fear of man, they tell us that " (Jod carries out 
His plans in spite of everybody ; no power on earth can hinder 
Him.^ He appoints the times and destinies of men from of 
old ; ^ He causes both good and evil.^ His angel destroys the 
proud hosts of the enemy, and encamps roimd about those that 
fear Him.*^ Without Him nothing can happen ; He creates 
the workman who forges the sword, as well as the destroyer 
who wields it ; no evil can happen in the city without His 
permission." • Finally, in order to give courage and hope to 
the suffering saint, it is said, " The Stone which the builders 
rejected is become the Head of the Corner. This is the Lord's 
doing ; it is marvellous in our eyes.^ He that keepeth Israel 
neither slumbers nor sleeps; He giveth to His beloved in 
sleep.^ A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand 
at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.^ The 
tears of the saints are put into God's bottle." ^^ Thus the 
life-blood of Mohammedan piety, faith in God's providence, is 
quite as strong in the Old Testament, but it is even more 
vivid and has not yet degenerated into fatalism. 

Since everything turns out at last to be in accord with 
God's counsel, of course all history, and above all the history 
of salvation is traced back in a very special way to the direct 
action of God. It is from this point of view that we must 

^ ProY. zx. 24, xziz. 26 ; Hagg. ii. 8 ; Zech. x. 3 ; Ps. xliv. 4, 7, cxxrii. 1, 
Ixxv. 8. 

* P8. xxxiii. 10, 11, 16, Ix. IS, Ixii. 12, Ixxvii. 11, xciv. 11, cxriii. 6, 
cxlvi. 3. 

' Isa. xxii. 11 ; Ps. xxxi, 16. 

^ Isa. xxxi. 2 ; B. J. xlv. 7 ; Job xi. 10 ; Lam. iii. 38. 

^ Isa. xxxyii. ; Ps. xxxiv. 8. 

' Amos iii 6 ; B. J. liy. 16 ; cf. Hos. xiuL 12 ; Hab. i. 12 ; Ezek. xxxiiL 2. 

' Ps. cxviii. 22 f. * Pa. cxxi. 4, cxxvii. 2. * Ps. xcL 7. 

" Ps. IvL 8. 
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judge the way in which all the writers of the Pentateuch 
have done the work of narration. God calls Abraham^ 
leads, guides, and blesses him ; just as He chooses him, on 
the other hand, to be a source of blessing to his descendants.^ 
It is God who gives Jacob the skill to manage his business 
affairs, and increase his wealth.^ He not only sends Moses, 
but He specially communicates to him every particular of 
the campaign and every single commandment.^ In short, 
the whole history of salvation is the immediate "doing 
of God." We must also understand it in the same way, 
when God enjoins the carrying ofiT of the Egyptians' 
valuables, when He orders the extirpation of the Canaanites, 
and when He resolves to reveal His glory to Pharaoh 
by destroying him.^ All action of this kind, every 
ordinance which furthers the history of redemption, every 
combination of circumstances which makes it clearer than 
ever that the kingdom of God stands on a moral foundation, 
is represented as due to the direct action of God, who not 
merely permits it, but brings it about. At the approach of 
Israel, the nations are panic-stricken, because they discern 
the hand of the divine ruler of the universe who has des- 
tined this land for Israel^ Even the non- subjugation of 
Canaan is represented as pre-arranged " in order that Israel 
might learn war."^ In the same sense, the prophets 
proclaim that God protects His holy people, and carries 
them as an eagle carries its young; that the servants of 
God among this people destroy and plant, convert and 

» Gen. xii. 1 ff., xviii. 19 (B). » Gen. m. 28 ff. (B, C). 

' Ex. xiii 17. He does not lead Israel by the direct route, because of the 
strength of the Philistines ; cf. xiv. 1 ff., xxiii. 29 ; Nam. z. 1, xiy. 41, zzziii. 
2, 88 ; cf. Ley. i 1, It. 1, y. 14, tL 1, 19, viL 22, zriL 1, zx. 1, zxi. 1, zzii. 
17, 26 ; Knm. i 1, iL 1, iii. 1, 89, 51, iv. 87, 41, 45, 49, etc. 

« Ez. iz. 16, z. 1, zi. 9 ; Ley. zviu. 24 f. > Josh, ii 9. 

* Jndg. iiL 1. This whole conception comes ont with singnlar strength, €.g, 
in 2 Sam. zvi 10, 11, zyiL 14 ; 1 Sam. zzyi. 12, Gen. zzr. 23 f.; Judg. zir. 4. 
In aU these stories, what is snbjectiyely ezperienoed as painfol, indeed eren 
what cannot be sabjectively justified, is, when viewed objectively, woven into 
the series of God's "doings." 
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harden ; that they mark out beforehand the ways which the 
people are destined to taka It is an antidote for all human 
anxieties to hear words like, " Leave Me to care for My people, 
for the work of My hands/' ^ And although ancient Israel may 
probably have thought of Jehovah only as acting for and in 
His people, nevertheless the prophets know that God is not 
guiding Israel's destiny only, but that the history of foreign 
nations is also His work. The undertakings of Assyria and of 
Babylon are His achievements. As He brought Israel up out 
of Egypt, so He brought the Philistines from Caphtor, and 
the Assyrians from Kir. He gave the Syrians help through 
Naaman. And the prophecies of His messengers are directed 
against the other nations of the world as well as against 
Israel* Hence the whole history of the world, with all its 
great events, is the work of God« 

This influence of God, even upon the inner history of 
independent beings, is explained by the view which is 
characteristic of every part of the Old Testament alike, 
that the Spirit of God is the foundation and condition 
of all the spiritual life of man. The Spirit of God — that 
is, the conscious vital force peculiar to God, which, as 
proceeding from Him, is the power that engenders life, the 
principle both of creation and of preservation — is not 
merely the power of physical life which causes the animal 
continuance of beings possessed of soula It is, likewise, 
the power which sustains the personal life of man, and to 
which are due all supernatural developments in the spiritual 
life of humanity. It appears to the earlier ages, mainly, as the 
spirit of prophecy. Thus it rests on Moses, passes over from 
him almost in a material form to the elders,^ and, later on, 
it seizes upon Saul even against his will.^ But it is also, in 

^ K J. xlv. 10 ff.; cf. e,g. Hos. xiv. 6f.; Amos ix. 8 ; Isa. xxii. 11. 
* Amos ix. 7 ; Deut ii. 12, 22 ; Isa. v. 26 ff., vii. 20, viu. 7, ix. 11, x. 6ff. 
xxiiL 9 ; B. J. xlr. 1 ; 2 Kings y. 1. 
' Nam. xL 17-21 ; cf. Deat. xxxiv. 9. 
^ 1 Sam. X. 6, 9, 11, xi. 6, xix. 20. 
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a more general sense, the spirit of supramundane wisdom 
and understanding.^ As supernatural, holy enthusiasm, and 
heroic valour, it takes full possession of the Judges, and 
renders them capable of marvellous daring.^ It calls into 
exercise the wisdom of a true king, the gifts of a wise 
ruler.^ In short, the Spirit of God works as the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and of the 
fear of the Lord, no less readily than as the spirit of 
prophecy. The early ages represented its effects in strong 
and almost materialistic forms. Afterwards these appear in 
less striking forms of presentation. But, wherever any 
higher spiritual force and capacity, in no wise explicable as 
a created force, manifests itself in man, it is the Spirit 
of God that produces it.^ Even artists and poets, in their 
inexplicable technical skill, are "filled with the Spirit of 
God." ^ The arts of daily life, the discoveries of the human 
intellect, for instance, good and sensible methods of agricul- 
ture, come from God.® It is universally true that " there is 
a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty giveth him 
understanding."^ Intelligence must be got by prayer to 
God.^ And, above all, the mysterious impulses which enable 
a godly man to lead a life well -pleasing to God, are not 
regarded as a development of human environment, but are 
nothing else than " the Spirit of God, " which is also called, 

1 Gen. zli. S8 ; cf. 1 Kings y. 12, x. 24. 

' Nnm. xiy. 24 ; Judg. zL 29, ziii 25, ziv. 6, 19, zy. 14 ; cf. iii 10, yi. 84 ; 

1 Sam. z. 6, 10, zyi. 18 (^y n^ and trab). Specially instructive is the 
combination of sensoality and heroism in Samson, ** the Nazirite," to whom this 
Spirit of God is represented as being communicated, obviously not in a moral 
sense, but in a purely external way owing to his being a Nozirite. 

* 1 Sam. zi. 6 ; 1 Kings iiL 28. 

* Prov. yiii.; Job. zzviii. ; Isa. zi. 2 ; B. J. zliL 1. 

B 2 Sam. zzilL 2 ; cf. £z. zzviii. 8, zzzi. 8, 6, zzzv. 81, 85, zzzvi. 1 f. 

(n03n tTHy DwK m*l)« On the other hand, the more historical account in 
1 Kings vii. 14, says nothing of any special divine inspiration in the artificers 
employed on the temple of God. 

• Isa. zzviiL 26, 29 (rw K^DH). ' Job zzzii. 8. 

• (Ezek. zviii, 81 ; Hagg. i 12, 14) ; Ps. IL 12, 14, cziz. 78, 144, 169. 
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as being the Spirit peculiarly God's, — His Holy Spirit When 
God takes that away from a man, He thereby excludes him 
from the number of His servants.^ This whole conception 
shows us that religious revelation is far from being repre- 
sented in the Old Testament as a perfectly isolated and 
unintelligible phenomenon, like the communication of special 
secrets of knowledge ; and that it has, on the contrary, close 
and vital connection with all the other supernatural domains 
of spiritual life. The sages of Old Testament life, still subject 
to the influence of " the true God," are very far from holding 
the Levitical doctrine of inspiration. They regard inspira- 
tion as marvellous enthusiasm, as the filling of an individual 
with higher than ordinary power. 

Owing to this conviction, the Old Testament saints found 
no real difBculty in a question which in later times caused 
great searchings of heart. The Spirit of God which is given 
to a man for a definite purpose, and which is sometimes 
conceived to be just like an angelic being that seizes 
hold of a person in quite a naive materialistic fashion,' 
remains, of course, in the hand of God, and may be used 
by Him just as the moral conditions or the purposes of 
the kingdom of God demand. It is taken back again if 
the vessel prove unsuitable, and is transferred to others, 
just as the Spirit of God, being the spirit of life, also 
forsakes any form which can no longer sustain life.^ In 
this sense God is the Lord of the spirits of all flesh. 
Accordingly, the impairing and disordering of the spiritual 
life of man must also be ascribed to the will of God, who 
takes away His spirit Indeed, just as God may allow His 
spirit to work in a man so as to ennoble his spiritual life. 
He may also permit it to work so as to disorder and weaken 



1 Pa. li. 13. 

« 1 Kings xTiii. 12 ; Ezek. viiL 3, xi. 1, xHii. 6 (like **the hand of God," 
Isa. viii. 11 ; Ezek. iii. 14, 22). 
' Judg. xvi. 19 (later 1 Sam. xvi. 13 f.). 
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that life ^i^herever His righteousness or His purposes of 
salvation demand it. The Spirit of God is, in itself, only a 
wonderful power by which the life of man is regulated. It 
is of course a gracious Spirit, whenever it is conferred by 
way of a blessing.^ But in itself there is no direct moral 
element. It is the Spirit of God that first impels Samson 
to slay the Philistines, as it impelled him to rend the 
lion.^ Thus it is quite easy to believe that God, in order to 
punish, sends an evil spirit from the Lord, a false spirit.^ 
Thus David can imagine that God in His anger is stirring up 
Saul to persecute the innocent^ Hence it can be said that 
when Grod wishes to destroy, men ''do not hear," that is, 
are not able to hear;^ that God hardens by His prophets, 
in other words, produces an inward hardening against the 
truth, which must then lead to swift and certain ruin,^ so 
that He becomes, to His people, a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offenca God hardens by His words and acts, in 
order to effect the mysterious purposes of His wisdom. The 
deceived and the deceiver are His. Indeed, the people can 
pray, " Why dost Thou make us to err from TKy ways, and 
hardenest our heart from Thy fear V"' 

5. But, although this question presented no difSculty to 
the speculative in Israel, manifold complications necessarily 
arose even for this people out of the relations between 

1 Ps. cxHlL 10. 

' Jttdg. xi 29, ziii. 25, ziv. 6, 19, xy. 14. 

* Jndg. iz. 28; 1 Sam. zri ISff., xviii. 10, 12, xix. 9; 1 Kings xxii. 21 ; 
cf. 2 Sam. xxiv. 1 ; 1 Kings xii. 15. Certainly, in such cases, we generally have 
not the Spirit of Jehovah, bat a spirit from Jehovah or a spirit of Elohim, so 
that it is the divine influence rather than the connection of such a spirit with 
the covenant God of Israel that is emphasised. But the differenoe is not 
essential, and in 1 Sam. xix. 9, at least, our present text has 7\yi TT\iX> TTD- 

« 1 Sam. xxvi. 19. « 1 Sam. ii. 25. 

• Ex. vU. 8, xL 9 (cf. iv. 21, ix. 12, x. 1. 20, 27, xiv. 4, 8, 17 (pHH, Tt^pn) 
— most strongly in Ex. ix. 16 (C). Very frequently also in the prophetic period, 
cf. Deut. ii. 80 (where it happens for Israel's good). Isa. vi. 10, xix. 14, xxix. 
10 f.; cf. B. J. Ixiii. 10 f., Ixiv. 5. 

' Deut ii. 80, xxix. 8 ; Josh. xi. 20 ; Job xiL 16 (20-25), xvii 4 ; Isa. viii. 
14 ; Jcr. vi. 10 ; B. J. xliv. 18, Ixiii. 17. 
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human action and divine supremacy. At first, no doubt, 
in the fresh vigour of faith, these difficulties were over- 
looked. But they necessarily cropped up anew as soon as 
men began to think for themselves, and follow their religious 
principles to their logical conclusions. True, the fundamental 
question itself as to the relation of free will to divine suction 
is either not raised, or is left unsolved. But religious men are 
apt to stumble on particular occurrences, which force this 
question upon their attention in the form of a practical dilemma. 
Thus the wise in Israel begin to have doubts about religion, 
and then they make attempts to overcome those doubts. 

First of all, the moral sense was of necessity offended by 
the fact that a man's salvation or non-salvation depended 
on his belonging to a particular race. For this seemed to 
leave everything to fate, nothing to a man's own moral 
freedom ; and in the wanton ill-humour of despair the people 
could exclaim : ** The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge." The declaration itself could 
not, it is true, be denied. The destiny of an individual is con- 
nected by a thousand threads with the acts and the circum- 
stances of his forefathers.^ It is an absolutely undeniable 
fact ; and it is simply due to this, that an individual is not 
a personality all at once, but becomes so only gradually ; and 
that he cannot be regarded as existing for himself alone, but 
only as a member of an organism. It is undoubtedly a law 
of natural development that the sins of the fathers are visited 
on the children unto the third and the fourth generation. 
But the difficulty involved in this proposition is overcome by 
religious thought in the times of Israel's sorest distress, when 
it presses forward to the belief that this law is not the highest, 
not the determining one. The final decision as to whether 
a person is to be saved or lost, depends not on that natural 
law that each individual belongs to a particular race, but 
on the moral law that every personal being is able, in spite of 

^ Deut y. 9 ; Jer. zxxii. 18 ff. 



DOUBTS AND THEODICY. 207 

that natural law, to choose his own personal position. And 
just as human justice is forbidden by the prophetic law to 
punish a son for his father's crime,^ so the prophets since 
Jeremiah teach that the effect of ancestral guilt or merit is 
transferred by God to the son only when, by his own personal 
decision, that son identifies himself with this guilt or this 
merit — in other words, for every moral being there exists 
the possibility of overcoming, through the higher law of moral 
self-determination, the natural law of heredity. No longer 
shall the proverb hold good in Israel : '' The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the sons' teeth are set on edge;" 
for the son's soul belongs to God as much as the father's 
does. Every one shall die for his own iniquity.' 

In the second place, there must be a grievous temptation in 
the thought that the very God who by His prophets hardens 
the people has, after that hardening, to pronounce judgment 
upon them. Here, too, the doctrine of God's hardening 
influence is neither directly denied nor softened by superficial 
evasions, such as "permission" or mere ''foreknowledge." 
It is asserted with the utmost distinctness that God has 
the absolute right to do with His creature as He pleases, 
without being criticised by man. Nor does any one doubt 
that it is an effect intended by God, when, at a certain stage 
in sin, His revelation makes the heart harder. God's word 
can never return unto Him void. Where it is hindered from 
blessing, it must curse. Light must make weak eyes weaker ; 
nourishing food must aggravate the virulence of disease. 
This is a necessary moral ordinance, — ^in other words, one 
willed by God from eternity.* Thus every prophet who has 
to work in an age of incurable depravity must fulfil this 
ordinance, must by His word of truth make deaf ears deafer 
and blind eyes blinder. Hence God makes even the wicked 
for the day of evil, just as He makes everything for His own 

1 Dent zxiv. 16 ; 2 Kings xir. 6. * Jer. zzxi 29 f.; Ezek. zriii. 2ff. 
>l8a.Ti9ff. ; B. J. It. 11. 
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purposes.^ But^ from a moral standpoint, this fact may also 
be represented as the result of the people's already incurable 
moral obliquity, — in other words, as a well-merited judgment 
which God righteously inflicts upon His people. God sends 
His prophets. But the people " see not with their eyes nor 
hear with their ears."* Consequently their obduracy is 
already the beginning of condign chastisement With the 
upright God shows Himself upright ; but with the perverse 
He shows Himself perverse. Every one ought to murmur 
against his own sin, not against God.^ 

But there is a third difficulty which the best of the people 
must have found the most perplexing. If free will is no 
barrier to the accomplishment of God's will, if therefore 
whatever happens is the expression of His will, and He is 
just and good, then every event must be in harmony 
with the principles of morality; and whatever befalls an 
individual or a people must accord with their attitude to 
religion and morality. Hence objection could be raised 
to the very existence of evil, to the circumstance that God 
creates evil of which all get a share.^ Still the pious can, 
with comparative ease, get over this difficulty, partly by the 
thought that the arrangements of this world are incompre- 
hensible, and, partly by their sense of personal sinfulness, and 
the consciousness that even the best are not perfect. But 
what might with all the greater certainty be expected is surely 
this — that, taking this universality of human evil for granted, 
at least special and extraordinary misfortune should befall 
only those who have given special offence to God ; and that 
the pious, although liable to the ordinary ills of human exist- 
ence, should nevertheless be able to calculate on remaining 
unmolested and happy within the limits of average experience. 

^ Prov. xvi 4. 

> Ezek. zii. 2 ; ct also Ex. viL 13, 22, viil. 15, with yiii. 82 and iz. 34 
(1 Sam. yi. 6). 
» Ps. xvui. 26 ; Lam. iii. 39. 
« Amos iii 6 ; Micah i. 12 ; Lam. iiL 38 ; B. J. zlv. 7. 
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Such is in fact the theory on wliich the history of Israel 
is written. An exaggerated form of it is the view of the 
chronicler that the people's happiness or misery was unalter- 
ably determined by its attitude to the statutes and laws of 
the priestly Thorah. But when the lot of the people and 
its individual members was examined with a keener eye, and 
without false humility, this belief in its simple naive form 
could not pass uncontested The ungodly were seen to 
flourish and continue prosperous to the day of their death ; 
the best had to endure the most bitter affliction. A Josiah 
perished by the sword; a Jeremiah was crushed beneath a 
thousand woes ; and sorrow-stricken psalmists prayed in vaiu 
to be delivered from the injustice and oppression of the 
great At the very time Israel seemed most anxious to 
press toward the goal, when it might have almost felt itself 
righteous in regard to its God, it was trampled down all 
the more.^ In a word, evil appeared to come purely from a 
law of nature, absolutely irrespective of moral order. 

This observation necessarily met at first with a persistent 
denial from the really pious. Destiny must accord with 
righteousness. To the sufferer who maintains he is innocent, 
his friends exclaim : 

" Shall the earth be made desolate for thee, 
Or shaU the rock be removed ont of its place ? " ' 



Misery must be due to guilt,- 



" For affliction cometh not forth of the dast, 
Neither doth trouble spring out of the ground ; 
But nuin is bom unto trouble, 
As the sons of flame fly upward." ' 

And when it is impossible to deny the contradiction between 

^ Jer. zii. 1 ff. ; Job zxL 7-end ; Ps. xxii. 2f., IzziiL 2 ; cf. zlir. 18, 21. In 
Habakkuk, too, we find this feeling very strongly expressed. 
^ Job xviii. 4. ' Job v, 6. 

VOL. XL O 
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destiny and moral worth, the difficulty is solved by hope. 
Thus it is the constantly recurring thought of Job's friends 
that his suffering, if he only continue upright, will quickly 
give place to great happiness, and that all the apparent 
happiness of the wicked must come to a terrible end.^ In 
like manner the thought re-echoes from many passages in the 
Psalms and the Prophets, that the present contradiction of 
the law of moral retribution is only apparent apd transient 
The true Israel will rise again in new glory and blessedness. 
The wicked, seemingly so happy, will be overtaken by sudden 
misfortune, and sink into Sheol like cattle. The suffering 
saints will be rescued and crowned with victory ; in glory 
and joy they will witness the overthrow of the wicked.* 
Thus in all the confidence and assurance of faith the old 
declaration is reasserted : 

** I have been young, and now am old ; 
Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
Nor his seed begging bread. " ' 

And in answer to the complaints and murmuriugs as to the 
misery imposed by God it is said, in tones of earnest rebuke, 
" Wherefore doth a living man complain ? Let each mourn 
over his own sins." " How dare the clay contend with the 
potter, — a potsherd among potsherds of earth ! " * 

But such an answer cannot be decisive. It is only after 
a great struggle that even Jeremiah can retain his belief in 
it* Hope could only have been regarded as a true solution 
of this diflBculty, and one not contradicted by experience, had 
the doctrine of a future and eternal retribution, equally 
certain to happen to all, been taught with perfect clearness ; 

1 Job V. 3, 18-27, viu. 4. 13 ff., 20, iv. 8flf., xi. 20, xv. 20 ff., xviU. 5flf., xx. 
4-end (xxxiv. 11, xxxvi. 5). Imitated ironically xxiv. 18 ff., xxvii. ^3 if. 

« Habak. i. 2tf., 13, iii. 13 ; Ps. xxii. 23 ff., xlii. 6, 12, xUii. 6, xlix. 6, 15, 
17 ff., xxxvii. 9, 29, Ixiv. 8ff., Ixix. 31 f., 1. 21, Ixxiii. 17-21, Ixxv. 9, xci. 8, 
xeiv. 23, xeii. 8, 10, 13, cxii., cxxviii., cxl. 9ff., cxlv. 18ff. 

' Ps. xxxvii. 25. "* Lam. iii. 39 ; Isa. xxix. 16 ; B. J. xlv. 9, 11. 

• Jer. xii. 1 ff. 
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and not merely taught, but accepted by the godly as the 
innermost conviction of their souls. But since that was 
certainly not the case, as we shall show later on ; since the 
thought of future retribution sprang up only hei'e and there, 
and more in the form of passionately excited feeling than of 
clear conviction, and that, too, only at a very late stage, the 
stern reality had soon to laugh to scorn the consolation for 
the contradictions of the present, which simple piety wished 
to find in hope. A people may rise again into new pro- 
sperity. But what compensation has an individual who has 
perished in misery ? The prosperity of one's descendants may 
balance the injustice of one's own lot But what good does 
that do to the dead ? ^ The sudden ruin of a wicked people 
may balance its former undeserved happiness. But when a 
wealthy wicked man, after a life of uninterrupted prosperity, 
dies quietly in a good old age, and goes down to Sheol, the 
house appointed for all living, what punishment befalls him ? 
It is from realising this truth in its bitter nakedness, 
and maintaining it firmly against all foolish suggestions, 
that the suffering undergone was only insignificant and 
transient, that the book of Job gets its chief importance. 
This patient sufferer knows from experience how false, and 
even liow fatal, the conviction may in individual cases be, 
that a man's lot is proof of his moral worth. In bitter irony 
he follows out the wise applications of the dictum : 

** In the thought of him who is at ease 
There is contempt for misfortune ; 
It is ready for them whose foot slippeth. . . . 
Upright men shall be astonied at this, 
And the innocent shall stir himself up against the godless. 
Yet shall the righteous hold on his way, 
And he that hath clean hands shaU wax stronger nnd stronger.*' ' 



* Job XXL 19-21. 

' Job xii 5, xviL 8 f. The problem in all iti harshness, €.g. ix. 22, iii 20, 
X. 3, 18. vi 2flf., xvi 11, 17, xviL 2, xix. 6-23, xxL 7-end, xiii. 10 ff., xxiv. 
23 ff., xxviL 2. 
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The trial of Job turns just on this, that God wishes to test 
the strength of the sufferer's faith, and see whether he is 
able still to retain his belief in the righteousness of God 
when he is no longer conscious of any material sign thereof ; 
and Satan hopes by this affliction to make Job doubt God, 
and turn him into an unbeliever. Now in this book the 
problem is solved by action. Job continues faithful, after 
having struggled through all the sloughs of temptation. And 
God does His injured servant full justice by crowning his 
patience, and giving him abundant compensation. But the 
real difficulty is not touched. The one-sided idea that 
suffering is penal is not overcome, either by a cleat view of 
future reward, or by an acknowledgment of a higher suffering 
on the part of the innocent, which the counsel of God alone 
can explain. At the most, the value of suffering as a test 
is brought prominently forward. The main thing for the 
poet is that, in view of the divine wisdom, manifested in the 
problems of nature, Job has to acknowledge that it would be 
foolish presumption, were he to insist on measuring God's 
ways and acts by the standard of his own human thought. 

Nevertheless the thoughts that really solve the problem 
are already found in the Old Testament. The book of Job 
itself had at least made it permanently clear that severe 
sufferings are not always to be regarded as the messengers of 
divine wrath, but may also be a test of God's favour, the 
object of which is salvation, not destruction ; and that there- 
fore the righteousness of God is not to be judged by every 
passing circumstance. But the speeches of Elihu, which 
form an appendix to the book, insist, with great distinct- 
ness, that such suffering is to be understood as a discipline 
intended to save from pride and presumption, which might 
otherwise lead to destruction. He remembers the visions 
and dreams by which the patient sufferer is instructed, and 
he works up a picture of successful discipline, much the 
same as that which the chronicler in his narrative gives 



• ^k^^ -i-^m 
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of Manasseh's misery and conversion.^ And in the Prophets, 
Psalms, and Proverbs, we constantly meet with the idea of a 
discipline which saves from the day of misfortune, and which 
it is a blessing to undergo.' 

We are then carried further by the hope which, after the 
Exile, grows stronger and stronger, of an actual victory over 
death even for the individual, a hope which affords an easy 
and happy solution of all the enigmas of this life. But the 
thought that goes furthest is that of a suffering, the worth 
of which is absolute, — a suffering which, according to the 
secret counsel of divine love, the best endure in order to 
accomplish the gracious purposes of God, — a substitutionary 
suffering in which they offer themselves as a sacrifice to 
blot out the sins of their people, and make possible for the 
world a higher salvation. By the thought of such a suffer- 
ing all those doubts are solved which could not but be 
started by the suffering of the innocent.^ 

Of scepticism proper, scepticism as to the actual existence 
of an enduring moral good and of a supernatural world, the 
prophetic period knew nothing. Occasionally, indeed, the 
words used in the book of Job to describe the soul's bitterest 
struggles, point towards this abyss; but Job himself never 
comes near it So long as the spirit of the old religion was 
still alive in full prophetic strength and vigour, its adherents, 
that is, all who did not turn away from it in materialistic 
unbelief, could not possibly indulge in any such general 
scepticism regarding religion.^ It is only in Ecclesiastes 
that the scepticism of the latest Old Testament period takes 
up this ground. 

^ Job xxxiii. l.'U'iQ, xxxvi. 8 if. (2 Chron. xxxiiL 11 ff.). 

' Dent viii. 2 (the sufferings of the wilderness jonniey as a means of discip- 
line) ; Hos. ii. 8ff., 11 ff., V. 2; Jer. xxxr. 13; B. J. xxvii. 8; Ps. IzyL 10, 
xciv. 12 ; LanoL iiL 27-80 (1D1D n^3in). 

» B. J. liii. 

* Such dontit appears to the believer ''brutalising*' (Ps. Ixxiii. 22). 
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CHAPTER XL 



THE ANGELS. 



Literature. — Grambei^g, " Gnindziige einer Engellehre des 
Alten Testamentes (Wvier wissenachaftL Zeitachr. ii. 157 ff.). 
W. H. Kosters (TheoL Tijdschr. ix. 1875) " De Mal'ach Jahve 
(x. 1876, 34 ff., 113 ff.) het onstan en de ontwickkeling der 
angelologie onder Israel (xiii. 1879, 445 ff.) de Cherubim.'' 
A, Kohut, Ueber die jildische Avgelologic und Ddmonologie in 
ihrer AhhoLngigkeit voni Parsismus. Ch. F. Trip, Die Theo- 
phanien in den GeschicfUsbiichem des Alien Testamentes. Leiden 
1858. Ode, Coinmentarius de angeliSy 1739. Steinwerder, 
Christus Devs in Vet Test lib7*is historicis. Schelling, Ges. 
JVerke, Abtb. ii. Bd. iv. 128 f. Hengstenberg, I.e., Chr. G. 
Barth, Der Engel des Bundes, Ein Beitrag zur Christologie. 
Leipz. 1845. Spencer, /.c, 1084-1188. ZuUig, Der Chefnt- 
himwagen. Heidelb. 1832. Lammert, "Die Cherubim der 
heiligen Schrift" {Jahrhb.f. deutsehe Theol 1867, 4, 589 ff.). 
Kiehm, De natura et notione syrnbolica Cheruhorum, Bas. 
et Lugd. 1864) "Die Cherubim in der Stiftshtitte und im 
Tempel" {Stud. u. KrU. 1874, 3, 399 ff.). Bahr, lc.,l 312 f. 
Kamphausen (Si^wd. u. Krit 1864, 4, 712 ff.). Kahnis, jDe 
Angela Domini dicUribe, Lips. 1858, 4. Steudel, Veterisne 
Testamenti libris insit notio Tnanifesti ah occulta distinguendi 
numinis, Tub. 1838. 

1. As far back as we can look in the Old Testament, we 
meet with the idea of superhuman beings, who stand to God 
in a relation of kinship, but are inferior to Him in power. 
Indeed, this idea is everywhere regarded as so self-evident 
that it does not require to be in any way insisted on 
in teaching. Sacred legend, as given in B and C, is fond of 
introducing the angel of God, wherever there is any question 
of special displays of divine power or providence. Frag- 
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inents like Gen. vi. 1-3, songs like Ps. xxix., ancient stories 
like Ex. xxiii. 20, speak of Elohim and sons of Elohim; 
and angels are constantly appearing in the history of Moses 
and Joshua, and all through the earliest legends about 
the Judges.^ Thus, such beings are everywhere taken for 
granted as objects of popular faith. As to the original 
character of a popular view so ancient as this, we cannot, 
of course, do more than form an opinion that approximates to 
probability. But when we examine the oldest passages in 
which such angelic beings are mentioned, the conviction is 
forced upon us that two quite distinct views regarding them 
have been combined. On the one hand, we meet with beings 
which, along with the covenant God of Israel, are represented 
as Elohim, mighty beings of the same class as He is, quite 
above the natural and moral laws that govern material beings. 
It is reasonable to suppose that these represent the gods of 
the old Semitic religion, who have shrivelled up into subor- 
dinate heavenly beings. On the other hand, we find in the 
Malach Jahve a living revelation and manifestation of this 
covenant God Himself, as if it were a mere question of one 
form of His activity. These two views must be separately 
considered. 

2. The Elohim, of whom the oldest writings of the Old 
Testament speak, when they mean to indicate neither the 
God of Israel nor expressly mentioned gods of other peoples, 
are evidently personal spiritual beings, possessed of great 
power, and contrasted with material beings, subject to the 
laws of Nature. Of such Elohim God speaks when He says, 
"Behold the man is become as one of us, to know good 
and eviL"^ It is to them that the popular phrase refers 
which describes oil and wine as gifts, which cheer both 
gods and men.' In Fsalms Iviii. and Ixxxii., unless these 

» Ntun. XX. 16 ; Josh. v. 18 ; of. Judg. vi. 11 if., xiii. 8 ff. * G«n. iii. 22. 

'Jndg. ix. 8-15. Kosten would refer this directly to laorificial offerings 

acceptable to the Elohim, and hence he exphins that the same expression is 
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songs means to speak of men in a highly poetical fashion, they 
are represented as "an assembly of gods," in which, with 
words of censure and reprimand, God appe«ars as king, to call 
them to account for having superintended, in an unjust and 
careless manner, the destinies of the peoples entrusted to their 
care. They are more accurately described as " sons of God," ^ 
not, indeed, in the physicid sense " begotten of God," or even 
in the moral sense, ** inwardly akin to Him through piety and 
goodness," but as " individual beings who belong to the same 
class, of which the full and highest development is God Him- 
self." * Consequently, in the poetic diction of the pre-exilic 
age, and later, they are represented as "God's holy ones,"' 
His heroes. His army,* His myriads.* They fill His heavenly 
palace,® assemble before His throne to do obeisance to Him, 
and give an account of their stewardship.^ On the other 
hand, they are not bound by the laws of morality, and they 
interfere in a very high-handed manner with human affairs.^ 

From the way in which these Elohim are spoken of, it can 
scarcely be doubted that they are the nature-spirits of the 
old Semitic • heathenism. The divine beings which were 
thought of as near the Most High God and in attendance on 
Him, which were represented as not in themselves subject to 
the moral law, nor absolutely dependent on Jehovah, did not 
of course disappear from the popular imagination as religion 
became purer. But they ceased to be of importance in religion 

not OAed of the fig, which is not employed as an offering. Bat even oil is not 
offered by itself as an article of sacrifice. It is much more natural to think of 
articles of food actually enjoyed by the Elohim, as the realism of antiquity had 
certainly no difficulty in doing. This view is supported also by Ps. Ixxviii. 25, 
where manna, the bread of heaven, is described as *' the food of the mighty," 
t.e. not as an offering, but as the food of the heavenly beings (cf. Zech. xii. 8). 

' D^ni)Kn-^33 and D^i)K-^33. 

^ Cf. in general the meaning of p in the Hebrew language (son of the dawn, 
son of the bow, etc. ). 
^ Deut. xxxiii. 2 ; Zech. xiv. 5 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 8. 

* Ps. ciii. 20 ff. ; 1 Kings xxii. 19. * Deut xxxiii. 2. 

• Ps. xxix. 1, 9, Ixxxix. Off. ' Job i. 6, ii. 1 (Ps. Iviii., Ixxxii.). 
« Gen. vi. 1-8. 
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itself/ and to claim either reverence or adoration. It was 
quite natural that the conception of such beings should develop 
as easily in the direction of opposing God as in that of serving 
Jehovah. The fi rst case i ;; drnlt Trilib in tliii]i ^[JT Here we are 
concerned only with the second. We need not, with Eosters, 
think primarily of the gods of other peoples. That is only a 
later development of the thought. It was rather a question 
as to the divine beings which had formerly been worshipped 
by the Hebrew people itself. And it may well have been the 
case that, even in primitive days, these beings were identified 
with the stars, which as living powers rule over the earth in 
wonderful majesty and order.^ These " sons of the gods " are 
in themselves of no importance for the religion or morality of 
Israel. God is greater than they ; indeed, in comparison with 
Him,* they become more and more mere nonentities. At the 
most, the fact of a heathen world was explained by a later age 
as due to Jehovah having given these beings, — the host of 
heaven, — charge over the nations of the world while He 
reserved Israel for Himself.* Otherwise they are thought of 
as God's retinue. They perfect the impression of His glory, 
increase His splendour as heroes and men of might, and make 
His warlike prowess manifest. That they must finally become 
His servants and messengers is self-evident. But that the 
Elohim and the Malachim are exactly the same is nowhere 
stated in the Old Testament.^ And in passages like Gen. vi., 
the old sensuous character of these beings, who are indifferent 

^ Job zxxviii. 7 ; B. J. xIt. 12 ; cf. Job xxy. 2, xxxviii. 31. 

' Ex. XV. 11, xviii 11 ; cf. Pa. Ixxvii. 14, IxxxtL 8, xcvi. 4, 5, xovii. 7, 9. 
eat. iv. 19, xxix. 25, xxxii. 8, 9. With this is connected the arraign- 
ment of the gods in Ps. Iviii. and IxxxiL, and of the host of heaven in B. J. 
xxiv. 21 ; cf. xiv. 12. The way in which Hebrew poetry speaks of Leviathan, 
the fleeing serpent, *' the fool," etc., points to an old mythological notion, 
to the battles of the Deity with hostile powers of nature. (Ezek. xxix. 3, 
xxxiL 2, 3 ; Ps. Ixxiv. 13 ; B. J. xiii 10, xxvii. 1 ; Jer. li. 34 ; Job iii. 8, ix. 9, 
xxvi. 18, xxxviii. 81 ; Amos v. 8). 

^ Indirectly, perhaps, since the expression used in Gen. iii. and Ps. viii. of 
the Elohim is applied to the ** Malach Jahve *' (1 Sam. xxix. 9 ; 2 Sam. xiv. 
17, 20, xix. 38). 
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to moral goodness, has such prominence given to it that we 
cannot wonder that their transformation into "angels" was 
not effected without leaving a residuum, which necessarily 
gave rise to the thought of impious but powerful beings who 
rebelled against the ordinances and the purposes of God. 

3. The angelologj of Judaism is more directly connected 
with the conception of the " Malach Jahve." It has recently 
been asserted that where the word Malach occurs before the 
Exile, it invariably means a terrestrial manifestation of God 
Himself, which, as a form of manifestation or revelation is, of 
course, to be distinguished from Jehovah as the king of Heaven, 
who sends it.^ This must unquestionably be described as en 
exaggeration of an idea that is so far correct. An examina- 
tion of Genesis, chaps, xviii., xix., and xxviii., is sufficient to 
confute it For that the three figures which Abraham sees 
do not represent the One Jehovah is evident from the fact 
that two of them go on to Sodom, while the third, the proper 
manifestation of Jehovah — who does not wish to mix Himself 
up with the sin and shame of Sodom — remains behind with 
Abraham, and thereafter sends the judgment down from 
Heaven. And the Malachim which, according to C, Jacob 
sees ascending and descending on the ladder that reaches to 
Heaven, are not identical with Jehovah who, according to B, 
becomes visible to the sleeper in his dream, but are simply 
the servants of God, who inhabit His palace and carry out 
His behests on the earth. Hence, even the early legends of 
Israel know of Malachim, who are not a manifestation of 
Jehovah Himself, but are simply servants that do His com- 
mandments.^ But this does not lessen the accuracy of the 

^ Rosters ; Wellliaasen, Oeach, Isr, i. 855, is right in recognising that in 
G, Malachim, in the plural, are in the retinue of Jehovah and his means of 
communication with the earth (Gen. xxviii., xxxii.). 

' The arhitrary character of Kosters' hypothesis is made specially clear by 
passages like Josh. v. 13 ff., mn^ K3V ; or 2 Sam. xiv. 17, xix. 28 ; 1 Sam. 
xxix. 9. On the other hand, the remark is true that the more transcen- 
dental the conception of God becomes, the more shadowy does the whole 
conception of **the angel of God" become, the idea of nuM-e "servants" or 



MALACH JAHVE. 219 

observation that early legend often speaks of the Malach 
Jahve in such a way that his appearance and speech are 
equivalent to an appearance and speech of Jehovah. These 
passages, moreover, give one the impression that this is the 
original view. It is, indeed, so marked a characteristic that 
a considerable portion of the early Church saw in this angel 
of God the personal Logos Himself — i.e. the self-revealing God 
who here presents us with a type of ** the Incarnation." And 
this view, in which there is undeniably an element of truth, 
has been in modern times defended, with more or less skill, by 
Schelling, Barth^ Kahnis, Steinwender, Hengstenberg, and Stier. 
In order not to miss the real import of this ancient view, 
we shall, in the first instance, set aside all the passages in 
which it is either probable or possible that a Malach Jahve 
is spoken of who is expressly distinguished from a revelation 
of God, and is conceived of merely as the bearer of a single 
commission, or of a special divine communication. This 
applies not merely to such passages as 1 Kings xix. 5, 7, 
2 Kings i. 15, where the angel of God is clearly distin- 
guished from the subsequent manifestation of God; or 
2 Sam. xxiv. 15 ff., 2 Kings xix. 35, 1 Chron. xxi. 15 9*., 
where the angel of the plague is nothing but a servant of God ; 
or Ps. xxxiv. 8, xxxv. 5, 6, Gen. xxiv. 7, Mai. iii. 1, where 
the singular is purely accidental, as is shown by comparison of 
Ps. xci. 11, Gen. xxviiL 12, xxxii. 2, and where the wholi^ 
emphasis lies on the service done to the pious ; or 1 Sam. 
xxix. 9, 2 Sam. xiv. 17, 20, xix. 28, where the popular 
proverbs evidently mean to indicate a class of beings which 
are indeed higher than man, but not identical with God.^ 
But even passages are to be passed over, such as those in the 
account of the Exodus by B and C, where the Malach Jahve 

*'me88engen" taking its place. This reaches a climax in Mohammedanism, 
where even the Holy Spirit becomes "an Angel." 

^ In snch passages, where there is no reference to an earthly manifestation 
of God, what would be the meaning of the addition "Malach," if ono 
merely meant to say * * wise and gracious as God " ! 



220 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGT. 

» 

is probably spoken of in the fuller sense of the word. For 
an angel in whom "God's name is"^ and whose holy wrath 
must punish the sins of the people, is, of course, in a certain 
sense, one with God ; and when, in B, " the face of God " 
goes before Israel' as a sign that God is reconciled, the 
meaning undoubtedly is that God Himself has returned to His 
people and is present among them.' And when Zechariah ^ 
and Deutero-Isaiah,*^ allude to these narratives, they rightly 
make God and His angel stand in parallelism with one 
another. But even here expressions — such as Ex. xxiii. 20, 
23, xxxiii. 2 f., Num. xx. 16 — make the matter doubtful, at 
least for C ; and it might be enough to think of an ambassador 
of God who, as the representative of his heavenly King, 
is clothed with His authority. In the same way Zech. 
iii. 1 flf., where the angel of God might be regarded as iden- 
tical with the self-revealing God, is rendered uncertain by 
i. 12. We confine ourselves, therefore, to the undisputed 
passages, which all belong to the ancient kernel of the book of 
Judges, and to sacred legend as given by B and C, and are con- 
sequently part of the original elements of Israel's national faith. 
In all these passages, where it is stated that the angel of 
God appeared and spoke, it is also assumed, without further 
explanation, that the personal covenant God Himself appeared 
and spoke.* The angel of God appears in human form. He 
also speaks of Jehovah as of a third person — a person distinct 
from himself. He is, no doubt, clearly distinguished from 



^ mp3, Er. xxiii. 20 f. (C). 

3 ^3D, Ex. xxxiii. 14 (B), (xxxu. 84) ; cf. Deut. iv. 37. This "face" is the 
holy presence of God Himself (Ex. xxxiii. 20). The Phoenicians and the Baby- 
lonians conceived of " the face " and ** the name '* of the Deity as just a new 
female form of divine manifestation. For the meaning of "the face of God*' 
as His self-revealing presence, cf. Num. vi. 25, Ps. xxL 7, cxxxix. 7, etc. 

' Expressly so in Ex. xxxiv. 9. ^ Zech. xii. 8. 

" B. J. Ixiii. 9 : *'In all their atfliction He was afiSicted, and the angel of 
His presence saved them." 

• So Gen. xvi. 7ff., xxi. 17, xxii 11, 14, 15, xxxi. 11, 13 ; Ex. iii. 2fr.; 
Judg. ii. 1, 4, vi. 11-24, xiii. 3-22. 
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Jehovah.* But those who see him fear they must die, are con- 
scious that thej have seen God Himself, and mark the spots 
where these manifestations took place, as places where God 
made Himself manifest. Jacob speaks of the Malach Jahve 
who accompanied him and shielded him all through life,^ while 
the narrative itself knows only of God's personal intercourse 
with him. The Song of Deborah makes " the angel of God " 
pronounce a curse upon Meroz,^ while the curse itself is called 
a- " word from God." And the Elohim with whom, according 
to Genesis, Jacob wrestled, is called by Hosea the Malach.^ 

The simplest explanation of this fact is evidently this, 
that Malach Jahve just denotes a theophany, or, as Hitzig 
expresses it, " God, working at a concrete spot, and at a 
definite point of time, is called the angel of God."^ It 
is further pointed out that Malach originally means not 
** messenger," but " message," " commission." Naturally, even 
in this explanation, a distinction must be drawn between 
God who is the subject of this manifestation, and in relation 
to it, always remains " the Heavenly One," and the form of 
manifestation in which His "name," His "countenance," or 
His " glory " dwells, as in the Temple, the pillar of fire, and 
the burning bush. But this manifested form is never 
thought of as a heavenly being used by God for this pur- 
pose, but as an earthly, movable, changeable figure, which 
has no independent significance of any kind. 

I do not mean to deny the high degree of probability 
which this view possesses. It is in fact undeniable that the 
form in which God thus appears is, as form, a matter of pure 
indifference to the narrator, that absolutely no emphasis is 
laid on the special personality of the angel, but that every- 
thing depends on God who is thus revealing Himself. Still 
I cannot convince myself that the view itself is correct The 

1 Gen. xvi. 5, 9ff. ; Num. zxiL 22 ff. 

» Gen. ilviiL 16. • Judg. v. 28. 

« Hos. xu. 6 (cf. Zech. xii. 8). 

^ So Vatke, de Wette, Beuss, Bertheaii, WcUhauaen, Kosters, etc. 
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very word is sufficieut to prevent this. I do not indeed 
doubt that the abstract meaning of it is the fundamental 
one. But the verb denotes *' a sending, a doing of service." 
For a person employed by God in His service, this is 
undoubtedly a most appropriate term. But how should the 
fact that God Himself becomes visible and shows Himself 
in action be described as " a sending of God," and not as 
a " manifestation " or a " working of God." Hence, unless 
one resolves with Kosters to consider, as theophanies, all 
pre-exilic passages that speak of a Malach, it appears to me 
inconceivable that in contemporary writers, and indeed in 
the same documents, the old Hebrew language should have 
used one and the same word to describe a theophany and 
a supramundane person distinct from God. And it is 
certainly a most artificial theory of Kosters that the very 
Malach Jahve, who was originally meant to explain how 
Jehovah could become visible without destroying the person 
who saw Him, should himself become a being who is 
invisible to men, or a sight of whom yils them.^ For 
in that case we must assume a radical change in the 
original purpose, while both views occur in writings which, 
like B, C, and the main document in the book of Judges, do 
not in any way indicate different phases of Israel's religious 
development. Hence it seems to me necessary to put the 
term into a wider category. Wherever God wishes to reveal 
Himself, He requires a self-revealing form, which men can 
comprehend and endure. Where He wishes merely to give 
an impression of His presence, sacred symbols or natural 
phenomena through which His glory shines are sufficient.^ 
But when He wishes to communicate His will for the pur- 
pose of making men conscious of it. He requires the revealing 
form to be a person who thinks and speaks. He reveals 
Himself through " angels." Now, just as the single spiritual 

^ As Oen. xvi. 13 ; Nam. xxii. 31 ; Judg. vi. 22, xiii. 22. 
* 1 Kings xxii. 
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acts of God are conceived of as spirits/ while the whole 
working of God is represented as His Spirit, in like manner, 
while the various sides of the divine will find expression 
through angels, the " angel of God " is he in whom 
God makes known to man, for special ends, His whole being 
and will The form of manifestation here also is a personal 
being, who is not God. But what this being is, is of absoluitely 
no consequence. Whether he has a special personal conscious- 
ness and will, or whether he has a definite rank or a special 
name, are matters of no importance to those who receive the 
revelation. For them he is merely a form of divine revelation ; 
his words are God's words ; to look on him is to look on God. 

Hence this angel of God is of great importance, not indeed 
for " the inner life of God," but certainly for His revelation. 
While in the Asiatic religions of nature the revealed form of 
the deity develops into a new and distinct deity ,^ in the 
religion of the Old Testament, God, although revealed, remains 
unique. Nevertheless his revelation becomes an actual and 
real entrance of God into the world of phenomena. The revela- 
tion, which the creature receives and which it is capable of 
understanding and bearing, is really a revelation of God 
Himself. Yet the God who effects it still remains the God 
who hides Himself and on whom the creature cannot look. 
Thus there is undoubtedly in the angel of God something of 
that which Christian theology means to express by the 
doctrine of the Logos. Only the self-revealing life of God 
is not yet human, nor does it yet exist as a permanent per- 
sonal life. 

4. The idea of God being revealed in His angel or angels, 



^ Shechina, Bath-Qol, Kebod>Jahve. 

' The Taaoit as Pen-Baal, the Aatarte as Shem-Baal. AVe may aho 
remind the reader of Baal-Melkarth. Cf. Ps. cxxxi^ 7. The Spirit and Face 
of God (Schlottmann, Die Iiuchrift dn E^tehmunaiar, pp. 75, 142. Fr. Lenor- 
mant, La Uffemie de Semiramis, mimairt prdsenU d la cku»e dee Uttres de 
*A€ademief Jan. 8, 1872). (But cf., ou tiie other hand, Dillmann, Comment, 
z. Gen. p. 470.) 
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I combiaed with a belief in beings of superhuman power but 
subject to Jehovah, furnishes the material out of which 
angelology, especially after EzekieUs time, takes definite form. 
Its religious significance is, of course, exclusively due to its 
giving visibility to the working of God in Providence. The 
angels reveal the will of God for the present and the future, 
give His servants their life-work, deliver the pious, and 
execute the divine judgments. The earlier ages, indeed, are 
very far from seeing in them mere allegories of divine provi- 
dence or of the forces of nature. Still their own personality 
as distinct frbni the will of God, whose' agents they are, is a 
matter of absolute indifference. They stand round about God 
and serve Him, celebrate His praises, execute His commands, 
and accompany Him as His troops Of attendant horsemen.^ 

For the earlier prophecy, angels are not a condition of 
revelation. As bearers of God's spirit and word, the prophets 
are directly inspired by God. The angels are merely the inter- 
mediaries of God's action. His manifestation, so that they 
present almost the appearance of mere metaphors. But the 
more transcendental the conception of God becomes, the more 
important even for prophecy do such intermediaries become.* 
They are no longer conceived of as living and active, like "the 
angel of God " in the olden days, but as individual bearers of 
individual communications from God to His servants. This is 
quite in keeping with the growing tendency to hypostatise the 
Word and the Spirit as distinct from their possessors.^ Thus 
in Ezekiel the spirit is an angel ; * and the prophet who wrote 
Zech. L-viiL' gets his revelation transmitted and explained to 
him by angels, just as if they were special human messengers. 



1 Ps. xxxiv. 8, XXXV. 5f., Ixviii. 18, cxlviii. Iflf.; 2 KiDgs iu 11, vi. 17, 
xix. 85; Isa. xxxvii. 36. 

"^ E.g, 1 Kings xiiL IS^^xix. 5-7, etc. 

* B. J. xL 12 ff., IxiiL 10, xlviii 16 ; Gen. I 2 ; cf. Zech. ii. 7, iii. 4. 

*Ezek. ii. 2, iii. 12, 14, 24, viii. 8, ix. 1, 6, xxxvii. 1, xliii 5, xl. 2f. 
(ix. 1-x. 7). 

» Zech. L 9-14, ii. 2-7, iii. 1, 5ff., iv. 1, 4, v. 5, 10, vi. 4. 
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In Daniel, God Himself is quite dumb, and His angel ex- 
plains the visions to the seer.^ From this, on the other 
hand, we easily understand how some of the later Israelitish 
writings show a disinclination to employ this idea of 
"revealing intermediaries." To the scribes and the priests 
"Scripture" is the revelation of God; and they dislike 
the thought of a "continuiDg revelation." This tendency, 
which comes to maturity in Sadducseism, is already visible 
in a few passages of the Old Testament.^ The real power 
of religion, however, was on the side of angelology becoming 
more and more vivid and varied.^ 

5. Since the conceptions of the Israelitish people as to 
angels are composed of such elements, it cannot surprise us 
that they are in themselves of a very indefinite and fluid 
character. The " nature-spirits " of the old Semites have 
nothing to do with moral and religious limitations. They 
must not be regarded as equal to the one God, and yet are 
to be raised high above the level of human power and know- 
ledge.^ The being through whom God is revealed shares in 
the veneration due to God, but is nevertheless distinct from 
Him, and is not conceived of as purely spiritual but as 
capable, to a certain extent, of bodily acts. Thus the angels 
of God eat and drink, — in this, it is true, not differing much 
from God Himself. They are represented as men of reverend 
appearance to whom hospitality is offered,^ or as men of 
war.^ Even in Ezekiel they are still assigned a human 
form.^ And when they appear to men, they are never in the 

1 Dan. iil 25 ; cF. TiiL 16, ix. 21, x. 20. 

' Simch does not expect any appearances of angels in his day. The 
chronicler rarely employs angels, however much importance he attaches to 
the idea of Satan. Even A does not speak of angels (Neh. ix. 20). The priest 
and the prophet are themselves Malachim of God (Mai. iii. 1 ; Hagg. i. 13 ; 
B. J. xlu. 19). 

» Cf. itifra. 

* Gen. vL 1-8 ; cf. Gen. iii. 5, 22 ; 1 Sam. xxix. 9 ; 2 Sam. xiv. 17 ff., 
xix. 28. 

* Gen. ZYiii. 8, xix. 8 ; Judg. vi. 11-28, xiu. 6ff. 

* Josh. V. 18 (2 Sam. xxiv. 17). ' £zek. ix. 2 ; xliu. 6. 

VOL. II. y 
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earlier days thought of as winged beings. Indeed it is by 
a ladder that they ascend into heaven.^ It is only in later 
times that they are represented as standing between heaven 
and earth, that is, as hovering on wings.^ But they are always 
regarded as exempt from the burdens and limitations of earthly 
existence, in quite a different way from human beings. They 
appear to men whenever they please. They are beheld as " the 
camp of God," as " horses and chariots of fire " — that is, as 
formed of the most spiritual heavenly element.' The angel 
of God in Judg. vi. refuses human food with disdain, and 
demands a " burnt-offering " for God ; and the imitation of 
this in Judg. xiii. represents him as in need of nothing. In 
the story of Balaam, the angel of God stands with drawn 
sword before the prophet, without being observed by him ; 
while the animal becomes aware of his presence, and naturally 
shows signs of terror.^ The angels are thought of as 
"spirits," identical, as it seems, with the spirit that pro- 
ceeds from God.^ 

Hence we may easily understand, without further explana- 
tion, that these beings, as Elohim, are thought of as without 
a moral standard. In Genesis vi. it is only mankind that is 
condemned for having overstepped its bounds, whilst "the 
sons of the gods," as " superior " beings, do what they please 

^ Gea. xxviii. 

' 1 Chron. xxi. 16, 27 ; cf., on the other hand, 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. Zech. ▼. 9 
treats of winged creatures of a symbolic character ; Dan. ix. 21 should be 
translated '* gleaming in splendour." On the other hand, it is quite conceivable 
that the human form was regarded merely as the form in which these beings 
appeared to men, and that the Elohim had a different form assigned to them 
in God's heavenly palace. On this point one must decide in conformity 
with Isa. vi. 

* Gen. xxi. 17, xxxiL 2 f. ; of. 2 Kings ii. 11, vi. 17. 

* Num. xxii. 23-27 ; cf. Odyas. xvi. 161 f. 

^ 1 Kings xxii 21. This is Ezekiel's favourite expression, and while it, too, 
may in a few passages like iii. 12, 14, xliii. 5, be understood of perfectly 
impersonal acts of God, still it is clear from xliii. 6 that these ''spirits" are 
thought of as men, as persons. Moreover, the word certainly does not pre- 
vent a very concrete and sensuoos conception of the actions of these beings 
(viiL2f., xi. 24). 
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and are not punished as fallen angels in the way later theo- 
sophy dreams of.^ And yet as superhuman beings, nearly 
akin to God and revealing Him to men, they are believed to 
be " wise and gracious," as men would like to be and should 
be.* Hence they are called God's "holy ones," that is, are 
specially dedicated to His service.' Accordingly, the idea is 
occasionally found that although not pure and perfect, as 
compared with God,* they may nevertheless as servants,* 
standing near to Him, intercede for their inferiors, tbe 
children of earth, and in this way obtain a certain religious 
importance.* But this conception remains quite isolated. 
Men are very expressly forbidden to make the angels, as 
distinguished from God Himself, objects of worship, in the 
sense, that is, of "the host of heaven,® — while, of course, 
"The Angel of God" is, in the old popular narrative taken 
for God Himself.^ 

How little this whole conception has been worked out, in 
the sense of being made a constituent part of a doctrinal 
system, is rendered particularly clear by the fact that there is 
nowhere any statement as to " the angels " being created. 
To the Elohim and the B'ne-Elohim indeed the idea of 
creation is not properly applicable; nor could one feel 
inclined to examine in this direction the beings who serve 
God as a form of revelation. Originally, it is certain 
the idea of creation applied to none but material fleshly 
beings. When God is called the Lord of the spirits of all 

' Enoch C. vi. (translatod by DillmanD), Jade 6 ; 2 Peter iL 4. 
' 1 Sam. zzix. 9 ; 2 Sam. xiv. 17, 20, xiz. 27. 

* Job y. 1, ZY. 15 ; Deut. xxziii. 2 ; Zech. xiv. 6 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 6, 8. 

* Job iv. 18, xv. 15. (If XXL 22, xxii. 18, are meant to refer to a jadicial 
trial of men in high podtion, we should get a thought like that in Isa. xxiv. 
21. It seems to me that these passages refer only to the high-throned ruler of 
the world). 

' Job y. 1, xxxiii. 28 ; Zech. i. 12. 

* This becomes always more and more important, as the influence of the 
astrological religion of Mesopotamia goes on increasing. (Deut iv. 19, xvii 3 ; 
Ps. Ixxxix. 7.) 

' Gen. xvi., xviiL; Judg. vL, xiii., etc 
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flesh, "spirits without flesh" are not included.^ In Job 
"the sons of God" are thought of as present at the very 
creation of the world, as admiring spectators.^ The later age 
of reflection first started the question. Hence it seems to 
me probable that A includes them in the creation of the 
" heavenly beings that rule the world,' and that Ps. cxlviii, 
2-5 contains a similar idea. In Neh. ix. 6 there can scarcely 
be a doubt of it. 

That in Israel's mind, at least since the eighth century, 
these heavenly beings are very closely connected with the 
stars does not admit of doubt. In Job the morning stars 
that praise God are not distinguished from the sons of God> 
In Deuteronomy the host of heaven plays a great rdle, ruling 
by God's decree over the heathen world.^ And when the 
post-exilic prophet, in B. J. xxiv. 21, pronounces judgment on 
the host of heaven, he evidently identifies the gods of the 
heathen nations with the stars, and tiiiuks of them as subject 
to God.* But the poetic expression in Judg. v. 20, "The 
stars in their courses fought against Sisera," enables us to 
conclude with certainty that this connection between the 
Elohim and the stars goes back to a very high antiquity. 
On the other hand it was altogether foreign to Israel's 
/ antiquely realistic mode of thought to change the angels con- 
\ sciously into personifications of God's sovereignty over nature 
and history. There is not a single passage which really points 
to any such process. In a number of later Fsalms, it is true, 
the fact comes out all the more clearly that people were 

^ Num. xvi. 22, xxvii. 16. 

" Job xxxviii. 7. ' Gen. i. 14, ii. 1. * Job xxxviii. 7. 

» Deut. iv. 19, xvu. 3, xxxii. 8 (B. J. xl. 26). 

' B.J. xxiv. 23 ; cf. xxvii. 9. Thi^ is probably the original passage to which is 
due the idea snlisequently connected with Gen. vi. of the angels being kept in 
everlasting chains of darkness, and of Satan being let loose after the millenniom 
(Enoch ii. 6 ; Jude 6 ; 2 Peter ii. 4 ; Rev. xx. 7). (The host of heaven is to 
be judged along with the kings of earth. Both are threatened with imprison- 
ment, and after many days they are to be visited, which means, I think, that 
they are to be released). 
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wont to speak poetically of angels of Jehovah, when they 
simply wished to give vivid expression to their conviction of 
God's all- wise and almighty providence. Consequently the 
religious import of this conception really lies, not in the 
special personality of the angels, but in their furtherance of 
God's purposes of salvation. Thus 'it is said, "The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him," 
" Let the angel of the Lord drive them away and pursue 
them," " For He shall give His angels charge over Thee to 
keep Thee in all Thy ways."^ Ps. xliii. 3 (cxlvii. 15), goes 
even further, for God's light and truth are personified as 
angels that attend on the saints. But Ps. civ. 5 is the 
clearest of all, " God maketh winds His angels, and flaming 
fire His ministers " ; or Ps. cxlviii 8, " Fire and hail ; snow 
and vapours ; stormy wind fulfilling His word." 

6. When God is represented as surrounded by attendants, 
it is natural to suppose that these were thought of as beings 
of various ranks. Still that cannot be inferred, at least in the 
sense of the later angelology, from any of the older passages. 
The story in Josh. v. 1 3 ff., where the man with a drawn sword 
who meets Joshua is called captain of the host of the Lord, 
can hardly belong to the older strata of that book. And in 
2 Kings ii. 11, vi. 17, as well as in Judg. xiii. 17, 18, there 
is no word of the angels having special grades of rank, or 
names, but only of fiery chariots and horsemen, and of the 
fact that as the angelic beings are " wonderful," they decline 
to come within the range of human ken* It is only from the 
words, cherubim and seraphim, that one could infer that name 
and titles were given to those beings before the time of Ezra. 

In the first place, the cherubim are met with in early 
passages as beings by whose aid God descends to earth. His 
winged carriers who may be compared with the wings of the 
wind, and the thick clouds in which His everlasting light is 
veiled, that He may draw near the earth in a thunderstorm.^ 

^ So Ps. xzziv. 8, xzxv. 5, 6, xci. 11. * So Ps. xviii. 11. 
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Thus it is still said, in late poetry, "He sitteth upoa the 
cherubim/' that is, comes near for judgment.^ For in this 
passage the poet is thinking not of the tabernacle adorned with 
cherubim, but of God as the Lord of the world. It is like- 
wise said, ** He maketh the clouds His chariot; He walketh upon 
the wings of the wind." * Hence God is called " He who 
sitteth upon the cherubim.' For this poetic expression 
has originally no reference to the cherubim above the ark of 
the covenant, with which, it is true, later times are specially 
fond of connecting it> It is in this capacity, as commis- 
sioners specially entrusted by the God of Israel with His 
revelation to mankind, that the cherubim are also described in 
the great visions of Ezekiel.^ 

In the second place, the myth which B gives us represents 
them as the God-appointed guardians of the tree of life.® For 
this passage is not meant to represent the cherubim as 
inhabiting paradise in the room of fallen man. With the 
'* flash of a brandished sword," that is, aided by a mighty being 
whose duty it is to punish (the lightning?), they have to 
prevent fallen man from getting possession of the sacred tree 
of life. Hence they watch the garden in which this tree is 
growing. Later still, Ezekiel, when comparing the king of 
Tyre to them, describes ^ them in much the same way as the 
fiery guardians of the mountain of God in Eden, enthroned on 

1 Ps. xclr. 1. * Ps. civ. 8. 

' The DU*)3n 3tn^ which alternates with Jahve Zebaoth, 1 Sam. iv. 4 ; 
2 Sam. vi. 2 ; Ps. Izxx. 2, xcix. 1 ; 1 Chron. xiii. 6 ; 2 Kings xix. 15, should 
always be first translated in this way. 

^ I certainly agree with Riehm that 2^ with the accus. is rather a strange 
way of expressing "enthroned upon the cherubim/' for which one would expect 

7^. But that the phrase should mean " He who inhabits the cherubim," %.e. He 
who dwells between their wings, because Grod is present in the temple under the 
shadow of the wings of the cherubim, seems to me linguistically still more 
incredible, since living beings cannot be inhabited like a house. The ark of the 
covenant is the place where He who sits upon the cherubim reveals Himself, and 
at first there were no cherubim at all above it 

' Ezek. i., ix., x., xi., xliii. • Gen. iiL 24. 

^ Ezek. xxviii. 13, 14, 16. Perhaps the word Eden, in xxviL 23, suggested the 
idea to him. 
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lightning, and with their covering wings spread fully out. 
Thus they protect the heavenly sanctufitries from profanation. 

Finally, they are met with as symbolical ornaments of the 
temple, not only in the ideal picture of A, but also in the 
description of Solomon's temple, given in the book of Kings 
and in Chroniclea Their proper place is in the Holy of 
Holies. In the temple there were two large gilded cherubim 
on both sides of the sacred ark, which completely covered the 
Holy of Holies with their outspread wings.^ In A's ideal 
description they are small in size, made of gold and fastened to 
the throne above the ark of the covenant itself, facing each 
other and overshadowing with their wings the holy place of 
God's presence.^ But, besides, they often appear in the 
ornamentation of the temple as symbols of the divine 
presence, and less frequently in the description of the taber- 
nacle. The portable washing vessels of the temple ai*e 
specially ornamented with them.' 

If we wish to form an opinion as to these beings, we may 
be certain in the first instance of two things. The one is, 
that to the Hebrew imagination the cherubim are really living^ — j 
beingSy not allegories, and beings too from the heavenly world 
of light, serviceable to God as means of revelation. The other 
is, that they are, in fact, products of tlie imagination ; they 
belong to that large class of beings with which, from of old, 
the religious imagination of Asiatics has peopled the heavenly 
world, and which owe their origin and character mainly ta| 
religious symbolism. They are consequently, like every 
creation of fancy, very variable in form, and do not, like 
natural objects, brook the restraints of pedantic description. 

1 1 Kings Ti. 23, 28, yiii. 6. 

*Ez. xzr. 18 if., zxzyii. 7ff. (1 Chron. xxviiL 18 ff. makes no special 
reference to them). 

» Ex. xxvi. 1, 81, xxxvi. 8 ; 1 Kings vi. 82, 85, vii 29, 86 ; 2 Chron, iii. 10-18, 
V. 7 f. These " kvers on wheels " appear to have been exported to the farthest 
north and west to which Phoenician trade extended in the bronze age. Cf. G. C. F. 
liach, ''Ueberdieehemen Wagenbeckeuder Bronze-Zeit" (Jdkrbb. d, Verehuf. 
meeJdenlmrg. QtKK ix. 872 £f., xxr. 215 ff., 1860. (Ewald, GOU. Nachr, 1859). 
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From the earliest days the holy God was pictured by the 
Hebrew — and certainly not by him alone — as descending to 
earth in the grandeur of the thunder-storm, seated on the 
cherubim, that is, making the heavenly beings, who at other 
times guard his sanctuaries, the vehicles of his revelation. 
Hence it was natural, with Ewald and Biehm, to think of the 
black thunder-cloud as the prototype of the cherub. But I 
must concede to Kosters that, from the analogy of other parts 
of Asiatic religious symbolism, it appears more likely to have 
been the storm-winds which caiTy the storm-God hidden in 
the cloud and fight for him.^ Then when the people wished 
to represent the revealed presence of this God as at rest in 
the temple at Jerusalem, they had no hesitation in frankly 
adopting a well-known Asiatic symbol, and making Him a 
throne over which these cherubim spread their covering* 
wings. The same symbol, too, was put on the walls, doors, 
and sacred vessels, to express God's holy presence. This was 
imitated in the ideal sketch of the tabernacle, in which God 
speaks from between the cherubim^; and it is also used in 
the temple of Ezekiel, although but sparingly.* But when 
Ezekiel thinks of God as coming for judgment, or to bestow on 
Israel a new proof of His gracious presence, he again sees Him 
seated on His throne and borne to earth by the cherubim. 
And wherever God's sacred treasures have to be guarded and 
hidden, the imagination bethinks itself of these beings as 
the symbols of God's presence and of God's unapproach- 
ableness. 

The fullest description of them is given by the prophet 
Ezekiel. He first sees four living creatures ^ with the general 

^ Among the Assyrians also the storm-winds are in fact ** the throne-bearers " 
of the heavenly deity, the ** water-bearers" of the thunder-god when fighting. 
In Ps. xviiL the wings of the storm carry Jehovah, while the clouds are only His 
chariot, not the motive power. Hence *' the sound of the wings " plays so great 
ArCle (Ps. civ. 3 ; cf. £zek. i. 24 ; 1 Kings xix. 11 ; B. J. Ixvi. 15 ; Ps. xviii. 11, 
1. 3). One may also think of Maruts, of the dogs of Indra, and of Odin. 

" 13D. » Ex. XXV. 22 ; Num. viL 89. 

* Ezek. xli. 18 ff. « Ezek. L 6 flf. nVH. 
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appearance of a man, but each with four faces and four 
\?ings, and straight legs with the feet of an ox} Under their 
wings are human hands ; and these wings are so joined that 
they never require to turn. The front face is that of a man ; 
light and left of this are the faces of a lion and an ox, and, 
behind, that of an eagle. The wings partly cover the body 
and are partly used for flying, and when the creatures stand 
still, they let their wings droop ; out of the midst of them 
gleam fire, torches, lightnings ; and connected with them are 
four wheels that can turn in every direction, called whirling 
wheels.* These are, like the creatures, covered with eyes, as a 
sign of their intelligence. They are living ; the spirit of the 
creatures is in them.' These creatures are afterwards dis- 
covered by the prophet to be cherubim.* On the tips of 
their wings is poised a vault like that of heaven, with an 
azure throne of indescribable splendour, on which the glory of 
God rests. Thus seated, the self-revealing God is borne by 
the cherubim, with a mighty rushing noise, down to earth, 
into His temple, and then borne aloft again.^ They praise 
God with sacred songs, and give to His commissioner some 
of the holy fire between the wheels.* They are, therefore, 
heavenly beings from the mysterious world where God dwells,^ 
full of divine intelligence and light,^ the bearers of God's 
revelation. They are evidently described with great freedom, 
and remind one of the seraphim of Isaiah. Perhaps the whole 
picture is taken from the artistic form of the temple lavers,^ or 
from some other work of oriental art At all events after- 
wards, in his description of the future temple,^^ Ezekiel gives 
the cherubim only two faces, the right that of a man, the left 

' Ox-feet, becaiue these, being round, can go both backwards and forwards. 

» Ezek. X. 12, 18 (pjpi). 

» Ezek. i. 21, x. 12, 17. < Erek. x. 1 ff., 14 ff., 20. » Ezek. ix. 8, x. 8. 
• Ezek. iii. 12, x. 2. ' Ezek. iii. 12. » Ezek. x. 12. 

' The Mechonah n^tStMt 1 Kings yii. 27 £f. Was this a symbolic representa- 
tion of the primeyal water moTed by the power of Jehovah Y cf. above). 
^^ Ezek. xU. 18 ff. 
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that of a lion — no doubt because it is impossible to conceive 
of carved work on a plane surface with more. 

Ezekiel's description is certainly tduch more detailed than 
anything in the earlier passages. The cherubim of the temple 
must, from their size, have stood upright, with only one face,^ 
doubtless that of a man. They are also represented with only 
two winga From the description of the tabernacle one cannot 
with certainty affirm more than that the passage in Ex. xxv. 20 
gives these creatures only one face. The Chronicler has com- 
bined the descriptions of the temple and the tabernacle in a 
manner absolutely impossible, for he makes the large cherubim 
of the Holy of Holies turn their faces inwards, that is, towards 
each other, as those of the tabernacle do.' From the position 
of their wings, this is an impossibility. He also brings in 
EzekieFs notion of the cherubim-chariot at an unsuitable place.* 
The fact that Ezekiel himself acknowledges that it was only 
by degrees that he recognised " the creatures " to be cherubim, 
warrants the inference that his description of them was new. 
Thus, whether Ezekiel based his description on actually exist- 
ing works of art or not, be certainly made the figure more 
complicated, prompted apparently by the consideration that 
beings which did not turn, needed to have a face each way.^ 
The only question is whether this development entirely altered 
the original idea of the cherubim, by making, as Eiehm 
thinks, composite beings out of winged human forms,^ or 
whether it was only a development very easily explained by 
the variable character of all symbolic figures, and in no way 
injurious to the original conception. 

For Biehni's view there is, in fact, not a little to be said. 
Since cherubim are found in the temple alternating with 

^ 1 Kings vL 23. In the temple their height was the same as the breadth of 
their outstretched wings. 

" 2 Chron. iii. 11-18. » 1 Chron. xxviu. 18. 

^The divine presence cannot, of course, have a ''backwards" and a 
** forwards." It turns equally towards all the four sides of the world. 

^ Similar in a way, according to the Rabbis, Thenius, Eell, Kurtz. 
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lions and oxen,^ it seems improbable that they themselves 
can have had the form of these animals. Both in the 
temple and in the tabernacle they are represented as straight, 
upright, with two wings and one face. Hence, as they cer- 
tainly we^re not meant to be huge birds, they are probably 
winged men. Besides, even in Ezekiel, the principal face is 
that of the man. But Eiehm's theory obviously goes beyond 
the range of certainty. If the cherub was just an imaginary 
composite form, it was quite easy and natural for Ezekiel 
to make it more composite still, so as to suit the purpose 
of his description ; for example, to make out of a figure, the 
body of which had the feet of an ox, the wings of an eagle, 
and the mane of a lion, a winged figure with four faces. 
But it would not be natural to make out of a purely human 
figure, with wings, a composite animal figure, to which he 
is himself the first to apply the term " creatures." ^ Now, 
in the Old Testament, the cherub is, from the very first, 
represented as something quite well known — in other words, 
as something that had lived on in the popular imagina- 
tion since patriarchal timea Absolutely no instructions are 
given as to how the pictures are to be executed. That is 
simply left to the artist This fact points, in my opinion, to 
extraordinary composite figures like sphinxes, winged bulls, 
eta, which could be readily made by any one in the usual 
traditional form, rather than to winged men ; for in the latter 
case more would depend on the general pose of the figure, and 
detailed instructions would be needed, at any rate, as to the 
expression and the style. Besides, as ornaments for the sanctu- 
ary and its lavers, animal figures were much more in keeping 
with the oxen, lions, palms, and flower wreaths, than winged 
men. The passage, Ezek. x. 14, unless we are arbitrarily to 
assume that there has been a pure error in transcription, can 
only mean that ox and cherub were practically the same. 
Furthermore, when the poet in Ps. xviii. makes God ride on a 

1 1 Kings vii 29 (86). " MVn, Ezek. i. 6. 
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cherub he cannot have given it a human form. Lastly, it 
strikes me as intrinsically improbable that any carved work> 
representing a human figure, would be placed in the Holy of 
Holies. To symbolical figures, such as are found all over 
Asia in connection with temples, there could be no objection ; 
but winged men, as such, were necessarily out of place in con- 
nection with Jehovah. Hence I feel constrained to hold to 
the view that the cherubim were composite figures, with the 
feet of oxen, the wings of eagles, the manes of lions, and the 
body and face of men, standing upright, and spreading their 
broad wings over the sanctuary.^ Under a variety of 
influences Ezekiel afterwards made this figure still more 
composite. 

At all events the cherubim were not angels, but symbolictd^ 
figures, combining the noblest qualities of the created world, — 
a man being the symbol of intelligence, a lion of sovereignty, 
an ox of strength, and an eagle of swiftness. They were 
regarded as the special property of Grod Himself, as His 
heavenly servants, seated on whom He descends to earth. 
It is they who at once proclaim and veil His presence, as .He 
abides in the sanctuary. As proclaiming His presence, 
while veiling His glory, they are in general the guardians 
of God's sacred treasures, which no profane person dare 
touch.* These notions are deeply rooted in the sacred 
symbolism of the ancient world, as is shown by the griffins 
that guard the divine treasury, the dragons that watch 
the garden of the Hesperides and the Golden Fleece, the 
sphinxes in front of the temples, and the storm winds that 
move the primeval waters, and conduct to earth the glory of 
the thunder. 

^ It would certainly be difficult for our Western imaginations to conceive of 
such figures, if we did not actually find ourselves confronted with them, as in 
tlie ruins of Nineveh. Vatke's *' beak, which was also like a lion's maw," is 
surely calculated to make one careful. ZiiUig : '*an upright two-footed winged 
ox, with the face and hands of a man." 

• ^^D Ex. XXV. 20, xxxviL 9 ; Ezek. xxviiL 16 (Ps. v. 12, xci. i, cxl. 8), 
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Certainly the Israelites never doubted the actual existence 
of such beings. But they are themselves never regarded as 
objects of worship, but only as symbols of God's holy presence. 
Their enigmatic form is in keeping with the mysterious nature 
of the unsearchable God, — an idea, in fact, that takes a 
hundred similar shapes in the ancient East. They are 
imaginary figures of a religious kind, designed to express 
the thought at once of God's nearness and of God's un- 
approachableness, — all this being represented, as was the 
custom of the ancients, in a very real and life-like manner. 

That the word "cherubim" has no connection with the 
Hebrew roots that are nearest to it in sound, I am quite 
sure. It cannot mean either carved work,^ or figure of fear.* 
Even the conjecture of Biehm, who connects the word with 
" the restraining of the divine splendour," points to a char- 
acteristic of much too rare occurrence.' Still less can it be 
a transposition for Eekub, " chariot,"* for even that is only one 
side of the cherubim's action, not to speak of the linguistic 
improbability of such a transposition of the root letters. 
I think it far more likely that the word belongs to a 
larger linguistic group ; but that is a point on which it cer- 
tainly does not fall to me to express a decided opinion.^ 

7. What are the seraphim ? It is even more difficult to 
answer this question than to say what the cherubim are. For 
the only passage in which seraphim are mentioned ^ speaks of 

' From yOt to plough, tear up. 

' From 313, to render anxious. The connection with 313, "to cultivate," 
as if the cherub were the cultivator, the ox, or the meaning "the anxious 
one *' as the servant of the great God, or even the comparison with 31p— " the 
one kept near," I simply mention as having actually been given. 

* 3T3f constringere. 

* 3n3 for 3131 like ^D3 feo. 1 Chron. xxviil 18 ; cf. Hofmann, Redslob. 

* Gamda {PhUostr, Vit. ApolL iii. 18), yfv^. If Lenormant gives the right 
reading, then we have, in the naming of the winged bulls of Nineveh as 
" Kinibi," the authentic explanation of the word. But it does not become me 
to pronounce an opinion on the subject. ("Essai de comm. dcs fragm. cosm. 
de lUrose d*apr^ les textes cun^iformes," 1871, p. 80.) 

* Isa. Ti. 2f. 
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them as if they had been so long and so well known that no 
explanation was needed by any body. Consequently we have 
only the most incidental reference to their real character. The 
description in Ezekiel ^ already suggests a certain connection 
with the cherubim ; and the New Testament adopts the 
view prevalent in its own day, and without further inquiry 
assumes that the two are identical.^ But this can hardly 
be right. According to Isaiah, the seraphim stand before 
God in the heavenly sanctuary^ as His attendants. Each 
has six wings. With one pair they fly, not indeed as if 
they were always flying, for they stand before God ; but they 
fly with them when the occasion for flying arises. With 
another pair, from a feeling of humility, they veil their faces ; 
and with the third pair, from a sense of modesty, they 
cover their naked " feet." If the last word were used in the 
ordinary sense, we should have to think of draped human 
figures, of which only the head and feet require to be veiled. 
But the prophet may quite as well use the word ** feet " in a 
euphemistic sense, and in that case it would exactly suit the 
naked bodies of animals.* Indeed, on closer examination, 
draped figures would have no place for the pair of wings 
with which to cover their "feet." Their face is that of a 
man, and it is a human voice that issues from their mouth.^ 
Their hands, too, are human, and require tongs to lift a 
burning coal.® Their number is considerable ; they stand 
round the heavenly throne in a double choir.^ They are not 
cherubim, at all events, in our sense of the term. The 
cherubim carry or veil God, and show the presence of His 

^ Ezek. i. 11, iii. 12, ix. 3 ; cf. Isa. vi. 2fr. (cf. Hendewerck's view in his 
" Habilitationsschrift," 1836). 
« Rev. iv. 8. 

^ ?y IDVf because the servant stands before his Master who is seated ; 
cf. Gen. xviil. 8 ; Zech. iv. 14. 

* Cf. D^Sil, laa. vii. 20. • Isa. vi. 3. « Isa. vi. 8. 

^ The one choir sings, the other responds, and then both sing together. 
Hence the threefold repetition of ** Holy." The phrase "one of the seraphim," 
suggests that their number was considerable. 
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glory in the earthly sanctuary. But the seraphim stand 
before God as ministering servants in His heavenly sanctuary. 

It is certainly difficult to obtain from the one passage in 
which these beings are mentioned a clear conception of their 
nature. And one readily understands how the name " Saraph " 
suggested that sei^pents were meant, and, being connected with 
the worship of Kehushtan, gave rise to the idea that the 
seraphim were serpents, likenesses of the one in paradise.^ 
But serpents with six wings and also human hands and 
mouth, and which besides stand erect, would be rather too 
much even for an Indo-Egyptian imagination. 

Nor can they well have been "burning ones"* — angels 
of fire; for, in that case, why should the seraph take 
the sacred fire from the altar? and what need could he 
have of tongs with which to take up a burning coal ? Of 
course divine fire must touch the prophet's lips ; but the fire 
with which the heavenly beings are all aglow is as much 
divine fire as is that between the wheels which is thought 
of in connection with the cherubim.^ 

I have no doubt that 1 Kings xxiL 19 f. gives us a sufficient 
explanation of Isaiah's vision. There, also, the prophet sees 
Gk>d on His heavenly throne, with " the host of heaven " stand- 
ing in attendance on His right hand, and on His left.^ There, 
as in Isaiah, God's commission is being executed by one of 
those standing by. Hence it is certain that here also the 
seraphim are nothing else than the angel-hosts who are ranged 
round the throne of God as a holy choir. In fact, the word 
admits of a very obvious and suitable explanation. According 
to the kindred Arabic root it means the notables, the princes.^ 
This meaning is, indeed, the only suitable one. The throne 

^ Num. zzi. 6, S ; 2 Kings xriii. 4 ; B. J. xiv. 29, the name r|-)b« Vatke, 
Ewald, etc 
« Lev. X. 16. It would be Hke rsnat^^. 

• I omit aU reference to Serapis, Terafim, etc. * Also ^ icy. 

» uJ«j 1*^ ^ cf. Stcndel 225 (Sheriflf). 
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of an earthly king is surrounded by none but the highest 
nobles of the realm, who are in personal attendance on their 
sovereign. In like manner the " princes of God's host " stand 
around His throne — the mightiest of the sons of God. 

If this explanation be correct we have, in the seraphim, 
a parallel to the appearance of the captain of the Lord's 
host to Joshua. In that case we should, of course, have 
to suppose that the human form is assigned to angels, as 
to God, only when they appear to men, and that in the 
heavenly sanctuary they are thought of as beings having 
symbolically composite figures. 

8. From the very first the post-exilic books show a 
growing inclination to deal with superhuman beings, and 
thus fill upthe_^lf between human life and God who is 
gradually'^becoming more transcendental. But what is 
already begun in Zech. i.-viii., and B. J. xxiv., becomes 
more marked, from the second century onwards, after the 
manner of an age that is growing moi'e and more theological 

r Perhaps, too, the tendency is fostered by increasing acquaint- 

( ance with the views of other Asiatic peoples. 

In Daniel the angels are already represented as having 
special names, such as Michael, Gabriel^ They are arranged 
according to rank ; ^ and Persia, Greece, and Judea, have each 
'Y"/ — ijieir respective princes who watch over their interests and 
' fight for them.* God has a council (divan) formed of a 

special class of angels,^ which promulgates the divine edicts. 
Angel " myriads " ^ deliver the saints in a very materialistic 
way.® As God's holy servants they wear linen garments, 
and in token of their princely rank a golden girdle.^ In 
other respects they are represented as human figures, 
surrounded by a halo of glory.® 

1 Dan. viii. 16, ix. 21, x. 13, 21, xu. 1. « Dan. x. 13, 21, xii. 1. 

» Dan. X. 18, 20, 21, xii. 6ff. * Dan. iv. 10, 20 (Y^). 

» Dan. iv. 32, vii. 10, 16. « Dan. vi. 22. 

' Dan. X. 5, xii. 6 (viii. 13). ® Dan. viii. 16, x. 6, 16. 
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In Tobit, Kaphael, one of the seven angels, who present the 
prayers of the saints to God, and have access to Him,^ is re- 
presented as the companion of the young Tobias,^ although he 
has nothing more than the semblance of corporeal functions.' 
The book of Enoch ^ regards the cherubim and the seraphim 
as different orders of angels. In the story of Bel and the 
Dragon, an angel carries Habakkuk by the hair of his head 
to Babylon and back, merely to prepare a simple meal for 
Daniel^ In the story of Susannah, an angel of God has V 
to destroy the evildoers.® Among the Essenes the names oi 
angels formed part of their secret worship.^ Among the 
Hellenists, as in the later Kabbala, the angels are, on the 
one hand, connected with the divine forces, and on the other 
with the souls of men, an idea quite foreign to the Old 
Testament. The New Testament shows that in pious circles^^ 
there prevailed a belief in angels and demons, similar to 
that in Tobit; while theologically educated Pharisees, like 
Paul, had a complete system of angelology. The Sadducees 
rejected this doctrine as well as the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, probably because they saw in it the danger of an enthu- 
siastic conviction of revelation going beyond the accepted 
forms of religion. 



(6) Doctrine of Man and of Sin. 
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MAN. 



LiTERATURK — A. Hahn, De natura hominia in V. T, obvia, 
1846. Eoos, Grundziige der Seelenlehre aiLS d, heil. Schrift, 

» Tob. xiL 15. » Tob. iii. 24, v. 4 ff., vi. 4 ff. » Tob. xu. 19. 

^ Enoch Izi. 10. * Bel and the Dragon, 36, 39. 

• Sua. 55, 59. ' Joseph. Dc BeU, Jud. ii. 8, 7. 
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1857. Beck, Umriss der biblischen Seelenlehre, 2nd ed. 1862. 
Delitzsch, Biblische Psychologie. Carus, PsycJiologie der 
Hehraer nach ihren heiligen Bilchem (Posthumous Works, 
vol. v.). Bottcher, De inferis rehisq^ie post mortem futuris ex 
Hehrceorum, et Orcecorum opinionibus, libri duo, L. 1, vol. i 
p. 20 ff. Hofmann, Schriftbeweis i. 284 ff. Auberlen, art. 
" Fleisch," and art. " Geist ; " Oehler, art. " Herz " (in Herzog, 
Ist ed. — 2nd ed. by Cremer and Fr. Delitzsch). Wendt, 
Notiones caniis et spiritus quomodo in veiere Testamento 
adhibeantur, 1877; cf. by the same author, Die Begriffe 
Fleisch und Geist im bibliseJien Sprachgebrauche, Gotha 1878, 
1-41. 

1. No one looking at the religion of the Old Testament 
historically will expect to find in it a scientific anthropology 
or psychology, least of all in the earlier ages, to which 
the very idea of scientific development was altogether foreign. 
All that one can expect is a popular view of man as a 
natural being, a view resting on purely external observation, 
and while consistent in essential points, admitting of very great 
freedom of expression. For on such matters a people, although 
not given to regular philosophical study, has always a tolerably 
uniform view. The labours of scholars, while conducive to 
clearness, are also the first cause of distinct divergency of 
opinion. Besides, we may expect that in the Hebrew nation, 
as in every ancient people, their view of man was very closely 
connected with their whole religious development Before 
the Greek school made its influence felt, the Old Testament 
view of man, as a natural being, continued essentially the 
same, although of course it is only the later writings that 
afford anything like sufficient material for the treatment of 
such questions. 

From an external point of view, man is primarily flesh 
(nb3), a material finite being, such as we meet with every- 
where in the visible world. The term flesh, especially in A 
(where " all flesh " is a favourite expression of constant 
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occurrence)/ represents both men and beasts as belonging to 
the sphere of material life, and as being actually alive ; for 
matter without life is not flesh but dust, or a vegetable 
organism. The word "flesh," in itself, means the bodily 
frame,^ as distinguished from skin ; it means what is firm and 
yet supple in the living body, as distinguished from bones and 
blood;* and then, by synecdoche, the body itself as a sub- 
stance used, eg., for sacrifice or food.* It is, therefore, a term 
in constant use to denote relations between human beings, 
which depend solely on the bodily life. " To be one flesh," 
is to be joined bodily into one.* My flesh and bone means 
my blood relation.® And, generally speaking, where functions 
and conditions which concern the human body are described, 
the word flesh is very frequently used instead of body.' Again, 
by synecdoche, the word denotes material beings themselves 
as such — men and beasts as animal beings, belonging to 
the world of sense. Hence, when a man speaks of himself 
in relation to his material existence, " my flesh " may mean 
the very same as " I." ® From such a usage it is easily seen 
that the word may also be employed to denote the limitations 
and weaknesses of human nature. Of course, as a product of 
nature, flesh is neither unholy nor unclean. Otherwise, as 
Wendt rightly insists, it could not be used in sacrifice. 
But as distinguished from the divine and spiritual mode of 

> Gen. vi. 12, 13, 17, 19, vii. 15, 16, 21, viii. 17, ix. 4, 11, 16, 17 ; Lev. xvii. 
14 ; Num. xvl 22, xviii. 15, xxvii. 16. (In Isa. xxxi. 3 ; B. J. xl. 5 ; Jer. 
xvii. 5 ; Ps. Ixv. 3, it stands in sharper antithesis to God). 

' Lev. viii. 31, ix. 11 ; Num. xix. 6 ; Job x. 11 ; Ezt^k. xxxvii. 6. 

» Ex. xii 8 ; Dent. xii. 27 ; cf. Gen. ii. 23, xli. 2, 8, 19. 

* Lev. vii. 15, 19 f.; Num. xi. 4, 13 ; Jer. vii. 21 ; Hos. viii. 13 ; Deut. xii. 
15 ; cf. Ex. xvi. 8, xxii. 30. Of course it can also be applied to any separate 
jiart of the body (Gen. xvii. 11, 14, 23, 24). And fulness of "flesh" denotes 
health and strength in man and beast (Gen xli. 2 ; Dan. L 15 ; Job xxxiii. 25). 

* Gen. ii. 23f., and often. 

• Gen. xxix. 14, xxxvii. 27 ; Jndg. ix. 2 ; 2 Sam. xix. 18 f. More generally 
of the kinship of human nature in general, B. J. Iviii. 7. 

' Lev. XV. 13, 16, xxiL 6 ; Prov. iv. 22. 

• Ps. xvi. 9, Ixiii. 2, Ixxxiv. 8. (Indeed, io poetry, even \"|^?DVy (my bones) 
is used of man as a sentient being, Ps. xxxiL 8, Ii. 10). 
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existence, that is, in contrast with God as transcendental, a 
fleshly being, is also in itself finite, weak, prone to sensuality 
and selfishness. Man as '* flesh " must, in contrast with God, 
feel that he is worthless, — mere "dust and ashes." ^ And 
since he belongs to the class of fleshly beings, he is not 
capable of being filled for ever with the vivifying Spirit of 
God.2 Spirit and flesh, God and man, are contradictories. The 
flesh cannot see God. And God, on His part, has not eyes 
of flesh, which the outward appearance deceives. The flesh 
is frail, weak, incapable of justifying itself before God. God 
is the living, eternal, unchangeable One.^ And yet, on the 
other hand, the flesh is also that which moves and feels, in 
contradistinction to a dead stone, or to bones. Hence, "a 
heart of flesh " can be contrasted with " a heart of stone " 
as sensitive.* 

Now this material being is made alive by the " spirit " (n^"»).^ 
Spirit is primarily something in motion — ^air in motion. 
Hence wind is so termed,® and so is the breath in a livinjj 
creature, since it is air in motion, which betokens life.^ 
In like manner the Spirit of God, originally, we may be sure, 
conceived of in a rather material way, is the power of life and 
motion inherent in Him.® It is from this Spirit of God that 

* Gen. ii. 7, xviii. 27 ; Ps. ciii. 14. * Gen. vi. 8. 

' This antithesis to God and spiritual life is found most strongly expressed in 
Isa. xxxi. 8 ; Jer. xvii. 6 ; 2 Chron. xxxii. 8 ; Job x. 4. (Eyes of flesh, i.e. 
liable to be deceived), Ps. Ixxviii. 89. (Frailty), Dent. v. 23. (No flesh can 
see God), Ps. Ivi. 5, etc. (cf. Job iv. 19). Certainly, in such passages, it is 
the physical weakness of the creature that is primarily meant, not an ethical 
defect^ or a metaphysical principle distinct from God. But, according to the 
view of the Old Testament, sin, which is common to all and can claim forgive- 
ness, is due simply to this weakness of the material creature. 

* Ezek. xi. 19, xxxvi. 26. » Zech. xii. 1 ; B. J. xlii. 5. 

« Gen. viii. 1 ; Ex. x. 13, 19 ; 2 Sam. xxii. 11 ; Ps. i. 4, civ. 4. (With this 
is connected the meaning, windy, vain ; synonymous with ^3n, Job vii. 7, xvi. 
8 ; Jer. v. 13. 

' Job xix. 17, XX vii. 3. 

8 E.g. Gen. i. 2, vi. 8 ; Job xxxii. 8, xxxiii. 4, xxxiv. 14 ; Ps. civ. 29, xxxiii. 
6. As the thunder is God's ** voice," so the storm is His "breath." And 
poetry attributes to Him the short hot breath that betokens rage, when it 
describes how He draws near to judge the earth (Ex. xv. 8 ; Ps. xviii. 16). 
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all created life, the breath of every living thing comes. The 
spirit of man is his vital force,^ which depends on the Spirit 
of God, and which returns to God whenever the individual 
life ceases.^ God is the Lord of the spirits of all flesh.' 
While the spirit of all created beings conies from God's Spirit, 
the spirit within them is also primarily the breath, which is 
the material representation of life.* But the word next 
denotes also this life itself, as what moves and influences a 
person, causing his moods and feelings. Consequently a 
man may be anxious, dejected, grieved in spirit;^ just as, 
on the other hand, a man's spirit may be "refreshed" 
and " aroused " when he is " in good spirits." ® Hence it 
can be said, "in his spirit there is no guile." ^ But as 
soon as the life represented by the breath ceases, the man's 
spirit is no longer in him.® 

The word "spirit" is, from its origin, the natural anti- 
thesis to the word " flesh." ^ As possessing motion, life, and 
invisibility, it is the opposite of what is inert, frail, material. 
And from expressing the divine motive power, it naturally 
denotes also the divine forces which rule the world. For, as 
the vivifying power of God is represented as spirit, so also the 

' Zech. xii. 1 ; Ezek. zzzviL 10 ; B. J. xlii. 5 ; Job xxvii. 8, xxxiii. 4, xxxiv. 
14 ; Pa. civ. 30, cxlvi. 4 ; Eccles. xii. 7. 
' Job xxxiv. 14 ; Vs. civ. 29 ; Eccles. xii. 7. 

• Kam. xvi. 22, xxvii. 16 ; corresponding to Jer. xxxii. 27, ttovS ^npfcC. 

* 1 Kings X. 6; B. J. xxvi. 9; Gen. vi 17, vii. 15, 22. "Shortness" of 
breath indicates displeasare (Prov. xiv. 29 ; Job xxi. 4). 

" Gen. xxvi. 35 ; Ex. vi. 9 ; B. J. liv. 6, Ixv. 14, Ivii. 15 ; Ps. xxxiv. 19, IL 
19 ; Prov. xvi. 19, xxix. 23, xv. 13, xvii. 22, xviii. 14. When the spirit is no 
longer " steadfast," " is no more there " because of fear, this is the natural 
expression for absolute want of courage and strength (Josh, ii 11, v. 1 ; 1 Kings 
X. 5 ; Ezek. xxi. 12 ; Isa. xix. 3). 

• Gen. xlv. 27 ; Hagg. L 14 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22 ; cf. Prov. xL 13, xv. 13, 
xvii. 22 ; Jer. li. 11 ; Ps. li. 14. The material basis of all these ideas is still 
clear enough. 

' Ps. xxxii. 2, Ixxviii 8 ; similarly in Num. xiv. 24 : ''There was another 
spirit in Caleb." Most clearly in Ezek. xi 5 ; Josh. ii. 11, v. 1 ; Judg. viii. 3 
(where the spirit of a man denotes the measure of his courage and strength). 

' 1 Kings X. 5 ; Judg. xv. 19 ; 1 Sam. xxx. 12. 

* Isa. xxxi. 3 
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individual acts of power proceeding from Hira, the beneficent 
as well as the baneful, are called " spirits," whether they 
are conceived of as really personal, or merely as acting like 
persons/ In the same way, all extraordinary individual im- 
pulses of the spiritual life in man which God causes may 
be described as spirits. Thus there is a spirit of heaviness, 
of jealousy,* of wisdom, of power, of might, of prophecy, etc. 
In many of these meanings the word "breath" {^^t}) ^ 
a perfect parallel to the word " spirit." It likewise denotes 
the breath of life given by God to the creature,* and then 
the life itself, of which the breath is the material represen- 
tation.* 

As soon as a material being is made alive by the Spirit of 
God,*^ it becomes a soul (^P^), or, more accurately, "a living 
soul" (njn 5^03) — a self-conscious life with feelings and de- 
sires.® In so far as this soul is regarded as dwelling in a 
roan, it is the expression of his conscious individual life. 
When the soul " departs," the man dies ; ^ to take one's soul 
in one's hand is to risk one's life;^ to seek after the soul 
means to seek a man's life ; ^ and many other expressions 
prove that the soul is synonymous with the individual 
conscious life.^^ Hence the soul is the seat of feeling, in the 
widest sense. It is sad, joyful, angry.^^ It desires, hates, 

^ 1 Kings xxii. 21 ff., and often. 

' Nnm. V. 14, 80 ; Hos. iv. 12. Wendt's choice of the €^rman word '* Muth " 
to indicate these varying " moods " of the spirit is a very happy one. 

» Gen. iL 7, vii. 22. * 1 Kings xvii. 17 ; B. J. Ivii. 16 ; cf. Pa. cl. 6. 

» Job xiL 10. « So Gen. i. 80. 

' Gen. XXXV. 18 ; cf 1 Kings xviL 21 ; figuratively, Ps. xix. 8, xxiL 30. 

• Judg. xii. 8 ; cf. v. 18. 

' Kg, Ex. iv. 19 ; 1 Sam. xx. 1 ; 1 Kings xix. 10, 14 ; Ps. xl. 15, etc. 

^® Ex. xxi. 30 ; Num. xxxv. 31 ; ransom for the soul (Ps. xlix. 9, 16) ; Gen. 
xxxii. 81; Josh. ii. 18, deliver the soul; 2 Sam. i. 9, "my soul is in me." 
Generally, Ex. xxi. 23 ; Josh. ix. 24 ; 1 Kings ii. 23 ; Prov. xxii. 23, 25. In 
this sense the millstone, as a condition of sustaining life, is caUed '*the soul of 
the poor " (Deut. xxiv. 6). 

^^ Gen. xliv. 80. So soul is knit to soul (1 Sam. xviii. 1 ; cf. Judg. xvi. 16, 
xviii. 25 ; 1 Sam. i. 10 ; 2 Sam. xvii. 8). Akin to this is, ''to afflict, defile the 
soul" (Lev. xvi. 29, 81 ; cf. xi. 48 f.). 
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loves, and wishes.^ Hence a man*8 soul may mean much 
the same as " his desire, his wish ; " and this idiom is even 
applied to God.* Hence, the verb meaning " to breathe 
afresh," according to the desire of one's heart, is beautifully 
derived from the word "souL"* And because the soul is 
that in man which feels, wishes, and wills, it is the proper 
word for his individual personality. Whenever a person 
speaks of his feelings, wishes, etc., he may, instead of using 
" I," also say " my soul." * 

But not only has man a soul ; he is "a living soul," as a 
beast also is. For in this lies the peculiarity of a living being, 
which actually distinguishes it from a non-animal created thing.^ 
Consequently, " souls " just means men, persons.* Hence since 
a dead person is still "somebody," it is strictly correct to 
call him "a soul."^ Thus a man can say, "let my soul 
die," " my soul lives " ; while, on the other hand, death is the 
departure of the soul,® and a person lives by his soul. This 
soul, as the sentient personal life of man, is conceived of as 

' E.g. Gen. xxvii. 4, 19, 25 ; B. J. xlii. 1 (of God) ; Vs. xL 6, xlii. 3, xciv. 
19 ; SoDg of Solomon, iii. 1-3. So one pours out one's soul before God (1 Sam. 
i. 15). Purely poetic in Isa. t. 14, of Sheol. 

* B.g, Ps. xvii. 9, xli. 3, Ixxviii. 18 ; Ex. xxiii. 9 ; B. J. Ivi. 11 ; even of 
cattle, Prov. xii. 10 ; of God, Lev. xxvi. 11, 80. The expression in Isa. xxix. 8 
goes farthest of all, for there ''soul" is used as synonymous with desire of 
food, appetite, "stomach." 

* 2ta\ Ex. xxiiL 12 (of God, Ex. xxxi. 17). 

* Kg. Num. v. 6 ; Judg. xvi. 30, etc. Thus a friend is "as one's own soul," 
1 Sam. xviii. 1, 3 ; Deut. xiii. 7— i.e. trusted as one's own self; or dear as life ? t 
(1 Sam. XX. 17). 

•Gen. L 20, 21, 24, ii. 7, 19, ix. 10, 12, 16, xlvi. 15, 18, 22 ff., 27; Ex. 
i. 5, X. 4, 16, xii. 18 f., xvi. 16 ; Lev. ii. 1, iv. 2, 27, v. 1, 4, 15, 17, 21, vii. 18, 
20, 21,*25, 27, xi. 10, 46, xvii. 10, 29 ; xix. 8, xx. 6, 25, xxii. 3, 11. xxiii. 29 f., 
xxiv. 17, 18, xxvii. 2 ; Num. xvii. 80, xix. 13, 20, 28. Especially frequent 
"to destroy a soul from among the people"; cf. Gen. xvii. 14. Especially 
strong, "the blood of a soul," Prov. xxviii. 17. 

* So "to get souls," in the sense of getting persons as slaves, Gen. xiL 5 ; 
Lev. xxii. 11. So " to smite souls "=to take life, Gen. xxxvii. 21 ; Num. xxxi. 
19, XXXV. 11, 15, 30 ; Josh. xx. 3, 9. So " souls " for " people" in the phrase 
" despised by people," B. J, xlix. 7. 

' Lev. xxi. 1 f., xxii. 4, xix. 28 ; Num. v. 2, ix. 6, 10 (more precisely nO VDJ, 
vL 6). 

* Judg. xvi. 30 ; 1 Sam. xvii. 55 ; Num. xxiii 10 ; Gen. xii. 13, xix. 19 f. 
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embodied in the blood like the spirit in the breath, no matter 
whether it is more accurately expressed as " the soul is in the 
blood," ^ or more boldly as " the blood which is the souL" * 

Hence we see the special significance of the " heart " (A) ® 
in the religious terminology of the Old Testament. The heart, 
as the centre from which the blood circulates, is the centre 
of the soul's activity — the centre not merely of the world of 
feelings and wishes, but likewise of the plans and counsels of 
the understanding, and of the conscience.* " Without heart ** 
means " without understanding." ^ It is not the head or the 
brain but the heart, which the Hebrew considers the seat 
of thought, of counsel, of conscience, and of moral guidance. 
A new heart means a complete change of thoughts, views, 
and aims. This soul, as the irredeemable jewel, is the 
peculiar treasure of man's personality. The oldest writings 
of the Hebrews are fond of describing it by poetic expressions, 
which are meant to indicate its unique value. It is the glory 
of a man ; ® it is " his only one " ^ for the deliverance of which 
all else must be surrendered and sacrificed. 

The simple facts of the Old Testament use of language in 
reference to man in his natural condition, as we have just 
stated them, easQy explain how the three principal terms — 
spirit, soul, and body — may be used in relation to each other 
in very different senses, so that scholars have ample scope for 

^ Lev. xvii. 11a. 

^ Gen. ix. 4 ; Lev. xvii. lib (where fi^D^^l and )2D*1 are explanatory glosses). 
(Deut. xii. 23). 

* Parallel with this we haye in poetry niv3i to include the more delibate in- 
ternal organs of life (Ps. xvi. 7, xxvi. 2, D^];d ; Ps. xl. 9 ; anp, Ps. Ixiv. 7 ; 
ciii. i. (D^Dm). 

* E.g. Ex. iv. 21 ; Gen. vi. 5, viii. 21 ; Josh. vii. 5, xi. 20 ; Prov. iv. 23, xt. 
18 f., xvi. 5, 23, xxiv. 32 ; Isa. x. 7 ; B. J. xlii. 25 ; Job xii. 2f.; Judg. xvi. 
17 ; Ps. li. 12, ''a pure heart " iB==c<m8cientia bofia. Wendt is quite right in 
remarking that the German word "Sinn ** is a better rendering of the word 37 
than the word ** Herz." 

* Ho8. vii. 11 ; Jer. v. 21 ; Prov. xvii. 16, etc.; senseless. 
« Gen. xlix. 6 ; Ps. vii. 6 (xvi. 9. Ivii. 9, cviii. 2), nn3. 

"^ mW, Ps. xxii. 21, XXXV. 17 ; Job ii. 4 ; Ps. xlix. 9. 
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the exercise of their ingenuity in constructing out of them a 
complicated system of psychology. It is self-evident that the 
spirit, the force breathed into man by God, awaking life in 
him, belonging to all men alike and returning to God, can be 
distinguished from the soul, the separate personal life of the 
creature, which comes into existence whenever the spirit that 
proceeds from God renders a portion of matter capable of inde- 
pendent existence, and which consequently exists in relation 
to God as a separate creature. And it is still more self-evident, 
that this soul and this spirit can be distinguished from the bodily 
substratum within which they develop their vital energy. 

Consequently, unless one carefully studies the context of 
the passages compared, one can easily persuade oneself that 
there is already in the Old Testament that threefold division 
of man into body, soul, and spirit, which is certainly found in 
the later Jewish schools of philosophy that came under the 
influence of Greek thought, and which thus found its way 
naturally into the thought of several New Testament writers.^ 
But every unprejudiced person, on obserA'ing how these 
terms are interchanged in the frankest manner possible, or 
supplement each other, will acknowledge that even the 
appearance of justification for such a view has vanished.^ If 
the spirit be regarded as the life that has become the man's 
own, then it is not a substance alongside of the soul, but that 
very life which the person feels to be the source of his 
activity ; only, if one speaks of spirit, the emphasis fulls on 
the vital force common to all men, which connects them with 
God ; whereas, when the soul is mentioned, men's personal 
feelings, experiences, thoughts, and wishes are put in the fore- 
ground. The soul, like the spirit, leaves a man at death, and 
it returns to one who returns to life.^ If a man's spirit is 

* 1 These, v. 23 ; Heb. iv. 12. 

' Most clearly Job xii. 10, vii. 11 ; B. J. xxvi. 9. 

' 1 Kings X. 5 ; Judg. zt. 19 ; Pa. Ixxvii. 4, cxlvi. 4 ; 1 Sam. xxx. 12 ; cf. 
Gen. xxxY. 18 ; 1 Kings xvii. 21 ; 2 Sam. i. 9 ; Jonah ii. 8, iv. 8 ; Ps. cvii. 5 
(jnst as we say "life is going," " conscfousuess is going") ; cf. Ps. xxxi. 6. 
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broken, saddened, distressed, his soul is also broken, saddened, 
and distressed.^ In fact, spirit may often be parallel with 
heart, because the same conditions of life may, in respect of 
foi-Tii, be represented as increase or decrease of the vital 
force and energy, and, in respect of contents, as special moods 
of individual experience and temperament.^ And just as 
spirit and heart stand parallel to each other, we likewise find 
soul and heart combined ; in which case " with all the soul " 
denotes full personal acquiescence, and '* with all the heart," 
full determination of the mind.^ Now the Ego as a sentient 
personality is called not merely "my soul" but likewise, 
although more rarely, " my body," " my bones," — in so far, 
that is, as it refers to bodily states.^ Such being the perfect 
freedom which we find in popular and poetic diction, we can 
only declare it certain that a distinction is always drawn 
between the bodily substratum and the life revealed in it. 
But this life which is revealed in the body is, at one time, 
described as spirit, when the emphasis is to be put on the 
power of life and will which has its origin in and is con- 
nected with God, and which is common to all men ; and, at 
another, as soul, i.e. heart, when the individual personal life 
produced by God is to be spoken of with its world of ex- 
periences or viewa* Of course the words are never absolutely 
synonymous. 

The Old Testament is, at any rate, as far as possible from 
holding the idea of a pre-existent soul which is clothed with 
a body, that it may live an earthly life, whether as a promo- 
tij^n, or whether it is in this way degraded from its own 

^ Gen. zxvi. 85 ; Ex. yi. 9 ; B. J. liv. 6 ; 1 Sam. i. 15 ; cf..l Sam. i. 10 ; Job 
zzi. 4 ; Judg. zviii. 25 ; 2 Sam. zvii. 8. 

* Ex. zzzv. 21 ; Pa. zxxiv, 19, li. 19 ; B. J. Ivii. 15 ; cf. Pa. Ixzvii. 4, 7, 
Ixzyiii. 8, cxllii. 4 (1 Sam. i. 15 ; cf. Ezek. iii. 7 ; laa. zxiz. 24 ; cf. Pa. zcv. 
10). Also B. J. liv. 6, Ixv. 14, Prov. xv. 13, Pa. cxlvii. 8, ciz. 16, li. 12 (cf. 
Ivii. 8, cviii. 2, cxii. 7) ahow the cloae affinity of the terms. 

' Deat. iy. 29, x. 12, xi. 13, xxx. 6 ; Josh. xxii. 5. 

* Pa. yi. 8f., xyi. 9, xxzii. 8, xxxy. 9, IL 10, Ixiii. 2, Ixxxiy. 3. 
» Cf. Wendt, U, 27. 
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higher spiritual existence and forced into the bonds of 
the material world. In the oldest passage in which such 
a view has been discovered/ the simpler expression, "The 
Lord killeth, and maketh alive/' has as its parallel the 
poetically bold declaration, " He hurleth down to Sheol, and 
raiseth up." But there is here nothing more than a conviction 
of God's absolute power over life and death, over the upper 
world as over the world of shades.^ Of a sojourn of unborn 
beings in the realm of Sheol the writer is not even thinking. 
Nor can the passage in Job i. 21 serve as a proof of any such 
thought. When Job says " Naked came I out of my mother s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither,'' his meaning cannot 
be that the womb out of which he came is the womb of 
Sheol, in which his soul had sojourned before his birth. For 
in other passages of the book the development of the embryo 
in the womb is conceived of as a direct act of God's creative 
power, and regarded as the genesis of personality.* With 
an inexactitude allowable in poetry two things are identified 
which are not exactly co-extensive, — existence in the womb of 
the earth, the common mother of all, after a life of conscious- 
ness, and existence in the womb of one's mother previous to this 
life of consciousness.^ The point emphasised is simply this, 
that neither condition admits of possessions or honour. 

It is somewhat different with the expression in Ps. cxxxix. 
15, "When I was curiously wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth." Elsewhere "the lowest parts of the earth" 
denotes the realm of the dead,* and in a Psalm of so very 
late a date, we might quite well expect a reference to the 
Hellenistic doctrine of pre-existence, which is quite clearly 
referred to afterwards in the Apocrypha,® At all events, the 
view that the psalmist is here speaking of a soul's existence 
in Sheol previous to its life on earth is very much more 

* 1 Sam. iL 6. « Jast as in 2 Kings 7. 7 (Ps. ix. 14) ; Dent xxxii. 39. 

* E,g, Job X. 8 ff. * Cf. Ecclus. xl. 1. • Ps. Ixiii. 9. 

* Wisd. Sol. Tiii. 19 f. (Tu Marcellus eris. Virg. JEn, yi. 713 ff., 884), 
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probable than the fantastic notion that he means to express 
a hope that his personality will be re-born after death in 
the world of shades. But since the psalmist in ver. 13 
simply expresses the popular view as to the origin of human 
life, and since he must have confused soul and body, were he 
to speak here of pre-existence, there is nothing left for us 
but to suppose that this dark expression must be intended as 
a poetical description of the mysterious origin of an infant's 
life.i 

In the account of creation which B gives, he directly 
contradicts the doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul. The 
body is formed first, and then the soul is breathed into it. 
Consequently man is, so to speak, first body, then soul.^ By 
the manifestation of the creative Spirit of God, a portion of 
matter is made capable of a separate existence — in other words, 
it receives a soul. And A's account of creation is in no way 
different from this. Through God's creative word man comes 
into being, possessed of body and soul ; and by ordinary genera- 
tion a second man was begotten " in the image of Adam." 
Consequently the whole man, not merely the body, depends 
on the development of the species. The blessing of fruitful- 
ness is given to men in the very same terms as to beasts.' 
Hence human life is primarily only one of the forms in which 
animal life is manifested. In relation to God it is simply a 
created thing, just as the life of beasts is. 

All through the Old Testament this is the standpoint from 
which the relation of man to God is measured. Even if the 
name EnosB (^^J?) does not, by its very etymology, point to 
the frailty and weakness of man, it is beyond all doubt 
frequently used in this signification.* The old narrative calls 
man " flesh ; " ^ and A classes man and all other animals 

^ In Ezek. xviii. i, of course, the phrase, "Every soul belongs to God," merely 
means that God concerns Himself as much about the life of one as about the life 
of another. 

* Gen. ii. 7. » Gen. i. 22, 26, 28, v. 3. 

* Ps. viii. 6 (Job XXV. 6). * Gen. vi. 3. 
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together as " flesh." Hence, in the song of the early psalmist, 
it is the highest proof of God's love and glory that He bestows 
such high honour on a being so insignificant by nature as man.^ 
The truly pious address God with the full consciousness of 
being but " dust and ashes." * And all the writers of the 
Old Testament speak in this strain. He who is born of 
woman, formed of clay, whom the breath of the Almighty has 
made, stands over against the spiritual personal God as a 
weak creature of the dust Being flesh, and therefore mortal, 
he cannot be measured by the standard of divine being.^ God 
remembers that man is but a wind that passeth away and 
Cometh not again.^ He knoweth the children of men who 
must go down to the pit.^ Man, even as man, is not in a 
position to contend with God, and to enter into judgment with 
Him. Even were he innocent, he could not answer for him- 
self.® But he cannot be innocent. Every son of man is by 
nature vain, deceitful, weak, and full of faults.^ Hence, 
" Cursed is the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh 
his arm ! " Foolish is he who is afraid of man that shall die, 
and of the son of man who shall be made as grass.^ His 
generation is fleeting and frail. Were God to take back His 
breath to Himself, then all men would become dust.® " Cease 
ye from man in whose nostrils is a fleeting breath, for wherein 
is he to be accounted of ? " ^® 

' Ps. yiii. 5. • Gen. xviii. 27. 

• Ps. Ivi. 6, 12, Ixv. 3, Ixxviii. 39 ; cf. Job iv. 19, xiv. 1 ff., xxxiiL 6 ; Isa. 
xxxi. 3, 8 ; B. J. M. 2. 

' E^K> especially frequent in antithesis to God (Ps. ix. 21, x. 18, Ivi. 2; 
B. J. IL 12) ; **Not to be measured by the divine standard" (Job vii. 7, 12, 16, 
18 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 39, Ixxxix. 48, cxliv. 3). 

• DnR"^3ai Ezek. xxviii. 2-7, xxxi. 14. Even Ezekiel's usual phrase for him- 
self when addressed by God, D1K~]3* has this meaning, ii. 1, 3, 8, iii. 1, 3, 4, 
10, 17, iv. 1, vi. 2, vii. 2, viii. 6, and often. 

•Job ix. 2, 11 ff., 19 ff., 29 ff.; Jer. xii. 1. 

' Hos. xi. 9 ; Job xiii. 25 f., 28, xiv. 1, 4, xv. 16, xxv. 4 ; cf. Ps. xxxix. 6, 7, 
12, Ixii. 10. 

• Jer. xvu. 5 ; B. J. li. 12. • Ps. civ. 29 ; Job xxxiv. 14 ff. 

w Isa. u. 22. (The attribute, " fleeting,*' is got from 7\DVh and its context ; 

cf. rrn, ^3n.) 
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Accordingly, that false contempt for the body into 
which, like every age of declension, later Judaism fell, 
has no foundation at all in the healthy realism of the 
Old Testament religion. And the pious in Ismel are 
equally free from the self-exaggeration of Greek spirit- 
ualism, in which the difference between man and God 
dwindles away to one of degree. Man is an animal being, 
like all around him. And even according to the view of B, 
it appears to be just what must as a matter of course befall 
man, when regarded solely from the side of nature, — that he 
should, when his individual life is over, return to the dust 
whence he was taken, and that the Spirit of God which 
animates him should be withdrawn from him, as from other 
individual earthly beings. For in this narrative death is, it is 
true, a punishment for sin, and there is a possibility of man 
" living for ever," should he eat of the tree of life. But this 
simply shows that such " eternal life " is not dependent 
solely on man's own development. Accordingly, when God 
intimates his punishment to the man. He says, just as if He 
were speaking of something quite in accordance with the 
nature of things, " till thou return unto the ground ; for out 
of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto dust shall 
thou return." ^ 

2. But although the Old Testament includes man, so far 
as his natural life is concerned, in the same class as the other 
living creatures of earth, it is equally certain that it likewise 
recognises a special dignity and glory which belongs to man 
alone, of all earthly beings, and which raises him not merely 
comparatively but absolutely out of the ranks of the animals. 
Thus the singer of Ps. viii.* exults because, by God's unmerited 
grace, " man is but a little lower than the Elohim." For he 
does not mean to speak of God as God. He does not say 
'' he is but a little lower than Thou," or a little lower than 
" Jehovah." The Septuagint and the Targum give the mean- 

^ Gen. iii. 19. • Pa. viii. 6. 
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ing quite correctly, although they limit the meaning of the 
word too much, when they translate " than the angels," Hence 
man is certainly lower than the class of divine, spiritual, ruling 
beings. He is still " flesh." But he stands, in the constitu- 
tion of the world, next to this class of beings ; there is only 
a slight gap between them. Indeed, " the breath of man is a 
lamp of the Lord." ^ Man is not merely, like the rest of 
nature, a revelation of God to others, but to himself also. 
The Spirit of God is for him not merely a vivifying spirit, 
but also the spirit of a conscious, personal, moral life — tlie 
spirit of wisdom, of might, of art, of prophecy. He is not 
merely an instrument for the spirit, as nature is ; but he is 
able by the help of the Spirit to make nature itself his 
instrument. In this way he, too, is naturally put into the very 
position of influence which belongs to beings like the Elohim, 
as contrasted with flesh. He is God's vicegerent upon earth : 

" ThoQ hast put all things under his feet : 
All sheep and oxen. 
Yea, and the beasts of the field ; 
The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
Whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas." ^ 

The narrative by B of man's creation shows, in the clearest 
manner possible, this unique position of man in the category 
of created beings. The body of the man is formed by a special 
exercise of God's artistic power, as is the body of the woman 
afterwards.' The Spirit of God is communicated to the man 
by an operation which God personally performs upon him.* 
Human life is therefore regarded as in a definite personal rela- 
tion to the divine life. Man does not merely reveal this divine 
life as a natural life, in the way it is revealed by the other forms 
of individual life in nature ; he reveals it as a life personally 
active, self-conscious, and free. Hence the other terrestrial 
creatures are created with express reference to man.^ He is 

> Prov. XX. 27. « Ps. viiL 7-10. 

» Gen. ii. 7, 21, 22, ny, n33). * Gen. ii. 7 (cf. on the other hand, ver. 19). 

> Gen. ii 19 (different in A). 
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givea the right of naming them, and thus of showing himself 
their master by His knowledge of them.^ These expressions 
imply that man is the ruler of every created thing that lives 
on the earth. In relation to him, the other living things are 
his property. Hence, too, the life of an animal can be given 
to God as an atonement for human sin, while the body of the 
animal is used as human food.^ Thus man, though as a 
terrestrial being mere dust and ashes, is, by the grace of God, 
exalted high above every other creature that lives on the 
earth. 

In harmony with these ideas, man is represented all through 
the Old Testament as exalted in a unique manner above 
all the inhabitants of earth. For him God has, in a special 
sense, emptied out upon the earth the cornucopia of His 
blessings.^ Man is capable of holding personal communion 
with God, and of living a life that reaches out beyond space 
and time. The Spirit of God is for him not merely the 
spirit of life, but also the spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing, of counsel and might. To get convinced of this, one 
requires but to refer to Israel's covenant with God, to his 
position of sonship, and to the figures of the prophets who 
are considered worthy of proclaiming " the word of God." 
As a spiritual and personal being, man is the goal of 
creation. 

We find this belief most clearly expressed in A's account 
of creation. Before God creates man as the crown of His 
creative work on earth He takes counsel, so to speak, with 
Himself as to His intentions. He does not say, " Let there 
be men," but " let us make man." * Man is something new, 
not merely a higher stage in the animal world. And with 
all the emphasis of repetition it is said that God made man 

^ Gen. ii. 19 (and whatsoever the man called every living creatare, that was 
its name). 

^ So Gen. iii. 21, ir. 4. (According to A it was only after the flood that the 
life of the animals became the property of man, Gen. ix. 3 S. ; Lev. xvii. 11). 

« ?s. civ. 16 ff. * Gen. i. 26. 
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** in His own image," " after His own likeness." ^ It is now 
rightly acknowledged that these famous words cannot denote, 
as the old Protestant orthodoxy maintained, a state of moral 
perfection snch as no longer characterises men as we find 
them in the world of experience. For apart from the fact 
that A knows nothing of a fall, but simply makes Seth 
succeed Adam, it is said in Gren. v. 1,3, in direct reference to 
man being created in the image of God, that Adam in turn 
b^at a son, Seth, in his own image. And the same narrator 
speaks later on quite naively ' of actual men who lived after 
the flood as ** made in the image of God." ^ 

Nor can this expression, at least in its most special 
nuance, refer to a bodily likeness between man and God. 
True, it should not be denied that the body, as expressing 
the self-manifestiug personality, must have seemed to this 
narrator to have the likeness of God, and to bear the 
stamp of the dignity characteristic of human nature. The 
human form is, as a matter of course, the form in which 
both God and the angel of God appear. And in view of 
the attention paid in these early ages to the visible and 
the sensuous, this side of it must not be too lightly estimated. 
But in the religion of the unportrayable God, and especially 
in this writer, that cannot be the full meaning of the expres- 
sion. Still less can it be exhausted by the thought of 
man's lordship over nature. This is merely the natural con- 
sequence of such special dignity, just as it is also connected 
in Ps. viii. with his relation to the Elohim. 

In the connection in which it occurs this expression admits, 
in my opinion, of only one meaning. In contrast with the 

* Gen. i. 26, v. 1. The difference between D^ and rWDl i« simply the differ- 
ence between the concrete and the abgtraci. In like manner 3 and 3 correspond 
(comparing him with the likeness side by side, including him in the likeness). 

' Oen. ix. 6. 

* The New Testament also does the same (1 Ck)r. xi. 7, James iil 9), althongh 
on the other hand, following the philosophy then in vogne which referred 
Gen. L to the Ideal Man, the Logos, it takes this " made in the image of God " 
as expressing the ideal of humanity. 

VOL. IL B 
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material, transitory, limited nature of " the flesh/' there is 
the Elohim nature, which finds perfect, personal expression in 
God Himself, who is a spiritual, eternal, independent Being, 
self-ruling, self-conscious, personal, and almighty. This nature 
man does not possess. He is a material being, belonging to 
the category of " flesh." But, on the basis of the material, 
he alone of earthly beings reflects this spiritual, personal 
nature. The image is the stamp left by a living spiritual 
Being upon an inferior sensuous substance. Thus the seal 
of the Elohim nature is stamped, as it were, on the substance 
of the fleshly nature. On the basis of impersonal life, man 
is to be personal ; on the basis of a transitory life, spiritual ; 
on the basis of a limited, sensuous life, morally free. 

3. Whether aboriginal man ever possessed a special 
nobility of nature, which was afterwards lost, is a question 
the solution of which can be sought for only in the accounts 
by B and A of the origin of man. For it will hardly be 
maintained that any other Old Testament writer even hints 
at such an idea.^ As an answer to this question, the view 
given in B's narrative is perfectly decisive.^ Beyond all 
doubt he tells us of a first sin, and certainly, therefore, of a 
previous condition in which there was as yet no actual sin — 
that is to say, he tells us of a state of innocence.^ Now, 
if we have been right in taking this narrative, with its 
miraculous trees and speaking animals, as mythical, it 
cannot at any rate be meant to teach us anything about 
the historical condition of aboriginal man. It accordingly 
gives us the thoughts of Old Testament saints as to the 
power of sin over humanity in general, and as to the 



^ How little Old Testament piety hesitated to acknowledge with gratitude 
the fall glory of human nature, even in men as they now are, is shown by 
Ps. yiii. Even the late declaration in Eccles. yii. 29, '* God made men upright, 
but they hare sought out many inrentions," is merely a statement of belief 
regarding God the Creator, not a historical testimony as to man's original con- 
dition. 

« Gen. ii. ih-iv. ' Gen. ii 7-25. 
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essence and origin of human sin apart from its particular 
development in different individuals. But even one who 
imagines he can treat this narrative as historical, provided he 
really wishes to take a meaning out of the passage and not 
put one in, will soon realise the truth of these words of 
Schleiermacher : ^ " Even were the question as to whether this 
section was meant to be historical distinctly answered in the 
affirmative, nevertheless we should not get anything out of it 
from which we could obtain a historical knowledge of such a 
state of innocence." Everything that this narrative actually 
tells us, follows as a matter of course, as soon as it is under- 
stood to speak of mankind, and that, too, in a condition prior 
to the first sin. The knowledge of the man consists, first, in 
his recognising the woman as part of himself — ^in other words, 
in having right natural feelings ; ' and, secondly, in giving the 
animals names — ^in other words, in maintaining lordship over 
the creatures primarily by speech, inasmuch as knowledge is 
the first stage of appropriation.' The moral condition of 
mankind is not described any further than by stating tbat 
the man and the woman in living together are not ashamed 
of being naked ; ^ that is to say, they possess that innocence 
of childhood with which every human life starts afresh, and 
which is probably the uncorrupted starting-point of morality, 
but at all events not its goal It is simply assumed as self- 
evident that there was, previous to the fall and to the experi- 
ence which it afforded of sin and guilt, a state of unconscious 
innocence.' Finally, as regards the religious relationship of 
man to God, man hears the voice of God commanding and in- 
structing him. But that is the case afterwards even with Gain, 
not to speak of Noah and Abraham.^ So there is nothing told 
save what is absolutely self-evident There is not the faintest 
indication of an actual primitive condition being described, 

1 Olaubend, § 72. > Gen. ii. 23. ' Gen. u. 19 1 

* 0«n. ii. 26, DH'^^. * Geo. ii. 17 ; cf. iiL 7. 

« Gen. iii Off., iv. 6f., vu. 1 ff., xiL Iff. 
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much less of any doctrine regarding such a condition. In this 
narrative we can find nothing more than an expression by Old 
Testament saints of faith in the destiny and dignity of human 
nature, a faith which, in spite of all the testimony of experi- 
ence to the dimness of this nature in individual men, holds 
fast to the divine thoughts revealed in the creation of man. 

With this, the other features of the narrative correspond. 
Man is fitted for fellowship with God, and hears His voice, 
the voice of the moral law. He can and should do the will 
of God, freely and lovingly.^ The earth is given him as the 
field of his activity. It is in the first instance, by the good- 
ness of God, made a garden, so as to afford man easy work and 
innocent enjoyment.^ As speaker and thinker, he rules over 
the inhabitants of the earth, and thus the whole realm of the 
knowable and the beautiful lies open to him as his life-work.^ 
The closest and strongest of ties is made the foundation of 
all moral intercourse: the love of husband and wife, the 
marriage of one man with one woman — a union in which, 
according to God's appointment, the wife is to be a help, not 
a toy, or a being leading an idle, aimless life, but a helpmeet 
for man, in other words a human being with equal rights, not 
a slave to male tyranny.^ And the life of man, of course on 
its natural side as material and finite, is subject to dissolution, 
and returns to the dust from which it is taken. But on the 
ideal side it is capable of attaining to an eternal life, like 
that of the Elohim. In the garden of Eden there grows the 
tree of life,* to eat of which would confer indissoluble life. 
Man, as sinful, is, it is true, driven away from this tree. 
But if without sin, he would, according to the meaning 
of the narrative, have succeeded in eating of its fruit. 
Hence, immortality is certainly implied in the idea of 



1 Gen. iL 16-21. » Gen. ii. 8ff., 16. 

^ Gen. ii. 19 ff. * Gen. ii. 18, 21-24. 

^ Gen. ii. 9, iii. 22, 24 (cf. the tree of life of Bundehesch, the sacred tree of 
tlie Hindoos, of the Assyrians ; cf. Layard, Xinevrh and Babylon^ p. 426). 
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man. When human nature is thought of, apart from its 
actual disorder, it must be conceived of as not subject to 
death. But, as a sinner, man is deprived of eternal life and 
given over to death and the doom that follows. The tree of 
life grows only in the garden of Eden. Eternal life does not 
reside in human nature as such. It lies before man as his 
moral goal, dependent on communion with God and the ideal 
man. According to the narrative, this tree, like the other tree 
beside it, is certainly meant to be a real tree, having physical 
properties. But it is on the soil of religious thought that 
such trees grow and bear fruit 

It is obviously a strong point in favour of our having rightly 
gauged the bearing of this passage, that nowhere in all the Old 
Testament is there any mention made of the historical condi- 
tion of primeval man. This silence would hardly be possible, 
were such a doctrine taught in one of the most celebrated 
documents dating at least from the ninth century. Prophecy 
has to do with quite a different " state of innocence/' and with 
quite a different fall from that of Adam : with the ideal of the 
people and its fall. Of course we should not be surprised to 
find in the prophetic writings allusions to Adam and his sin, 
just as references to Abraham, Jacob, and Noah are by no 
means rare. Were there any such allusions, they would be 
mere reminiscences of the very earliest history, not doctrines 
regarding the original state of man and the fall. But it seems 
to me wrong to find such allusions in any of the Old Testament 
books that have come down to us. In Job xxxi. 3 3, it is not 
said, " If like Adam I concealed my sin ** — for that is certainly 
not the characteristic of Adam's conduct, according to the 
narrative in Genesis — ^but " If I after the manner of men kept 
my sin secret" ^ Hosea vi. 7 is to be translated, as is clear 
enough from vi. 4, v. 10, "They are as men who have trans- 
gressed a covenant," t.«. utterly untrustworthy, deceitful men.'-^ 

* Cf. P». xvii. 4, DIK ixfpythy "m men are wont to do." 

' Or else, ''They transgress Mj corenaot as if it were a human covenant*' 
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Lastly, in B. J. xliii. 27, the context shows that "the first 
father " of Israel who sinned, is not Adam, for Israel is being 
contrasted with the other nations. It is rather Jaoob-Israel 
who is meant, the real ancestor and true prototype of the 
people, who in fact appears also in Hosea and Jeremiah as 
the ancestor from whom the sin of the people has been 
inherited.^ The fall of Adam is first referred to after the 
fashion of the scribes in the Apocrypha.' 

Now if B's narrative does not warrant us in finding in the 
Old Testament the doctrine of a historical state of perfection, 
A's leads, beyond all doubt, to the same conclusion. In this 
narrative, immediately after the description of man's creation 
in the image of God, and of the blessing bestowed upon him, 
we are told how the race was continued from Seth to Noah. 
It is then simply mentioned that all this race, with the excep- 
tion of Enoch and Noah, fell into a state of deep depravity; 
and this is regarded as fully accounted for by the weakness 
of the flesh.' It is thus nowhere assumed that our first 
parents possessed a nobility of nature now lost No doubt it 
is said that man was created good, and indeed very good, like 
every created thing. But he is thereby merely declared to be, 
like all other creatures, good in his natural condition, t.e. in 
accordance with the creative will of God * — in other words, 
furnished with all the qualities of body and spirit necessary for 
such a creature. As to whether he was also good as a moral 
being, the narrative says, and can say, nothing. Creation as 
such cannot make anything either morally good or morally bad; 
nothing but the exercise of free will can do that. Creation 
can only produce what is morally indifferent, that which is 
as yet neither good nor bad, that is to say — innocence. 

From these narratives, therefore, we can infer nothing as 
to the moral and religious condition of primeval man. But 
B and A show us, we may be sure, the religious view of what 

1 Hos. xii. 4 ff. ; Jer. ix. 8. * Wiad. Sol. ii. 28 If. 

» Gen. i, 26 ff., ▼. 11 ff. * Gen. i. 31. 
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was set before humanity, as the goal and object of its being — 
that is, the divine idea of man. It is man's primary duty to 
exhibit the life of the Elohim on the natural stage of the 
material earth; he has to raise himself to the level of a 
personal, spiritual Being. He has to hold religious com- 
monion with God. For since God created man for a special 
purpose of His own, He speaks at once to His new creature 
and tells him of his vocation.^ And wherever men are 
mentioned who are regarded as true examples of a perfect 
human life, such as Enoch or Noah, it is said that they 
walked with God * — ^in other words, that they constantly felt 
that their whole life was being spent in the presence of God. 
Hence morality and religion are reckoned the most character- 
istic possessions of every one who wishes to be a true man ; 
and they are conceived of as being attainable by man as a 
personal and spiritual being. Upon this conviction that man 
was endowed at creation with a capacity for fellowship with 
Grod and for moral life, the whole religion of Israel, with its 
idea of the kingdom of God, its worship, and its prophecy, 
is founded. 

In the next place, family life belongs to the idea of man. 
God creates man " male and female," and bestows on them 
the blessing of fruitfulness. Marriage, as the union of one 
man and one woman, is the natural foundation of all the 
moral development of mankind.^ Lastly, it belongs to the 
idea of man that he should rule over the earth. Man is, by 
his knowledge and will, to appropriate to his own uses the 
soil of mother earth, as well as all its creatures, and make 
them minister to his higher life. 

4. Of special interest is the question, whether and in what 
age one can find in the Old Testament the ideal premises 

^ Gen. L 2S ff. 

' Gen. ▼. 22, vi. 9 (MK l^finn)* Somewhat different is ^3&^ iWinHi to walk 
as before the holy eye of God, that is, conforoiably to His wilL 
» Gen. L 27 1, v. 1. 
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of the doctrine of immortality, that is, the belief that eternal 
life also belongs to the idea of man. Thoughts which point in 
this direction are found in the Old Testament as far back as we 
can go. Even in the early fragment. Gen. vL 1-3, it is taken 
for granted that if mankind had not sinned by going beyond 
their proper sphere, they would have had the Spirit of God 
"ruling in them for ever'* — in other words, they would 
have been immortal Consequently we have here the notion 
that the ideal man is possessed of immortality. In B we 
have found the notion that by remaining in Eden — that is, in 
fellowship with God — man would have had everlasting life 
within his reach. It is the same fundamental thought, when 
Elijah is taken up by God to his home in heaven without 
seeing death.^ And even in A we find expression given to 
this belief when he relates, certainly in accordance with the 
primitive view of the national legend, that because "Enoch 
walked with God," God took him.^ For that expression can- 
not mean that he was cut off by a premature death. That 
would be, according to the universal view of the Old Testa- 
ment, not a reward but a punishment The idea rather is 
that Enoch, without dying, is taken up to fellowship with 
God. Consequently, when man raises himself into a true 
union with God, he is represented as fit for an everlasting 
life with God.» 

This belief that by approximating to the ideal of man — in 
other words, by living a pious God-fearing life — one may obtain 
the assurance of an everlasting life, proof against death, is still 
more strongly expressed in the older portions of the book of 
Proverbs. There it is said, " The way of righteousness is not 

^ 2 Kings iL 1-11. Certainly ver. 16 already shows some uncertainty about 
the narrative. It is clear that the chronicler, even if Ewald should be right 
in maintaining that he does not contradict the whole story (which appears to 
me not likely), passes it over in complete silence. 

* Gen. V. 21-24 (U'^rh^ in« H?^). 

' Besides, in the Izdubar epic, one may read quite a similar story about the 
hero in the legend of the flood, whom God loved. Here also our writers had 
perhaps before them elements of Chaldean legend. 
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death," ^ and " with the death of the wicked hope perisheth," ^ 
from which the opposite is inferred regarding the pious. Such 
words sound so strong that one might almost think they teach 
a doctrine of immortality. But the more closely one examines 
the language of the book and its use of the concepts " death " 
and '' life/' the more cautious will one become in dealing with 
such statements. The thought that death as a judgment, or 
a visitation of providence, can, in certain given cases, be 
avoided by wisdom, righteousness, and piety, which disarm 
the wrath of God, is often expressed in words ^ so similar that, 
even from the passages quoted, one cannot with safety infer 
more than this, — ^that, with the thought of fellowship with God 
and of close approximation to the ideal of man, there is in- 
voluntarily connected, and that too occasionally with surpris- 
ing vividness, the consciousness of an eternal life that does not 
succumb to death. Nor is there anything more than this 
implied in the Psalms which fall to be considered in connec- 
tion with this question, viz. Ps. xvi. and xvii.* 

The singer of Psalm xvi. describes in the first four verses 
his relation to God and to earthly parties. God he regards as 
his highest good. To earthly parties his illation is such that 
he says " of the saints who are in the land," " they are the 
excellent in whom is all my delight;" and that he exclaims 
in sharp antithesis to this — 

" May tbeir sorrows be maltiplied who woo other gods : 
I would rather pour out blood than offer them drink-offerings, 
And their names I will not take upon my lips." 

In the next four verses he asserts with his whole heart that 
this position which he has taken up, and all that follows from 
it, he has found to be the most desirable and delightful 
course which his soul could have chosen, so that he thanks 

* Prov. xii. 28. 

» Prov. xi. 7 ; of. xiv. 82. 

•Prov. X. 11, xi. 4, 19, 28, xui. 12, 14, xv. 24, xvi 22, etc.; cf. Pd. xxi. 
5, 7. 

* Hardly btlongiug to a very early age. 
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God and his own insight for guiding him to such a choice. 
In the last three verses the psalmist gives expression to this 
feeling of satisfaction, security, and joy : 

" Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoioeth : 
My flesh also rests securely. 
For Thoa dost not give my soul over to Sheol ; 
Neither dost Thou suffer Thy loved ones to see the pit. 
Thou showest me the path of life : 
In Thy presence is fulness of joy ; 
In Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 

As God's friend, the singer is confident that he may defy death ; 
he feels sure that God will not forsake him, will not give him 
over to death ; that he may, on the contrary, rejoice, un- 
troubled by fear or anxiety, in the happiness which results 
from communion with God, and which God bestows upon His 
owD.^ At any rate, there is no question of resurrection and a 
future life. Joy " in the presence of God " simply means the 
joy in God's fellowship, which is very often vouchsafed to the 
pious while on earth. Nor does the poet hope to rejoice at 
the right hand of God.^ He says rather that God holds in 
His right hand joy and happiness, for the purpose, that is, of 
giving them to the pious. And here, as so often elsewhere in 
the language of poetry, the expression " for evermore " does 
not exclude a normal end.' But that there can be no ques- 
tion of a complete miraculous preservation is shown by the 
general character of the phrase, " Thou dost not suffer Thy 
loved ones to see the pit," i,e. to die. Hence in themselves 
these words are merely a testimony to that sense of security 
which fellowship with God gives a man when face to face with 
some danger that threatens to be fatal Nevertheless, their 
general impression certainly is to give the reader the feeling 

1 Ps. xi. 7. 

' The passages where 2 is apparently used in such a sense can be shown either 
to depend on a verb which requires 3, as Ps. xvii. 7 ; B. J. xlv. 1, bdi. 8 ; Ezek. 
xxi. 27, or to have also the meaning "with the right hand," "in the right 
hand ; " Gen. xlviii, 18 ; Judg. xvL 29. 

' nV3 and D^ny, in this sense Ps. xxii. 27, xxi. 5, 8, 9, xli. 18, Ixi. 5 ; 1 Sam. 
i. 22, xiii. 13 ; 1 Kings i. 31, etc. 
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that conscious fellowship with God implies a consciousness 
of being raised above death — in other words, that the idea 
of man brings with it also the idea of an everlasting life 
which death cannot impair. Consequently, this Psalm can 
only tend to strengthen the impression already received that 
eternal life is implied in the idea of man. 

It is somewhat different with Psalm xvii In the opinion 
of many expositors it is meant to contain the hope of a 
resurrection. In this case the subject under discussion would 
be, not an eternal life proof against death, but the hope of 
a restoration to life through the comiug abolition of death. 
This would, however, touch quite a different side of the 
question, a question which could only find an answer in the 
hope of the Old Testament. But even this is, in my opinion, 
not the case. 

In the first five verses of his song, the poet prays, '' Help 
me according to mine innocence." ^ In the following seven 
he adds, " Deliver me, according to Thy righteousness, from 
the bloodthirsty foes who are plotting my ruin," and then 
with the malice of his adversaries fresh in his memory, he 
closes with the entreaty : 



« 



Arise, Lord, 

Confront him, cast him down : 

Deliver my soul from the wicked by Thy sword ; 

From men, by Thy hand, Lord, 

From men whose portion in life is bnt brief, 

And thon wilt fill their belly with Thy stored np wrath : 

Their children become sated with it, 

And leave the remainder of it to their sons. 

As for me, I behold Thy face in righteousness : 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness." ' 



1 Thon hast proved mine heart ; thon hast visited me in the night ; 
Thon hast tried me, and flndest nothing; 

While I meditated, I did not tranagress with my month as men are wont to do ; 
By the word of Thy lips I have kept me from the ways of the violent." 

* The reasons that have induced me to reject the usual translation of these 
confessedly difficult words, and to follow the rendering proposed by Hitzig, are 

the foUowing :— (a) "PR certainly means duration, duration of time, and then the 
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In righteousness, which alone renders such a sight possible, the 
righteous man beholds the face of God, — ^in other words, he 
has access to God, enjoys gracious fellowship with Him.^ Tliis 
thought certainly contains no reference to a future life. In 
contrast to the terrible downfall of the wicked, it simply 
testifies to the confidence of the righteous that he will enjoy 
the goodness of God " in the land of the living." Least of all 
can *' the awaking " here mentioned mean awaking from the 
sleep of death. The meaning of the word itself is enough 
to settle that. For where the word is meant to refer to 
awaking from the sleep of death,^ death must be expressly 
described as a sleep. But the strongest reason why it can- 
not have this meaning is because the singer is hopeful of 
being rescued from the death by which he is threatened, 
and is therefore not expecting to die. Were such emphasis 
given to the hope of resurrection, his prayer would be utterly 

world as existing in time (Ps. zliz. 2, zzxix. 6, Ixxxix. 48 ; Job xi. 17). But 

*17nD D^nO can never mean, without fuller explanation, "men of the world*' 
as contrasted with '*men of eternity," not to speak of the fact that every one 
would expect *l7n ^DD. All mankind are "men of the world." (6) It must 
be the wicked who are described as those whose " (K)rtion in life," etc. But 
in the Old Testament D^^H never means the fleeting life of sense, but just that 
intense life, the last stage of which is eternal life. " Men whcse portion is in 
life" would mean much the same as ri»vu rnt l^tntt but never "children of the 
world." (c) If it really meant, "Thou fiUest their belly with Thy stored-up 
treasure, i,e. with blessings, they are full of children, and leave the rest of 
their substance to their babes," that would be prosperity of the very highest 
and most lasting character, such as may indeed fall to the lot of a wicked man, 
but which in that case presents itself to the e3'e of the saint as something 
quite incomprehensible, as the very hardest of puzzles (Job xxi. 6 ff. ; Mai. iii. 
14 £f.). No Old Testament saint would ever have chosen these expressions to 
describe "the fleeting joys of earth." Besides, the contrast of ver. 15 requires 
that a mournful fate should be described in vers. 13 and 14. {d) What God 
has stored up is His punishment (Job xxi. 19 ; cf. xxiv. 1), of which the children 
and the grandchildren of the wicked man are stiU to get their fiU. "To fill 
the belly" means "they must swallow it" (Job xx. 28). Hence, everything 
tends to show that these expressions depict the destruction of the wicked roan, 
to which the antithesis " but as for me " also points. Still one has the impres- 
sion that the text is corrupt to an extent which makes an absolutely certain 
exiKraition impossible. 

^ For this expression, eg. Gen. xliii. 5. 

< 2 Kings Iv. 31 ; Job xiv. 12 ; Jer. li. 39, 57. 
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empty and pointless.^ It may be added that the awaking 
can scarcely be understood as an awaking from ''the night 
of terror/' or *' from the particular slamber to which the 
singer was about to yield." The best meaning of it is, 
"every new morning" I shall see the likeness of God* 
He will reveal Himself to me as my deliverer. Hence 
this Psalm cannot be of any value to us in our present 
inquiry. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



EVIL OUTSIDE OF HUMANITY. 



1. The earliest parts of the Old Testament never speak 
of a superhuman evil Being as the personal cause of human 
sin, and of the ills which humanity has to suffer. It is 
true that the old fragment, Gen. vL 1—3, mentions the 
Elohim as beings whose interference with men places the 
latter in antagonism to the will of God. But in this 
story their action is certainly not represented as sinful, in 
the sense in which the later theosophy has taken it. The 
" sons of God " are not punished, or even censured. In all 
that is said about them, they are simply depicted as beings of 
unlimited power, but not at all as sinfuL Least of all are 
they the representatives of a principle of eviL The point 
of view taken in this little story is a purely natural one. 

' Cf. esp. vers. 7, 8, 9, 13, 14. If it be hia resurrection that is to ooDSole the 
psalmist, then his prayer for deliverance from present distress loses its whole 
force. 

^ This wonld give to n^lZDM a meaning something like that of a prophetic 
vision, alternating in poetry with *'to see Thy face ;" cf. Ps. zi. 7. The text 
can hardly be correct. Bat it is less probable that ']rU^DM should be read than 
that, following the LXX. (cf. Nnm. xii. 8), we should take ppn3 as a corrup- 
tion of niTns, or some such wonl (I shall be satisfied when I see Thy counte- 
nance. Thy glory). 
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No moral standard is applied to the conduct of the Elohim. 
They are " nature spirits," figures out of the ancient mythology, 
which have already become shadowy. 

The Spirit of God no doubt works evil too, but only 
because every spiritual eflTect, whether felt by the individual 
to be beneficial or baneful, is attributed to God.^ Indeed, 
even when this effect, e.g, deception, is thought of as per- 
sonified "in a spirit,"* this spirit is certainly not an evil 
spirit; he simply brings out by his action one side of the 
divine will He belongs, in fact, to the host of heaven which 
surrounds the throne of God ; and in order to execute God's 
sentence of condemnation he becomes a lying spirit. Natur- 
ally also God's messengers very often appear as His active 
instruments of destruction, judgment, and death.' But they 
need not on that account be bad, any more than God Himself 
who quickens and kills, pardons and condemns. In such cases 
the moral standard is quite as inapplicable to these beings as, 
in the case of human relationships, to those state officials who 
have to discharge a disagreeable but just and necessary func- 
tion. In fact, it can be clearly proved that in the narratives 
belonging to the original book of Kings this class of baleful, 
morally or materially pernicious acts, which a later age was fond 
of transferring from God to the evil Satanic being, are still 
quite frankly ascribed to the direct agency of God.* Nor is 
there any clear example found in early days of neighbour deities 
being subsequently changed into demons, although such pro- 
cedure is so natural and necessary that it has occurred again 
and again in other ages.^ Lev. xvii. 7 belongs originally to 

1 Jadg. iz. 28 ; 1 Sam. xvi. 14, 23, zyiiL 10, xiz. 9 (xxvi. 19). 

s 1 Kings xxii. 19 ff. 

» Ex. xii. 23, n^nefe (cf. Gen. zix. 22 f. ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 16 ; 2 Kings xix. 
35 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 49. Probably, according to Jer. xxiv. 2, ''angels of misfortune " 
(Del.), not angels of damnation. But, in any case, there is nothing about 
morally bad angels. 

^ 2 Sam. xxiv. 1 ; of. 1 Chron. xxi. ; Zech. iii. 1 if. 

B Gf. the change of the Philistine god nur^S* 2 Kings i. 2, into the jSiixCi- 
/3#i;x of Matt zii. 24, 27. 
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the document of A ; and besides, the Setrim ^ here mentioned 
are not evil beings at all, but rather, according to ver. 8 ff., a 
species of satyrs to whom it was customary to offer a share 
of the sacrifice in the open fields ; and they certainly belong 
not to Old Testament religion, but^o the highly coloured 
creations of popular fancy. 

In like manner, the figure of Azazel, which plays such a 
prominent rdle in A's description of the day of atonement, 
cannot be used as a clue to what ancient Israel thought 
regarding evil outside of humanity. We have already shown 
that this name must certainly be understood as describing 
a mighty being, to which one of the animals presented as a 
sin-ofTering is sent, laden with the guilt from which Israel has 
now been freed, as a visible token that there is no longer any 
guilt in IsraeL We have also seen that this mighty being 
must be conceived of as hostile to the God of Israel. But 
even although the whole custom were really a very ancient one, 
it would be of little service to us in our present inquiry. In 
any case, there is no question of a morally evil being which I 
causes and loves sin, of a Satan in the Neo-Judaic sense.] 
Even if we give the words the widest possible meaning, we 
have to deal only with a kakodaemon (evil demon) in the 
ancient sense, i.e. not an ethically bad spirit, but a malevolenV^V" 
destructive one. Perhaps a being regarded by the kindred 
Semites as divine, was degraded to this position by mono- 
theism. The idea is that outside the sacred camp, where 
there is no covenant with the true God, and where holy 
fellowship with Him is at an end, an unclean being, driven 
out from the sanctuaries of Israel, bears sway. Azazel 
is certainly " a prince (?) of this world," and, in fact, of a 
world lying in wickedness, unredeemed. But, of course, it 
means nothing more than that this world is felt to be 
excluded from the blessings of the covenant, and this power 
to be impure and vicious. From such a notion as this. 
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fragmentary as it is and certainly not a product of the forces 
most characteristic of the Old Testament religion, one would 
have no right to deduce the doctrine of a personal being 
\vho is the cause of human sin. Least of all is this the case 
when the passage, as a constituent part of A, gives us no 
guarantee that the whole custom is of high antiquity. 

The only passage of an early date where there is mention 
of evil outside of humanity in connection with human sin 
and its origin, and that, too, in such a way that it is repre- 
sented as an incarnate principle of temptation and malice, 
belongs to B's account of the origin of human sin.^ Certainly 
any one, who holds this account to be a narrative of 
events that actually happened, has not the slightest right to 
speak here of a principle of sin or even of a devil. Least of 
all, of course, ought he to introduce the absurd idea of an evil 
spirit (?) working through an animal. For such an one the 
whole account must run its course within the limits of 
natural history. The serpent cannot be to him anything 
more than the words represent, a beast of the field which the 
Lord God made. It is merely said that it was more crafby 
than the other beasts ; and in like manner the subsequent 
punishment is closely restricted to the natural life of this 
animal as an animal.^ 

It is very different if we take the whole narrative as a 
religious myth. Then the serpent (as it was from the first, 
not as it became in consequence of an occurrence of this 
kind) is a type of the seductive power by which man is 
assailed, a type which is naturally suggested as soon as 
the thought occurs, a type not arbitrarily chosen as in an 
allegoiy, but born as soon as the idea itself. No wonder the 
serpent figures so largely in proverbs ! * With the irresis- 
tible fascination of its eye, the iridescent hues of its skin, its 

' Gen. iii. ' Gen. iii. 1, 14. 

* Herder, OeUt der ebrdUcTien PoesUy i. 149 flf. Also in Micah vii. 17, it ia the 
type of all that is contemptible, and repugnant to a healthy mind. 
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stealthy gliding motion, quick and startling as a lightning- 
flasb, and its poisonous fang, it is a natural type of the hostile 
power that ensnares humanity. Indeed the serpent is well-nigh 
ubiquitous in the world of religious imagery.^ Almost every 
nation sees something demonic in it, be that something 
truly divine, or be it destructive. Thus the conception of 
the serpent, as tempter, is found in the mysteries of Demeter 
as well as in the primitive legends of Persia.^ It is called 
by the Greeks ' as well as by the Phoenicians '' the fieriest 
and most spiritual of all animals," and by the Cretans 
" divine," the symbol of spiritual power and the highest 
wisdom, the giver of oracles. Among the Somans it is 
the incarnation of genius. And this thought is found even 
among the primitive religions of Africa and America. 
Hence we may confidently assume that the narrator meant 
the serpent to symbolise a seducing power, a view which 
the post-canonical age of Judaism considered to be self- 
evident* 

At all events there is absolutely no question of a personal 
evil being. Symbols may represent a power or a principle, 
but not an individual Least of all is it a question of a 
being that has become evil. The serpent is one of the 
animals which the Lord God made, and is simply craftier 
than the others. The whole story receives a solution as 
simple as it is religiously suggestive, when we think of the 
serpent as embodying the power of temptation, as it must 
present itself to men apart from their actual shortcomings aud 
sins. Animal life as endowed with egoism and sensuous 

^ Cf. e.g, Noldeke, ** Die Schlange nach arsbischem Yolksglaiibeii ** (Zeitschr, 
fUr Vdlkerpityehologley Ton Lazarus and Steiuthal, 1860, i. 412 If.) Bandissin, 
** Stadien znr semitischen Religionsgeschichte," Heft L Abth. 4 (Stfmbolik dtr 
Schlange), 

'ScheUiDg, Abth. iL Bd. i. Windischmann, ZorooutrUcht Studien, eJ. 
Spiegel, 1863. 

* Cf. Weloker, Lc, i. 63. Porphyrius in Eusebios, Praep, ev., ed. Diud. i. 
50. Philo, Fragm. 9. 

* Wifld. Sol. it 24 ; Rev. xx. 2. 
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appetites, is ordained and willed by God in so far as it is 
animal, and is therefore good. It is, in fact, the highest class 
of created being; and without it neither individual existence 
nor development is possible. Kow, as soon as this sort of life 
confronts man, who has been created for a personal, spiritual 
life, it must become to him a principle of temptation. It must 
confront him. For growing up as he does out of animal 
life, he cannot but hear the voice of animal instinct inciting 
him to rebel against the moral law of obedience and of 
that moderation in enjoyment, on which depends the develop- 
ment of his life as willed by God. Consequently, though this 
instinct of the flesh, of the animal life, is good as implanted 
by God, and when in a non-personal creature, it necessarily 
becomes for man the principle of temptation. It makes him 
hate the limits imposed upon his enjoyment as a burdensome 
check upon self, which he feels to be an irksome restraint It 
represents the limits which God has fixed for man as due to 
God's envy and jealousy of his full and complete development 
It makes the transient, inferior good appear the highest, and 
gives it, as being forbidden, a charm which, of itself, it would 
never have.^ Thus here also there is nothing about a personal, 
morally evU power, hostile to God. As for the principle of a 
material, selfish, that is, animal life, how it must of necessity 
become an annoyance and a temptation to man, — how it will 
set him at variance with God and His law, and through a lie 
seemingly founded on divine truth deceive him as to his true 
goal and his eternal happiness, — all that is here embodied 
in an incomparably beautiful manner in the serpent, which is 
at home even in Eden, and which, as an animal created by 
God, is neither fallen nor evil, but becomes the cunning and 
deceitful seducer of man. 

2. We undoubtedly find that, about the time of the Exile, 
stronger expression is given to the idea of superhuman 
powers antagonistic to the advance of the kingdom of God, 

^ Gen. ill. 1, 4, 5. 
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The gods of the heathen world appear in a form that closely 
approximates to the notion of malevolent powers hostile to 
the salvation and sovereignty of God.^ And when the post- 
exilic prophet speaks of a judgment on the host of heaven,^ 
the stars must have been, after the Exile, regarded as the 
tutelary gods of the hostile kingdoms, who are rebels against 
God but not possessed of equal might. Still their struggle is, 
properly speaking, one not of morals but of might ; and the 
passage is a very late one. And it is of equally little 
religious significance that here and there in the exilic books 
we meet with ghosts and apparitions, such as originated 
in the imaginations of other oriental nations, and gradually 
took hold of the Jewish imagination also.' Such mention 
of them, as well as the naive use of mythological imagery,* 
is simply a testimony to the influence, upon these writers, of 
the language and the poetry of the people. 

In the literature later than the eighth century there are 
really only two passages that bear on our question, viz. the 
prologue to Job and the third chapter of Zechariah. In both, 
an individual superhuman personage is mentioned, who stands 
in the closest relation to temptation and evil, viz. Satan. 
This name, which occurs in some other passages of Hebrew 
literature, expresses at any rate the idea of hostility.^ Satan 

^ Dnc^* Certainly, even in Assyrian, Shidu denotes not the gods in general 
but demonic beings. In snch passages, however, as Deut. xxxiL 17 and Ps. 
cvi. 87, the heathen gods and demons seem to merge into one another. 
Azazel is also an instance of the same kind (Baudissin, 133, 140). 

' B. J. xziv. 21 ff. Closely akin is the judgment inflicted on the gods of 
Egypt (Exod. xii. 12 ; cf. Isa. xix. 1). 

» B. J. xiii. 21, xxxiv. 14. The D^^yb of Lev. xvii. 7 are also in the Fame 
category. The D^*^ and D'^^K* on the other hand, are probably wild beasts of the 
desert. 

* E.g, Job ix. 13. 

* |Db^n. For the word, cf. especially Num. xxiL 22, 32, where ** the angel 

of God places himself right in Balaam's way " "h p36» or 1 Sam. xxix. i ; 
2 Sam. xix. 23 (Matt xvi. 23) ; 1 Rings v. 18, xu 14, 23, 25. If the book 
of Job were post-exilic, the working out of this conception might be con- 
nected with the development of thought to which Israel was led by becoming 
acquainted with the conceptions of Inner Asia. 
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luay therefore be taken as the adversary of human happiness 
and virtue. Both the above passages we must now submit 
to a somewhat careful examination. 

Satan, and the activity he displays in opposing the saint, 
belong probably to the mythical material, by the use of 
which the book of Job has been made the work of art that 
it is. At least it is in favour of this view that, in the purely 
poetical part of the book, no more attention is paid to him. 
Among the sons of God who gather round the kingly throne 
of the Most High — who are, in other words. His most con- 
fidential and privileged servants, — Satan also finds a place. 
He is responsible to God ; he does not act without His 
permission, and consequently he is never really censured by 
Him.^ He is, therefore, in the service of God, is included in 
the divine will and in the circle of divine providence. He 
goes to and fro in the earth, on the outlook for human sin. 
Whatever he does, God does through him.* Consequently 
there seems to be in this Satan nothing more than in the 
angels of God who hurt and destroy. God's own sentences 
of condemnation and punishment are carried out by His 
messengers, who are not on that account a whit less good 
themselves, and least of all are they meant to represent a 
principle of sin antagonistic to God.* 

Nevertheless, in tlie view of the poet, it is perfectly clear 
that Satan is not merely one who executes the will of God 
from a standpoint of moral indifierence, obediently fulfilling 
all commissions, however sad their nature. His own personal 
wishes and will are on the side of evil and temptation. He 
" beguiles " God into destroying Job without cause. He envies 
and hates man as the object of God's love and trust He 
wishes to destroy faith, seeking to break the bond which 

> Cf. Job i. 6-12, ii. 1-6. 
« Job i. 12, 16, 21, ii. 6, 7. 

' Cf. e,g. Job xxxiii. 22, " the destroyers," or 2 Kings xix. 35 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 
49, etc 
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unites the saint to God, so that he ^Kf " curse God to his 
face." Unselfish piety is for him a subject of ridicule.^ 
No doubt he ventures to approach man to tempt him, only 
because God, in His zeal and wisdom, wishes to put man's 
unproved piety to the test, just as the serpent is in Paradise 
itself by divine permission. But while temptation is meant, 
according to God's plan of salvation, to strengthen faith, 
Satan intends it to drive the saint to despair.^ Consequently 
there is no doubt that Satan's personal being and will are 
thought of as closely connected with his baneful activity as 
a tempter. 

The passage in Zechariah is of a similar character. In a 
night vision the prophet sees the high priest — that is, the 
representative of Israel's reconciliation with God — standing 
before God in the filthy garments which an accused person 
wears, and Satan beside him as accuser.^ In holy indigna- 
tion God repels the accusation, "The Lord rebuke thee, 
Satan ; is not this a brand plucked from the fire ? " Had the 
accusation been received, then God's newly awakened mercy 
and the recently effected restoration of Israel would have all 
been in vain. 

Consequently here also Satan is one of God's servants, — 
but the one who, in opposition to the divine love and mercy, 
would fain bring to nought the saving fellowship of man 
with God, — ^in this instance, Israel's state of reconciliation as 
embodied in the high priest His plea is the antagonism 
existing between the divine being and human sin, the weak- 
ness and sinfulness of the creature and his liability to tempta- 
tion. He would fain cut him off from the mercy of God 
and hand him over to divine justice, which would have to 
destroy him without mercy. 

Hence, in neither passage, is Satan a being antagonistic to 
God, and equal to Him, as is the idea of dualism. Strictly 

> Job i. 9 ff., it 8 ff. • Job L 12, ii. 6. 

' Cf. the pbrases in Ps. cis. 6, " Let Sutan stand at his rigbt hand." 



Him. He is one of the superbuman servants oi ^'^' *"'* 
is submissive to His will, " merely a peculiar figur^ takeii 
from the angelology of tbat age" (BaumgarteD-Cri,^"^^'- 
Least of all is there any idea of a fallen being, '^ 
has by rebellion broken his original communion with Gr  
Kor is it to be forgotten that both passages are poetics!^ 
throughout, and not intended to teach anything dermatic y 
as to a Satan. Neither is it altogether out of place to refer \ 
by way of illustration to the accusers at Asiatic courts, for '. 
indeed two passages in Ezekiel speak of " those who bring ] 
iniquity to remembrance." ' 

But these passages at any rate show that there was a 
desire to exempt God from the acts of temptation, mischief, 
end destruction that are a necessary part of divine jurisdic- 
tion, and in the last resort good, and to ascribe them to a 
special being subordinate to Him, who was then conceived of 
as personally fitted for such an ofSce, and as performing its 
duties with zest and pleasure. This tendency is seen more 
fully developed when, in Chronicles, it is no longer God Him- 
self, who in His anger induces David to number the people, 
but Satan who misleads David in this matter.* And while 
in Job and Zechariah the name Satan is always found with 
the article, in Chronicles it occura withont the article as a 
proper name. 

3. We may now summarise the result of our investigation 
as to the Old Testament doctrine of " the devil " as follows -. — 
As the doctrine of angels is based partly on the Elohim of 
the old nature-religion, aod partly on the idea of divine 
revelation, and, in the broader sense, of divine providence, 

' pVTatD. Ezek. iii. 28, ixii, 16; cf. B. J. liiL 6, Ixiii. 9. 
' 1 Chron. xiL 1 ff, ; cf. 2 Sbid. xnir. 1 £f. ; cf. P». cii. 6. The Setrim sppear 
in 2 Cliron. xi. 15, along vith the calves of Satuiuia withoot any special 
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SO the notion of " eviJ.J)fii»gs " ie also derived from two 
distinct sources. On the one hand the remains of nature- 
religion are traceable here also. The sons of God who, as 
spirits of nature, without any moral characteristics, exercise 
a mischievous influence on human affairs, and afterwards the 
gods of the neighbouring peoples who are represented as oppos* 
ing the kingdom of God, and therefore as hostile to Jehovah, 
and under His condemnation, grow into "hostile powers." 
And the more Israel came into contact with the civilised 
religions of Chaldea and Assyria, the more the people began to 
think of the uncanny ghosts and KaKoBalftove^ of the neigh- 
bouring nations, the more also were the heavenly hosts which 
were worshipped in Chaldea conceived of as tutelary gods 
of the heathen, and consequently as objects of divine judg- 
ment And away beyond the holy land the wilderness was 
thought to be the dwelling-place of mighty beings, unearthly 
and unclean. This class of ideas, however, is absolutely 
without religious significance. 

On the other hand, we have here also the idea of divine 
providence ; and those who execute it in particular cases are A^ . 
thought of as " spirits," " angels," " sons of God." God works 
in them. Even when they deceive, tempt, hurt, and destroy, 
it is God who acts through them. They are His messengers, 
who perform His will, and therefore are not thought of either 
as hostile to Him or as fallen beings. But since the duty 
of executing this part of the divine will is specially assigned 
to one of these Mohim, to the adversary Satan, it comes 
to be involuntarily thought that he is in hearty sympathy 
with his oflBce, eager to persecute and tempt men, and full of 
hatred to the Kingdom of God and the idea of atonement, 
and especially hostile to the pious and to the ministers of 
reconciliation. To this the influence of Persian dualism 
may have contributed. At any rate such acts of divine pro- 
vidence are more and more separated from the divine per- 
sonality, which is conceived of as too exalted and pure to 
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Iiave such acts ascribed to it, as was the case in early days ; 
and they are referred to this Being, who is thereby made to a 
certain extent the representative of temptation and evil. 
But nowhere in the Old Testament is there any mention of 
hostility to God or of a fallen angel, or of a personal em- 
bodiment of evil. 

The truly grand and religiously important conception, 
which stands out prominently in B's serpent in paradise, 
the idea of the universal power of the animal principle 
which is also the power of death, has not been carried further 
in any part of the Old Testament It is only in Paul's 
doctrine of adp^ and dfiaprfa (Rom. vii.), and in John's 
doctrine of the xoa-fio^ and the ap^av rov Kocfiov that this 
thought reaches its full development. 

In the apocryphal literature the tendency to carry this 
doctrine of demons still further grew always stronger. In 
this respect the book of Tobit has quite the character of 
eastern legend. A demon Asmodi, who is in love with the 
bride of Tobias, and kills her husband, is banished by the 
smell of the liver and the heart of a fish to the confines of 
Egypt, and is there bound in chains by Raphael.^ The book 
of Enoch gives names to the princes of the evil angels,^ and 
speaks of watchmen and of nature-spirits.' The passage 
Gen." vi. 1-3 is made the starting-point of a fully-developed 
theosophy.* The book tells of angels who, being identified 
with the stars, endure the punishment of everlasting im- 
prisonment, because they did not keep to their proper course.^ 
Satan is still distinguished from the host of the fallen angels 
as a power hostile to God.^ It is the same in the Fourth 
Book of Ezra^ and in the rest of the literature of later 
Judaism. 



> Tob. iii 8, vi. 7, 14 ff. ; viii. 1 flf. " Enoch iv. 7 ff., xx., Ixix. 2 ff. 

» L 5, X. 7, XV. 8, XX. 1 flf.; cf. Ixv. 8, Ixvi. 2, Ixxv. 1, 8, Ixxix. 6, Ixxxii. 17. 

* vi. 2 flf., 7 ff., vii. 1 ff., XV. 8. » xviii. 14. 

• Uv. 6 (X. 6, 18, Azazel). ' 4 Ezra iv. 1, 86, v. 20, vL 8, x. 28. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MANIFESTATION AND NAMES OF SIN IN ISRAEL. 

1. In the earliest parts of the Old Testament, sin is almost 
invariably presented to us as nothing more than disobedi- 
ence to the statutes regulating religious, social, and civil 
life in Israel, and a violation of the good customs in vogue 
among this people ; but no occasion is taken to inquire more 
deeply into the nature of sin as affecting man's inner life. 
Sinners are described as persons who do things " that are 
not done in Israel " — in other words, things that ought not to 
happen among a people so highly favoured of God.^ They are 
men " who work folly in Israel." ^ They are called " worthless 
fellows,"^ a word which is a favourite expression in the accounts 
of the earlier monarchical period, and which was even per- 
sonified, and came to denote destruction. Their action is 
called Chamas,^ which means a breach of what is considered 
fair and honourable conduct on the part of a citizen. When 
a man does not come into conflict with the great laws just 
alluded to as regulating life and conduct, he feels himself 
righteous, an object of God's favour ; and he hopes that God's 
righteousness and truth will protect and help him in every 
time of trouble. On the other hand, the old sacred customs 
dealing with outward life, above all with matters of purifica- 
tion, and in particular the Kazirite mode of life, show that in 
earlier times no dear distinction was drawn between (moral) 

^ Gen. zz. 9 ; 2 Sam. xiiL 12 (Lev. ir. 2, 13). 

' Gen. xzzir. 7 ; Jos. vil. 15 ; Jndg. xiz. 24, 30, zz. 6, 10. 

' b}ph2, Jndg. zz. 13 ; 1 Sam. i. 16, ii. 12, z. 27, zzt. 17, 25, zxz. 22 ; 
2 Sam. zvi. 7, zz. 1, zziii. 6 ; 1 Kings zzi. 10, 13 ; Pror. zyI. 27, tl 12 

Oy^ nnii ii;*^a"^3n Uke n^jn^n ; 2 Sam. iU. 34, rH. 10). in Ps. zvlii. 5, 
the word is personiBed and pat in paialleliam with death and Shool. 
* Don, Gen. vi. 13, zvi. 5, zUz. 5 ; Ez. zziii. 1. 
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sin and (physical) imperfection and impurity. The importance 
attached to sacred form after the time of Ezekiel and A is 
certainly of a very different character. It is due not to the 
unreflecting vagueness of an undeveloped view, but to a con- 
scious bias in favour of " legalism," caused by a one-sided 
conception of God's purposes. It is, in fact, an actual obscuring 
of what the prophetic age had seen clearly ; for the meaning 
which that age gave to the will of God, and therefore also 
to sin, was far deeper and grander. Not till the perfect life of 
man was revealed in the person of Christ, was any advance 
made beyond the knowledge of sin which the prophets pro- 
claimed. Prophecy lights up the night of sin and "the ways 
of darkness " ^ with the torch of the divine Spirit, making 
them visible to their lowest depths. And the self-examina- 
tion of the psalmist-singers, under the guidance of God's 
Spirit, pierces even to the heart and reins, revealing the 
tangled web of human wickedness with all its hidden joinings. 
Here sin is taken in the purely mpml sense, as the act of a 
will perversely opposed to the divine will Physical unclean- 
ness, being regarded as non-essential in God's eyes, is now 
put into the background. The Christian preaching of repent- 
ance can be directly based on this doctrine of sin. 

2. In its most general form, sin is called Chattath,' a missing . 
of the right way, the opposite of a straight course of conduct* 
This name is given both to the strongest manifestations of sin 
and to its mildest forms.^ The word may also denote an offence 
against man.^ But in the last resort every sin is directed against 
God, the guardian of holy order.* It may be committed un- 
intentionally and unconsciously, by inadvertence, or from 
infatuation. In that case, whether committed against God or 

1 Prov. iL 13, iv. 19. 

^ nKtsn, nKtdn, KDH (of. Ewald Gram, § 166a, ii. 17da). 

» nC^. * Gen. xviii. 20 ; cf. xlL 9. 

• h KOn, Gen. xli. 9, 1. 17. 

• D^ni>K^ KOn, Pfl. li. 6 ; cf. Gen. xiii. 13, xx. 6, xxxix. 9 ; Ex. x. 17, 
xxxii. 33 ; 1 Sam. vii. 6, xiv. 33 ; 2 Sam. zii. 18. 
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man, it is regarded as expiable by compensation.^ Such sins 
of weakness, as are simply due to human frailty, are also 
called "hidden," "unforeseen," "secret," "sins of youth/'* But 
a sin may also be committed with the full intention of violating 
the law of God. In that case it is " sin with a high hand," 
and can be expiated only by the annihilation of the sinner.^ 

When men do not conform to the law laid down by God for 
Israel, they are called " wicked," ^ and are a class of man distinct 
from the "righteous." That this conception is involved in 
the word Basha is proved by the constant usage of the language,^ 
and especially by the contrasted expressions "to pronounce 
wicked," " to declare righteous," • an antithesis which occurs 
even when the guilt has reference only to a single definite 
judicial case.^ The linguistic derivation of the word is obscure.® 

As contrasted with the divine wisdom, the idea of sin is 
developed in an extraordinary variety of ways. Only in God 
and in His truth is true practical wisdom to be found ; and 
those who fight against that are fools, however wise they may 
think themselves, and however much shrewdness and skill 
they may display in securing the immediate material advan- 
tages of the present life. The lowest stage of this opposition 
is " simplicity," • which of itself does not necessarily involve 

* Waira, Lev. iv. 2, 22, 27, v. 16, 18 (jn^ tnh Wn^ ; cf. Josh. xx. 8, 9, the 
]aw as to the avenging of blood. 

* nK^ie»'f Pa. xix. 13, n^nnoj, D^D^y, Ps. xix. 13, xc. 8 ; cf. Dn^w riKtsn, 

Pa. XXV. 7 ; Job xiii. 26. 

* HOT T3i Num. xv. 80 (cf. for the phraae Ex. xiv. 8 ; Niim. xxxiii. 8 f. , 
where the exodua of Israel from Egypt is so caUed in contrast with a peaceful 
dismissal). 

* pen. The verb in Qal. 1 Kings vlii. 47. 

A Cf. Hupfeld on Ps. 1. For the antithesis Ex. ix. 27, xxii. 8, xxiii 7. 

* p'nvn and JTCnn. ' Ex. ii. 13, xxiii 1. 

" The derivation from the rare and doubtful Syrian Ethpaal is rightly 
abandoned. According to Dillmann Lexic. JEth, p. 280, one would have to 
think of dirt, uncleanness. In my opinion the connection with Bin and OT is 
by far the most probable, so that the original meaning would be " disorder, 
rebellion." 

* nriDi D^8T1D, Job V. 2 ; Prov. i. 4, 22, 32, viii. 6, xiv. 15, 18, xxii. 8, 
xix. 25. In a good sense, Ps. xix. 8, cxvi. 6, cxix. 181. 
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hostility to God, but may certainly amount to it. Next 
comes ignorance, based on fleshly self-confidence,^ which in 
many cases it is still possible to change, want of insight,' 
empty- headedness.^ Still stronger are the expressions, folly,* 
stupidity,^ silliness,* expressions which no longer conceal a 
religious antagonism to everything connected with divine 
wisdom. Strongest of all is scoffing,^ with its lying loquacity,® 
its mocking speeches,® and its cunning,^^ in which natural 
intelligence is degraded to the service of sin. 

Contrasted with truth, sin is lying/^ untruth," falsehood 
and nothingness," emptiness and vanity.^* Sinners are per- 
verse" and crazy;" their plans are fraudulent.^^ Their 
thoughts are deceit " and cursing." They turn aside to 
crooked paths ^ and are double-tongued sceptics.*^ 

* lofj ^D3, Ps. xlix. 14. ^^D3, Prov. xiii. 19, xi7. 7, nv. 2, 14, xviL 12, 25, 
iii. 86, viii. 5 ; cf. xxiii. 9, xxvi. 1, 9, xxix. 20 ; Ps. xcii. 7. The primary 
meaning is **to be fleshy." In Job iv. 6, the word simply means ** self-con- 
fidence." By transposition of the Radicals we obtain the words pXt etc. 
1 Sam. xiiL 13 ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. 

" nb^Dn, Prov. vii. 7, xr. 21, ix. 4, xxiv. 30. 

* 3103, Job xi. 12. 

^ n^^> almost always in a moral sense, e.g. Deut. xxxii. 6, 21; Job ii. 10, 
XXX. 8 ; Isa. xxxii 5 ; Prov. xvii. 21 ; Ps. xiv. 1, xxxix. 9, liii. 2. This word 

alternates with ^^0, Ivh^D, Jer. iv. 22, v. 21 ; Eocles. x. 6. 
 nya, Pb. xlix. 11, Ixxiii. 22, xcu. 7, xciv. 8. 

* ^1K» rh^^t Job V. 2, xvi. 11 ; Prov. xix. 3, xxvi. 11 ; Ps. xxxviii. 6. 

' 3j6» Jo^ xi. 3 ; J^, pvi>, Ps. i. 1 ; Prov. xiv. 6, xiii. 1, xxii. 10, i. 22 ; 
Hos. vii. 5; Jer. vi. 10, viii. 8 ; Isa. xxviii. 14, 22, xxix. 20. 

" D^3i Job xi. 3. • D^^nn, Job xvii. 2. 

** Dliy, Job XV. 5 ; Prov. xxvii. 12. Of course this word in itself has not a 
bad meaning. 

" 3T3, Hos. xii. 2 ; Ps. v. 7, 10, iv. 3. 

M D^K^na, Hos. xu. 1 ; Isa. xxx. 9, B. J. (Ivu. 11), Ux. 13 (Ps. xvii. 4). 

" KIC^i Job xi. 11, xxxi. 6 ; Ex. xx. 7, xxiii. 1. 

" ipir, Ps. vii. 15 ; Ex. xxiii. 7 ; B. J. Ivii. 4, lix. 8, 13 ; Micah vi. 12. 

" BT?y. Deut. xxxii. 5. " ^n^HD, Deut. xxxii. 6. 

'7 The bad meaning of ntSTD, Jer. li. 11 ; Ps. xxxvii. 7. 

" nvyy, Ps. xxxii. 2, Iii. 4, cxx. 2f., nU^D, Ps. v. 7, x. 7 ; Job xxxi. 5. 

^ n^fe( in the bad signification (Ps. x. 7). 

^ rhphpv ni9n» p». cxxv. 5. " f|VDi Ps. cxix. iis. 
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Contrasted with kindness, sin is oppression ^ and violence : ' 
contrasted with civil order and justice, it is crime,' wickedness,^ 
worthlessness.^ The wicked lie in wait to work mischief, 
and do so habitually.® They defy justice^ In a word they 
act like scoundrels.® Hence their conduct, being the opposite 
of all that is good, must be woeful ^ and in fact abominable.^^ 

In contrast to the holiness of the covenant people, sinful 
Israel is unclean, profane.^^ Its sin is represented as pollution ^^ 
and abomination.^' It forsakes God faithlessly and deceit- 
fully,^* revolts against Him and His commands,^* falls away 
from Him,^® rebels,^^ is disloyal,^' despises Him,^® hates Him,^ 

' pfiry, Jer. Ti. 6 ; Isa. xxx. 12 ; B. J. Hy. 14 (^^3, Isa. xxxii. 6, miserly ?). 

* nir, Hab. i. 3. 

• Don, Hab. i. 8 ; B. J. luc. 6 (cf. laa. t. 7 f., HDItD and HpyV). 

* ^Jfi n^P. b^Jf, Sj?D, Ezek. xxviii. 18, xxxiii. 18 ; Job vi. 80, xi. 14, 
xxvii 7 ; P». Ixxi. 4, rii. 4 (J^DH). 

* biyh2y Dent. xiii. 14, xv. 9 (Pa. xlL 9). 

• pK (p« ip^, pK ^*t\ laa. X. 1, xxix. 20 ; Hab. i. 8 ; Pa. vi. 9, xiv. 4, 
vii. 15, X. 7. 

'^jnD, Ezek. xiv. 18, xv. 8; Lev. v. 16, 21, xxvi. 40; Num. v. 6, 12, 27, 
xxxi. 16 ; Jo8h. vii 1, xxu. 16, 20, 22, 87. 

• D^jnOf Pa- xxxviL 1, 9, xciv. 16 (D^J«n), cf. Dm, piT, Pa. Ixxxvi. 14, 
cxix. 21, 51 ; Jer. xliU. 2, 1. 81 ; Ezek. vii. 10. 

» hoV, laa. X. 1; Num. xxiii. 21 ; Pa. vii. 15 ; Hab. i. 3. 

" nnnjrc^, Hos. vi. lo. 

" f|3n, Job viii. 18, xiii. 16, xv. 84, xx. 6, xxvii. 8, xxxiv. 80 ; laa. xxxiii. 14 ; 
B. J. xxiv. 5. 
"m3, Lev. XX. 21. niKDD, Lev. xvi 16; n©Ti Lev. xviii. 17, xx. 14 

(28, 26); Judg. xx. 6 ; Pa, xxvL 10 (Prov. xx. 23); ^OM, Lev. xvui. 28; 

n^, Pa, xii. 9. 

» nnsnn, Lev. xviiL 22, XX. 18. YP^, Lev. xi. 11, 12, 20, 41, 42, xx. 25. 

" ann (pK'^lia Pa. Ux. 6) ; Hoa. v. 7 ; Jer. v. 11, ix. 1 ; Prov. ii. 22, xiii. 2. 

" 3 mo (mn^^D mo, l Sam. xii. 14, 15) ; Num. xviL 25 ; laa. xxx. 9 ; Pa. 
V. 11 ; Hos. xiv. 1 ; cf. no, laa, xxx. 9 ; Deut. xxxi. 27; Ezek. ii. 5, 7f., 
ui. 9, 26 f., etc. 

*• a pre, laa. i. 2 ; Hoa. vii. 13 ; Ezek. ii. 8 ; B. J. xlvi. 8. (Alao of 
political robellioD (1 Kinga xii. 19). It ia alao used in a milder aenae. Lev. 
xvi. 16 ; Gen. xxxi 86 ; Ex. xxii. 8, xxiii. 21, xxxiv. 7, and more generally, 
e.g. Gen. 1. 17.) 

" 3 "no, Joab. xxii. 19, 22, 29 ; Ezek. ii. 8 (for the meaning, 2 Kinga 
xviH. 20, xxiv. 1, 20). 

" D^Ob or D^OD, Hoe. v. 2 ; Pa. cL 8. 

" yvO, Pa. X. 18. » Ex. XX. 4 ; Pa. viiL 8. 
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is faithless.^ And as regards divine punishment, the wicked 
are stiff-necked,* haughty,^ talkative braggarts,* hard-hearted,* 
violent, mighty men,^ bent on provoking God/ The picture 
of sin is thus presented in an endless variety of ways, which the 
above list by no means exhausts. Everywhere it shows itself 
hostile to the self-revealing God, and His ordinances of wisdom. 
In contrast to the highest good, it represents the one principle 
of " evil," the sum of all that is morally and materially bad.® 
3. The fundamental characteristic of these acts of sin is 
disobedience to God. " Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and disobedience as idolatry and teraphim," as the historian 
makes Samuel, the man of God, declare.® Hence the strongest 
form of sin, the one that destroys the very foundation of 
character, is apostasy from God, the worshipping of false gods. 
This is adultery, a breaking of the covenant.^® Next to it 
comes wilful abandonment of the ordinances by which the God 
of Israel desires to be honoured. By this sin ancient Israel 
understood the neglect of the sacred national customs. The age 
after Ezra emphatically condemns any contempt of the statutes 
and ordinances of the Law. And, however decided prophecy 
was in laying the main emphasis on piety of disposition and 

^ OniD, Isa. XXX. 1, xxxi. 6 ; Jer. v. 23, vi. 28 (Hos. ix. 1) ; B. J. lix. 13, 
Ixv. 2. |0 "I^Df Ex. xxxii. 8 ; Isa. i. 5, xxxi. 6. 

» Deut viii. 11, 14, ix. 6, 13 ; B. J. xlviii. 4 ; Ezek. iU. 7 ; cf. nn^ir, 
Deat. xxix. 18. 

* D*W, Ps. xciv. 2, cxL 6 ; Prov. xv. 25. 

* D^is^^n, Pa. V. 6 (x. 3), Ixxiii. 2, Ixxv. 6. 

* 3^T3K, B. J. xlvi. 12. 

* 1133 *"d 27X1 in an ironical sense (Ps. lii. 8', xl. 6). 

' ^t<"V''31D> Jo^' xii* 6 » ^^' ^i*^^ *^i*» "* stiff-necked people," Ex. xxxii. 9, 
xxxiii. 8, 6, xxxiv. 9 ; B. J. xlviii. 4 ; Ezek. iL 4 ; cf. nn'^% Ex. xxxii. 7 ; 

n^HOT, Isa. i. 4. 

8 y-|^ nj;-|, Gen. vi. 5, viii. 21, xiii. 13; xxxviiL 7, xxxix. 9, xl. 7, 1. 15 ; Ex. 
xxxii. 22 ; Judg. xx. 12 f. ; 2 Sam. iii. 39. 

* 1 Sam. XV. 23 ; Hos. xiii. 2 ; Isa. xxx. 9 ; Ezek. ii. 5, 7, 8, iii. 9, 26 f., 
xii. 2, 3, 9, 25, xxiv. 3, xliv. 6 ; Deut. xxxi. 27, etc. 

^^E.g, Hos. i.-iii., iv. 12, v. 3ff., viii. 4ff., ix. 1, 10, xiii. Iff.; Isa. i. 21, 
ii. 6ff., 18 ff., viii. 19 ; Jer. i. 16, ii. 5ff., vii. 11, 18, v. 11, 19, iv. 17, viii. Iff., 
19ff.; Ezek. vi. 9, vii. 20, viiL 8 ff., xvi., xxiii. 3ff.; Amos iii. 14, v. 26 ; B. 
J. Iviii. 2, Ixv. 2ff.; IviL 5-10 ; Zeph. i. 5 ; Zech. x. 2ff., etc. 
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upright conduct, nevertheless in any violation of the holy 
mode of life traditional in Israel it always saw a wicked 
insult to God, and complained that Israel was so fleshly and 
insubordinate that he never learned to conform even to the 
external forms of life required by the divine will/ " My land 
they defiled, and my heritage they made an abomination." * 

But the real complaint of the men of God is directed 
against the violation of religious feeling, and of uprightness 
and honesty in the conduct of the Israelites. In this they 
find the real essence of Israel's sin. Unbelief produces 
not only faint-hearted resistance to human might ^ and 
dependence on human help,^ but also self-righteousness in 
regard to the divine word, through " being wise in one's own 
eyes."* Unbelief is the cause of lying and of hypocrisy 
toward God. The people draw near with the lips, while the 
heart is far away. They think to deceive God by an outward 
appearance of devotion, whereas sacrifice derives all its worth 
from faith and love. Their religion is a commandment of 
men learned by rote? And against their neighbour they use 
all manner of deceit. Every tongue speaks foolishness and 
craft. They break the most solemn vows. They are false as 
judges, false as prophets, false as men of business.^ Instead 



^ E,g. H08. viiL 1, 12 ff., zL 7 ; Amos iv. 4 ; Zeph. i. 8 ; Hagg. i. 2, 4 ; 
Ezek. V. 6 (Isa. ii 6ff. ; MaL i. 1 ff.) ; 1 Kings xv. 25, 83, zyI. 19, 26 ; 2 Kings 
X. 29, 31, xii. 4, xiii. 1, 11, xiv. 24, etc. 

' Jer. ii. 7 ; cf. xvL 18 ; Amos ii. 4 ; Micab ii. 10 ; Ezek. xzxyi. 17 ; B. J. 
Lev. 8, 4, 11. 

' B,g, Isa. vii. 2, viii. 12 ; Ps. iv. 7. 

* Hob. vii. 11, xii. 2, v. 18, viii. 9, xiiL 10 ; Isa. xxii. 8ff., xxix. 15, xxx. 
1 ff., xxxi. 1 ff.; Jer. ii. 18, 86. 

* Isa. V. 21 ; Jer. viii. 8 ; cf. Hos. v. 5, vii. 10 ; Amos vi. 18 ; Isa. i. 11 ff., 
xxviii. 1 ; Jer. iL 85, xiii. 17, xviii. 18 ; Ezek. xvi. 49. 

* Isa. xxix. 18, xxx. 9 ; cf. L 18 ff. ; Hos. v. 6 ; Jer. vii. 10 f., xi. 15 ff. ; 
Amos V. 22 ; B. J. xlviii. 1, Iviii. 8 ff. 

' Isa. vi. 5, ix. 16 ; Jer. xxxii. 81 ff. ; Hos. iv. 2 ; Micah vii. 6 ; B. J. Ivii 4, 
lix. 8, 8, 18 ; cf. Jer. t. 1 f., 12, 26 ff., ix. 2-4, 7, vL 18 ; Hos. xii. 9 ; Amos 
viii 5ff.; Micah vi. 10 f., iii. 11, vii. 8; Isa. v. 28; B. J. lix. 4, 7f.; Ezek. 
xxii. 11, 18, 29; cf. Ps, xii. 1-5, xxviiL 3, Hi 4, Ixii 5, Ixiv. 7, cxix. 184, 
cxz. 2 f. 



288 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. 

of kindness ono sees covetousness, oppression, and usury in 
its most repulsive forms. They are far from righteousness, 
false-hearted, without natural affection, without compassion. 
Trust and love have disappeared from family life. They 
regard not the death of the pious, they scoff at them ; ^ and 
ceasing to serve the true God, the people plunge into every 
form of sensuality and lewdness, whether coarse or refined. 
The sin of Sodom, — ^pride and security and everything in 
abundance, — produces the same Results in Israel also. 
" Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the under- 
standing." The people become a profane people, uncircumcised 
in heart, a daughter of Canaan, a sister of Sodom and 
Gomorrha, only more depraved. They behave themselves 
more heartlessly and more shamelessly than the very beasts.^ 
Since the time of Amos, therefore, the nation presents to 
the eye of a prophet a very dark picture. And as all these 
manifold forms of sensuality and selfishness are at bottom a 
result of opposition to the will of God — that is, to God Himself, 
the whole of Israel's sin is really " a sin against God alone." * 
Hence Micah's complaint, " The best of them is as a brier, 
the most upriglit is as out of a thorn-hedge. The godly 
man is perished from the land, and there is none upright 
among men."^ Thus, in spite of all the exceptional cases 
of individual just men among them, the people itself appears 
to Isaiah as " a people of Gomorrha." * Hence it is called, 

1 Micah vii 4ff.; Ezek. vii. 23, xxii. 3, 4, 11, 13, 17, xxiii. 37, xxiv. 6, 9 ; 
Hos. iv. 1, 4, vi. 8 ; Amos ii. 7 ff., iv^. 1, v. 7, 11, vi. 12, iii. 9 ; Jer. ii. 30, 34, 
V. 27 f., vi. 6f., xxi. 4, xii. 13 ; Ps. v. 7 ; cf. Zeph. i. 5, in. 2, 11 ; Isa. i. 21, 
23, ii 11, 17, V. 7 f., X. 1 ff. ; Micah vi. 12, etc. (B. J. xlvi. 12 ; Ezek. u. 4, iU. 
7), (Isa. xxii. 13; Lam. iv. 16; Job xxii. 7, xxiv. 21, xxxi. 16 if.); B. J. 
Ivii. 3 f. 

'^ Amos iv. 1, vi. 4ff., viii. 4 ; Hos. iv. 11 ff., vii. 5 ; Isa. iii. 16 ff., v. 11 ff., 
xxxii. 9; Jer. v. 7, vi. 7 (Job xxiv. 15, xxxi. 9ff.); Ezek. xvi. 49, xxiL 10, 
xxxiii. 25 ff.; cf. Isa. x. 6 ; Jer. ix. 26 ; Ezek. xvi. 3, 45 f., 56 ; cf. Isa. i. Iff.; 
Jer. viii. 6 ff. 

» Ps. Ii. 6 ; cf. Jer. viii. 7, xiv. 7, 20, xvi. 10 ; B. J. xlii. 24. 

* Micah vii. 1 ff. 

^ Isa. i. 10 (cf. Hos. xii. 8, xi. 8, iv. 1 ; Micah vii. Iff.; Dent, xxxii. 32 ; 
Lam. iv. 6). 
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** the seed of the adulterer and the whore." ^ And at the 
very time sin is at its height, the prophet has to declare: 
''Even though there were three men in Israel like Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, they could not procure it mercy any more." * 
The people, as a whole, is such a sinful people that even 
the righteousness still present in it can no longer avert its 
doom. And the worst is that even those who ought to know 
Ood, the teachers and the nobles, have forsaken Him.^ 

4. Notwithstanding the variety of its forms, the sin of 
Israel is all of a piece. From comparatively small beginnings 
it advances step by step to its utmost height. From the 
most innocent forms, in which it still has a pleasing 
aspect, sin goes on growing till it openly boasts of its 
devilish hostility to God. It commences with sinful feelings 
in the heart, which even the good and pious still experience ; ^ 
with the sins of youth which are chargeable to human 
frailty — for " stolen waters are sweet," ^ It commences with 
that rather innocent ignorance which God is still able to 
excuse. " They are foolish, and know not what is right." ^ 
There is a sinful state in which the sinner still feels his sin a 
burden, a miaeiy from which he seeks restoration and deliver- 
ance.^ But out of this rather animal state of nature, sin does 
its best to grow. It keeps firm hold of the will, until it ceases 
to struggle. It saturates with its poison the innermost parts^ — j 
of the Ego. It turns sinners into enemies of God, men who 
do evil habitually, aud who yield themselves up wholly, with 
all their personal faculties and gifts,^ as instruments of evil.® 

^ B. J. Ivii. 3 ; Jer. ix. 2. 

' Ezek. ziT. 14 ff.; Jer. xv. 1 (vi. 28, vii. 16, z. 14, xiv. 11) ; cf. Gen. zviii. 
23 ff. 

' E.g, Jer. ii. 8, 26, y. 5, z. 21 ; Micah iii. 1, 9 ; Zeph. iii. 3 f.; Ezek. xxii. 
29, zzziv. 1-11 ; Hos. vii. 3ff. 

* E.g. Ps. Izziii. 2 ; Prov. iv. 23 ff. 

• Job ziu. 26 (Pb. zzv. 7, xix. 13 ; Prov. iz. 17). 

* P8. ziz. 13, zc. 8 ; cf. Jer. y. 4 (Hos. iy. 14). 
' E.g. Pfl. li. 6 ; Proy. ix. 4. 

• pK hsit, Ps. yl 9, ziy. 4, zzzvii. 1, 7. • Ps. zxzyii. 20 ; Deut. y. 9. 
VOL. II. T 
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This highest stage of sin in all its aspects is described bj 
the prophets in the utmost variety of ways. In relation to 
God it manifests itself in the persistent scorn of unbelievers, 
of those who forget God.^ " Let God make speed, let Him 
hasten His work that we may see it and know it." Thus do 
sceptics scoflSngly invoke on themselves divine judgment* 
Thus they say, " There is no God," " Don't trouble God about 
us," "God doeth neither good nor evil," "He does not see 
us. He has forsaken the land." * Then they curse (Jod,* and 
live on in bold, reckless security, as if God and His statutes 
were mere empty dreams.^ This is the stage of rebellion,® 
which in the case of Israel, His inheritance, God must of 
course visit with a double punishment.^ The climax of this 
unbelief is the levity of despair, when people exclaim : " Let 
us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." Such sin cannot 
be forgiven.® It is equivalent to gloomy murmuring against 
God as the source of life, and against life itself which has its 
origin in the divine laws.® 

The highest stage of sin is likewise shown by the shame- 
lessness with which it flaunts itself openly. The fool, the 
scorner, despises rebuke ; correction only makes him worse,^® 
he knoweth not shame.^^ The boldness of its countenance 
testifies against God's people when, like Sodom, it openly pro- 
claims its sin.^2 Tjjig ig shown in wanton disregard of a neigh- 
bour's interests, when one considers everything allowable 

^ Pg. X. 11 ; Jer. ix. 3. 

' Isa. V. 18, 19, 24 ; ct iii. 9, v. 12, viii. 6, xxii. 13 ; Jer. xviL 15. 

' Hos. V. 7, vii. 2 ; Isa. xxx. 10 ; Job xxL 14 f., xxii. 17, xxxir. 7ff.; Ezek. 
viii. 12, ix. 9 ; B. J. Ixv. 6, Ixvi. 5 ; Ps. xciv. 7 ; Zeph. i. 12. 

* Isa. viu. 21. » Ps. X. 4, 11, xiv. 1, liii. 2, Ixxiu. 11. 

« Ezek. ii. 8, 6, 7, 8, iU. 9, 26, 27, xii. 2, 3, 9, 26 ; B. J. Ixiii. 10. 

^ Amos iii. 2. ® Isa. xxii. 12-14 ; Jer. vi. 10. 

' B. J. xlv. 10 (the emphasis lies on the impiouB mnrmuriDg against the 
holy laws of God, which even natural good feeling mast gratefully honour. 
The prophet also means specially to condemn all murmuring against the acts 
of God as sovereign ruler of the world). 

w Prov. i. 7, ix. 7 ff. " Zeph. iii. 5. 

." Isa. iii. 9 j cf. Hos. v. 5 ; Jer. iii. 3, vi. 15, viii 12. 



STAGES AND CLIMAX OF SIN. 291 

that one has the power to do.^ But the most terrible display 
of the real nature of sin is when a man delights in evil 
because it is evil^ and loathes good because it is good.' 
Then bitter is called sweet, and darkness light' Then 
whosoever eschews evil is declared an outlaw.^ Then men 
hate light and truth,^ and rejoice over the misfortune of 
a neighbour.^ Nay more, they have no longer even the 
natural instinct of a brute beast for what is wholesome and 
good. They seek after their own hurt^ 

At this stage, when a man takes delight in doing nuschief, 
and cannot rest without doing it, when he is wise to do 
evil and *' exults the more, the greater the evil is," ' he is of 
course irretrievably lost When one has grieved God's Holy 
Spirit,^ has, as it were, bidden God adieu,^^ the heart has then 
become insensible to every saving influence. Then it has to 
be said : " As the Ethiopian cannot change his skin, nor the 
leopard his spots, so this people cannot do good, because it is 
accustomed to do eviL"^^ The soul of the wicked desires 
evil ; he makes a jest of infamy.^' 

All through the ancient national legend and the national 
history there are found instances of such stages of sin, 
instances of lost beings whose souls are cut off from among 
their people. Such is the case when the flood comes, when 
Sodom perishes under the judgment of God, when Canaan 
spues out its inhabitants, and when God determines to harden 
by His prophets." 

^ Micah iL 1 (for the meaning of DT btO'\^ ''to be in the power of their 
hand"; cf. p. 128. 

> Micah iiL 2, 9 ; Ps. lii. 5. 

> Isa. Y. (20 Amos vi. 12 ; cf. Matt zii. 81). 

* B. J. lix. 15 ; cf. ProY. xziz. 27. ' Job zxir. 18. 

« Pa. xxxY. 11 flf., xli. 6ff. ' Ifla. L 2ff.; Jer. YiiL 4 ff. 

^ ProY. ii 14, iY. 16 ; Jer. iY. 22 ; cf. laa. xzix. 20. 

• B. J. Ixiii 10, IxY. 8. 

^^ The peculiar idiom in Job i. 11, iL 5, 9 (xiL 6 ; Pa. x. 3). 

1^ Jer. xiii. 23 ; cf. iY. 22, yIL 24ff., ix. 2, 4 ; laa. Yi. 

" ProY. X. 28, xxL 10 ; cf. Ps. xi. 6, DDH SHK. 

^ Gen. YiL, xiii 18, xy, 16, XYiii., xix.; I^oy. XYiiL 24 ff. ; Num. xYi. ; Isa. y1. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE UNIVERSAUTY OF SIN AND ITS ORIGIN. 

LiTKBATURE. — G. Baur, "Die alttestamentlichen und die 
griechischen Vorstellungen vom Siindenfall " (Stud, und Krit. 
1848,1 320 fiF.). 

Universality of Sin. 

1. The earlier writings of the Old Testament take into 
consideration individual transgressions of law and custom ; 
and where nothing of the kind occurs, they speak simply 
of innocence and righteousness.^ In view of the terrible 
degeneracy of God's people, the prophets have to deal, in 
their teaching, with practical repentance, not with a theoretical 
exposition of human sinfulness, or with proofs of its uni- 
versality. They censure all violations of the natural sense 
of justice and equity, and demand obedience to its claims.^ 
Even A's delineation of the early ages nowhere attributes 
" sin " to the men of God of those days, but speaks of 
righteous men whose careers were unblemished, and who 
" walked with God." * Consequently we should seek in vain 
in the Old Testament for a " doctrine of the universality of 
human sin." But, from the very first, such universality is un- 
doubtedly taken for granted. Even those who are righteous 
and godly in the midst of the general depravity are not 
thought of as sinless in the sense which evangelical theology 
attaches to that term. Even Job, who is acknowledged by 
God Himself to be righteous, is not to be thought of as 
free from moral imperfection, for "even His angels God 
chargeth with folly."* And saints, such as the author of 

1 Ps. vii. 9, xviii. 21 ff. « In Amos v. 7, vi. 12, viii. 8 ; cf. Dulim, p. 116. 

» Gen. vi. 9 (v. 22) (D^DJI, p^V). 

* Job L 1. 8, ii. 3 ; cf. iv. 18 ff., xiv. iff. 
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Psalm xxxiL, who glory in the mercy of God, know well 
of a heavy load of guilt which burdened their hearts till they 
found mercy through repentance and confession. In fact, 
they advise all the pious to follow their example and draw 
nigh to God in penitence, and with sincere confession.^ 
They therefore take it for granted that every saint has 
cause to repent and confess. The popular philosophy, too, 
recognises in sin something quite " human." ^ 

The narrator B has laid special emphasis on the uni- 
versality of sin, just as he generally pays much greater 
attention to moral and religious matters than the other 
historians of the Old Testament In his account, the sin 
of Adam, in conformity with the natural power of an 
accomplished fact, becomes, in the second generation, fratri- 
cide.^ The descendants of Seth, indeed, exhibit a better 
disposition than the line of Cain, in which, owing to civilisa- 
tion, sin develops a haughty confidence in their power of 
self-defence, and such a desire for mastery that they are 
ready for anything.* But in God's eyes the whole result 
is, that "the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually,"* in other words, that the whole world of man's 
wishes, plans, and inclinations, was constantly and ex- 
clusively bent on thwarting God. And after the terrible 
judgment of the flood, the second race of men is much the 
same. God resolves to bear with them. He will no more 
mete out to them mere rigid justice, "for the imagina- 
tion of man's heart is evil from his youth "• — that is to 
say, man cannot bear to be strictly judged by the standard 
of the divine demands. Undoubtedly, sin is not restricted 
here to individual acts of will, but is regarded as a bias 
which every one inherits as part of ordinary human nature — 

* Ps. xxxii. 8 ff. (6, TOrrio). * Prov. xv. 58, xx. 9. 
» Gen. iv. 8. * Gen. iv. 23 C » Gen ri 6. 

* Gen. viiL 21. 



294 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOCT. 

in other wbrds, as original sin. It is in keeping with this 
that, according to B, every one requires the grace of God. 
Thus, Noah finds "grace in the eyes of the LonL"^ His 
sacrifice secures favour for the new race of men.' And of 
Abraham, Isaac, and especially of Jacob, sins are candidly 
recorded.' 

In B, accordingly, it is taken for granted that sin is 
universal, just as we read in Proverbs: ''Who can say, 
I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin ? " * 
And because God is righteous, He cannot apply to men 
like these the standard of the highest justice. For to apply 
this standard to such a race would be unfair.^ On the 
other hand, even in B, every actual sin is represented as 
a voluntary act, not as a necessity or a hereditary doom : 
'' Sin croQcheth before the door, and unto thee is its desire ; 
but thou shouldest rule over it"^ And along with this 
universality of sin it is still taken for granted that there is, 
among men, every variety and grade of sinfulness. Con- 
temporary with Noah, we have the generation which the 
flood destroyed; contemporary with Abraham, the men of 
Sodom and the Canaanites who defiled their land.^ And 
even in the heathen world there are found, among the sinful 
multitude, individuals who, like Abimelech and Melchizedek, 
rank as the equals of the men of God in Israel.' 

^ Gen. Ti. 8 ; cf. ix. 21-24 (vii. 1, where he is called righteous, sonnds almost 
like an interpolation from A. But in any case righteousness is no proof of 
sinlessness). 

a Gen. viii. 20 ff. 

' Of course it must not be foi^tten that, in many cases, the ancient con- 
ception of craft and yiolenoe warrants us in supposing that the narrator had 
quite a different opinion of the moral character of such acts from what we 
should form (Gen. xii. 10 ff., xz., xxv. 6ff., xxy. 28, xxvii., xxxiv., xxxy. 22, 
xxxrii., xxxriii.). 

* Prov. XX. 9 ; cf. xt. 88, where the Talue of " humility," which goeth 
''before honour," is inculcated, or the passages which emphasise the salutary 
effects of correction, x. 17, xiii. 1, 24, xv. 5, 23, xix. 20, 27. 

•Gen. viii. 21. •Gen. iv. 7. 

' Gen. XT. 16 ; Ley. xyiii. 24 ; cf. Gen. xviii., xix., iv. 8f., 25 ff. 

•Gen. xiv. 18 ff., xx. 4ff. 
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2. As a rule the prophets speak, primarily^ not of hamaa 
sin, but of Israel's sin. They invariably take for granted that 
the chosen people are sinful Even in the best ages they 
talk about a fall, a general declension from Israel's ideal^ 
Naturally they do this still more in degenerate times. Then 
they depict, in the darkest colours, the adultery of Israel, 
his want of love and fidelity, and his moral savagery.^ And 
in their hymns the pious complain, that all men are liars; 
that there is none that doeth good, no, not- one ; that deceit 
and fraud, jealousy and wickedness, are universally pre- 
valent.* 

Of course there is no intention of teaching the universality 
of sin as a dogma. Even in Israel such words have not a 
dogmatic motive, but a hortatory and polemical one. The 
prophets take for granted that there is, in themselves and 
in their own circles, a very different general tendency from 
that of the circles against which they are contending. They 
speak of their own age, and not of all ages. They always take 
for granted, explicitly or implicitly, that there are among 
the people righteous men who are conscious of being in 
harmony with the will of God. But even these are not 
sinless. In circumcision, in acts of purification and sacrifice, 
they include themselves, as men of " unclean lips," ^ among 
the sinful people requiring the divine mercy. Israel as a 
nation is an unfruitful vineyard, a vine without grapes, a 
fig-tree on which no early fig is to be found. ** There is not 
a single godly or pious man ; the best of them is as a brier, 
the most upright among them is as out of a thorn hedge." 

> B. J. xlvi. 8, 12. xlviiL 1-8, L 1, Iviii. 2flf., lix. 2ff., hdv. 6 ; Hagg. ii. 
12f.; Zech. v.; Joel ii 12. 

' Hos. L-iii., It. 12 ff., ▼!. 10, viii. 9, ix. 1, xii 12 f., xiiL If.; Micah L 7 ; 
Isa. i. Iff., 21, ii 6ff., iii. 9, xviL 10, xxii. 8ff.; Jer. e.g. ii. 7, 20, 28, iii. Iff., 
9, 20, 26 ff., T. 1, vi. 10 ff., TiL 20 ff., viiL 12 f., xl 9f., xiii. 27, xiriii. 13; 
Ezelc. e.g. iiL 7, xiL 2, v. 5f., xxiiL 1 ff., 46, xyL, xx. 13 ff. 

• Kg. Pb. xiT. 8, xiL 2ff., xxviL 12, xxxv. 6, 7, 11, 20, xxx^n. 2f., liii. 2-4, 
xlL 7-10, IxxiiL 6-10, dx. 1-5, cxri. 11, cxl. 2, oxliii 2. 

^laa. tL 5. 
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**They have transgressed the law, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant" ^ The righteous who sigh 
over these abominations,^ have to confess with deep sorrow 
that all the mercy and all the chastisements of God have 
had no effect.^ They unroll before us the dark history of 
the people's sin,^ and acknowledge that, in spite of all that 
God has done, the nation has but rebelled against Him 
in a still more stiff-necked and stubborn way.^ Israel should 
carry God in his heart, but not even the priests or the 
prophets know anything of Him, or inquire after ffira. The 
people despise God's commandment and have no desire to 
listen ; eyes and ears are closed ; they say to God, " Attend to 
Thyself/' They grieve His Holy Spirit, the Spirit bestowed 
on the men of God. They complain that conversion to God does 
no good, and do not believe that God works either good or eviL 
They refuse to return, they are a generation of liars.® Hence 
Isaiah says: "The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his 
master's crib, but Israel doth not know. My people doth 
not consider." And Ezekiel declares that even the prayers 
of men like Noah, Daniel, or Job, would save themselves 
only, not their families, from destruction.^ Indeed, even the 
exilic prophet, who announces mercy, knows full well that 
the people do not deserve to have their sins forgiven, but have 
provoked God to wrath.® 

3. If such is the judgment as to Israel, then of course all 
mankind are under the dominion of sin. For, from the 
nature of the case, a perfect righteousness, while possible 

Usa, V. 1 ff. ; Micah vii. 1 ff. (B. J. xxiv. 5). > Kg. Ezek. ix. 4 ff. 

» Ho8. iv. 7, X. 1 ; cf. Isa. L 6, v. 1-8, ix. 8f., 12 ; Amos iv. 6, 8ff.; Jer. 
xliv. 10 ; Lev. xxvi. 18 ff. (MaL i. Off.), etc. 

*E,g. Deut. ix. 16 ff., 22ff.; Hos. ix. lOff., x. Iff., 9ff., xi. 2ff.; Zech. i. 
4 ff., viL 11 ff.; 2 Kings xvu. 6-23. 

^E.g. Isa. i. 2, iii. 9, xxii. 12 ff.; Jer. xvu. 28, xix. 15, xliv. 5, xlvi. 17 ; 
Amos V. 10 ; Ezek. ii. 4ff., iii. 7, vii. 13, xu. 2, 8, 9, 25, and often. 

« E.g. Amos ii. 4 ; Isa. vi. 10, xxx. 9 ; Deut. xiii. 7-19, xviL 1-6 ; Jer. ii. 8, 
viii. 4ff.; Zeph. i, 12 ; Ezek. iii. 7, xii. 2 ; B. J. xlu. 19, Ixv. 1. 

7 Isa. i. 3 ; Ezek. xiv. 14 ff. 

» B. J. xliL 24, xliii. 23, 26, Ixv. 1 ff. 
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iiritbin Israel, is impossible beyond it. The heathen nations, 
generally, are regarded by Israel as wicked,^ as the haughty 
foes of God and His kingdom, who trust in themselves and 
in their own strengtL^ Consequently, the sin which is 
dealt with in Israel is, in the last resort, the sin of all 
mankind. One may, indeed, speak of original sin even in 
connection with the people of Israel, because *' his first father 
sinned/' because they are transgressors from the womb, an 
adulterous seed.^ There are particular forms of sin which are 
common to whole classes of men.^ But this particular kind 
of original sin depends on the original sin of the race. We 
are right in speaking of " original sin." For the individual 
does not, by any voluntary act of his own, give his animal life 
with its sensuality and selfishness the predominance it has. 
He receives it along with his human nature. " Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother conceive me/' 
is the complaint of the psalmist-poet,^ who does not mean 
to represent the mode of ordinary human generation as sin- 
ful,^ but to assert that, from the very first, the human 
embryo grows in a soil positively sinfuL Human nature, 
as eveiy one gets it as the basis of his personal develop- 
ment, is, from the first, under the influence of a tendency 
which is preponderatingly sensual and selfish. Nor can 
it be otherwise. Out of the unclean no clean thing can 
come, not even one.^ Even Job, the righteous, feels himself 
entangled in human frailty which, in his unguarded youth, 
drew him into acts of sin.^ There is no man who has not 
sinned. Were God to mark iniquity who could stand ? who 

' Hence D^J^Sh ia actually, in later times, the term for the heathen nations. 
Pa. iz., z., czziiL 3, ozziz. 4 ; Ezek. vii 21, 24 ; B. J. ziy. 5 (i/utfritX*:, Gal. 
ii. 15). 

' CC especially Hab. i. 11 ; Ezek. zzviiL 2ff., zzix. 8, 9. 

• B. J. xliiL 27, zlviii, 8, Ivii 8. * Gen, iv., ix. 25, xiz. 87, 38. 

• P». li. 7. • ^n^n. 

' Job ziy. 4 (y. 6, zy. 15) ; cf. ciii. 14 (Ps. lyiii. 4, speaks of the specially 
close connection between the sins of habitual transgressors). 

• Job ziu. 26 (L 8, U. 3, zlii. 7). 
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could even examine the secret sins of his own frail heart ? ^ 
Hence God foresaw that Israel would fall away from HioL^ 

Thus Israel becomes more and more clearly convinced that 
man is by nature sinful, governed by overmastering instincts, 
which bring him into antagonism with the pure and spiritual 
God. But in this, as we have seen, there is also consolation. 
Men with such a nature God cannot judge " in His wrath." 
But, above all, there is here a warning to be humble. 
When a man appears before God, self-righteousness and con- 
fidence in his own worth are entirely out of place. He 
must acknowledge that, if God were to enter into judgment 
with him. He might bring a thousand to one. Hence, he 
must trust solely to God's goodness and mercy.' He must 
prove well his own motives, to see whether sin has not 
seduced him into such feelings as malice, the lust of the eyes, 
and hardness of heart^ God is nigh unto them that wait 
quietly for Him, unto them that are of a broken heart and a 
contrite spirit,* unto the poor and needy,* who have no 
renown of their own, but who look up to God. Therefore 
a man ought humbly to endure the evils which befall him in 
this earthly life, as inevitable accompaniments of an earth- 
born, sinful, impure existence.^ He should recognise them as 
the salutary discipline of God,® which only a fool despises.* 
*' Whom God loveth. He chasteneth, as a father his son ; ^® and 

^ 1 Kings Yiii. 46 ; Pa. xiz. 18, cxxx. 8, cxliii. 2. 

" Deut xxxi 16-21. 

' Ps. xxxviii. 4 ff., li. 5 ff., Ixv. 4, xc. 7» 11 (Job xi. 6). 

• Job xxxi. 1, 16 ff., 29 ff. » Pa. xxxiv. 19. 

• ^3y mostly joined with p^3K» at other times also with ^ and "p ; cf. e,g. 
Ps. ix. 10, 18, 19, X. 9, 12, 17, xiv. 6, xxv. 9, 16, 17, xxxi. 8, xxxiv. 8, xxxv. 
10, xxxvii. 11, 14, xl. 18, Ixviii. 11, Ixix. 80, 88, Ixx. 6, Ixxii. 2, 4, 12, 18, 
Ixxiv. 18, 21, Ixxvi. 10, Ixxxii. 8, Ixxxvi. 1, cix. 16, 28, 81, cxl. 18, cxlvii. 6, 
cxiix. 4 ; Proy. iii. 84, xxx. 14, xxxi. 9. These "poor" are the true people of 
Israel (laa. xi. 4, xxix. 19 ; B. J. xiv. 80, 82, xxr. 4, xxvi 6 ; cf. Zech. x. 7, 
11 ; Job V. 11-16). 

^ Ps. xxxviiL 4 ff., xl. 18, xc. 10 ff; Job xiv. 6ff. 

« Job V. 17 ; B. J. xxvi. 16 (iu\o, nnavi, nnsin). 

• Prov. i. 7, iii. 11, v. 12 ; Pa. L 17. " Prov. iii. 12 (Ps. cxviii. 18). 
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the godly man confesses: ''Before I was afflicted, I went 
astray."^ Indeed, conscious of his own weakness, a man 
should willingly accept chastisement even from human well- 
wishers. " Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness ; 
and let him reprove me, it shall be as oil upon the head." ' 
Such humility befits a sinful man; it is the beginning of 
wisdom.* 

4. But whence comes the tendency to sin which rules in 
man ? If we except the narrative of B, we may assert in 
the most positive manner, that nowhere in any other part of 
the Old Testament does anyone ever think of explaining it 
by a historical event — by a fall. The prophets speak of 
another state of innocence than that of Adam, and of another 
fall ''after the likeness of Adam's transgression,"* viz. of 
Israel's declension from the holiness offered to him. They 
see the roots of this fall in the self-satisfaction and content- 
ment of the people with the possessions they have obtained, a 
satisfaction which makes them proud and haughty.^ When the 
people became full, they forgot the Giver; they believed neither 
God nor His messengers.® This was the root of their pride 
and stiffness of neck, of their love of luxuiy and sensual pleas- 
ures, of their fear of man and insubordination, — ^in a word, of 
all the individual sins of the ]>eople. But this is only a 
description of a fact, not an explanation of the origin of sin. 

The most of the writings of the Old Testament do not go 
into this question at all. In A, where one might natur- 
ally expect an answer to it, sin is simply a result of free 
will God made man good. Consequently, sin cannot be 

» Pb. cxix. 67, 71, 72. » P§. cxU. 6. 

» Isa. ii. 12 ff.; B. J. xxiii 9ff., xxil 9, xli. 17 ; Pror. yi. 20, tuL 18, ui. 5, 
7 (xi. 2. XY, 3d, XYi. 6, xTiii 12, xx. 9, xxL 4, xxix. 23, xxx. 2ff). Correction 
is the way to wisdom (ProT. L 2, 8, 7, viiL 10, xx. 80, xxiii. 12). 

*Rom. V. 14 ff. 

* Hoe. xiii 6 ; Deat viiL 11, 14, xxxi. 20, xxxii. 15 f. (Ptot. xxx. 9). 

< Amoe Ti. 8, ix. 10 ; Jer. xlviii. 11 ; cf. ii 19, 80, t. 8, vii 28, xvii. 28, 
xxxii. 33, XXV. Sff., xt. 6, xxix. 19 ff.; Amoe y. 10* 1 Sara. xii. 18, 15; 
B. J. 1. 2. 



300 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. 

explained by creation. And God reprobates sin in all its 
motions.^ But all flesh had corrupted its way before God ; 
wickedness, setting order at defiance, had filled the earth.^ 
This writer who, in his general conception of righteousness 
and sin, points to the very tendency against which the gospel 
had to contend in Pharisaism, considers the essence of sin to 
consist of individual breaches of the commandments regard- 
ing material and moral holiness, and pays no real attention 
to the inner world of thought and desire. 

Those Old Testament writers who go into the question are 
distinctly of opinion that the universality of human sin is 
explained by " the fleshly nature " of man himself — that is to 
say, by his connection with material and finite nature, which 
is not in a position to fulfil the divine will Consequently, 
proverbial philosophy calls indolence the main source of sin, 
that is, the sluggishness of the animal nature which hinders 
the will.' Thus Isaiah says that he is '* a man of unclean 
lips ; " ^ and Jeremiah complains ^ that the heart is ruled by 
the impulses of sensuality and selfishness — "The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and it is desperately sick, who can 
know it?" The heart in its natural state is unclean: it 
must be circumcised before it can become pleasing to God.^ 
And since man is dust, God cannot therefore judge him other- 
wise than as a frail and imperfect creature can bear it^ 

This connection of sin with the earthly, fleshly origin of 
the natural man, is expressed most strongly and decidedly in 
the book of Job, where it is the view held in common by 
both contending parties. Contrasted with the God of light 
and His perfect purity, the very inhabitants of heaven have 

» Lev. xix. 2, 17. * Gen. vi. 12 f. 

»Prov. vi 6flf., xviiL 9, xx. 18, xxiv. 38, xxvi. 18ff. (xxiii. 80 f.; Job 
XX. 12). 

* Isa. vi 6. • Jer. xvii 9. 

• Deut X. 16. If the conjectwo of Hitzig, as to Prov. xxvii 19 (D^D for 
D^)> is right, then it is a parallel to Gen. viii 21 regarding the depravity of 
human nature. 

' Ps. ciii 14. 
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defects and faults. How much less can a being formed of clay 
and born of woman, claim to be free from sin, a being " who 
dwells in a house of clay, whose foundation is in the dust/' 
— in other words, a being who grows out of a fleshly, earthly 
nature into a living personality. Man ** made of dust " and 
** perfect purity " are quite incongruous ideas.^ Although such 
phraseology is primarily meant to emphasise the. fact that man 
is not in a position to exact his rights from God, still it is 
also a logical inference from it, that he is incapable of doing 
what he ought, in the eyes of God, to do. 

5. Thus the universal sinfulness of man is either simply 
set down as an arbitrary fact, or attributed to the imper- 
fect animal nature of the human heart, which is due to its 
connection with the life of the flesh ; and there is no attempt 
made to explain it furtlier by some act or other of the first 
man. Only in the narrative contained in the third chapter 
of Genesis could anyone hope to find a historical explanation 
of original sin. For B, in fact, reports the first human sin. 
But he neither attempts to explain it, nor does he represent 
it as being in itself a sufficient explanation of the subse- 
quent sinfulness of man. What is merely a single fact 
cannot, as such, have any inner moral significance for others. 
Nor does our narrator ever hint that the first sin destroyed 
the moral organism of man, and that the second man should 
be thought of aa born with a difierent nature from that with 
which the first was created. It is only man's position that 
is altered, not his moral power. Before Cain's door sin 
lies couched ; but he ought to rule over it : he is therefore 
in the same position as his father.^ Besides, the first sin 

* Job iv. 17 ff., xiv. 4ff., xv. 14-16, xxv. 4-6 (v. 6 : "For affliction cometh 
not forth of the dast, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground ; but man 
is bom unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.") So long as sin is brought into 
connection with the fleshly nature, its purely moral character is, it is true, 
stiU obscure ; it still appears akin to weakness, sickness, nncleanness. And 
actual sin, in the moral sense of the word, has, indeed, a deep connection with 
the natural side of roan. 

•Gen. iiil7ff.,iv. 7. 
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itself is related in such a way that the fleshly inclination, 
which is in us the veiy essence of original sin, is presupposed 
in the woman before she ever sinned at all — as unbelief, 
concupiscence, and a spirit of contradiction. Such a narra- 
tive, if a real historical account, would be utterly incapable 
of sustaining the weight of the problem. It is of far too 
insignificant and isolated a character for that, and has too 
little connection with the moral history that follows. But if 
it is really not a narrative of actual occurrences, but a 
mythical form of religious thoughts, then it gives us nothing 
more than the ideas of revealed religion regai*ding the rela- 
tion of sin to humanity in the abstract. It shows how, 
apart from the power of sin over men as known from actual 
experience, and as displayed in manifold individual develop- 
ments, sin assails human nature as such, and brings it under 
its sway. It relates the fall of a hitherto sinless humanity ; 
or, to put it better, the fall of pure human nature, as a fall 
is always the foundation and precursor of the multifarious 
developments of sin in every individual. Only in this sense 
can this narrative help us to understand the essence of 
human sin. 

The possibility of sin is clearly traced back to the 
arrangement and will of God. It is God who plants the 
tree of knowledge in the middle of the garden. No cherub 
keeps man from going near it, as fallen man is afterwards 
kept from going near the tree of life. The tempter is in the 
garden of Eden, and approaches the woman unhindered; 
that is to say, temptation and the possibility of yielding to 
it are regarded as necessities, if man is to be raised out of the 
animal stage of existence. God gives the commandment, and 
along with it also the possibility of transgressing it ; for there 
cannot be a " shall " without the possibility of an " otherwise.*' 
Consequently, it is by God's arrangement that sin assails man, 
and that man can succumb to it^ If man is not to continue 

1 Cf. Gen. il 9, 17, iii 1 ff. 
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an animal, he must be granted the possibility of tasting this 
fruit Without the possibility of sinning, there can be no 
freedom; without the temptation of becoming equal to the 
Elohim, there can be no humanity. Hence it is correct to say 
that God tempts man ; as, in fact, it is said afterwards that 
God tempted Abraham to see whether he really feared Rim.^ 

But the act of sinning is traced in an equally decided 
manner to the free will of man. God forbids sin. Hence it 
can never be explained as due to His will.' God punishes it. 
Hence it can never claim to have been decreed by Him.* 
No doubt, in a higher sense, even the free will of the creature, 
with sin as its consequence, may be conceived of as part of a 
divine arrangement ; so that, as the substratum to be removed, 
as that which has to be negatived, it becomes the starting- 
point of a higher development in harmony with the divine 
WilL Our story does not forbid such views ; but still less 
does it advocate them. 

Certainly sin is the giving up of a condition which can- 
not be permanent, and, consequently, is an enlarging of the 
human sphere. God Himself confirms the statement of the 
serpent : " Ye shall be as the Elohim." ^ In deciding of his 
own free will to disobey the divine command, man attains to 
a kind of independent activity, of which only an independent, 
spiritual, personal being is capable, and which is utterly beyond 
a mere animal, which has of necessity to obey already existing 
laws. But this step forward involves a still greater step 
backward. Men get to know that they are naked ; in other 
words, they have awakened to a sense of discord in their own 
nature, to a consciousness of guilt Paradise is lost ; the curse 
of death is decreed ; further progress is made dependent on a 
painful struggle against the intruding principle of temptation.^ 
Hence the entrance of sin unquestionably marks an advance 

1 Gen. xxiL 1 flf. » Gen. ii. 17. 

> Gen. iii. 14 ff. « Gen. iu. 5, 22 ; of. 2 Sam. xiv. 17, xiz. 27. 

» Gen. iu. 7, 15 ff. 
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in human development compared with a state of innocence 
without moral experience and decision ; but an advance that 
can lead to the true goal only by continual negation of itself. 
Sin is in itself a retrogression from original innocence. Only 
in the light of redemption— only, that is, as a stage which is 
to lead to a higher, can sin be represented as a fdix culpa, 
as a stage of human development decreed from the first in 
the counsels of God. 

Sin is, in its essence, a violation of divine order, a trans- 
gression of law. To a being morally free, the highest good 
can be presented only in the form of duty or law. Conse- 
quently, its opposite, antagonism to God, evil as evil, can be 
nothing but a transgression of law.^ It is not the neglect of 
a specific command, nor the omission to perform a higher task 
that constitutes the essence of sin, but the doing of something 
forbidden. Natural life becomes evil only when it consciously 
breaks a higher law. Then the natural instinct for pleasure, 
which is good in itself, becomes "lust;'' and appetite, the 
instinct of self-preservation, which is also good in itself, 
becomes " selfishness." 

Actual sin is caused by the principle of temptation, to 
which man is and must be exposed. It arises from his eating 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil — that is to say, 
through man obtaining, contrary to the will and command of 
God, an experimental knowledge of moral opposites, a know- 
ledge which presupposes a transgression of the law of 
obedience.* In itself the expression, "to know good and 
evil," simply means the capacity of forming an a&sthetic and 
moral judgment in contrast to the ignorance of a child or of 
an old man grown childish.' Here, where it is a question of 

1 Gen. iL 17. 

' The view that there was in the tree itself a poison that acted on the senses, 
and such-like Rabbinical fancies, it should be sufficient simply to mention. 

' Isa. vii. 16 ; Jonah ir. 11 ; Deut i. 89 ; cf. 2 Sam. xix. 35 ; OdyM. xz. 310. 
(In such phraseology there is not as yet any clear distinction drawn between 
what is morally good and what is pleasant to the senses.) 
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human nature as such, what is meant is the experimental 
knowledge of moral opposites, by which man gets into the 
circle of free personal beings, but, at the same time, into a 
condition of guilt 

Sin becomes actual transgression owing to the two chief 
instincts of all healthy animal life — the instinct of self- 
assertion and the desire of pleasure. Temptation is primarily 
connected with the limitation of the "Ego/' the tempter 
speaking in scornful exaggeration of the prohibition, and 
representing it as due to jealousy, as a malicious hindrance 
to perfectly free self-development. It is this temptation 
which first makes sin possible, as is proved by the obviously 
embittered tone of the woman's reply, and its exaggerated 
version of the command.^ The main root of sin ia unbelief, 
which sees in the gift of God's love an unfriendly limitation. 

But what decides the matter is the allurement of the 
senses. When reverence for the commandment has once 
been shaken, so that the woman ventures to look at the 
tree with different eyes than heretofore, she sees that it is 
*' good for food and desirable to look upon." ^ Human sin is, 
at bottom, mainly an affair of the senses, and consequently 
admits of redemption. It is not simply hostility to God on 
the part of the " Ego," but a yearning after a real, although 
8 lower good. Consequently, it is always possible to over- 
come this by a higher good. Now the essence of "human sin" 
is partly unbelieving hostility to God and partly delight in 
worldly pleasure. The woman sins first. The Old Testa- 
ment generally assumes that it is the woman who has the 
greater inclination to sensuality — a view, however, quite 
compatible in the best ages of Israel with high respect for the 
moral worth of woman.' 

^ Gen. iii. 1, 4, 5 ; cf. yer. 3, "Neither shall ye touch it" (t.«. the fmit). 

' Gen. iii. 6. On account of the ''desirable," it is better to take ^Sfe^n as 
meaning "attentive intelligent contemplation, "rather than ''making wise" (as in 
Ps. xxxii. 8), which would necessarily refer to "the knowledge of good and evil." 

' Eccles. TiL 28 f.; cf. on the other hand, Pror. iJL:d. 10-31. 
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Thus the essence of human sin is that disohedience to the 
law of God which has its root in unbelief^ and is caused hj 
temptation due to the power of the fleshly life. To such 
temptation, based as it is on the sensuously selfish instinct of 
animal life, every being that has a sensuous life must be 
exposed. It has, as a matter of fact, forced its way into 
human nature as such ; in other words, it forms the common 
foundation of all individual developments of sin among the 
children of Adam. Thus sin is accepted as a fact explaining 
all the further moral history of man, although the manner 
in which it did force its way in, does not appear either to 
require, or to admit of, an explanation. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



GUILT AND DEATH. 



(1) Ouilt and the Consciottsness of Guilt. 

1. As far as the dominion of sin extends, so far also, in 
the view of the Old Testament, does its objective effect, guilt, 
extend. Guilt is a state of actual antagonism to the Divine 
law, which must be brought to an end, either by the destruc- 
tion of the guilty person, or by his being set free through 
atonement. In the consciousness of the pious Israelite, 
sin, guilt, and punishment, are ideas so directly connected 
that the words for them are interchangeable. Sin, conceived 
of as a condition, is called Avon,^ a word which in itself ex- 
presses, like Chattath, simply the opposite of straightforward, 
upright conduct But as soon as declension is regarded as a 
condition, it at once becomes a fact contrary to the divine 
harmony, and one that must be brought to an end. Thus in 
the simplest way, the word Avon comes to have the meaning 
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of guilt.^ In this sense, which is already, in fact, passing 
over into that of punishment, it is obviously used in Gen. 
iv. 13. For Cain is not speaking of the greatness of his sin 
making forgiveness impossible, but is complaining of the 
heaviness of the punishment inflicted on him, that as "a 
miserable vagabond " he will be unable to live anywhere in 
peace and safety. Hence the expressions, " to confess one's 
guilt," ' to bear it, i.e, to take its results upon oneself,' and 
''to take it away," as one lifts off a load.^ Hence it can 
be said " God has found out our iniquity " ; « " the iniquity of 
the Amorite is not yet full";® "to be consumed in the 
iniquity of the city,"^ — expressions in which the transi- 
tion is well and clearly shown. In Ps. xL 13, guilt and 
sin are already quite synonymoua 

The proper word for the arrest under which guilt places a 
man as regards God is Asham.^ It shows with special 
clearness that, according to Hebrew ideas, the conception of 
guilt does not necessarily imply an act of free will. For 
the sin-offering and the guilt-offering of the Thorah, which 
are the sacrifices offered for such " delinquencies," are admis- 
sible only in cases where there has been no wicked inten- 
tion. Now as soon as a condition arises which is at 
variance with the divine order, whether purposely or not, 
there is guilt — in other words, something which has to be 

' Ex. xxxiv. 7. • Lev. xvi. 21. 

' Isa. xir. 21, xxx. 18, xxxiii. 24, i. 4 ; Ezek. xxi. 80, 84, xxxv. 5 ; Ps. xl. 
13 ; Ley. xvii 16, xx. 17flf. 

* Ex. xxxlv. 7 ; Num. xiv. 18. • Gen. xliv. 16. • Gen. xv. 16. 

7 Gen. xix. 15. It is even termed HDC^K flPi Lev. xxii. 16 ; Ps. xxxii. 5, 
^ntCtdn py* it stancU in antithesis to ^p2, 2 Sam. xiv. 9, 82. Besides, the 
word nxtdn has the same meaning, "guilt," "punishment." So Lev. xxiv. 15, 
Num. ix. 13, xviiL 22, 82 (Isa. v. 18), WOn «fca So NOn, "to be guilty," 
Gen. xliii. 9, xliv. 82 ; Ex. v. 16 ; 1 Kings i. 21. Thus one brings "sin," t.e. 
guilt, upon the people (Ex. xxxii. 21). Indeed, in Zech. xiv. 19, the word 
simply stands for punishment. In a vividly religious conception of these things, 
sin, guilt, and punishment are so closely interwoven that the very words become 
uterchangeable. 

• DB^ {yerh, Dtr«), ^-g- Gen xxvi. 10 ; Lev. iv. 13, 22, 27, v. 2, 19, 24 ; 

T T — t 

Num. V. 7. 
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removed by repentance or by judgment This guilt is not 
regarded as relating solely and entirely to particular in- 
dividuals any more than sin. It, also, develops in the case of 
an organism. One may be cut off through the guilt of a city 
without being personally guilty.^ The iniquity of the fathers is 
visited upon the children unto the third and the fourth genera- 
tion.^ A single sin may bring guilt upon a whole community.' 
Through connection with sin, individuals, and indeed a whole 
generation, may also inherit the results of earlier sins. God 
punishes sinners and their children's children. The idolaters 
of exilic Israel are expiating their own and their fathers' sins.^ 
On Israel's account God is angry even with Moses. The sins 
of Manasseh are expiated even by the better generation under 
Josiah.* And ill-used Israel prays, " Let the iniquity of his 
fathers be remembered " ; '' Prepare for his sons a place of 
slaughter for the iniquity of their fathers." • Conversely, 
just as the blessing of the father descends to the children,^ so 
the innocence of a few may counteract the guilt of a com- 
munity, may prevent its punishment.^ For the measure of 
iniquity must be full before actual punishment begins.^ 
In ordinary cases guilt is, as a matter of course, followed 
by punishment, unless indeed such punishment be mercifully 
averted by atonement 

2. How little developed the view of antiquity was regard- 
ing personal rights is also shown by the fact that God's 
wrath at an act of wickedness ceases — that is, the guilt is 
regarded as having been purged away — as soon as the law has 
received any land of objective satisfaction.^^ The prophets 

1 Gen. xix. 15. 

» Ex. XX. 5 ; cf. Gen. ix. 18, 25 ; Num. xiv. 18 (33) ; Deut. v. 9 ; Jer. ii. 9 ; 
Lam. V. 7 (yet cf. 16). 
' G«n. XX. 9, xxvi. 10. 

* Jer. xiv. 20, xvi. 12, 18, xxxi. 16 ; B. J. xl. 2, Ixv. 7 ; Lev. xxvi. 39. 
» Deut. i. 87, iii. 26, iv. 21 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 26, xxiv. 8 ; Jer. xv. 4 ff. 

< B. J. xiv. 21 ; Ps. cix. 14. ^ p^y^ xx. 7 ; Ex. xx. 6. 

• Gen. xviii. 24-32 (xix. 21). » Gen. xv. 16. 
}^ Kum. XXV. 4 ; 1 Sam. xt. 33 f.; 2 Sam. xxi. 1 ff. 
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frequently and emphatically declare that there is in sin itself 
a power which must destroy the sinner. Wickedness 
devours a land ; it rests on it like a burden, till it succumbs.^ 
Iniquity is like a breach in a wall.^ As the troubled sea 
cannot rest, so sin must bring the transgressor to destruction.' 
He who sows the wind must reap the whirlwind.* Thus the 
doings of a man recoil upon his own head. The wicked do 
harm, not to God, but to themselves.^ The same thought, 
looked at more from a religious standpoint, manifests itself 
in the conviction that God must inflict punishment in order 
to assert His own will and the justice of His statutes 
against the opposition of man. Sins are sealed up in a bag, 
or, to use another metaphor, set in the light of God's coun- 
tenance.* They separate between God and His people.^ 
God is to the wicked a consuming fire ; ^ He chastises, with 
punishment suited to their guilt, those who still go on in their 
sius.^ And when once a certain stage of sin has been 
reached, it demands a punishment which no repentance can 
longer avert. Then comes the time when even the in- 
tercession of a Moses or a Samuel would be in vain; 
when the prophets may no longer pray for the people; 
when even a Noah, a Job, and a Daniel could do nothing 
more than save their own souls from the universal destruc- 
tion.i<> 

1 Jer. vi. 19 ; B. J. zxi7. 6, 20 ; xlii. 24. 

' Isa. XXX. 18. 

' Jer. xiii. 22, xir. 7, 10, xv. 18, xxiL 10 ; B. J. Ivii. 20, Ixiv. 5. 

* Hoc TiU. 7 ; Job iv, 8, xv. 85. 

* Ho6. vii. 12 ; Isa. iii. ; Ezek. xxii. 31 ; xxiv. 14 ; Jer. vii. 19, xliv. 7; 
cf. lu. ix. 18 ; B. J. 1. 10. 

* Job xir. 17 ; Ps. xc. 8. 

' B. J. lix. 2 (Isa. ix. 17 fT.). Sin is fire, and the wrath of God is also 
fire. 

' Isa. xxxiiL 14. 

» Ps. xxxix. 12, Ixviii. 22, xxxiv. 22 f.; cf. Hos. ii. 6, 8 ff., iv. 7, 10, vii. 12, 
ix. 2 if., xiii. 8 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 8 f. 

** Hos. Tiii. 13, ix. 7, 15, xiii. 12 ; Isa. ii. 9 f., xxii. 14, vi. 9 ff.; Jer. x. 15, 
xiT. 11, vii. 16, XV. 1, 4 ; Ezek. iii. 18 f., 21, v. 1 f., 15 ff., vii. 10 ff., vi. 2ff., 
xi. 5 ff., xiv. 14, 16, 20, xxi. 2 ff., 6 ff., 18 ff., xxii. 1 ff.; B. J. 1. 1. 
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3. From the tiine of Josiah the natural law by which sin is 
inherited is no longer regarded as absolute. Eveiy in- 
dividual, indeed, as a member of the species, must share in 
the consequences of tbe relation to God being disturbed, and 
in the su£ferings entailed by the conduct of the former 
generation. But this inherited share of guilt and punishment 
must not be confounded with the guilt which a person brings 
upon himself. The moral law of individual responsibility 
must rank above the natural law of heredity. For bis 
father's guilt no one has to die, that is, to bear personally the 
full penalty of divine justice.^ This becomes law in Israel 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel proclaim it as a divine axiom. It shall 
cease to be a proverb in Israel : " The fathers ate sour grapes, 
and the children's teeth were set on edge," in the sense of " the 
son bears the iniquity of his father." The soul that sinnetb, 
it shall die. Conversion may save a son from the death, 
which connection with his father's sin seemed to render 
inevitable.^ Every one shall sin at his own cost^ 

The connection between the sin and guilt of an individual 
and that of a whole race carries with it the conviction that so 
long as human guilt has not, by bold antagonism to salvation, 
attained a purely personal character, and thereby become 
unpardonable, it is invariably made up of elements, some of 
which are purely natural and the others moral. In other 
words such guilt is partly hereditary, partly personal; the 
former having been contracted involuntarily, and the latter by 
personal action. Consequently such guilt cannot be the 
object of the divine wrath in all its severity, like guilt which 
is purely personal. According to the standard of ideal human 
righteousness, it would not be just in God to punish it. In 

^ Deut. zxiv. 16 ; cf. 2 Kings xiv. 6. 

' £zek. xviii. 2, 4, 19, xzziii. 12 ff. ; Jer. zzzi. 29 f. Of course the conyerse 
of this thought is that a hereditary blessing cannot be unconditional either ; 
that it, too, is lost by a man who quits the good way of his forefathers 
(Kzek. xviii. 10-18). 

» Pror. ix. 12. 
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God's righteousness tx)ward such men, mercy and long- 
suffering are necessarily included. Hence it is said in a late 
Psalm, '* God knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we 
are dust'' ^ And the singer of Ps. li. feels that, because he 
has experienced the power of sin even from the womb, he is 
entitled to pray, " Have mercy upon me, according to Thy 
great goodness." ' That Ps. IL 7 has this meaning, that is, is 
intended to give a reason why God must be inclined to forgive, 
is plainly enough shown by the context The first five 
verses of the Psalm consist wholly of a prayer for forgiveness, 
founded upon a penitent confession of sin. Then in verses 
7 and 8, the psalmist, with a double " Lo " (in), that is to say, 
pointing God to something which should induce Him to forgive, 
brings forward the two reasons on account of which he ventures 
to hope for mercy. The first is " As man I am sinful ; my 
sin, therefore, is due to human nature, not to my own 
voluntary action." The second is, " Thou takest pleasure in 
frank confession ; Thou hast Thyself encouraged me to present 
an honest and wisely-framed appeal for mercy." Therefore 
Thou wilt not reject me. In this verse man says on his 
part, what in Gen. viii. 21 God declares on His, that this 
earthly, natural, sinful humanity cannot bear to be judged 
according to the standard of divine purity. And this is 
still more emphatically expressed in B. J. Ivii 16. Were 
God to judge strictly, were He to be always wroth, the 
human spirit which He had created would perish. The 
Creator, who put the spirit of man in earthen vessels, is, on 
that very account, the Merciful One, the God of grace. But 
it is in the book of Job that this thought is expressed with 
the greatest clearness. With the utmost emphasis Job 
points out that the impossibility of man being pure before 
God gives him a claim to be judged by God according to a 
merciful standard, especially as inherited sin is, in fact, 
accompanied by inherited misery. It is not worthy of the 

* re. ciii. 14. «.Pa. U. 7. 
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great divine Creator to apply to a creature of clay the 
standard of His almighty power and purity. 

" Wilt Tbon haram a driven leaf ? 
And wilt Thou pursue the dry stubble T 
That Thou decreest bitter things against me. 
And makest me to inherit the sins of my youth : . . . 
If the days of man are determined, and the number of his months is with Thee, 
And Thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass, 
Then let him alone that he may rest, 
May have pleasure, like a hireling, in his day. . . . 
* If I have sinned, what can I do unto Thee, O Thou watcher of men ; 
What is man, that Thou shouldest magnify him. 
And that Thou shouldest set Thy heart upon him, 
And that Thou shouldest prove him every morning. 
And try him every moment ? 

And why dost Thou not pardon my transgression, and take away mine 
iniquity ! " 

Thus Job complains that God, knowing full well that, 
although not sinless he is certainly not a wilful transgressor, 
wishes to force him into confession, as it were, by the rack of 
pain ; that the God who has created him is on the watch for 
his sin, and will not free him from his iniquity.^ In this 
way the natural side of guilt really becomes an encouragement 
to trust the divine mercy and be of good courage. 

4. Whenever a man's conscience has been awakened by 
the antagonism between the divine command and his own 
conduct, and has not again become hard and unfeeling, guilt 
is accompanied by a corresponding consciousness of it. This 
is the view in B's narrativa When Adam has become sin- 
ful, the man and his wife see that they are naked ; in other 
words, their natural nakedness makes them ashamed. They 
hide themselves from God.^ This feeling is expressed in the 
penitential Psalms with matchless tenderness and fervour. 
Conscience, born again of the Holy Spirit, penetrates deeper 
into the mystery of guilt than all exhortations to repentance. 
Here it is enough to mention Psalms xxxii. and li On 
the other hand, B's narrative shows how a man tries 

1 Job vii. 17-21, X. 6-14, xiii. 25 f., xiv. 8, 5ff. 

2 Gen. iii. 7 if. Thia is the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil. 



DEATH. 313 

hard to roll the guilt off himself ou to others, and thus 
escape the consciousness of guilt^ And in Cain, Lamech, 
the generation swept away hy the deluge, and the inhabitants 
of Sodom, we meet with a stage of sin in which the con- 
sciousness of guilt is blunted into bold self-satisfaction.' 
Then God must, on His part, execute judgment on the guilty. 

Death, 

1. To human experience, the death of the body appears, 
on the one hand, such a natural effect of the transient 
character of all material beings that it has no particular 
religious significance. This purely empirical view is 
unquestionably the prevailing one among Old Testament 
writers of all ages. That men must, without exception, die 
and return to dust, to their mother earth, as soon as the 
spirit leaves them, is simply taken for granted.' Even in 
A's description of prehistoric times, death is spoken of as 
something quite in the ordinary course of nature. True, 
the antediluvians are credited with living an extraordinary 
length of time, such as a poet might well describe as " life 
for evermore." Still, it is stated of each, as the natural end 
of his development, that he died,^ without a hint being given 
that this death was a judgment on account of moral 
degeneracy, much less that it was the beginning of a more 
perfect state. 

But the Old Testament has also another, a religious, way of 
looking at death and everything connected with it. Accord- 
ing to this view, death is something at variance with the 
innermost essence of human personality, a judgment ; and 
whenever this personality has reached its pure and perfect 
ideal, it must at the same time be conceived of as raised 
above death. 

This is already implied in the old tradition which repre- 

1 Gen. ui. 12 f. * Gen. iv. 9, 28 f., xix. 9 ; cf. Isa. iil 9. 

• Ps. xlix. 11, xc. 3, cxlvi. 4. < Gen. ▼. 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, etc. 
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sents Enoch and ElijcSi as exalted to fellowship with God 
without sufifering bodily death.^ It is implied in the Psalms 
and Proverbs in which the godly man, conscious of being in 
true communion with God, feels himself delivered from the 
power of death.^ Hence everything which has come under 
the power of death is reckoned unclean, and must not be 
touched by a member of the holy people.* The post-exilic 
prophet sees death swallowed up in the latter days for ever.^ 
And the exilic (?) psalmist complains that our earthly life 
is so fleeting and transient, just because God sets our sins 
in the light of His countenance.^ 

That death is for men not merely an ordinary natural 
occurrence but also a judgment, that it is out of harmony 
with the inmost essence of personality, and is due to the 
wrong development of man, is a view clearly expressed for 
the first time in the fragment, Gen. vL 1-4. By allying 
themselves with the Elohim, men went beyond the bounds 
assigned them by God, and became as the Elohim. And this 
relationship must not become eternal Man is flesh — that is, 
a material being — with all the outer and inner limitations of 
such a being. Consequently the Spirit of God, the Spirit of all 
life, cannot rule for ever in such a creature. Only a definite 
length of life, only one hundred and twenty years, are to be 
graciously vouchsafed to Mm. As in all individual material 
beings, so also in him is the breath of life to remain only for 
a limited time.® According to this account, therefore, death 

1 Gen. T. 24 ; 2 Elngs ii. 11 ff. 

' Pa. xvL (ProT. zii. 28, xiv, 82, xv. 24, etc.)f (cf. chap, xxziii.)- 

» Chap. xxiv. (Hagg. ii. 14). * B. J. xxv. 8f. (xxvi- 19 ff.). 

» Ps. xc. 7 ff. 

* On this difficult passage I may make the following additional remarks. 

The most difficult words in ver. 8 run thus : DJ^n D^;6 DTKn ^mi pT-K?) 
VD'' Vni ife'S Kin. Here I can reconcile myself least of all to the conjecture 
of Schrader who would read nto Kin D&^'&^- To say nothing of the arbitrari- 
ness of the change, the thought that the Nephesh itself has become Hasar, is 
absolutely inconsistent with the old Hebrew mode of thought ; in the New 
Testament, it might perhaps be possible. The explanation, l,\i^2 MIH DH 'W/K^ 
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is due partly to man's material being, and partly to his 
having overstepped his own limits by alliance with the 
Elohim. This is the first story of death's intrusion — ^the 
first, for it has been thought out without reference to Gen. 
iii. It is closely akin to the story we are now about to dis- 
cuss. Only it retains in a much more marked way the 
features of nature-religion, and is less thoroughly per- 
meated with the characteristic spirit of the Old Testament 
religion.^ 

This thought that death, while on the one hand a law of 
nature for the natural being, is on the other hand, for the 
spiritual personality in man, a contradiction of its ideal, 
a judgment, is worked out by B in a particularly pregnant 
and thorough manner. Death is threatened as a judgment 



also appears to me to have little probability ; for wbat does the D2 mean ! 
Man, as man, has been flesh from the beginning. At the most, one might 
interpret DH in this way, '* He is no better than the other fleshly beings " 
(Wendt), deseryes therefore no exceptional destiny. But there is nothing in 
the context pointing to a oomparison with other beings of flesh and blood. I 
am inclined to think it would be best to read, by bringing forward the Zakkeph, 

DJ6^ D1(C ^mS |n^ K7, ** My Spirit shall not always rule in man because of 
their sinning," VO^ Vm ifeO KIM* *'he is flesh, therefore shall hb days be 
one hundred and twenty years." In that case "1^3 K)n would stand for 
Wn ■ife'3"^3. It is quite wrong to refer the words, '' So his days shall be 
one hundred and twenty years," to the intenral of time which is still to be 
granted to the human race as such before the flood ; and for the foUowing 
reasons : 1. This fragment knows absolutely nothing of a flood. According to 
its opening words it should come immediately after the narrative of creation ; ii. 
46-iF., coming in as a consecutive account, prevented this, and so it was inserted 
at the close of the pre-Noachic history. 2. ** Hb (man's) days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years" b quite in accordance with the usual idiom for the 
life-time of individuals (Gen. v. 6, 8, 11, 14, etc.). 8. The antithesb, **My 
Spirit shaU not rule in man for ever " requires the fixing of a limit for an in- 
dividual life. For, as regards the human race, the Spirit of God did not cease 
even at the deluge to rule in it (Noah). 4. In A, it b true, there are still after 
the flood instances of longer life ; but with A our piece has nothing at all to do. 
' The whole situation would, of course, be very much more simple, could we 
assume that Gen. vi 8 belonged originally to an older form of Gen. iii., and 
was only forced out of its place when " the tree of life ** forced its way into the 
narrative of B (Budde). But however certain it b that older strata of literature 
preceded our present form of B, still thb particular coigecture appears to me 
to be sadly wanting in internal probability. 
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on sin.^ And when sin is committed, this judgment is ex- 
ecuted. Man was taken out of the dust. Viewed from this 
standpoint, it would be only natural that he should return 
to the dust* But in Eden the tree of life was growing. 
Hence it was possible that man in paradise — that is, humanity 
without actual sin — might eat also of this tree, and thus live, 
like the Elohim, for ever.^ That man succumbs to death is 
therefore not merely a natural law, but also a divine judgment. 
In the day that he eats of the tree, he dies. Certainly, as 
the serpent says, with devilish truth, he does not immediately 
die a bodily death. But the divine truth of the sentence is 
duly confirmed. Death lays its hand on him ; he is subject 
to it. Bodily trouble and sickness become his lot ; and they 
end in his return to the dust whence he was taken. It 
is not, indeed, as if God had wished merely to frighten him 
by exaggerating the consequences of sin, or as if a change 
in the divine will could be made out from the creation of 
the woman. To be driven away from the tree of life is 
itself " death " in the widest sense of the word.* 

2. From this view of death the significance given to 
" death " and " life " in the whole Old Testament world of 
thought follows simply and naturally. Death and life are 
the two great opposites in the lot of man. Death includes 
everything which is a result of sin. Since bodily death is 
usually taken for granted as the normal end of human life, 
it is only special, premature, or violent modes of death 
which prove its connection with particular sins — that is, its 
penal character, — whether it be God Himself who punishes 
with death, or the community which, in accordance with His 
command, " cuts off the wicked soul from among its people." 
In this sense " death " denotes the destruction of an existence 



> Gen. ii. 17. * Gen. iii. 19 ; cf. 1^3 WH. 

' Gen. ii. 9, iii. 22. 

* AocordiDg to the Book of Jubilees, Adam actually died on that day, for 
God's day is equal to a thousand years. 



DEATH. 317 

by a special judgment of GocL^ Life, on the other hand, is 
everything which results from communion with God — an 
earthly existence, never shortened by a judgment, a resting in 
God, a rejoicing in Him. In every period of the Old Testa- 
ment this use of language is equally prevalent. We first 
find " long life " used to denote such lives as the patriarchs 
enjoy, and such as, in Balaam's prophecies, the godly desire.^ 
Then there are numerous passages in which " life," " life for 
evermore " is contrasted with the judgments which cut men 
off before their time. In this sense righteousness is deliver- 
ance from death ; in its ways is life. The fear of God, and 
the teaching of the wise, are a fountain of life.' In this 
sense the laws of Israel are ordinances, "by which man 
liveth ; " and the law gives man the choice of life or death.^ 
This of course does not mean that the godly do not die at 
alL But they are safe from the doom of sudden destruction.^ 
They see life, they live in the light of God ; ® and oratorical 
language is fond of adding the words " for ever," without 
meaning thereby to deny that such a life will come to a 
natural end.^ In spite of inevitable death, they feel them- 
selves '' the children of life," and enjoy, without the fear of 
death, the blessedness of an existence permeated with the 
sense of everlasting divine life, and well-pleasing unto God.^ 
In this conception of life there is always included that of 
blessedness, of fellowship with God. When God makes 
known " the path of life," He, at the same time, makes known 
" the fulness of life " which is in EUs right hand. No one 

^ Gen. yi. 13 IT., xiz. 29 ; Ex. xxxii. 38 ; cf. Ex. xii. 15, 19 ; Num. xxvii. 3. 

' Gen. XT. 15 ; Ex. xx. 12 ; Num. xxiii. 10. 

» Ptof. iil 2, 18, iv. 4, 18, 22, viU. 85, x. 2, 11, 16, xi. 4, 19, 26, xii. 28, 
xiii. 14, xiy. 27, xy. 4, xvi. 22, xix. 23, xxi 21. The righteous is sealed ''in 
the bundle of life " (1 Sam. xxy. 29). 

^ Lev. XTiii. 5; cf. Ex. xx. 12; Deut xxx. 15, 18, ir. 1, x. 13, xi. 26, 
n^^pl n3")3 ; Jer. xxL 8 f. ; Hab. iL 4 ; Ezek. xviii. 4 ff., xxxiii 16 ; Ps. xxxvi. 
10, Ixxxv. 7, cxix. 139, and often. 

* Ps. Ldx. 29, exxxix. 16. * Ps. xvi. 11 ; Hos. vL 2 ; Amos y. 6, 14. 

' JS*g. Ps, xxi 5, Ixi. 7 ff. • E.g. Ps. xviL, xlix., Ixxiii. 
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who does not rejoice before God in the " light of life " can 
be said to live. An existence without God, and without joy 
in Him, is not worthy of the name. 

In the same sense, it is said that the way of the foolish, 
of the ungodly, leads to death.^ Contrasted with the ripe and 
peaceful death in a good old age, which can be represented as 
the ideal goal, their death is a sudden end, through the judg- 
ment of God.^ Sheol opens its jaws to swallow the wicked.' 
Consequently, these are not merely included as individual 
members of humanity in its sinfulness and mortality, but 
they are personally the objects of God's displeasure and 
wrath, '' children of death," and under condemnation. It is 
this conception of death, not antagonism to the worship of 
the dead, which is the ruling idea of the Old Testament, 
when it considers anything " dead " as unclean, interrupting 
communion with God. 

3. Even B's narrative connects the whole realm of " evil " 
with death. The woman's life of pain, her condition of 
slavery, as the East knows it, the man's hard and poorly- 
rewarded labour in his thankless fields, are represented as 
punishment for sin.* " The outer discord of nature suits the 
inner discord ; all nature wears for man a different aspect " 
(Lutz). The narrative it is true does not overlook the fact 
that, on the other hand, human civilisation is also furthered 
by this evil, that the divine mercy makes evil a source of 
higher good.* But, primarily, evil is a manifestation of death, 
and a punishment for sin. 

In like manner evil being connected with earthly life as 
" the plague of mortals," ® is regarded also by later ages as 
due to the general bias towards sin, which manifests itself 

^ E,g, Ps. xxxiv. 17, xxxvii. 88, cix. 15 ; Prov. ii. 18, v. 6, viii. 86. 

' Job V. 26, xxix. 18 ; 6. J. Ixv. 20 ; Zoch. viii. 4, as the goal of the last 
day. Of course, in times of special distress, an early death may be represented 
as a favour shown to the righteous, B. J. Ivii. 2. 

» Ps. xlix. 16, 18, and often. * Gen. iii. 16, 17, iv. 14. 

» Gen. iii. 15-21, iv. 20 ff. • Eh^K-fey, Ps. Ixxiii. 5. 
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even in the best of men, as sins of youth and secret faults. 
That man, who is born of a woman, is of few days and full 
of trouble, that the days of his years are but threescore years 
and ten, or at the most fourscore years, and their pride but 
labour and sorrow, — all this is a result of sia^ And so strongly 
does pious feeling detect in special misfortunes the special 
displeasure of God,' that the words, sin, guilt, and suffering, 
are quite readily interchanged.' The inadequacy of such a 
view, and the way to supplement it by a healthier conception 
of outward evil, has been discussed in connection with the 
doctrine of providence. 

4. The prophets of the age before the Exile have to deal 
as well with the death of the people, as with its sin. 
As Adam " died " when he ate of the forbidden tree, so 
Ephraim " died " when he sinned with Baal.^ The beginning 
of this death is inward sickness, from which one may be 
suffering while apparently in the most vigorous health — as, 
for example, Jeroboam II. maintained to the last the external 
power of Ephraim at the very highest point it ever reached. 
Next come misfortunes, privations, and sufferings. Instead 
of prosperity God gives drought, sterility, sickness, war, 
defeat.^ Then the death of Israel follows. The view of 
the prophets as to the necessity of this death varies, as is 
natural, with the character of their times. On not a few 
occasions they still hope that they may avert it, and may 
require to think only of divine chastisement But ere long 
they realise that it is inevitable. Judah, as well as Ephraim, 
comes under its sweep ; and in the elegies over this death, 
the guilt of the people is rightly regarded as its real cause.^ 

' Ps. xc. 10. (Tliia late Psalm certainly shows a penitential mood such as 
the early days of Israel can hardly have known) Job xiv. 1. 

'Pa. li. 10, czxx. 2, 8; Hos. iy. 3 ; Isa. xxxviii. 13 f.; Jer. iii. 3, v. 25, xi. 
22, xxxii. 24. 

' E.g. Ps. xxxviii. 5, xl. 13, oiii. 3. ^ Hos. xiti. 1. 

* E.g, Amos iv. 6ff.; Hos. v. 13, vL 6 ; Zech. xi. 9, 11 ; Jer. iii. 3, iv. 3, 
and often. 

' Lam. i. 5, 8, 18, iL 17, v. 16. 
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The death of Israel is the destruction of the national body. 
Corruption ensues. The individual atoms are scattered over 
the world. Israel lies in its great cemetery like a heap of dry 
bones.^ Only out of these can new life once more arise. The 
life which God had offered to this people has been marred. 
Only through a resurrection, only through a new birth, can 
it obtain a life over which death has no power. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



THE CONDITION AFTER DEATH. 
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^ £zek. xxxvii. 
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tamentlichen Vorstellungen von der Unsterblichkeit, Albert 
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1. What has been said in the last chapter places it beyond 
doubt that the Old Testament view did not regard death in its 
ordinary form, as a rising into a more perfect condition of life, 
as a freeing of man from the bonds of the material world, but 
as a distinct loss, a withdrawal of what gives life its real value. 
Nevertheless, even in the oldest parts of the Old Testament, 
death is never thought of as being actually the complete end of 
existence. To think of a personal being as absolutely ceasing 
to be, is, for the more highly developed peoples, an impossi- 
bility. Consequently, the Hebrews, like all the civilised 
nations of antiquity, firmly believed in a continued existence 
after the death of the body. I purposely say " the Hebrews/' 

for what we have next to examine is obviously not a doctrine 
VOL. n. X 
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of the Old Testament religion at all. It ia a popular belief, 
and has all the indefiniteness and the sensuous figurativeness 
of such a belief. 

The conviction of the Hebrew people r^arding a continued 
existence after the death of the body is shown by the fact 
that, from early days, the superstition of necromancy was pre- 
valent among them as well as among the neighbouring peoples, 
and in spite of every prohibition held its ground with the 
utmost tenacity down to a late period.^ The Old Testament 
religion, it is true, was decidedly opposed to such a custom. 
But the way in which the opposition to it was conducted 
proves that the belief on which it was based, viz. the con- 
tinued existence of the departed, and that, too, as Elohim who, 
like the Dii Manes, know more about the destinies of men 
than the inhabitants of earth do, was as prevalent among the 
people as among the prophets of the true religion. Popular 
forms of speech, too, indicate the same thought Wlien it is 
said of those who enjoyed special dignity in their lifetime, 
that at death " they were gathered to their people, to their 
fathers," it is impossible, as is proved by the context of 
individual passages, — e.g. in the case of Abraham, who died far 
from the home of his race, — that a common tomb can be meant 
It must mean a certain community of existence after death.^ 
So, when David says, " I shall go to him (his dead son), but 
he shall not return to me," ' a similar thought is expressed. 
True, popular expressions like these are used in a very loose 
way ; but still they are the clearest possible indication of the 
thoughts prevalent among the people. Obviously a continued 
existence is taken for granted — an existence it is true con^ 
ceived in a very indefinite way, scarcely more than death itself 
thought of as a mode of existence. Life, existence really worthy 

^ 1 Sam. xxviii. 6ff.; Isa. viii. 19; cf. Lev. xix. 81, xx. 6, 27; Deut 

XVUL 11. 

' Gen. XXV. 8, 17, xlix. 83 ; Num. xx. 24, 26, xxvii. 18 ; Judg. u. 10 ; 2 
Sam. viL 12, xii. 28 ; 1 Kings L 21 ; Ps. xlix. 20. 
* 2 Sam. xu. 23. 
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of a man, is certainly thought of as lost. But still they 
exclude absolute non-existence. And although other sayings, 
%vhere a person speaks of '' being no more/' appear rather to 
point to a negation of existence/ still a closer examination 
of them shows that they are intended to assert merely the 
leaving of the place occupied during the earthly life, not an 
actual cessation of existenca 

It is a state of death which this view presupposes — a 
state in which existence continues, but life has vanished. 
Such a view is very far removed from the elevating thought 
of an immortality for the liberated soul, or from the blessed 
faith in everlasting life. Hofmann is right in saying, '' It is 
not the body that expires and is dead, but the man in his 
body ; that which is dead has descended to the under 
world" (i. 493); and later on, ''life could not be the 
blessing it is, if being subject to death were to be and mean 
anything else than a suffering of the soul and the body " (L 
495). The most complete expression of this whole notion is 
the conception of Sheol, the kingdom of the dead, which in 
very many passages corresponds to the Greek notion of Hades.' 
The word probably points to the root iw*, and the primary 
meaning "hollow," ''pit/' if it is not connected, as some 
recent Assyriologists maintain, with an Accadian word, 
'' ShuaL" There is absolutely no doubt as to the meaning 
associated with it. Sheol is not the grave itself. For even 
where there is no ^^ve, Sheol is thought of as the abode 
of the departed.* It is the dwelling-place of the dead, who 
rest there after the joy and the suffering of life. It is " the 
land of the shades," in contrast to '* the land of the living." * 

The word occurs even in the earliest writers, and it is 
introduced by later authors as in common use among the 

" Oen. xlii. 13 (cf. xxxvii. 83) ; Pb. Ixxviii. 39 (xtT ^ if^ mn). 
' According to " The Journey of Istar to Hades,'* the Chaldeans had quite the 
same view. 
» Gen. xxxviL 35 ; Num. xvi. 30, 33. < Ps. xviiL 6 (xvL 10). 
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people, and with a perfectly definite meaning.^ Even in early 
poetical pieces it is found personified.' As the eye that is seek- 
ing God is involuntarily directed upwards toward heaven, so 
the thoughts of any one in search of the abode of the dead turn 
downwards to where like some vast vault, *' the realm of the 
shades " yawns wide. We may be sure that the conception 
of the Hebrew was not essentially different from that of the 
Greek poet, who makes his hero say, " Much rather would I 
work as a servant on a poor man's field in the land of the 
living, than rule over all the hosts of the departed dead." ' 

The word meets us most frequently in the Psalms and in 
the prophetic writings subsequent to b.g. 800, and, indeed, as 
one with which poetic diction may take the greatest liberties, 
since it personifies Sheol both as a monster with gaping jaws, 
and as a hunter setting his nets, and also represents it as a sea 
whose breakers swallow men up, as a fortress with doors 
and strong bolts, and so on.^ In later, as well as in olden 
times, the grave is, beyond all doubt, the prototype with 
which the idea of Sheol is associated — not as if the two 
were confounded, but because, the abode of the dead being 
thought of as underground, the imagination naturally pictures 
it as a grave.^ Even in ordinary language the two ideas 
readily alternate. The inhabitants of Sheol are those *' who 
dwell in the dust,"® "who go down to the pit."^ In 
poetry, "worm," "pit," and "darkness," are interchangeable with 

^ Gen. xxxvii. 35, xlii. 88, xliv. 29, etc. - 

' p8. iz. 14, xriii. 6, parallel to death and destruction as a man-hunting 
monster. 

'Homer, Odyns. xi. 488 f. Notwithstanding this '^lifelessness/' he too re- 
presents the shade of Teiresias as knowing the future, as the shade of Samuel 
does (1 Sam. xxviii.). 

^ Isa. V. 14, xxxriiL 10 ; Joh xvii. 16, xxviii. 22, xxxriii. 17 ; Hah. it 5 ; 
Ezek. xxxii. 21-81; Prov. ix. 18, xxx. 16; B. J. xiv. 9ff.; Ps. cxvi. 8, 
cviL 18. 

» Ezek. xxxii. 21-81 ; ProT. i. 12, vii. 27 ; Ps. xHx. 10, 12 ; of. 15, 16 
(cxlL 7). 

• Ps. Ixxxviii. 4, 6, cxliii. 7 ; Joh vii. 21 ; B. J. xxvi. 19. 

' Ps. xxviii. 1, xxx. 4, 10 ; Isa. xxxviii. 18. 
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SheoL^ At any rate, Sheol is ''the lowest part of the 
earth " ^ into which one descends.^ And the description of 
it is intended to be in sharp contrast to " the land of life." * 
It is the everlasting house, the house of meeting for all 
living;* the land of destruction^^ of darkness,^ of disorder,® 
of forgetfulness ; ^ the land where one neither praises God nor 
remembers Him, nor waits for His mercy ; the land therefore 
of hopelessness,^^ where God doeth no wonders,^^ although, 
according to the grand conception of a late Psalm, God is 
thought of as being equally present there, and equally active.^^ 
Those who dwell there are, at any rate, thought of as 
shadowy. True, there is no clear distinction drawn between 
body and soul. Both are thought of as being together, although 
unsubstantial.^^ But the dwellers in this realm are repre- 
sented as unnoticed by God and heedless of what goes 
on in the upper world, feeling only their own dull misery.^* 
On the one hand, they are pictured as being all equally 
at rest, servant and master, bond and free, king and vassal.^ 
On the other hand, in accordance with the elasticity of 
the whole conception, we still find, as is natural, a certain 
resemblance to the circumstances of the upper world. Even 
there kings are thought of as sitting on thrones.^^ And when 

' Job xvu. 13, 16, xxi. 26. 

•Ps. Ixxxviii. 6f.; Ezek. xxxi. 10, 15 f., 18, xxxii. 18, 21, 24, 26, 28 f.; Job 
xxvi. 5 ; B. J. xiv. 9, 15 (under the sea and its inhabitants). 

' Job xi. 8 ; Dent xxxii. 22 ; Ps. Iv. 16, xxx. 4, 10 ; Isa. xxxviii. 18 (Ps. 
CX7. 17). 

* Ezek. xxxii. 28 ff., 82 ; Job xxviii. 13 ; Ps. xxvii. 13, liL 7, cxvi. 9, cxliu 
6 (IvL 14) ; Isa. xxx?iii. 11 ; B. J. liiL 8. 

B Job xxx. 23. 

' p'HDKf often personified also as quite parallel to TitUX^, Job xxvi 6, xxviii. 
22, xxxi. 12 ; Ps. IxxxviiL 12 ; Prov. xxvii. 20. 
' Job X. 21 ; Ps. IxxxviiL 13 (HDn, Ps- cxv. 17) ; Ps. cxliii. 8. 

• Job X. 22. • n*^, Ps. IxxxviiL 18. 

>• Ps. vL 6, xxx. 10 ; Isa. xxxviiL 11, 18, 19 (Ps. cxv. 17, IxxxviiL 6, 12). 

" Ps. IxxxviiL 11, 13. " Ps. cxxxix. 8. 

" Job. xiv. 22. " Job. viL 7-10, xiv. 21, xxi. 21. 

u Job iiL 3ff., 13 ff., 21 £; Ps. xlix. 11, 15. 

" B. J. xiv. 9. 
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a new potentate arrives, there passes through the ranks of 
the shades, according to the picturesque description of the 
exilic prophet, a thrill of scorn and astonishment.^ Even 
phrases, like " to be gathered to his fathers," " to his tribes," 
show traces of this idea. Such is the condition in which the 
dead are represented to be.^ Their proper designation is 
Bephum. In my opinion this word, connected as it is 
with the kindred verb, "to be flaccid," means the pithless 
shades.' That it is also the name for an extinct race of 
reputed giants, originally inhabiting the country to the east of 
Jordan, is easily explained,^ if the name of that people be really 
of Semitic origin, from the connection between being flaccid, 
and being " stretched out," and so becoming " long." ^ 

2. Consequently a continued existence after death must 
have been a common belief among the early Hebrews. 
To prove this, we certainly do not require to depend on 

1 B. J. xiv. 9flf.; Ezek. xxxiL 21, 24 (Job xxvi. 6). 

* Isa. viii. 19 ; Ps. cxv. 17, Ixxxviii. 11, 13 (ver. 6, ^K'PK 13i). Most 
strongly materialistic, Ps. zxx. 10, ^fip. 

* HBI, D^«D1, B. J. xiv. 9, xxvi. 14 ; Prov. iL 18 (xxi. 16) ; Job xxvi. 5, 
ttimXm. (It is also found in the epitaph of Eshmunazar). 

* So Gen. xiv. 5, xv. 20 ; Dent. ii. 11, 20, iii. 11, 18 ; Josh, xiii 12, xviL 15 ; 
2 Sam. V. 18, 22. 

B The way in which Stade finds the central thought of tiie popular religion of 
the Hebrews which was overthrown by the worship of Jehovah in these ideas, 
and in the worship, by the several tribes, of their dead ancestors beside their 
graves, which is naturally connected with them, certainly seems to me to go far 
beyond the inferences warranted by the Old Testament data. It is rather the 
case that errors of this kind are always looked on as due to the adoption of 
Canaan itish customs. In other respects, however, Stade's description of the 
popular view is probably correct when he says : ** To continue to live beside or 
in the grave is to live on in Sheol. The dead man appears by night in dreams, 
speaks and acts as before, knows, when seen in a dream, the most secret thoughts 
of the dreamer, whom he threatens, comforts, counsels. He is thought of as 
continuing to exist just as he was when he died. Therefore (?) Saul and 
Abimelech commit suicide. Sheol is a mythologising combination of several 
graves. Hence the importance of a family tomb (2 Sam. xix. 37 ff.). To 
remain unburied is the worst of curses. Probably it was thought that an 
unburied person did not get into Sheol, but had to wander about or get into 
some comer with the servants (£zek. xxviii. 10, xxxi. 17, xxxii. 19) (stones on 
Absalom's grave)." With less reason he says : *'To be put out of the family 
grave is to be put out of the family connection, a soma itUerdiei,'* 
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passages that have been wrongly quoted in this connection — 
e.g. Gen. iv. 10, xxii. 5, xlvii. 9, not to speak of Num. xxiii. 
10, where there is nothing more expressed than the thought 
that God's favourites may expect, not only a happy life but 
also an enviably happy end. But in this continuance of 
existence there is nothing at all to further either religion 
or morality. In spite of it one can say quite well, "the 
man is no more," "his place knows him no more." For 
the place which he occupied, what gave existence its value, 
the excitement, the desires, and the joys of life, are all gone. 
It is certain this was the view ordinarily held in Israel. 
The burial occupies the foreground.^ It is, as it were, the 
last joy and honour that can be given. After it, comes the 
monotony of Sheol. Even the pious look forward with 
inconsolable bitterness to the fate of death.' To die early, 
to be prematurely snatched away out of the land of the 
living, is a dreaded doom. And the reward of faithfully 
keeping the law is, " long life in the land which God giveth," 
and the hope of escaping " death ; " that is death as a judgment 
that may be speedily executed at any moment 

The Old Testament horizon, like that of the nations of 
classical antiquity, lies wholly on this side the grave. 
What is really looked forward to with joyous longing is, not 
one's own existence in the world below, but continued ex- 
istence in one's children and children's children.^ On this 
view of the world, in fact, the whole of Israel's consciousness 
of salvation is based. On earthly soil, and with earthly 
forms, a kingdom of God is to be set up by earthly means 
for earthly ends. And one cannot make a greater mistake 
as to the essence of the Old Testament religion than by 
trying to discover behind this earthly view of the world, 

1 Gen. zlix. 80, 1. 12 ; cf. xlvii. 80, 1. 4 f., 24 ; Ex. xiii 19. 

* 2 Sun. xIt. 14. 

^ E,g, Gen. xviL 4ff.; cf. xv. 2ff. '^The condition of death is withdrawal 
from the highest good. Satisfaction is on this side the grave, in living on in 
one's children. The godless, God does not allow to prosper in the land " (Stade). 
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Avhich Moses held, an esoteric teaching, having as its centre 
future retribution and a true everlasting life. Of an im- 
mortality for the individual in which each was to get his 
due, it is impossible to discover, in the Mosaic period, a single 
trace. Nor is it otherwise even in the prophetic age. 
Continued existence after death has, in itself, no religious 
element of consolation or strength. Of course, when con- 
trasted with severe earthly suffering, with the oppression 
endured by the poor and needy, even a life in the under 
world may appear a goal to be yearned after, a rest to be 
desired.^ In this peaceful refuge God may graciously shelter 
the pious from the storms of time.^ But in itself it is just 
a state of death, an impairing of life which may also be 
quite correctly described as non-existence.^ And in all ages 
burial is represented as that which most concerns the 
dead.* This shadowy existence of theirs offers no com- 
pensation for the sufferings endured here, and no blessed life 
in God. Nothing could dispel the cheerlessness of this 
view save the hope that this state of death would be 
followed by another and a better life : that the godly 
would one day be delivered out of Sheol, or in other 
words, would rise again. Whether, and how far this hope 
was entertained by Old Testament saints, are questions that 
can be settled only in connection with the future of salvation. 
For it would, indeed, be one of the blessings to be enjoyed in 
the last days by the members of the kingdom of God. Nothing 
more can be ascertained here than that such a resurrection is, 
at any rate, not represented as something certain and natural 
for man as man. As a rule, the declaration holds good : 

** As the clond is consumed and vanisheth away, 
So he that goeth down to Sheol shall come up no more." ' 



1 Job ul 12 ff., 21 f., vi. 8. « B. J. Ivii. 2. » Kg, Pa. xxxix. 14. 

* 1 Kings xiii, 22, xiv. 11 ; 2 Kings ix. 34ff.; Jer. xvi. 4 ; B. J. xiv. 18 ff., 
Ixvi. 24 ; £zek. xxix. 5, xxxi, 15. 
" Job vii. 8-10, xiv. 7-12, xvi. 22. 
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And it is only as a beautiful dream, at variance, however, 
with the reality, that the idea presents itself to the soul of 
the pious, that God might for a time shelter man in the 
realm of the dead, in order to prove him afterwards, and 
raise him once more to life.^ 

It would be different if the saints who lived subsequently 
to the eighth century, had cherished the belief, at least in 
exceptional cases, that they would be ushered by death not into 
that kingdom of the dead, but into a spiritual communion with 
God, which would compensate them for all the sufferings of 
their earthly life. But that must be distinctly denied. Pas- 
sages such as Ps. xvii., xlix., Ixxiii., would at the most promise 
a future redemption out of Sheol. Ps. xvL, if it is to be 
put to any dogmatic use at all, speaks at any rate of a com- 
plete escape from bodily death. Nothing in the shape of 
proof can be got from the fact that individual saints like Elijah 
are taken home to God without dying, because they are excep- 
tions to the rule, and because in these cases death does not 
occur at all. The same would hold good of Ps. xcix. 6 f., 
if, as seems to me impossible, this late Psalm were, accord- 
ing to Hitzig's exposition, understood to say of men like 
Samuel, Moses, and Aaron, that they stood and made 
intercession before God. Lastly, when the psalmist-poet in 
xxxi. 6, commends his spirit into the hands of God, that 
simply means that he entrusts his life to the protection of 
God. 

The one passage which is cited, with any appearance of 
justification, in support of the belief in an immediate and 
blessed union with God after death, is the difficult and 
obscure passage in Job xix. 25 ff. I have discussed it 
more fully in another place, and may refer for details to that 
exposition.* Every fresh examination of this passage, as well 

> Job xiv. 13 flf. (19). 

' Vorautsettungtn der ehristlichen Lehre wm der UnsterUichkeU, Gottingeii: 
1861, pp. 219-223. In addition to the literature mentioned there, cf. Kostlin. 
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as of the objections brought against my explanation, while 
making me more and more convinced that the passage is almost 
inextricably involved and obscure, and that the text can hardly 
be considered correct, has at the same time convinced me 
that, at least in comparison with the other interpretations in 
vogue, on the supposition of the present text being accurate, 
my own is burdened with comparatively few difficulties, either 
internal or external I frankly acknowledge that even it 
would not be quite fair to the actual words, if we had to treat 
them as simple prose. But the words are so unusual, that 
we must either admit that the text is incurably corrupt, or 
agree that in this case the ordinary laws of Hebrew idiom 
are not to be strictly applied. 

The view that in these words the sufifering saint sees 
opening up before him a spiritual life of blessedness after 
death is, I am still convinced, even after reading Dillmann's 
charming essay, conclusively refuted by the following con- 
siderations. So thorough a contradiction of the view which 
Job expresses so clearly elsewhere ^ cannot be thought of as 
possible without a distinct intimation that the hero's con- 
victions have changed. ITeither Job himself nor his friends 
ever refer, in the speeches that follow, to any such complete 
transformation of the question at issue.^ And, lastly, the 
speech in chap. xix. is clearly just a resumS on a higher 
spiritual key of what has been said in chap. xvL Conse- 
quently, unless we are to despair of any interpretation at all, 
or find in the words a hope of some earthly recompense in 
the hour of death, a hope not at all in keeping with the 
general development of the speeches, and one besides scarcely 



De immortaliUUia spe qutu in libro Johi apparere dicUur^ 1846 ; also the com- 
mentaries of Delitzsch and DiUmann on the passage. Droste {Zeitschr. fur alt- 
test. WUseMch, 1884, 4, 107 ff.). 

^ Job iil 18, yii. 21, 7, z. 21 f., ziy. 10 f. From ziv. 14 it is evident that, 
were Job to attain to the hope of a blessed renewal of his life, he wotdd feel 
satisfied, and bring his complaint to an end. 

* Job zzi. 26, zzz. 23. 
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justifiable on linguistic grounds, there remains only the 
following interpretation. 

Job despairs of succeeding in his contest with his merciless 
friends. He sees no deliverance anywhere from the suffer- 
ing by which he is being consumed. But in the midst of 
this despair he gets hold of the belief that the very God who 
is making war against him in the guise of an enemy is his 
only Helper, who will stand by him in his innocence as the 
upright friend of truth and piety, and will avenge him, 
as an avenger of blood does who stands on the grave of his 
friend, and vows to avenge him.^ This God Job sees, in the 
only way He can be seen, with the spiritual eye, as his 
blood-avenger, " his Backer,'' standing upon his grave, afber his 
body has been wholly destroyed by disease. Hence he wishes 
his blood to cry up unchecked to this highest of blood-aven- 
gers. And being certain of His help, he bids his pitiless 
friends beware of this avenger's sword. He sees this God on 
his side,^ and no longer, as now, estranged and hostile. And 
in ecstasy over this new-won assurance that God will stand 
by him, and help him, his very heart melts within him, and 
he exclaims : — 

" Bnt I know that my arenger liyeth, 
And a blood-avenger will arise over the duet : 
And after this skin of mine has been destroyed, 
And I am stripped of flesh. 

Then I see God {viz,, as a blood-avenger standing over my dust) — 
Him whom I see on my side (fighting for me). 
And mine eyes behold Him — ^no longer hostile. 
Hy reins are consumed within me.* 
If ye say, How we will persecute him 1 
And that the root of the matter is found in me ; 
Be ye afraid of the sword : 
For wrath bringeth the punishment of the sword. 
That ye may know (the Almighty)." * 

> ^ Num. XXXV. 12 ; Job xix. 25 ; cf. xvL 19, 21, xviL 3 (ly, nnb). 
* Gen. xxxl 42. * Cf. Ps. IxxiiL 26. 

^ The translation that seems the next best would be, "An avenger will stand 
upon the dust, and that, too, after this skin of mine is devoured ; and without my 
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If this translation be considered absolutely impossible on 
the ground that nrnx can be understood hero only as a future, 
we have still the possible interpretation that Job hopes, when 
in Sheol, to live to see his cause triumph, and to witness this 
brought about by some divine revelation. At all events, even 
in this passage we find no anticipation of a blessed immortality 
which escapes Sheol. What all anticipate in common is 
primarily a condition of death, without any of the blessedness 
of life. 

3. Nevertheless, according to the faith of the Old Testa- 
ment, death is by no means the same thing for all. The 
difference is in the way in which men meet death, as well as 
in the way in which death comes to them. In this consists 
the judgment of death. The patriarchs of Israel die old and 
full of days, with words of prophecy on their lips,^ which fix 
the destinies of their descendants. And even a heathen 
exclaims, " Let my soul die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like theirs."^ There is a great difference 
between the wicked man who is cut off by a premature and 
miserable death,^ and the godly man who, even in death, holds 
fast to his trust in God,^ or the poor man whom death beckons 
to a peaceful rest.^ Even where there is as yet no idea of a 
resurrection, there is a happy and an unhappy way of dying. 

flesh, ie. in spiritual ecstasy, I see God," etc. That the expression is unusual 
and strange cannot be denied ; but it is equally so, whatever explanation be 
adopted. Drostc translates, ''0 that my destiny were recorded, that it were 
written in a book, then I, even I, would know that my Helper liveth " (xiv. 
13-17). 

* Gen. xlix. ; cf. xxv. 8, xxvii. 27 ff., xlviii. 14ff. 

> Num. xxiii. 10. » Ps. xlix, 13, 16, xciL 8 ff.; Job xi. 20, xxviL 8 f. 

*Job vi. 9f., xix. 25 f., xxii. 18; B. J. Ivil 2; Ps. xcu. 13 ff. (Prov. xi 
7, xiv. 32, xxiii. 18, xxiv. 14). 

« Job uL 13 ff. 
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(c) The Hope of Israel. 
CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE OUTLOOK OF THE MOSAIC AGE FOR A COMPLETE SALVATION. 

Literature. — J. J. Stahelin, Die messianischen Weissagun- 
gen des Alten TestaTnentes, 1847. Baur, Geschichte der aHies- 
tamentlicJien Weissagung, vol. i Giessen 1860. Ed. Biehm, 
"Entwicklung der messianischen Weissagung" (TheoL Stud, 
u. Krit 1865» 1, 2, 1869; 1). Bevised and issued as a 
separate treatise under the title, Die messianische Weissagung, 
ihre JEnsiehung, ihr zeitgeschichtlicher Character und ihr Ver- 
haltniss zu der neuteetamentlichen JSrfullung, Gotha, 2nd ed. 
1885. Translated by Bev. Lewis Muirhead, and published 
by Messrs. T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh 1891. Hofmann, 
Weissagung und Er/Ullung, 1841; 44. Schriftbeweis, 2nd 
ed. 1859, voL 2a. Hengstenberg, Christologie des Alten 
Testamentes, 2nd ed. vol. L 249 ff. Translated by the Bev. 
Theodore Meyer, and published by Messrs. T. & T. Clark, 
Edinburgh 1878. Auberlen, "Die messianischen Weis- 
sagungen der mosaischen Zeit" {Jahrhb. /. deutsche TheoL 
iil 4, p. 778 f.). Storr, Opuscula theologica^ ii. Herder, Briefs 
vher das Studium der Theologie, voL il 225. Bedepenning, 
Commentaritis in locos Veteris Testamenti Messianos (Parts 
1 and 2, Easter 1840, Christmas 1843). Maurice Yemes, 
Histoire des iddes messianiques, Paris 1874. Budolf Anger, 
VorUsungen Ober die Oeschickte der messianischen Idee (1873, 
ed. Erenkel). James Drummond, The Jervish Messiah (Post- 
Maccabean). C. v. Orelli, Die alttestamentliche Weissagung 
von der Vollendung des Crottesreiches in ihrer geschichtlichen 
EniwiMung dargestellL 1882. On the way in which the 
Church has dealt with the question of Messianic prophecy : 
Emesti, Narraiio eritica de interpreiatione prophetiarum Mes- 
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sianarum in eedesia christiaTva (Opascula, 495 f.) ; and Diestel, 
Geschichte des Alien Testamentes, On the blessing of Jacob : 
the treatises of Wagenseil and Deyling, in Ugolino, Thesauriis 
antiq, mcr. vol. xxvi. Jaq. Alting, Groningen 1659. J. J. 
Stahelin, Animadversiones qticsdam in Jacobi vaticinium. 
Friedrich, Breslau 1811; Beinke, Miinster 1849; Diestel, 
1853 ; Land, DispiUatio de carmine Jacobi, Gen. xlix., Speci- 
men Academicum pro Gradu Doctoris TheoL Lugd.-Bat. 
1858. Ewald, "Ueber die ktinstliche Weissagung in der 
Bibel" {Jahrbb. f. biblische Wissensckaft, xii. 2, 187 flf., 1861- 
65), "Geschichte des Volkes Israel," ii 371. For the rest 
cf. Baur, /.c, i. pp. 216, 227. On the blessing of Noah: 
Ewald, Geschichte des Volkes Israel, iii. 598 ; Jahrbb, /. 
biblische Wissenschaft, ix. 25. On the oracles of Balaam, cf. 
the literature in Baur, l.c. i. p. 329. 

1. In general the thoughts of Israel previous to the eighth 
century are exclusively directed to the present Ufa It is not 
merely individuals who put existence after death quite into the 
background, as compared with this earthly life, with its joys 
and sorrows, its rights and duties. The people does so too. The 
consciousness of victory in the age of the conquest, and the 
sunny splendour of the kingdom under David and Solomon, gave 
no occasion for looking forward with longing desire to a better 
future. And during the period of the Judges, national perils 
made the people strain all their energies to reach the im- 
mediate goal. Nothing but the collapse of the nation could 
intensify the yearning for a future and complete salvation. 
And only a more spiritually developed conception of salva* 
tion could make this people fully conscious that the goal of 
God's ways must be something different, nobler, and more 
perfect. Still it was never quite without hopeful thoughts. 
What we call ** Messianic views " necessarily belonged in a 
certain sense to the very essence of this religion. Since the 
God of heaven and earth is the covenant God of Israel, this 
people cannot but be confident that its God and its salvation 
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must be everywhere victorious and be revealed before the 
world as the God and the salvation. Consequently the Mes- 
sianic idea, in its widest sense — that is, belief in the victory of 
the people of Jehovah — is, from the very first, part and parcel 
of Israel's religion. But the ways which lead to this goal, 
and the particular form in which it will present itself, are 
only gradually disclosed to the prophetic eye, and that too 
as a result of the historical surroundings of the people. 

2. The oldest written testimony we have of such hopes of 
victory is probably the beautiful piece of popular poetry 
which has come down to us as Jacob's blessing. Not, indeed, 
as if it was actually a product of the patriarchal age, 
dictated by one of the nation's ancestors. It is impossible 
that a series of songs, consisting of a number of loosely 
connected oracles, of almost no importance for most of 
the tribes, should have held its ground for centuries, 
during the utter darkness of the sojourn in Egypt — itself a 
period without a history — during the heroic age of Moses 
and Joshua, and during all the confusion of the age of the 
Judges, till about the time of David. It is impossible that the 
separate tribes should have, for seven centuries, accurately pre- 
served each its own particular prophecy, and these, prophecies 
without any important bearing on the present or the future 
of most of the tribes — that Asher, for instance, will inherit 
a fat land; Benjamin become noted for ferocity in war; 
and Issachar prove a feeble, dishonourable tribe. Must 
Seuben, Simeon, and Levi have faithfully preserved the 
record of their own shame, as is elsewhere done only in those 
satirical songs, with which one people is wont to express its 
contempt for another? Furthermore, it is impossible, even 
on the most high-strung theory of soothsaying, that such 
revelations about the future should have been made to the 
national ancestor. Had it been given to an ancestor of 
Israel's to discern, by miraculous illumination, the future of 
his posterity, what scenes would have passed before him I 
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The oppression ia Egypt, the great deliverance, Zion with 
its house of God, the prophets and the priests, the Davidic 
king! That would have been a real glimpse into the 
future. And yet all that together would not be so un- 
natural and incomprehensible as these trivial geographico- 
statistical notices, which are a mere description of the 
map of conquered Canaan, and of the relations of the 
several tribes to each other, as these developed during 
the period of the Judges. To specify, several centuries 
beforehand, the boundaries of these little tribes, their 
historical peculiarities, their honour, and their shame, would 
certainly be the very strangest miracle of knowledge. And 
no one who understands the essence of true prophecy will 
have a moment's doubt as to the character of the sayings 
under consideration. 

The piece is, as Land has shown to be probable, a song com- 
posed of several different national songs and proverbs. While 
much the larger part of it belongs to the latest period of the 
Judges, its closing stanzas date from about the commence- 
ment of the Davidic era. Words are put into the mouth of 
Israel's dying ancestor about the future of the several 
tribes. Their present sufferings and joys, as well as their 
hopes, are turned into prophecies. This is a dress of which 
the Old Testament is particularly fond, and one which we stUl 
find in Deuteronomy, Job^ and the prophecies of Balaam, in 
Daniel, Ecclesiastes, Enoch, Ezra IV., etc. The real prophecy 
in this piece is not what is said about the tribes and their 
condition in Canaan. But the ideal hopes connected with 
Joseph and Judah are prophecies in the strict sense. For 
Joseph no hope is expressed, which would be of any special 
significance for the history of the chosen people, as such. In 
similes of matchless beauty he is promised warlike renown, 
glory, a large and fertile land, and princely rank among his 
brethren. On the other hand, the figure of Judah is brought 
into connection with the future of the whole people. On 
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him depends the hope that the kingdom of Gk)d will be 
triumphant 

This tribe is undoubtedly promised supremaoj over its 
brethren. Its warlike prowess and glory are specially 
extolled. Then the metaphor of a ravening lion of resistless 
strength is beautifully exchanged for one of a peaceful 
character, representing Judah in the full enjoyment of every- 
thing good, with abundance of wine and milk, the very 
picture of undisturbed prosperity. Hence, as the leader of 
Israel all through the nation's period of struggle, Judah is 
undoubtedly to enjoy a season of undisturbed and glorious 
peace. 

The only thing doubtful is whether the words of the 
difficult tenth verse are meant to add anything special to this 
idea. They run as follows, ''The sceptre will not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet" 
D^p nnp^ \^ ni<^)r Kb; ^3 ny. The picture shows us Judah as 
a judge in Israel, with the ruler's staff in his hand,^ as in the 
poetry of later times Judah is himself described as just such 
a ruler's staff in the hand of Grod.^ This staff rests between 
the feet of Him who sits on the throne, as we often see in the 
relievos of Nineveh, which represent a king seated on his throne. 
It was also a Greek custom.' This state of royal, judicial 
dignity is not to cease till a still more perfect condition 
arises ; in other words, is not to cease at all, but simply to 
develop into a glorious kingdom of perfect peace.^ 

The last words are obviously meant to express some kind 
of limitation to this hegemony of Judah. But the difficulty 

^ Nam. zxL 18 ; Judg. r. 14. * Pa. Iz. 9, cviii 9. 

* Pausanias iz. 406. 

* It is well known that here the early Christian school of interpretation, e.g, 
Justin, ed. Otto L 204, laid much stress upon the (act that with the coming of 
Shiloh — that is to say, the Messiah — ^the ruler's staff was to depart from 
Jndah, •.«. the land was to lose its independence. Even Alting proves in yol. 
iv.y that in Israel the distinction between the tribes and *'the snooession of 
teaching " ceased with the advent of Jesus. That all this is quite foreign to the 
meaning of the words requires no farther proof. 

VOL. XL Y 



338 OLD TESTAMEKT THEOLOGY. 

of explaining the word Shiloh is so great that it might well 
occur to one to take the whole half-verse as a half-understood 
gloss, did not the whole construction and rhythm of the 
verse militate against sach a view. 

The most obvious interpretation is, without question, to 
refer the word rfr^, or, as it is perhaps better to read it, 
following the versions, n^', to the well-known Ephraimitish 
town which was, from the time of Joshua, the chief centre of 
political unity, and, till the disastrous war against the Philis- 
tines in Eli's days, the national sanctuary, and which, from 
that date, disappears from the history of Israel.^ In that 
case one would naturally translate " until he comes to 
Shiloh," that is, until tbe rights of leadership, which he 
exercised during the wilderness journey, come to an end with 
the conquest of the country. But this reference seems to me 
absolutely impossible. To come to Shiloh cannot possibly 
mean, simply as it stands, to take part in the first parliament 
under Joshua. All the other tribes are described according 
to the circumstances in which they were when Canaan was 
already in their possession. Why, in the case of Judah alone, 
should attention be directed to him only down to this period ? 
Besides, during the journey through the wilderness, and while 
the conquest was going on, Judah was no doubt one of the 
chief fighting tribes. But a sceptre it did not possess, least 
of all over its brethren. If a ruling tribe could be spoken of 
at all during that period, it was Levi, the tribe of Moses, and 
then Ephraim, the tribe of Joshua. Finally, with the parlia- 
ment in Shiloh, Judah does not begin to get the " obedience 
of the peoples," no matter whether these " peoples" be taken 
to mean the tribes of Israel or foreign nations. 

While giving this same translation, Ewald and Dillmann 
interpret somewhat differently, as follows: "Judah is the 

^ "fr^* nb^y )^y Judg. xvui. 31 ; 1 Sam. i. 8, iv. 3 f. ; Ps. IxxvuL 60 ; 
Jcr. vii. 12, 14. For this place, the present Selldn, cf. Robinson and Smith, 

Travels, iii. 305 ; Furrer, p. 226. . The phrase, H^Jtr K3S occurs in 1 Sam. iv. 12, 
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strong and successful leader of the people until he comes to 
Shiloh, and receives the obedience of the nations, i.e. until he 
has subdued the Canaanites, and can then think of peace in 
the fertile land." They remind us that Judah was the last 
to get settled, and that, as leader in the earliest times, he 
appears to have done the most to make Israel a nation. But 
this view is conclusively disproved by the one circumstance 
that, if we give up the reference to that first parliament, 
Judah did not come to Shiloh at alL Shiloh is a city of 
Ephraimy and it is simply impossible that "to come to 
Shiloh '' should be the standing expression by which aruyther 
trtbe fixes the date of its own successful settlement 

Similar objections are conclusive also against Land's view. 
He translates ''a ruler (sceptre?? according to the Septuagint) 
will not depart from Judah, in other words, David will not 
lose the hegemony over Judah until he (David) comes to 
Shiloh, ix. until he brings Ephraim also under his sway, and 
with Ephraim all the tribes, after which the reign of peace 
will come." Land holds that it is a prophecy of blessing 
which David got while reigning at Hebron. But apart from 
the fact that here, where tribes are spoken of all through, the 
ruler's stafif can scarcely indicate a king, even though the 
peoples be taken to mean, as is certainly possible linguisti- 
cally,^ the tribes of Israel, — it tells against this interpretation, 
that Shiloh, at that time, at any rate, was no longer the site 
of the sanctuary and therefore, no longer a symbol, as it 
were, of the national unity, and that Ishbosheth reigned at 
Mahanaira. 

Consequently, those who hold by the place Shiloh, have to 
translate '' so long as one comes to Shiloh," t.«. for all time. 
But the passages which prove that ^V has the meaning 
" while still," ** during," * do not, in my opinion, despite the 

^ Ckn. xlviii. 4 (though there in a poetic passage) ; Dent, xxxii. 8 (doubtful), 
xxxiii. 3 ; Isa. iii. 13 (doubtful) ; most clearly in Lev. viL 20 ; Hos. x. 14. 
s Jndg. iu. 26 ; Cant L 12 (r iy)- 



I 
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confident assertion of Baur, justify the translation of '*?^ bj 
'^ so long aa" I also doubt, despite Jer. vii. 1 2, whetiier the 
phrase '' so long as one comes to Shiloh/' was a proverbial 
expression for " continually." Obviously, then, the " coming 
to Shiloh " is meant to be a limit of time, and the only 
possible subject to IC^ is either Judah or Shiloh. 

Hence all reference to the city of Shiloh must be given up. 
By doing so, however, we launch out into the open sea of 
doubtful conjecture. It seems suitable to take Shiloh as a 
shortened form of the noun Shilon, which would thus be a 
proper name,^ signifying ''the man of peace," and then to 
translate "until the peaceful one comes." In that case it 
would be, to use Hengstenberg^s phrase, " the first name of 
the Bedeemer." But how should this word suddenly start 
up here like a mysterious phantom, to disappear again as 
suddenly? The poet should surely have said^ ''till the 
king come whose name is Shiloh." Others, changing the 
pronunciation of the word, give it the meaning of rest, 
resting-place, safety, and translate " until Judah comes to 
the resting-place, to peace." But how singularly liable 
to misapprehension would this idea have been when ex- 
pressed by so very unusual a word, and by the accusative 
of direction, too ! 

I must frankly confess that I have not been able to 
make up my mind very clearly about these words.* It 

^ fi7*\^ (just as in the name of the city the |^ is still heard in Seil&n). Heng- 
stenberg is right in withdrawing, at Tach's instance, the suggested connection, 
with the formation "IQ^p. The name would be firom n^^= U?^» and practically 
the same as the proper name nbpfi^. 

* nbc^, n^* I cf. in Enobel (^^, Ps. xxx. 7 ; cf. Tvh^, Ps- cxxiL 7 ; Proy. 

V V V •• * :  T : - 

i 82, xvii 1 ; Jer. xxii. 21 ; Ezek. xtI. 49, etc ^^, Job xvi. 12, xx. 20, 

••T 

xxL 23; Ezek. xxiii. 42; Ps. Ixxiii. 12, etc.). (Explanations such as "hiB 
child," after Deut xxviii. 67, I naturally pass over in silence.) 

' For the sake of completeness I mention Seineke*s view {Oeseh, d, V. Isr, 
Th. I. 1876, pp. 56, 66), who conjectures here an intentional mutilation of the 
word by the omission of the ' *m, " and understands Shalem = Jerusalem. (In like 
manner, we should have Chirah=:Chitam, Onan^Amnon, Shela=Shelomoh.^— 
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seems to me most probable that n^ is the original reading,^ 
while rk^ represents, perhaps, a play of cabalistic ingenuity 
with the word Messiah,* and that the word is composed of 
'^f^ and 7\b, which stands for Sh, according to the style of this 
piece.' Similar combinations and \tf for "^^ are elsewhere 
very old/ and need not excite surprise in a piece marked by 
such linguistic peculiaritiea A passage in Ezekiel already 
alludes in an unmistakable way to this meaning of these 
words ;^ and the versions themselves undoubtedly point to 
some such interpretation.^ The verse would then run, ** The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler^s staff from 
between his feet, untQ He comes to whom it belongs ; and 
unto Him shall the obedience of the peoples be." In this 
case, we are shown as the goal of Judah's victorious career 
as premier tribe, the kingdom of David reducing the peoples 
to subjection, — for here, in contrast with " his brethren," " the 
sons of his father," the peoples are no doubt the heathen, — 
and bringing in a time of peace and abundant prosperity. 
If the piece was finished under the impression made by 
the rise of the youthful David, such a reference to 
him and such a forecast of his grand achievements need 
excite no surprise. 

In this way, the hope of a golden age of peace and the 
thought of the kingdom of God being finally established, — in 
other words, the Messianic idea in its simplest form, — would 
be connected with the Davidic kingdom that was to come 

Kay8er*8 explanation might haTe a l)etter daim for consideration : ^y ^3 'w, 

when booty is bronght, XpV, it ia his spoil, etc. ; and moat of all, Lagarde'a 
coi^ectoie Di^KB^ (Onom.'iL 96), "he for whom Judah longs." 

1 Samar. Sept Aqnila, 25 Codd. of Kennicott, 13 of de Bossi, etc 

* p6*B^ IO^ is = 868 - rWD. 

" Archaic form of ^n — 1 «-fir. twice in ver 11. * Jndg. v. 7, \T^* 

* Ezek. XXL 82 (Eng. Bib. ver. 27), tDMfen ^hn^ 3Kny. 

* Sept. rk Air$»tifU9M mi^rf, Aqnila, f kw»uTm fmn^rpn, Ererything wonld 
oerUinlj be very mnch simplified if, with Wellhansen and Stade, we might 

take p) as a gloss intended to explain the nnnsnal form HT^, "nntil he comes 
whom the peoples obey,'* bnt the rhythm is against this explanation. 
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forth out of Judah and conquer the nations.^ In any case, 
the hope of an age of victory and of happy peace is connected 
with Judah. 

And to David, the man who was destined to realise to the 
people of God the idea of the kingdom, the assurance was 
clearly vouchsafed, not only by the prophetic words with 
which he was heralded, but also by the feeling of divine 
favour awakened within his own breast, that the kingdom 
founded by him would result in a sovereignty that would 
continually aim at a higher and nobler development, full of 
divine blessing and undreamt-of grandeur. True, one may 
justly doubt if Nathan's words to David in 2 Sam. vil 4 ff., 
and the king's reply, have not been put into a more definite 
form, in reference to David's famous son, Solomon, the builder 
of the temple, than they historically had. But, in my 
opinion, all the rules of sound criticism warrant us in believ- 
ing that Psalm xviii. and the last words of David in 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 1-8 are authentic. 

It may be that the ideas of a later age are expressed 
when Nathan promises the king that his house, and Solomon 
in particular, the builder of the temple, will be specially 
favoured by God ; that to him will belong, in a very special 
sense, the dignity of Israel as the Son of God; and that, 
consequently, to this royal house the sacred vocation of 
Israel wiU be specially delegated. And when the prophecy 
goes on to promise this house that, if it fall into sin, it will 
suffer chastisement, but not rejection, like Saul's family ; that 
it will endure for ever, not, of course, in the metaphysical 
sense, as if any of its individual members would live " for 
ever," but in the sense in which this word is applied elsewhere 
to rulers and ruling houses,^ \iz, that there will be no sudden 
end, no break in the regular line of family descent ; when, in 
a word, the complete establishment of the kingdom of God 

^ It seems to be already so interpreted in 1 Chron. y. 2. 
* Cf. e.g, 1 Sam. i. 22, ziii 18, 1 Kings i. 31. 
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on earth is directly connected with this Davidic house which 
God loves, — ^all this is, perhaps, a hope of later times. To these 
times also may be due the saying ascribed to David, when, 
with humble gratitude, he replies to this promise in the 
words : " Such favour is almost too much. Is this a way to 
deal with men,^ that God should not only give them assur- 
ances for themselves but permit them to see the development 
of their race in later ages ? " Now in his last words, with 
their genuinely antique diction,^ David certainly speaks of 
God's sure and everlasting covenant with the house of David. 
And in Psalm xviiL he extols the God who giveth great 
deliverance to his king, and showeth loviugkindness to His 
anointed, to David and to his seed for evermore.^ In fact, it 
was only on the basis of such assurance that the larger 
hopes could be afterwards built. Hence it was on the kings 
of David's house that the pious Israelite of later times centred 
all those hopes, of which the royal psalms are full,* — victory, 
dominion, life, and sonship with God. 

4. Of quite a different character from this purely political 
and national hope is the outlook into the future found in 
the descriptions given by B and C of the early ages. The 
very beginning of the narrative regarding human sin and 
death opens with a grand glimpse of complete salvation. In 
pronouncing sentence on the tempter,' God says, " I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt braise 



^ Such is my inteTpretation of D*TKn TVSPi T\W)t Is that man's way ? is that 

how it is wont to be done by man or towards man? ^LuJ"l cir^f^'* 

D^jn3n mvif etc Thenins differently, ** And thus after the manner of men," 
etc. Thoa hast spoken as one man to another. Ewald and Bertheau would 
read after Chronicles, miT ^3inni (1 Chron. xvii. 17). 

* The utterance of David, the son of Jesse, the utterance of the man who was 
highly exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob and the sweet psalmist of 
Israel (2 Sam. xxiii. 1). 

* Ps. xviii. 51 (2 Sam. xxii. 51). ^ Ps. ii., xx., xxi., xlv., ex. 
' Gen. iii 15. 
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his heeL"^ Since early days the seed of the woman has 
been understood to be the Messiah. Bat the tenn '* seed/' 
when it stands without any defining word, cannot well mean 
anything but posterity as suoh. It is true an individual 
may also be spoken of as " the seed of Abraham/' etc., but 
in that case this narrower signification must be made quite 
plain. When the seed of the first woman, the mother of 
mankind, is spoken of, the only possible meaning is the 
human race in general, and any one of its members only as 
a member of the human family. Least of all is it permissible 
to understand by this "seed of the woman" a specially 
developed race of men in contrast to another race. No doubt 
one particular line of a man's descendants may be called his 
" seed," — in other words, a particular branch of his descendants 
may be singled out from the rest, who are not made his heirs 
in the strict sense, and do not continue his family along the 
legitimate line. But in that case it must be expressly said, 
which line of his descendants is chosen, and why it is to be 
reckoned as "his seed," to the exclusion of the others. 
Where this is not done, all his children are his seed. Now in 
the case before us, the matter does not admit of doubt. It is 
impossible that one part of the human race should be " the 
seed of the serpent," and another " the seed of the woman." 
Why, for instance, should Cain, the woman's firstborn, not be 
called " the seed of the woman " ? The woman is certainly not 
the representative of one race among mankind, the race that 
is to be saved, so that the children of salvation would 
be her children, as believers are, according to Paul, the 
children of Abraham. The woman is the sinful, natural 
mother of sinful, natural, redeemable humanity. Here, where 
the narrative is still dealing with the very beginning of 

^ The rare word fpK^ might in itself be quite well need in two different mean- 
ings, '<to braise" and «to snap at" (parallel with r|Mfi^> cf. Job ix. 17 ; Dill- 
mann). In this case the author wonld have intentionally played on the doable 
meaning of the word. For onr purpose it is a matter of no moment. 
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hUtorj, the human race is still included in the one common 
mother. 

That there is a seed of the serpent hostile to this seed of 
the woman is indeed a plain inference from the whole pur- 
pose of the narrator. The woman and the serpent are 
hereditary foes. Their progeny are also to continue irrecon- 
cilably hostile. As a blood feud starts afresh with each new 
generation, so is this ancient struggle to be kept up for ever 
and ever. The narrative itself certainly does not require us 
to treat the seed of the serpent as a definite and clear concep- 
tion. But if one must give a more definite explanation, the 
term is, at any rate^ not to be understood as meaning the 
devil, and still less men who make themselves " children of 
the evil one." It is rather the self-generating power of 
temptation and sin in its individual manifestations. 

Mankind must never make peace with this power of 
temptation and sin which has caused it to fall; in other 
words, with the sensual, selfish development of the animal 
life. Man must never feel content to remain an animal. 
The first triumph of temptation must result in a hereditary 
struggle, the moral struggle of humanity, which gives birth 
to all the higher life of mankind. This can never be a joyous, 
painless struggle. As the serpent pierces with its poison-fang 
the heel that crushes it, so man, in spite of painful wounds, 
must grapple with temptation. But the struggle will end in 
victory. Man will plant his foot on the venomous head of 
the serpent, temptation, and crush it to death. 

Here, therefore, we have in very truth a Protevangelium. 
Whoever treats the Bible narrative with the justice which 
would never be denied to a Greek or an Egyptian myth, and 
takes the words not in their mere literal sense,^ but, as the 
nature of a myth demands, in their deep moral and religious 

^ In that case it would simply be a question of the inatinctiyo hatred which 
forces men and serpents into an irreconcilable stmggle for mutoal exter- 
mination. 
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significance, will acknowledge that our interpretation is not 
put into the words, but is taken out of them. Men have 
their task of salvation assigned them, with its pain and 
sufiering, but also with the hope of victory in view. And it 
is most appropriate that, at the very threshold of human 
history, universal humanity should appear as victor in this 
battle, including, as it still does, in its own unity, every 
individual instrument of that victory, even the highest How 
this victory is to be achieved, which race of mankind is to be 
chosen to lead the van in the battle, and what forms and phe- 
nomena of life will then come under review, — all this can be 
only gradually unfolded, as the whole plan of the narrative 
shows. 

To entrust the sacred line of Shem with the task of saving 
humanity is the main purpose of the short section known as 
the blessing of Noah.^ Ham, who has shamelessly dis- 
honoured his father, is cursed in the person of his son 
Canaan.^ Japheth and Shem are both blessed, though in 
different ways. While the wish is expressed that God should 
enlarge Japheth, that is, give him success and free development, 
it is said of Shem, the first-born, " Blessed be Jehovah, the 
God of Shem." ^ Hence Shem is to be the people of Jehovah, 
the people of the true God and the true religion. Consequently, 
as the first-born of this line, Abraham is, in the ordinary 
course of things, the bearer of the true religion. 

For our purpose the meaning of this utterance is not really 
altered, whether the phrase in verse 27, '' and let him dwell in 
the tents of Shem," be referred to Jehovah or to Japheth. 
For Jehovah's special relation to Shem is the main fact, and 
is not altered by either rendering. But, so far as this question 

1 Gen. ix. 25-27. 

' Undoubtedly the narrative originally spoke not of Ham but of Canaan as 
Koab's son. 

' When an account is being given of the great happiness or special gloiy of 
any person, the pious ejaculation of the ancient Hebrew is, ** Blessed be the 
God of that person " (Gen. zxir. 27). 
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itself is concerned, I am still of opinion that the reference to 
Jehovah is the more natural,^ and that the author means to say 
that God will be one of Shem's household — ^will " dwell in 
the midst of him.** ' That Japheth (the Assyrian ?) is meant 
to dwell with Shem as his guest, and destroy the Canaanite, is 
neither a natural interpretation of the words before us, nor in 
accordance with the circumstances of the time, to which B 
belongs. That Elohim stands here, and not Jehovah, is no 
argument against the view we are advocating. The former 
name of God had to be used in connection with Japheth ; and 
if Jehovah had been repeated in place of it, then it would have 
seemed as if some contrast between Elohim and Jehovah were 
intended. Nor do I think it conclusive that the ] standing 
alone should not be taken as antithetical. There is no real 
antithesis between Japheth and Shem; both are blessed, 
although in different degrees. The main objection against the 
usual interpretation is, that one people csmnot dwell in the 
tents of another, except as a conqueror,' a thought which, in 
this case cannot, of course, be entertained. Besides, it is quite 
natural that the recipient of the chief blessing should encroach 
even on his brother's blessing, just as the curse on Canaan is, 
in fact, repeated after the manner of a refrain.^ 

Within the family of Shem the work of salvation is now 
entrusted to Abraham, and to that part of his posterity which 
forms the holy line of Israel. To show these their work of 
salvation, and the hope of its perfect fulfilment, is the common 
object of the blessings communicated in B and C to the 
ancestors of Israel. It is certain they are assured by prophecy 
of a numerous and happy progeny, which will prove them to 
be the blessed of God on earth. It is certain they are 
promised the land of their sojoumings, in its ideal extent, 

^ Ab e,g, y. Hofmsno, L 182. * Cf. eg. Nam. xzxr. 84 ; Ps. zlvi. 6. 

* So e,g. 1 Chron. T. 10 (so Justin, ed. Otto, ii 454). 

* The txuDslation, " And let him (Japheth) dwell in tents of renown " (after 
tI. 4, XL 4), may be set aside, becaase in this context no one who did not intend 
to mislead the reader would use DC^ except of Noah's son. 
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** from the river of Egypt even to the Euphrates." They are, 
tfaerefore, represented as the blessed among mankind. 

But these passages were also meant, according to the old 
view, to declare that in Abraham and his descendants all 
peoples would be blessed, since by him and his seed after him 
the true religion would be communicated to every nation. In 
that case we should see opening np before us the prospect of 
a universal salvation, and should be brought back from the 
line of Shem and Abraham, as the instruments of that salva- 
tion, to the mankind of the Protevangelium, with onr minds 
enriched by new insight into the historical ways that lead to 
this goal of humanity. Nor would there be anything strange 
in this, considering how wide is the horizon of B. 

But the words cannot bear this interpretation. If the 
Niphal of the verb had been used throughout, then, possibly, the 
passive meaning " be blessed " might be defended, although, 
even in the Niphal, by far the most common meaning is the 
reflexive or medial.^ But in several of the passages under 
consideration the Hithpael alternates with the NiphaL^ 
Beyond all doubt, therefore, the meaning is '' to bless one 
another mutually." And of the passages in which the 
Hithpael occurs, one at least is certainly from B.' Conse- 
quently, the interchange of the two conjugations is a proof 
that here even the Niphal cannot have a purely passive 
meaning. Moreover, the expression *' in thee " alternates with 
" in thy seed," or, ** in thee and in thy seed." Most decisive 
of all, however, are the numerous similar phrases in the Old 
Testament, in which, without exception, a man is called a 
blessing, in the sense that, whenever one intends to pronounce 
a blessing, one quotes him as a visible proof of divine blessing : 
" God make thee as Abraham and as his seed." ^ 

1 Ewald, Oram. § 128a ; cf. 183a. 

' Niphal, Gen. xiL 3, zviu. 18, xxyiii 14 ; Hithpael, Gen. xziL IS, xxvi 4. 

• Gen. xzTL 4. 

^ Gen, xlviiL 20. "In thee let Israel bleae, saying, God make thee as 

Ephraim and as Manasseh " ; U ISIsn^ paraUel to i^tW, Jer. iv. 8 ; simi- 
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In Abraham (and in bis seed) all nations are to receive 
blessing, or bless themselves ; in other words, wherever, among 
the nations of the world, a blessing is pronounced or received, 
there Abraham and his posterity are to be mentioned as the 
ideal of divine blessing. It is the promise of an unprecedented 
blessing which is to result from Abraham's blameless fidelity 
and devoted piety,^ and be transmitted by him to all his 
descendants through endless generations, a blessing which 
certainly implies, according to the universal view of the ancient 
world, the indirect acknowledgment that the God of this 
family is also the true God of salvation. 

And when it is said that God will bless those who bless the 
family of Abraham, and curse those who curse it,^ the words 
imply that the people which saves mankind is also the people 
which condemns it, the stone on which one stumbles and 
by which one lifts oneself up. This thought^ the full 
development of which is the doctrine that the Son of Man and 
His disciples are to judge the world, appears here in its first 
and, as yet, material form. 

5. As for the ideas contained in Num. xxiv. 17-19 of a 
victorious future for Israel, the date of their origin cannot be 
fixed with any certainty, and they are not in themselves of 
any particular importance. The heathen seer, Balaam,' cer- 
tainly a famous figure in Palestinian legend, appears as the 
hero of a little religious poem, the main thought of which is 
that, in the case of a people blessed of God, every evil design 
of its foes must eventuate in blessing. He has, against his 
will, to bless Israel and express the hopes which fill the 

larly Pft. IxxiL 17 (to imil^^); cf. Mai. iii. 12. So a man bpcomes " a 
blessing/' as, on the other hand, he becomes *' a cane," when it is said, " God 
destroy thee like him," Jer. zzix. 22 ; Deut, zxviii. 87 ; Ps. zliv. 15, Ixiz. 12 ; 
1 Kings ix. 7 ; cf. Zech. yiii. 18 ; Jer. xlii. 18, xliv. 8, 12 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 26 ; 

cf. Ps. xxi. 7 ; Num. ▼. 21 ; Job xviL 6, xxx. 9 (nfe, 7)^}^, felD, H^X). The 
nearest to onr phrase is B. J. Let. 16. 

^ Gen. xxii. 18, xxri. 6. ' Geo. xii. 8. 

* In Nnm. xzxi 8, 16 ; Josh. xiii. 22 (A) his figure is sketched with bitter 
hostility. 
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breast of the poet Iq religious import these go in no respect 
beyond what is contained in Jacob's blessing. Balaam points 
to the kingdom of Israel which will triumphantly destroy the 
surrounding nations. Probably this refers, in the first in- 
stance, to some historical king (David). But we may agree 
that hope is here soaring beyond the present And the whole 
form of the purposely dark utterance regarding " the Star 
which, in the distant future, is to come out of Jacob," as well 
as the reference to the roar of great national storms, makes 
Balaam's words specially suitable as a foundation for further 
musings on the last age of man. 

In the Mosaic age, therefore, as regards express and 
definite words, we meet merely with the first and simplest 
mode of anticipating the accomplishment of salvation. The 
prophecy begins with the external hope of national triumph 
and of Israel's supremacy in the land of his fathers, the hope 
of an age of peace after a glorious struggle, of a Davidic 
kingdom with its everlasting covenant of grace, its grand 
and splendid aims and its sonship to Grod. With this is 
connected, but in a more sporadic fashion, the hope of the 
moral triumph of mankind and its religious development, 
the main instruments of which are Abraham and his de- 
scendants. How old these Messianic hopes in their first 
national form are, we see from the fact that even Amos has 
to contend against the fleshly and immoral hopes with which 
the people thought of the " day of the Lord," that is to say, of 
history being triumphantly changed into victory for the king- 
dom of God.^ 

6. In addition to these glimpses into the future of which 
the people were conscious, prior to the age of the great pro- 
phets, a historical inquiry may also be permitted to allude in 
a few words to the signs by which at that time Israel's figure 

1 Amos y. 18 ff. If Joers prophecy dated from the ninth century, then • 15, 
iL 1 if., would prove that even then *' the day of God " was a constant element 
in the popular views. 
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and history gave indications, not noted hj contemporaries, of 
a higher development, and thus enabled later ages to under- 
stand the goal. Such signs could not but exist among a 
people which had, while in an imperfect stage of development, 
to represent the purposes of God with man. 

The covenant fellowship of Israel with God is not based 
upon the people's conduct, but upon God's mercy and thoughts 
of lova Hence it cannot be conceived of as weak or transient 
or destined to imperfect expression. God's plans cannot be 
frustrated by man's weakness. Consequently, this covenant 
requires an unchecked and triumphant unfolding of God's 
purposes of love with Israel. Being a covenant of the God 
of all the earth with His own people, it requires that all 
resistance on the part of the world should be rendered of no 
avail, and that God should prove Himself the Lord of the 
whole world. ''All the earth must become full of His 
glory." And since His name and His honour are bound up 
with this people, it, too, must be made manifest as glorious, 
triumphant, world-subduing. 

Even the way in which this world-conquest is to be 
brought about, is foreshadowed in the legend and history of 
Mosaism. Out of the holy family God develops a holy 
peopla He gives His people a country as *'the natural 
basis of its national spirit," the land of their fathers — Canaan. 
Thus God plants His salvation in the earthly soil of the life 
of a people which is developing into an independent state. 
This implies that salvation must be developed within a state 
whose king is God and whose statutes are heavenly, divine. 
And against the commonwealth of this state all the hostility 
of the world shaU prove of no avail. For the power at 
work within it is the power of the God who rules the world, 
doing wonders. Thus the victories of Israel's youth are 
prophecies of the final victory of the kingdom of God over 
the whole earth. Thus the wonders of the Exodus and the 
deliverance from Egyptian oppression and bondage foretell 
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the wonderful deliverance of the growing kingdom of Qod 
out of every trouble and humiliation which the world can 
cause. To this kingdom the world must submit, or be 
ground to powder. 

But the generation that Moses called from Egypt did not 
enter the land of promise. The salvation itself they could 
not, it is true, make of none effect by their unbeliei But 
they made it of none effect for themselves. And during the 
period of the Judges the people, by falling away from God, 
brought upon themselves sore distress. These judgments 
foretell that the accomplishment of salvation must, at the same 
time, be a judgment against unbelief and undeanness in the 
sacred community. Only a remnant inherits salvation. 

And when the flood sweeps away sinful humanity, when 
Sodom is destroyed by the fire of God, when Canaan, having 
defiled the land by following the shameless conduct of his 
ancestor, has to be destroyed from off its sacred soil with a 
terrible destruction, when the kingdom of God is established 
only by the condemnation and destruction of Egypt and 
Canaan, powers that contend with God, — all this is but a 
prophecy that the divine plans imply a judicial power on 
which life and death depend, and that whatsoever sets itself 
against God must go down before Him. 

Moreover, sacred legend and history point to a mysterious 
and incomprehensible law of divine love and wisdom — the 
suffering of the best Abel, who pleased God, dies by the 
murderous hand of Cain. Isaac, the son of promise, must 
lie on the altar ready to be offered up, while his father 
endures the most terrible of agonies in surrendering his only 
son. A fugitive and an exile, Moses must ripen into the 
man of salvation. In slavery, at the risk of his life, and in 
prison, Joseph must become the saviour of Israel. David, 
the great hero-king, must sojourn as a hunted outlaw and 
robber in the deserts and caves of Judah, till he becomes the 
deliverer of Israel The heralds of salvation, the bearers 
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of God's mercy, have to pass through sufifering and death 
before they win salvation for themselves and othera. 
Salvation is not born save by the travail which the best 
endure. Indeed, the i)eople itself in its bondage in Egypt is 
a type, as the community in Babylon was afterwards, of the 
suffering servant of God, and points to a mystery of divine 
wisdom. 

Finally, the figures by which salvation is historically con- 
ditioned present themselves to the spirit by an inner necessity 
as conditions also of its fulfilment When the prophets saw in 
vision the picture of this fulfilment, these figures naturally pre- 
sented themselves as types of the instruments of this perfect 
salvation. In this sense Moses the prophet is the first type 
of the Mediator. By his side stands Aaron the priest, who 
connects the people with God, and consecrates it. This he 
certainly does in such a way that on the one hand this figure had 
but little significance for the prophets, and on the other there 
existed alongside of it a freer and more popular priesthood, 
which never quite disappeared from the hori;5on of the people.* 
But, from the time of David, both these figures pale in the 
imagination of the people before the picture of the Davidic 
king. His is the figure which appears the most indispensable 
condition of all true happiness for Israel. David is the third 
and by far the most important type of the Consummator. 

Thus the prophets found in history itself the features, 
which they worked into their picture of the future. Their 
prophecy is their faith's interpretation of these features. 
Even the holy place with its local limitations, the closely-shut 
Holy of Holies, the shedding of animal blood, — in a word, 
the whole earthly array of sacred forms prophesied of spir- 
itual realities of which it was but an imperfect expression.' 
** Moses," too, prophesied of Christ, as every transient form is 
a proof and prophecy of the Eternal. 

* Gen. xiv. 18 ff.; P«. ex. 4 (2 Sam. vi.; 1 Chron. xt. 27). 

' Ex. xxT. 40 ; 1 Kings viU. 13, 27 (R J. liii.; Heb. viii 5, ix. 8, 13). 
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THE HOPE OF THE PROPHETIC PERIOD, 



(a) Fviure Salvation as an Ad of God. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE DIVINE ADVENT AND THE DAY OF THE LORD. 

1. From the eighth century onwards the attention of the 
prophets had been more and more directed to the inevitable 
destruction of the outward glory of salvation as it first took 
shape. But it was impossible for them to think that the 
history of the kingdom of God in Israel could be ended by 
that destruction. Before their spiritual eye there rose from 
the ruins of their people's ancient glory a higher and more 
perfect form of the kingdom of God. When other peoples 
are in a state of decay, their spiritual representatives are 
w^ont to give expression to the sense of frailty and hopeless 
weakness ; but here we see the very prophets who are laying 
Israel in the grave, and standing as mourners by the bier, 
declaring their unwavering conviction that this people's 
vocation is everlasting, and that in it salvation will come 
to full fruition. 

The salvation of the future, like that of the past, can be 
brought about only by an act of God Himself. What Israel 
attempts without Him is travail without fruit.^ However 
nany the instruments of His salvation, God Himself is the 
really efficient cause of deliverance; and what He has been in 
the past, He will be in the future. Thus, from Amos down to 
the prophets of the Exile, the hope lives on that God in 
His unchangeable love to Israel will rescue, ransom, and 
redeem His people anew and for ever, grant them light and 

^ According to the figare of the late prophet, B. J. xxri 17 ff. 
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judgment, plead their cause,^ and avert their sufifering, so that 
Israel may, without money and without price, obtain the 
coming salvation.' 

This hope is presented under the figure of a new, incom- 
parable coming of God to His people in His full glory as king 
of all the earth. The beautiful figures of the old poetic 
imagery become instinct with life. We see God coming from 
His holy mountain in all the glory and majesty of the 
tempest. We see Him like a lion marching before His 
people.^ But, above all, stress is laid on this, that He, the great 
King of all the earth, who possesses all nations,^ will come to 
dwell on Zion, to set up His royal throne there over the whole 
earth, and manifest His glory ,^ so that all the heathen may 
know that He is King for ever and ever.® Many Psalms 
announce that God is King, and call upon all the world 
to do obeisance unto Him, and exult before the Lord, for 
He Cometh — 

" For He cometh to judge the earth, 
To judge the world with righteousness, 
And the peoples with His truth."' 

The end and aim of the kingdom of God is to reveal 
the God of Israel as the God of the whole earth. For 
such a salvation all the prophets hope. But their ideas of 
the degree of judgment and of the nature of the deliverance 
vary with the circumstances of their age and their personal 
character. Isaiah hopes that the punishment will leave a rem- 
nant ; Micah foresees the destruction of the temple. Habakkuk 

^ Hos. vii. 1, xiii. 14 ; Isa. viiL 22 f., xxx. 18, 26, xzxi. 4 f., xxxiii. 6, 21 ; 
Micah yii. 8 ; Zech. x. 6 ; B. J. xxxiv. 8, xxxv. 4, 10, xliii. 3, 4, 15, xlv. 17, 
Ix. Iff. 

< The figure is from B. J. It. 1 ff. 

* E.g. Amos i 2 ; Hoe. xi. 10 ; B. J. xl. 8, 9. 

* Ps. xlyii. 8, 8, Ixxxii. 8. 

» B. J. xl. 5, lix. 191:, lii. 7, Iviil 8, Ix. 1 f. ; Micah iy. 7 ; Zech. xiv. 9. 

* Ps. lix. 14. 

^ E,g, Ps. ix. 8f., 20, xxil 29, xlvii. 9, Ivii 12, IxviiL 80 ff., Ixxv. 8ff., 
IxxYL 9f., xciii. 1, xciy. 1, xcvL 10, 18, xcix. 1, xcvii 1, xcniL 9, ciiL 19, 
cxlvi. 10, cxlyiii., cxlix. 
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and the author of Zechariah xii. think only of a severe chastise- 
ment of the holy city, while Jeremiah sees that any attempt 
to defend the city will but end in complete destruction. 

2. This coming of God is the change from the old to the 
new age, from the time of growth to that of completion. It 
is the greatest turning-point in the world's history, when 
heayen and earth are finally set in motion, when all relations 
are completely changed/ Hence, among all the days of time, 
this is the day which God has and creates for Himself, for 
His great work,* of which He speaks,* and in which He is 
glorified.* It is the day of the Lord,^ or, as it is called with 
solemn emphasis, that day,® that time '^ (also absolutely the 
time or the day ®) — in short, as all these freely interchangeable 
expressions are meant to imply, that point of time in the 
future which is distinguished from all ordinary portions of 
time as the day of judgment, the day of God's decisive act* 

Originally the notion of this critical time was quite 
simple and uniform. In contrast with the times of long- 
suffering it was conceived of as a single day of divine revela- 
tion. But this judgment day developed into a series of 
divine acts, of times of judgment, which retained the single 
comprehensive name, " the day of the Lord." 

The day of the Lord is a day of terrible wonders. God shows 
wonders and signs in the heavens, blood and fire and pillars of 

> Isa. xxix. 17-24 ; Hagg. ii. 6, 22. 

s laa. ii. 12 ; Ezek. zxx. 3 ; Zech. xiv. 1 ; Zeph. iii. 8 (Mai. iiu 17). 

' Ezek. xzxix. 8. ^ £zek. xxxix. 13. 

' mn^ DVi €,g. Amos ii. 4 ; Zeph. i. 10, 14 ; B. J. xiii. 6 ; Ezek. xiii. 5, 
XXX. S ; Joel i. 15, ii. 1, 11, iv. 14 ; Obad. 15. 

* VfMV!\ D1*n» &n expression which of course is in itself quite general, and on later 
is applied qoite as well to the judgment as to the deliveranoe ; of. , €,g, , Isa. ilL 1 f., 
xvii. 7, XXX. 7 f., xxviii. 5, xxix. 17 ; Hos. ii. 28 ; Micah ii. 4, iv. 6, y. 9, ilL 4, 
yii. 11 ; Zech. ix. 16, xiv. 4, 6, 9 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 18; B. J. xxiv. 21, Iii. 6, etc. 

' X^nn nyn, Jer. xxxi. l, xxxiii. 16, L 4 ; Joel iv. 1 ; Zeph. iii. 19 f. 
Dnn D*D*n, Jer. xxxL 29, xxxiii. 16f., 1. 4 (D^l^ T\% Ezek. xxx. 3.) 

" DVrii nyn, Ezek. vii. 10, 12. That the day of the Lord must have been, 
even in the time of Amos, an idea well known to the people for a very long time, 
and cherished by them, has been pointed out above. 

' Ezek. xxx. 9 ; Isa. v. 19, x. 25 ; B. J. xxvi. 21. 
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smoke.^ He comes in His terrible glory and majesty, and 
arises to affright the earth.^ Darkness and gloom herald His 
approach ; the sun itself is darkened ; the stars withhold their 
light ; the moon is changed into blood. Beneath the blows of 
an angry God the earth rocks like a hammock, staggers like a 
drunken man ; the destroying floods burst in.^ In short, all 
the figures depicting violent interruptions of the ordinary 
course of nature, from the flood down to the earthquake in 
the time of Uzziah, are gathered together into one sublime 
and awful picture, the details of which the prophets work out 
with a full consciousness of poetic freedom.^ 

When this day will come, is a secret even to prophecy ; and 
in reply to all the murmurs of the people the prophets 
declare that the delay in its coming need mislead no one as to 
the certainty of divine judgment.^ Sometimes it is said " the 
time is distant";^ sometimes, and of course especially during 
the Exile and after it, ** the day of the Lord is near."^ But the 
coming of this day is invariably connected with definite his- 
torical events or circumstances in the then present. Natural 
phenomena of a terrible character — as in Joel, drought and a 
plague of locusts,^— or historical events like the threatened 
approach of great conquerors, such as the Scythians, Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, and Medes, are the signs of the time with which the 
prophets associate the coming of the great day. The only one 
who knows of a human forerunner, who is to herald this day 
and prepare for it, is Malachi,^ who takes for granted that 
the appearance of Elijah is a condition of the judgment day. 

3. The day of God as such was of course for Israel 

^ Amo8 TiiL 8 ff. ; Joel iiL 8. ' Isa. iL 19 f. 

•AmosviiL 8f., ix. 5; Zech. xiv. 4 ; B. J. xiii. 10, 18, xxiv. 18-20, 28, 
xxxir. 1-5 ; Joel ii. 2, 10, iii. 4, iv. 15. 

^AmosYiit. 8ff., ix. 5 ; MicahLSt; Hab. iiL 8ff.; Nahum i. 4ff.; Ezek. 
xxxYiii. 19 ff. ; Joel iL 10. 

* Isa. y. 19. * iBa. x. 3 ; Micah rii. 11 ff. ; Hab. ii. 8. 

7 Zeph. L 14 ; £zek. xiL 28, xxx. 8, xxxvL 7 ff.; B. J. xiiL 6, 9, 1. 8 ; Joel 
i. 15, iL 2, 11, iv. 14. 

•JoelL4ff:, I7ff. •MaLiiL28ff. 
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originally a day of salvation and joy. And the frivolous 
populace, led astray by false prophets, liked to speak of it 
as something which should be wistfully looked for. Bat, in 
contrast to such immoral levity, the true men of God 
emphasise, in the most express terms, the seriousness of this 
day. Every decision by which the establishment of God's 
kingdom is to be brought about must also be a sifting for 
those who think that, in their outward form, they actually repre- 
sent this kingdom of God. Hence, the day of the Lord is a day 
of judgment even for the people, a day of visitation, of storm, of 
clouds and mist, when God brings ruin and judgment upon 
the whole land.^ And even where the punishment of the 
enemies of Israel is the main subject, it can also be said, 
*' Howl ye ! for the day of the Lord is at hand, and as destruc- 
tion from the Almighty it cometh ; — all hearts quake — ^it is a 
cruel day, a day of rage and wrath and fury." ^ 

Hence the men of God advise the wanton masses of the 
people not to wish for the day of the Lord, which will be a 
terrible day, a day of God's vengeance.' They shall say on 
that day, " Te mountains, Fall on us ; ye hills. Cover us." * 
Whatever in Israel is but dirt and dross will be swept 
away without mercy. God refines His people by the spirit of 
judgment and of fire.'^ All that is high and trusts in its own 
strength will be broken down.® It is a day of death, of dis- 
persion and destruction, especially for Israel.^ False leaders 

^ Amos ii. 4 ; Micah i. 5, ii. 3 ; Isa. x. 8, 6, 23, xxii. 2, 5, xxviii. 21 f. ; B. J. 
xiii. 11 ; Zeph. i. 15 ff. ; Joel ii. 2 ; £zek. xxxiv. 10 ; Mai. iii. 1 ff. 

» Hab. iii. 16 ; Joel i. 15, iL 11 ; B. J. xul 6, 9, 14, xxiv. 16 ff. 

" Amos T. 18-20 ; Zeph. i. 18, if. 2f. ; Jer. xxx. 7 ; Mai. iii. 2, 19, 23 ; cf. 
Ho8. vui, 18, ix. 7 ; Isa. iii. 18, xxix. 1 ff. 6 ; Lam. ii. 21 ff. ; B. J. Ii. 12 ff., 
Iviii. 2. This is not yet the rest, Micah ii. 10. Cf. the terrible threatenings in 
Lev. xxTi., Deut. xxviii. 

* Hos. X. 8 ; Amos ii. 18 ff., iii 11 ff., iv. 8, v. 2, 27, vi. 6 ff., 11, vii. 16 ff., 
viii. 10ff.,ix. Iff. 

» Isa. i. 25 ff., 81, iii. 1 f., iv. 5 ; B. J. xlviii. 10. < Isa. ii. 12 ff. 

^ E.g, Amos ii 4-6 ; Hos. iv. 16ff., v. 8 ff., viii. Iff., 18, ix. 2ff.; Micah 
L 6ff., iii. 12, iv. 10 ; Zeph. i. 18, iii. 1 ff.; Zech. x. 2; Jer. ix. 11 f., x. 7, 22, 
xi. 11 ff., xiiL 19, 24, xiv. 18 ; Ezek. xxii. 15 ; Isa. x. 5, 28 ; xxxii. 9 ff.; Joel 
i. 15 ; Zech. xiv. 2 (cf. Micah v. 2), is peculiar, for there the holy city is half- 
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and rich debauchees come to nothiDg, the rams are separated 
from the flock.^ All the bands of order snap, everything is 
reduced to chaos ; and no one will undertake to rule.' Only 
the elect are saved ; only a remnant remains and is con- 
verted ; only the tenth part of the people — a holy stock of 
the once green tree — ^remains as a seed for the better future.^ 
As is natural, this dark side of the final age does not get 
the same attention from all the prophets. In fact, the same 
prophet may understand and emphasise it differently at 
different periods of his life.* It is the keynote of those who, 
immediately before the Exile, see the divine punishment 
drawing terribly near to the people, and have to declare that 
Israel by breaking the covenant has divested itself of covenant 
rights, and incurred the wrath of God.* In happier times and 
especially at the return from the Exile, it becomes much less 
prominent Nevertheless even in times like these, as a com- 
parison of the passages already quoted will show, this aspect 
is by no means forgotten by the prophets. In fact the 
words of the exilic prophet, from whom the later descriptions 
of hell are borrowed, are originally applied to the apostate 
members of the people who are to lie, as an everlasting example 
of what all God-fearing men should abhor, before the gates 
of the new Jerusalem, putrefying and burning everlastingly.^ 

destroyed before deliverance comes. Ezekiel, too, prophesies with special 
emphasis the utter destmction of aU who stiU remained in Judah, xxxiii. 26 II. 
1 E.g. Hos. T. 1 ; Amos Ti 4ff., ix. 10 ; Isa. i. 28 ff., iii 16ff., v. 8ff., 23, 
xxix. 20, xxxiii 14, xxviii. 16 ff.; Jer. xxiii. Iff., xxx. 28; Zech. x. 3, 5, 
XL 16 f., xiii. 7 ; Ezek. xxxiv. Iff., 15 ff., etc. 

* Isa. iii. 5 ff. 

' Isa. yi. 13 ("And (the people) retoms ; and it is destroyed like the tere- 
binths and oaks of which, when they are felled, a stock remains '* ; in other 
words, it is not destroyed without a prospect of fresh growth. Hence the tenth 
part is not to be thought of as burned a second time ; Zech. xiii. 9 ff. it is true, 
and Ezek. r. 1 ff. even more strongly, think of a double purification) ; c£ Isa. 
vU. 8, X. 20 ff., xi 10 f., xxviU. 6 ; Jer. ir. 27, ▼. 18, vi. 9 ; Ezek. v. 8ff., 10, 
ix. 4ff.; Amos iu. 12, y. 8 ; Zech. xiii. 811, B. J. Ixt. 12, Ixvi. 6, 14-16, 25, 
xliv. 15 ; Joel iv. 5 {»Xiir»t). 

^ For Jeremiah cf. Guthe, l,e., p. 88 f. 

• Jer. u. 23, T. 10, xi. 11, 16. • B. J. Ixvi. 24. 
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And Jeremiah actually makes it the sign of a false prophet 
to announce nothing but peace, for that can only produce a false 
security.^ The true prophetic message must be moral It 
must not conjure up a phantom in order to foster the national 
vanity and the sense of outward security. The picture of the 
last day must be a sermon uiging to repentance, even to the 
dividing asunder of the joints and marrow. Though the 
prophets know that the end of all these judgments will be the 
salvation of Zion, they must also know that the day of God 
will be a day of violent shaking, and that against everything 
having fellowship with ungodliness in Israel the judgment of 
God draweth nigh.' The salvation of the new era comes only 
after sore travail* The burden of all true prophecy is : " To- 
day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." * The 
judgment is meant to impart a knowledge of God, to refine 
and sift, so that there will be a hungering after the word of God.^ 
4. But, for the true Israel which survives the sore time of 
judgment, joy and hope are the chief characteristics of the 
last day. God cannot be so angry with His people as to 
reject them utterly; He is Israel's blood-avenger, and pleads his 
cause.^ The times of anger against Israel, the pains of 
travail, come to an end : God heals the hurt of His people.^ 
The day of the Lord becomes a day of vengeance against Israel's 
enemies and oppressors, a day of retribution for all nations.* 
The despots who oppressed Israel more than they ought, so 

^ Jer. xxiii. 22, xxviii. 8 ; Ezek. xiii. 22. Thus Micah ii. 12 f. represents the 
false prophets as uttering true prophecies, but dwelling upon only the favourable 
half of them. The ** remnant," Jer. iv. 27, v. 10, 18, viii. 3, xxx. 11, xlvi. 28. 

2 B. J. xxlv. 16 ff.; Jbel ii. 15 ff. ; Hagg. ii. 6, 21 f. 

' Micah iv. 14, v. 2 ; B. J. xxvi. 20. (Hence probably the n^K^DTT'^n)- 

* Ps. xcv. 7, 11. 

' Amos viii. 11, ix. 9 ; Ezek. xiL 15 f., 20, xxii. 14 f., 18 ff., xxxiii. 29, xxxiv. 
27, 80, xxxvi. 11, xxxvii. 6, 18, xxxix. 22, 28. 

• Amos ix. 8 ff. ; Jer. 1. 84, Ii. 86 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 11 ff. 
. ' Isa. XXX. 26 ; B. J. xxvi. 20, Ii. 12 ff., liv. 7 f. 

8 Isa. XXX. 25 ; Hab. ill 13 ff.; Deut. xxx. 7 ; Chad. 15; Jer. xxv. 29, xxx. 
16 ff.; Ezek. xxxii. Iff.; B. J. xxxiv. 8, xlviL 3, Ixi. 2, Ixiii. 4(cf: Jer. xlvi. 10, 
1. 15, 28, IL 6, 11, 14, 36, 56, etc.). 
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that he received doable for all his sins/ are broken like worn- 
out tools and thrown aside.^ The bondage of the people is 
at an end, and words of consolation are addressed to them.^ 
Hence Israers yearning cry : " Oh that Thou wouldest rend the 
heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at Thy presence ! " * The earthly power 
which rises against Israel, the great mountain in Israel's 
way, is shattered by the blows of God on the day of. the great 
battle, when the towers fall, when God in the fierceness of 
His anger makes bare His arm against the heathen.^ Yea, 
even the supramundane powers are overthrown, which warred 
along with the nations of earth against the kingdom of God.® 
It is, of course, perfectly impossible to give, from a scientific 
point of view, a coherent picture of final judgment, and of 
divine deliverance, that will combine every prophetic feature. 
Whoever undertook such a task, would have to deal with 
each individual prophet, in chronological order, and state 
his particular view of this critical time, and show how much 
he owes to his predecessors and to the circumstances of his 
age. In fact, the picture changes, according as Judah and 
Jerusalem are still in existence, or are already destroyed ; 
according as Assyria, Babylon, or Persia, oppresses the people ; 
according to the relation of the people to God at the particu- 
lar moment ; or according as the prophet in question belongs 
to the northern kingdom, or to the southern. It nowhere con- 
tains mere soothsaying, but is a poetic picture sketched with 
the freedom characteristic of poetry. And, even as regards 

^ In this sense B. J. xl. 2 is to be nnderatood, for in the context it cannot 
mean '^she most receive double for her sufferings/' and it cannot, from a 
religious standpoint, be meant that God has punished His people wrongly ; 
it certainly does not receive its proper meaning tiU it is referred to Jer. xvi 
18. What is there threatened, is now fulfilled. 

' Isa. X. 6, 15, XXX. 27 ff., xxxi. 8, xxxiii. 1 ; Jer. xxx. 16, 20 ; B. J. xxvii. 1, 
xlvii. 6ff., xlix. 26; Zech. i. 15, ii 4, 18. 

' Isa. ix. 8, X. 27, xxix. 22 f. ; Zech. x. 11 ; Nahnm L 18 ; Jer. xxx. 8 ; 
Ezek. xxxiv. 27 ; B. J. xL 1 ff. 

« B. J. Ixiv. Iff. Usa. ii 10, 11, 17, 19, 21, xxx. 25 ff. ; Zech. ir. 7. 

* B. J. xxiv. 21. 
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what is religiously and morally important and true, an Ezekiel's 
hopes are not to be compared with those of Jeremiah, or a 
Zechariah's with those of Isaiah. But certainly everything 
having an important bearing on religion itself appears to be 
essentially the same from Amos to Malachi. 

The terrors of nature are depicted again and again by 
almost all the prophets, and in a style marked by the 
utmost poetic freedom.^ The idea is frequent that the 
turning-point of Israel's destiny will occur at the very moment 
when the pride of his enemies, and their assurance of victory, 
are at their very highest When the enemy has his arm up- 
lifted to deal the final blow ; * indeed, according to the second 
Zechariah, when he is already in possession of the holy place, 
so that the people flee through the miraculously created gorge 
which cleft in two the Mount of Olives ; * or when the hosts 
of the nations are on the march for the last war against the 
holy people,* — according to Ezekiel, against the people already 
restored by the Messiah,^ — then it is that God strikes. Some- 
times it is God alone who, with miraculous might, shatters the 
foe, and avenges Himself with keen satisfaction on those who 
hate Him, while the people look on expectantly.^ Sometimes 
it is the people who, in God's Spirit and might, with the 
Messiah at their head, break oGf the yoke.^ Sometimes it is 
the inhabitants of the land, compelled to fight in the 
ranks of the foe against their own countrymen, who begin 
the war of extermination.^ But the enemy is invariably 
represented as stunned and dismayed by some act of God.^ 
They are as one who has, in a dream, been eating and drinking, 
and who on awaking finds himself hungry and thirsty.io 



^ Cf. t,g, also Ezek. zxxi. 15ff., xxxii. 7ff., xxxriii. 19 ff. 

« Isa. X. 28-83 ; cf. xvii. 18 f., xviii. 4flf.; Zech. xii. 1 ff.; B. J. xiy. 25. 

» Zech. xiv. 2 ; cf. 4 f. * E,g, Joel iv. 11 f. 

^ Ezek. xxxviii. 8 ff., xxxix. 8 (Gog and Magog). 

* Isa. XXX. 29, xxxi. 8 ; Zech. xiv. 8 (Hos. i. 7). 

^ Micah iv. 18 ; Zech. ix. 18, x. 5, 7 ; Joel iii 1, iy. 10 (Isa. ix. 8, 5). 

8 Zech. xii. 4-7. • E.g. Zech. xii. 4 ff. "Isa. xxix. 8 ff. 
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Furthermore, since the commencement of Israel's dispersion, 
it is a fixed idea that the people, in so far as it has fallen a 
prey to the heathen world, is to return. God brings the 
captive ones of His people home.^ He delivers anew,^ 
redeems once more' the remnant of His people; releases, 
because of the blood of the covenant, " the prisoners of hope," 
those, that is, who are not in bondage for ever> It is a redemp- 
tion without money,^ by the great and mighty deeds of God, 
by His uplifted arm, as of yore He smote Egypt or Midian.^ 
The son Lo-Ammi changes into " the children of the living 
God.^" The God who brought out of Egypt, becomes 
the God who brings out of Ghaldea.' Or, it is also said 
in the exilic prophet : As ransom for His captive 
people, God gives the most distant and most powerful 
lands, Egypt and Ethiopia, to the hero whom He summons 
to the rescue.® 

Thus Israel obtains salvation and splendour, and comes 
back from its grave, inspired with new life by the living Spirit 
of God.^® Then follows a wonderful home-coming, more 
glorious stiU than that in the time of Moses. Everything is 

' mSB^ y\V> It seems to me from the interchange with 3V'n, Jer. xxziii. 7, 
11; Ezek. xvL 63, xxxix. 25; Lam. ii. 14, to be beyond aU doubt that even 
in Jer. xxix. 14, xxx. 8, 18, xxxi. 28, xxxiii. 26 ; Hos. Ti. 11 ; Joel. iv. 2 ; 
Amos ix. 14 ; Zeph. ii. 7, iii. 20 ; Dent xxx. 8 ; Ps. xiv. 7, liii. 8, Ixxxv. 2, 
where it is used of Israel, and in Jer. xlviii. 47, xlix. 6, 11, 89, where it is used 
of foreign nations, the root -meaning is "to let captivity return" (=^3C^) 
t.e. to let the captives return. With this it was certainly easy to connect the 
more general moaning, to change '* the condition of captivity/' t.e. of misery, as 
in Job xlu. 10. That nnnTTIK 3W is interchangeable with nUB^ nw in Ps. 
cxxvi. 1, cf. 4, merely proves, in connection with the late date of the Psalm, 
that the phrase was nsed very freely and arbitrarily, and was altered to suit the 
assonance. 

' ^, ma, B. J. XXXV. 10, Ii. 11 ; Ps. cxi. 9, cxxx. 8 ; cf. B. J. IxiL 12 ; 
Ps. evil. 2. 

• n^p, Isa. xi. 11 ff. * Zeoh. ix. 11 f., x. 10 ff. 

• B. J. xlv. 18, Iii. 8. 

• Isa. ix. 8 f., X. 24, 26, xi. 16 f.; B. J. xui. 19, xliii. 17, Iii. 10, liv. 9, Ixiii 
lliT., 19, IxU. 8, xxviLl2ff. 

'Hos. a 1; cf. 28. » Jer. xvL 16flf., xxjii. 7fL 'B. J. xliu. 8f. 

!• Ezek. xxxvii 12-14 ; B. J. xlvi 18. 
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made level and smooth for the people; the wilderness 
becomea like Eden.^ According to a much rarer view, the 
people is to go into the wilderness, as formerly in the exodus 
from Egypt, that they may there receive instruction and be 
purified.' Everything is to be still grander and nobler than 
in the wonderful patriarchal days. People will speak no 
more of the deliverance out of Egypt ; but the song which 
once resounded by the Bed Sea is to be sung, in new and 
higher strains, in praise of the new thing which God has done,' 
— a pleasant fruit of the lips which God creates.^ And this 
new salvation is never again to give place to new fear or to new 
wrath on the part of God. A new judgment of God is no 
more likely to recur than a new flood.^ Thus suffering is 
transformed. Out of Israel's deepest distress and affliction, 
the terrors of the day of the Lord bring forth an enduring, 
yea an everlasting, salvation. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE LAST AGE AND ITS BLESSINGS. 

When God shows Himself graciously inclined toward His 
people, then is the time when He may be found, then is the 
acceptable time ! ^ But when the day of the Lord and its judg- 
ments have brought about a condition of things which is no 
longer imperfect, and admits of no further change, then is 
come " the end of the days," the last age.^ The expression is 

1 B. J. XXXV., xliii. 2, xlviii. 21, xlix. 10 ff., lii 11 ff. (cf. Ex. xv.), U- 8, 11, 
Iv. 12, Ivii. 14, Ixu. 10-12 ; cf. Jer. xxxi. 2, 8, 21 (xiir. 5 flf., xxix. 10) ; Zoch. 
X. 10-12. 

* Ezek. XX. 35 ; cf. Hob. ii. 14, 16, 17. 

* Isa. xii.; B. J. xxvi. Iff., xlii. 10, xliiL 17; Jer. xxiiL 7f., xtL 14 f., 
xxxi. 22 f. 

* B. J. Ivii. 19.  B. J. Uv. 9. • B. J. xlix. 8, Iv. 6, Ixi. 2. 

^ D^D^n nnnK (D^KSH, B. J. xxvii. 6). The phrase is already found in Gen. 
xlix. 1, Num. xxiv. 14, Hos. iii« 5, Micah iv. 1, Isa. ii. 2, Ezek. xxxviii 8, etc 
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used by the prophets in quite a general sense, as describing 
the latest conceivable age, that which has no new change to 
fear. It denotes both the period of suffering and the 
judgments, in so far as these belong to the latest period of 
development^ Taken strictly, however, it denotes the time of 
blessedness, the result of those judgments. We must not 
think, however, that the finer distinctions regarding this last 
age were drawn by all the prophets. Thus it is some- 
times taken for granted that the Messiah Himself ushers in 
this era ; ' sometimes, that He makes His appearance during 
the course of it.' It is not contrasted with the world to 
come, as the closing epoch of the present world,^ but is itself 
the permanent, transfigured development of earthly conditions. 

The last age — a glorified replica of the creation-epoch, so 
that the beginning and the end complete the circle — is the 
golden age where there is no more imperfection and no more 
sorrow, where outward lot and worth are no longer at variance, 
where the God of the world is no longer known and wor- 
shipped by a mere handful, where, therefore, the followers of 
this God reap the full advantage of belonging to Him who is 
omnipotent 

This conception of the closing era determines the way in 
which it is depicted. We nowhere find prophecies of indi- 
vidual future events. Everything is purely poetical and 
ideal. In contrast to the wants and woes of the actual 
world there is painted, on a ground of gold, the bright 
picture of an ideal world. All the glorious days of splendour 
which the past had known, and which posterity saw with the 
halo that memory cast around them — all that imagination had 
ever desired for the people of God as a recompense for the 

^ Dent It. 30, zxxiL 29 ; Jer. xxx. 24. 
' Isa. iz. 1 ff., XL Iff.; Micah ▼. 1. 

* E.g. Zech. xu. 8 f. ; Jer. xxxiii. 15 f. 

* Ab Iwx*^" ^^ n^tfSf r»»rt09f which BtUl belongs to the mS^t •Srtt, and does 
not fonn part of the «7<wf ^ixx«f, according to the doctrine of the Scribes, on 
which Hebrews L 1 is founded. 
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misery of the present, — ^all this was formed into one bright 
picture, ever-changing and full of charm. Things which, in 
the world of experience, are mutually exclusive, are put by 
the different prophets side by side. Every attention is given 
to depicting the essentials of an age of bliss, but none at all 
to details. Every feature of importance in the picture is 
already to be found in Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah, although 
here, as is natural, the exilic prophets have used the richest 
and grandest colours. 

1. The Israel of the last days is a holy remnant, a purified 
people, a nation of God-fearing men.^ Its unworthy members 
have been cut off; the goats have been separated from the 
sheep.* There is no more unfaithfulness, no worship of idols.* 
It thus enjoys complete salvation. God will dwell in Zion 
in real fellowship with His people, such as never before 
existed^ He is Zion's ornament and glory > its judgment and 
strength.^ To the people, He is both sun and moon ; ^ to the 
sanctuary, a pillar of fire and cloud — a pavilion in sunshine and 
storm.'^ To the holy people He is betrothed by an ever- 
lasting betrothal.^ They become, in the true sense, a people 
of God.» 

From the time of Josiah this new relation to God is repre- 
sented as a new and higher covenant of God with Israel — that 
is, as a new religion. The old covenant was written on stone. 
It stood before man as an external command ; and accordingly 
it was not observed.^^ But God will make a new covenant with 

> Isa. L 26, vi. 13, x. 20 ff.; Mai. iii. 16, 17, 20. 

« Ezek. xxxiv. 17, 20 f. (Zeph. i. 2flf., iii. 11 f.; Zech. xiii. 9). 

^ Isa. XXX. 22, xxxi. 7 ; Hos. iL 18 ff. ; Zech. xiii. 2 ; £zek. vL 8 f., xi. 18 f. 

* Micah iv. 7 ; Hos. xiv. 5 ; Isa. If. 2fr, Dent. xxYiii. 9 ; Jer. xxxi. '8 ; cf. 
viii. 19 ; B. J. xxv. 6 ff. ; Joel iv. 21. Connected in a more external way with the 
temple in £zek. xliii. 2, 4, xliv. 4 ; in Zech. ii. 10-13, viii. 8 ; and in Mai. 
iii. 1 ff. 

» Isa. xxviii. 5. « B. J. Ix. 19 ; cf. xxiv. 23. 

' Isa. iv. 6. « Hos. ii. 19 ff. 

* Jer. XXX. 22, xxxi. 1, xxxii. 38 ; Ezek. xi. 20, xiv. 11, xxxiv. 24, xxxvi. 28, 
xxxvii 23, 27 ; Zech. viiL 7, xiii 9. 

" Jer. xxxi. 32. 



RELIGIOUS AND MOBAL PEBFECTION. 367 

Israel, i?i^hich is written on the heai't — that is, has the motive 
power of a new life.^ Instead of the heart of stone, He gives 
them a new heart of flesh, a new spirit by which to love 
Him with their whole heart' This new covenant is an ever- 
lasting covenant, like the great ordinances of nature,^ an unalter- 
able pardon, a covenant of peace, which makes its members sure 
of being heard by God before they ask/ All will be taught of 
Ood.^ The divine Spirit, which now influences prophets only, 
will then be poured out on all alike, on young and old, on 
bond and free.® The blind will see, the deaf hear, and the 
lame become fleet-footed.^ God exults in His people.^ Thus 
Jeremiah, for instance, thinks more of direct moral and 
religious perfection ; Ezekiel, more of Israel's perfect sanctity. 
It is always his own conception of Israel's ideal life that 
determines the individual prophet's ideal of the future. 

From this there results a righteousness which covers the 
whole earth, as the waters cover the sea.^ No one acts 
wickedly any more, for the earth is full of the knowledge of 
God.^® Into the new city of God there comes a righteous 
people which keeps its troth." The land is full of humble, 
believing souls who loathe their sins,^' and lead virtuous 
and honourable lives.^' The thirsty obtain water, milk, 
and wine; yea, living water from the spring which 
flows from Zion, without money and without price.^^ The 
heavens drop down, the earth brings forth, salvation and 

^ Jer. xxxi. 81 if.; cf. zxxii. 40, IL 19 ; Ezek. xi. 16 ff., xvi. 60. (In B. J. 
zlii 6, xlix. S, the servant of Jehorah is " the covenant of the people'*). 

>£sek. xi 19 f. (Deut. xxx. 6); cf. £zek. xxxvi. 25 ff., S3, xxxvii. 23, 
zxxix. 29. 

» Jer. xxxiii. 20 ff. ; B. J. lix. 21, IxL 8. * B. J. liv. 10, 13, Ixv. 24. 

• Jer. xxxi 31 (B. J. iv. 18). 

• Isa. xxxii 15 ; B. J. xUv. 3, lix. 21 ; Joel iii 11 ff. (Zech. vi 8). 
' B. J. XXXV. 5 ff. » Zeph. iii 17. 

• Jer. xxxii 39 f.; Ezek. xi 17-21. » Isa. xi 9. 

^ B. J. xxvi 2, 7 ; cf. Ix. 21 ; Isa. xxxii 1-5, 16-18, xxxiii 5f.; Jer. xxir. 
5ff. 
" Zeph. iii 13, 11 ; Isa. xxix. 19 ; Ezek. xxxvi 31. 
^' E.g, Isa. i 26 ff., xxix. 20 f. ; Zech. xii 10, Ezek. xi 17-21. 
" B. J. It. 1 ff.; cf. Joel iv. 18. 
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righteoasness.^ On the other hand, everything is conceived 
of as thoroughly human and earthly. The community in- 
habits the earthly Zion. In fact, even sin can still be 
committed in the New Jerusalem, though not sin that 
entails judgment.^ For the people that dwells in Zion is 
free from guilt ; its sin is forgiven.' Its treasure is the fear 
of God.* It receives a new and holy name, while the name 
of the old sinful people becomes a term of execration.^ 

In this new fellowship with God even the holy things of 
His ancient people undergo a change. True, it is only 
the later prophets who take an interest in sacred things of 
an external kind, and even in their case this interest varies 
very much according to their individual temperaments. In 
EzekieFs representation the temple of Israel develops into 
an ideal sanctuary of undreamt-of splendour,^ while it is 
still said in Jeremiah that, in the full presence of God, the 
pledges of the old historical salvation may vanish.^ The 
sacrifices of Israel become acceptable to God, when offered in 
the right spirit.® Jerusalem will be a holy city, no longer 
desecrated by anything unholy.^ Her walls are salvation, and 
her gates praisa^^ She is given a new name ; she is called the 
faithful city.^^ She is to be inhabited as villages are, because 

» B. J. xlv. 8. • B. J. Ixv. 20. 

' Isa. xxxiii. 24 ; Jer. xxxi. 34, xxxiiL 8, 1. 20 ; Ezek. xvi 63 ; Zech. iii. 9, 
V. i. 6 ff. 

* In Isa. xxxiii. 5, xxxiL, xxxiii. 17 ff., Israers righteousness is describedL 
Justice, righteousness, and compassion are already mentioned in Hos. ii. 21 as 
the chief characteristics of the Messianic community. 

» B. J. Ixv. 16 ; cf. Isa. i. 26. 

' Ezek. xl. ff. (B. J. Ix. 13), is certainly meant as an actual law for the 
golden age (cf. e.g, xliii. 18 ff.). 

' Jer. iii. 16 (no ark of the covenant). Perhaps Jeremiah, who generally 
contends so very strongly against the exaggerated importance assigned to sacred 
form, is not thinking at all definitely, in spite of xxx. 18, of a apecuU temple 
in the New Jerusalem, but of the holy city as a whole, being the pUtee of sacrifice 
(iiL 16 f., xxxi. 38). 

* Jer. xxxi. 14, 18 ; Ps. 11. 21 ; Ezek. xx. 40 (emphasising of the bloodless 
sacrifices) ; cf. xliv. 29, xlv. 13, xlvi. 4 ff. ; Mai. iii. 3 f. 

* Zech. xiv. 21 ; Ezek. xliv. 9 ; B. J. iii. 1 ; Joel iv. 17. 

" B. J. Ix. 18. " Isa. i. 26 ; B. J. Ix. 14, Ixii. 2 ff.; Zech. viii. 8. 
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of the multitude of her children ; and God will be unto her a 
wall of fire round about, and the glory in the midst of her/ 
Indeed, special dedication, either of men or vessels, to the 
service of the sanctuary will be no longer necessary. For 
everything will be holy, even to the beUs of the horses; 
every pot in Jerusalem may be used for holy purposes.^ And 
all who are left in Zion, written unto life in Jerusalem, will 
be holy.* 

Thus what the old covenant, according to the conception 
of the prophetic writers, aimed at in vain, is to be actually 
realised — the creating of a priestly nation,^ in which the 
reconciling and redeeming God is truly at one with man. 
The watchmen of the new Zion praise God without ceasing ; ^ 
and before the elders of Israel there will be glory as of yore,^ 
in the wonderful days of Moses, when the glory of God 
appeared unto them. 

2. Accordingly this Israel of God obtains the fulfilment of 
all the ancient blessings. Above all, it is again united into 
one unmaimed nationality. Not only will the dispersed and 
scattered members of Judah return home from all the ends of 
the earth — the heathen guiding tliem back, and vying with 
each other in kindness and attention to them^ — but even 
Ephraim unites with Judah, Ephraim of whom Jeremiah 
has already more hope than of Judah.® The ancient wound of 
the people is healed in concord and love.^ The watchmen of 
Ephraim will be heard proclaiming a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.^^ 

The boundaries of this re-established people will then be 

^ Isa. iv. 5 ; Zeoh. ii. 8-9. 

' Zech. xiv. 20. Hence, too, no trader is any longer needed in the house of 
God (Zech. siv. ^1, the purification of the temple). 
' Isa. iT. 8 (Joel iy. 17 ; Ezek. xliy. 9 ; Zech. zir. 11 ; B. J. xxxv. 8). 

* B. J. Ixi. 6. • B. J. Ixii. 6. • B. J. xxiv. 23. 

7 Amos ix. 14 f. ; Micah iv. 6, v. 2 ; Isa. xL 11 ff. ; B. Z«ch. x. 8, 10 ; Jer. xxxi. 
10, xxxii 87 ; B. J. xiv. 2, xxvii 12flr., xliu. 6 ff.; xlix. 18, 22, Ix. 4, Ixvi. 20; 
Ezek. xxxTL 24, xxxix. 27fll; Zech. viii 7. 

" Jer. iii 11 ff., xxxi. 6-21. 

* Hos. ii 2 ; Isa. xL 18 ; Jer. iii. 18 ; Ezek. xxxvii. 17, 19, 22. 
" Jer. xxxL fl. 
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those of the Canaan promised in prophecy,^ to the fathers — 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.- 
Consequently, the lands which were already called by the name 
of God,' Edom, Ammon, Moab, Philistia, and the desert tribes, 
must be brought into subjection/ The Philistines must, as it 
is once said, be incorporated in the community as slaves, like 
the Jebusites of old.^ Thus Israel will " possess the nations." ^ 
But this political frontier does not describe Israel's real 
power. All the tribes of earth will stream to this kingly 
people, full of gratitude, and eager for instruction. Every one 
will desire to belong to it.^ Israel's King will show Himself up- 
right and glorious.' Jerusalem's gates will stand open day and 
night to receive the fulness of the heathen.* Then the heathen 
will bring tribute to the sovereign people. Their choicest 
treasure will be Israel's for the services of the sanctuary.^* 
Their princes will send presents to the people, and be their 
nursing fathers.^^ In fact, the idea occurs that the heathen — 
in order to render unto Israel double for his sufferings— are 
to become Israel's bondmen, like the Gibeonites of old, that 
the priestly nation may serve its God, untroubled by earthly 
cares.^^ Worldly weapons are used no more. For to the 
law that goeth forth from Zion all the nations submit without 
demur, so that war can no longer be thought of." 

*Gen. XV. 18 ff. 

' Zeoh. ix. 7, 10 ; Amos ix. 12 ; Micah iv. 8 ; Isa. xxxiii. 17, xL 14 ; Obad. 
18-20 ; Ps. Ixxli. 8. The Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, the Euphrates and 
the pathless deserts of Arabia as the frontier of the inhabited country ; of. Deut 
xi. 24 ; Ezek. xlvii. 16 ft Elsewhere the Wildemeas, Lebanon, the Euphrates, 
and the Mediterranean [Josh. i. 4], or the brook of Egypt (Wady el-Arisb), 
and the Euphrates [Gen. xv. 18]. 

s Amos ix. 12. « Tsa. xi. 14 ; Obad. 18 ff. 

» Zech. U. 7. • B. J. Uv. 8, Iv. 4 f. 

^ B. J. xliv. 5 ; cf. B. J. xiv. 1 (Pa. Ixxii. 10 f.), ^ nBD3, ^ iVh^- 

« Isa. xi. 10, xxxii. 1, xxxiii. 17. » B. J. Ix. 11. 

^ Isa. xviii. 7 (Djnp ia to be read in accordance with the parallelism), xxiii. 

18 ; Zeph. iii. 10 ; B. J. Ix. 5-7, Ixvi. 12. 
" B. J. xlix. 23, Ix. 10 f., 16. 

" B. J. xiv. 2. Ix. 7, 10, 12, Ixi. 6f., Ixvi. 20 (Zech. ix. 11). 
" Isa. ii. 8f.; Micah iv. 8 ; cf. Micah v. 9 ; Zech. ix. 10. 
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Accordingly, Israel stands there as God's pleasant vineyard,^ 
as the flock whose good shepherd is God,' whose reward is 
with Him.^ He gives to Israel and to all peoples, on the 
holy mountain, the splendid royal feast of blessedness.^ The 
people dwells in safety under trusty guardians. God is unto 
it a wall and pillar of fire.^ The land produces in luxuriant 
abundance.^ With the wild beasts, with every hostile power, 
God makes a covenant that they do no harm.^ As in the 
happy reign of Solomon, they will dwell in peace, every man 
under his vine and under his fig-tree.^ Early death will no 
more threaten the happy.^ In fact, according to a still 
higher view, there is no more death, and God wipes away all 
tears from their faces.^^ 

Jerusalem, in her wondrous splendour,^^ is now called " the 
city of solemn assemblies," " The Lord is there," " fear thou 
not." " The whole city is thus, as it were, a place of holy 
festivity. In the middle, according to Ezekiel's hope, the 
temple rises, and round about it are the abodes of the Prince, 
the Priests and the Levites.^ The whole land is become a 
plain; Jerusalem alone remains exalted.^^ Her streets are 
thronged with joyous crowds.^* Marriages there are all fruit- 
ful.**^ In short, she is the City of the Blest. 



^ B. J. xxvii. 2 ff. • B. J. xl. 11 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 11. 

» B. J. xl. 10. < B. J. xxT. 6 ff. 

" Isa. iv. 6ff.; Ezek. xxxiv. 25, xxxvii. 26 ; B. J. IxiL 8ff. (Jer. iii. 15 ; B. J. 
Ix. 17). 

* We have the safety and peaceful eigoyment of the land described most 
simply in Amos ix. 18 ff. and Hos. ii. 20 ff., xiv. 6 ff. More ideally in Zech. 
viii. 12, ix. 17, x. 1, xiv. 8 ; Isa. xxxii. 16-20 ; Jer. xxxi. 12 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 26 ; 
B. J. XXXV. 1 ff., Ixv. 16 ff.; Joel iv. 18. 

' Hoe. ii 20. 

* Micah iv. 4 ; B. J. Ixv. 20 ; Zech. iii. 10 (1 Kings iv. 25 ; cf. Jer. xxx. 10, 
xxxi. 27, xxxii 48 ff., xxxiii. 12 f.). 

» B. J. Ixv. 20 ; Zech. viiL 4. » B. J. xxv. 8. " B. J. Uv. 11 ff. 

" Isa. xxxiii 20 ff., Ezek. xlviii 85 ; Zeph. iii 16. 
M Ezek. xiv. 1 fL, xlviu. 7 ff. " Zech. xiv. 10. 

"Jer. xxx. 19, xxxi 4f., 7, 12 f., xxxiii 15 f.; Ezek. xxxvi 10, 38, xxxvii 
26 ; B. J. xlix. 19 ff., Uv. 1 ff., Ix. 22. 
^ Jer. iii 16 ; Zech. viii 5. 
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Even external nature will then put on Sabbath attire, and 
will be free from evil, strife, and destruction. The whole 
world is to rejoice at the redemption of Israel^ From the 
house of God healing waters flow forth over the whole 
land of Canaan, quickening all they touch ; and beside 
them trees grow whose leaves never wither; their fruits 
serve for food, their leaves for healing.' Thus the garden of 
Eden is again set up in Canaan. The very wilderness be- 
comes a garden of the Lord.' A new heaven and a new earth 
receive the happy commonwealth of 6od.^ The host of 
heaven is condemned.^ Then begins a wonderful unchanging 
day."^ The moon shines like the sun, and the sun as the 
light of seven days.^ It is even said that God Himself is to 
His people both sun and moon.' The wild beasts will 
feed on grass like the tame, and the poisonous will do harm 
no more,' or, as it is said in a like sense, "no poisonous 
or ravenous beast will be found thera'* ^^ 

And this transformation— in the description of which, as is 
natural, the imagery of spiritual things shades off, without 
any distinct line of demarcation, into actual sketches of 
nature— is not to undergo any new change. ^^ Like the new 
ordinances of nature, the seed of Israel is also to be for ever 
before God.^' The grand features of this picture of blessed- 
ness, especially as drawn by the exilic prophets, have largely 
influenced the Christian picture of the future. They corre- 



' B. J. xliv. 28, xlix. 18, Iv. 12 (Rom. viii. 19). 

> Ezek. xlviL 1-10, 12 f.; of. Zech. xiv. 8 (Joel iv. 18). 

•Isa. xxxii 16 (xxx. 23 f.); B. J. xxxv. Iflf., xlL 17 ff., xlii. 16 ff., xliii 
19, xliv. 8, 27, IL 8, Iv. 18 (of courae often merely a picture of spiritual 
occurrences). 

* B. J. Ixv. 17, Ixvi. 22. » B. J. xxiv. 21. 

* Zech. xiv. 6 f. ^ Isa. xxx. 26. 

* B. J. Ix. 19 f. » Isa. xi. 6 ff. (B. J. Ixv. 25). 

^' B. J. xxxv. 9 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 25 (where certainly the simile of the flock is 
stiU discernible). 
'' Amos ix. 16 ; Zech. viii. 14 (^ 
« Jer. xxxi. 86 f., xxxiii. 25 f.; B. J. Ixvi. 22, liv. 9 f. 
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spend to the description of ''the first resurrection and the 
millennium/' during which the commonwealth of God, con- 
sisting both of those who are still alive and of those who have 
risen, dwells on the rejuvenated earth. 



CHAPTER XXL 

THE HEATHEN NATIONS IN THE LAST DATS. 

1. From one point of view, the heathen world is regarded 
by the religion of Israel as the power which sets itself 
deliberately to oppose the kingdom of God, and toward 
which the kingdom of God must in turn assume a defensive 
and offensive attitude. The world is, then, the haughty, self- 
sufficient power which forgets God,^ which, in the pride of its 
heart, expects "to ascend into heaven, to exalt its throne 
above the stars of Grod, to sit on the mount of assembly in the 
furthest North (the Asiatic Olympus), to ascend above the 
heights of the clouds, and be like the Eternal" ' It is the 
unfriendly nation,* which, from being a rod for the punish- 
ment of Israel's sins, has become a cruel, pitiless tormentor, 
or a spectator maliciously gloating over his misfortunes.^ It 
then embodies in itself the idea of " the world," that is, of 
antagonism to the divine order of things.^ 

In every age, of course, it is the political situation that deter- 
mines which particular people stands before the eye of the 
prophets as the representative of this world-power. Almost all 
the nations that ever came into historical contact ^with Israel 



1 Pa. iz. 18 ; Jer. zlviiL 26, 42, xlix. 16 ; ObwL 8, etc. 

* a J. xiv. 18; of. Isa. z. 8ff.; Jer. L 11, 24, 81, IL 7, 84, 68; Ezek. zxv. 8. 

» Pa. xlui. 1. 

« Isa. X. 5-12 ; Zech. L 15 if.; cf. Amoe. i. 8-18 ; NahnmL 9, iiL 19 ; Obad. 
10-12; Ezek. zzt. 8, 6, 12, 15, zzvi 6, zzzv. 5, 12 ff., zzztL 2, 5 ; Zeph. 
iu 8f.; Lam. ii 16; a J. xlvii. 61; JoeliT. 2ff., 19. 
B. J. IziiL 5, 6. 
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• 

are at some time or other so represented, although at other 
times they are more mildly judged. Sometimes it is Canaau, 
sometimes Egypt,^ Syria,* Kedar* Phoenicia,^ Greece,* or 
Philistia.' For a very long time it is Assyria and Babylon. 
In Ezekiel's sketch of the future, it is Gog and Magog.^ In 
the Maccabean age it is the kingdom of the Seleucidse ; in the 
Christian era it is Rome, the modem Babylon. But those who 
are most strongly and constantly represented in this light are the 
petty neighbouring peoples which, although in some instances 
closely akin to Israel, were filled with the most bitter and 
bloodthirsty hatred, and were always on the watch for an 
opportunity to injure, viz. Edotn, Moab, and Ammon,^ and 
partly also Philistia. In later days this whole conception is 
summed up in Antichrist 

The heathen world, understood in this sense, coincides with 
the enemies of God and the faithless in Israel. The godly 
must hate both as the enemies of God, must turn away from 
them with loathing, long for divine judgment upon them, and 
hail it with joy.® This is the healthy religious kernel in 
tliose Psalms in which the wicked are cursed. It is not so 
much the injury done to his individual self that excites the 
hatred of the godly as the sin committed against the king- 
dom of God. But it is quite in the nature of things that 
this justifiable starting-point should allow human passion to 

^ In B and G, cf. Isa. xviii. ff.; Jer. xliii., xliv., xlvi. 2 if.; Ezek. xxix.-xxxii., 
Joel iv, 19. 

^ Amos i. 8 ; Jer. xlix. 23. 

• Jer. xlix. 28. 

4 Amos i. 9 ; Ezek. xxvi. 1-xxviii. 9 (20-26) ; Joel iv. i. 

» Zech. ix. 13. 

' Amos i. 6 ff. ; Ezek. xxr. 15 ; Zeph. ii. 4 ff. ; Jer. xlvii. 1 ; B. J. xiv, 29 ff. ; 
Joel. iv. 4. 

^ Ezek. xxxviii., xxxix. 

> Isa. XV., xvi. ; Amos L 11 ff., ii. 1 ff. ; Zepb. ii. 8 ff. ; Dent, xxiii. 3 ff. ; B. J. 
XXV. 10 ff., xxxiv., Ixiii. Iff.; Jer. xlviii., xlix.; Lam. iv. 21; Ezek. xxv. 
1 ff., xxi. 28 ff., XXXV.; Joel iv. 19. 

•Ps. XXXV. Iff., xl. 15, IviiL 11, Ixiv. 11, Ixix. 28 f., dx. 6ff., v. 11, 
xli. 11, ix., XX., cxxxvii. 7 ; cf. Jer. x. 25, xv. 15 ff., xvii. 17 f., xviii. 21 ff., 
xlviii. 10. 
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come into play. The way in which the enemies of Israel 
and the enemies of the godly in Israel are spoken of, 
especially after the time of Ezra and under the impressions pro- 
duced by religious oppression, cannot but be considered, from 
the standpoint of Christian morality, as conduct still tinged 
with human passion, and not up to the standard of Christ* 
ianity. But after all it is the nobler side to wliich pro- 
minence is most frequently given: zeal for the house of the 
Lord, moral indignation at hostility to God, whether within 
Israel or beyond its bounds, a feeling which will never be 
extinguished as long as there exists true and genuine love for 
salvation and goodness. Such love ranks higher than that 
easy-going indifference to the growth of evil which cha- 
racterises a weak moral nature.^ 

In so far as the heathen appear as representative of the 
world at enmity with Gtod, they are threatened with the same 
fate as the wicked in Israel The strokes of God will break 
them in pieces. In the last days God gathers them together, 
like " sheaves of the threshing-floor,'' for one final conflict 
v^ith His people. In terrible confusion and ignominious ruin 
they perish,^ according to Joel's description, in the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat.' Their weapons of war are broken and 
burned, their fortresses laid in ruins ; their carcases are food 
for birds of prey and wild beasts.^ For every people that 
will not serve God shall perish.^ In this picture of the 
judgment there occur, since the sixth century, certain pro- 
minent features which have served as types for the later 
descriptions of hell. We see the land of Edom burning, as of 
yore Sodom and Gomorrha burned.* We see the valley of the 
son of Hinnom in which the great statue of Moloch stood 

> E,g. Isa. z. 88 ff.; Hosea il 8 ; Micah iv. 12, viL 16 ff.; Ha«g. ii. 22 f. 
'Zech. xiL4f. 
» Joel iv. 2, 12. 

« Nahun iii 1 if.; Obad. 2 ff. ; Isa. zy. 1 ; B. J. ziil. 19 f., zzi. 9, zlvii. 1 ff.; 
Jer. 1. 45 f.; Ezek. zzziz. 8 ff., 9 ff. 
• B. J. Iz. 1?. • B. J. zxziv. 9 f. 
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become a field ghastly with corpses.^ The carae-laden plain of 
the Dead Sea becomes " the valley of Gog's multitudes/' where 
the shattered hosts of that tyrant lie.^ The hostile army is 
depicted to us, as it perishes in horrible, living corruption' 
And the close of the exilic book of Isaiah gives us a glimpse 
into a dreadful valley full of corpses, where the eneniies of 
God, the slain of the Lord, endure damnation — everlasting 
putrefaction, the unquenchable flame of the funeral-pile — 
which perhaps implies that damnation is felt as a sort of 
dull pain.^ This is the destiny of those who hate God. 
They must perish, that their pride may be humbled and 
the friends of God may triumph. 

2. But the heathen are not enemies of the kingdom of 
God simply because they are heathen. Although shut out 
as non-Israelites from the kingdom of God, the majority of 
them are not hostile to it. Thus patriarchal legend in B, C\ 
knows of a heathen world, which is rather friendly to the 
kingdom of God Heathens enter into alliance with the 
patriarchs. The Egypt of Joseph is a friendly country.* 
And in both the accounts of the origin of man all nations are 
represented as being of one blood. Consequently the idea of 
humanity is looked at by this religion as one based on 
objective facts. In like manner Phoanicia is in later times 
friendly rather than hostile.® Egypt, and even Edom, Deutero- 
nomy will not shut out absolutely from the commonwealth 
of God. Indeed, its presentation of history is remarkably 
favourable to Edom and Moab.^ The Persians are for the 

iJer. viL 81 f., xix. 2, 6, zsxii. 35 (2 Kings xzilL 10). Dirr^;)3 ^^ or 
D3n"|3 K^3» yii9f» ; the valley which shuts Jerusalem in on the south-west. 
' £zek. zzxix. 11, 15 (cf. the poetic word, Joel ii. 20). 
» Zech. xiv. 12-15. 
4 B. J. Ixvi. 16, 24 (cf. Isa. xxx. 88 ; Jer. viL 83, viii. 1 ff., zii. 17, zxr. 38). 

The worm that dieth not (Dn]6^n) is, we may he sure, the '* worm of putre- 
faction," (rttsn) and the fire that is not quenched, (DtS^), the fire that consumes 
the corpse. 

* Gen. xiv. 18 f., xxL 22 flf., xxvi. 26 ff., xlv. 16 ff. 

• 1 Kings v. 1 ff., 12. ' Deut xxiii. 7 (ii 5, 8, 29). 
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prophets of the Exile in a special manner, the servants of God 
and the friends of His people.^ Consequently there ia a 
heathen world which does not oppose the kingdom of God. 
Israel is indeed God's first-bom son ; but this very expression 
implies that the other nations are also in a position to be 
loved by God.' Bat naturally, according to the changes of 
history, tlie several heathen nations are in this respect very 
differently judged. The same nation may, as was the case 
with Edom, Egypt, and Phoenicia, be reckoned at different 
times, as belonging to both kinds of heathendom. 

Now it is not at all the view of the prophets, from Isaiah 
onwards, that this heathen world is doomed to destruction in 
the last days. The prophet of. the Exile actually rises to the 
grand conception that it is waiting eagerly, though uncon- 
sciously, for God and His salvation.* A heathen world, it is 
true, in the modern sense of the word, which implies idolatry, 
it cannot remain. The earth is to be filled with the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, as the waters cover the sea ; the 
Lord shall be one, and His name one ; He has sworn by 
Himself that to Him every knee shall bow.^ But when it 
has learned from the divine judgments that Israel's God is 
the God of all the earth — and it is for this purpose God sends 
His judgments ^ — then it may quite well remain a heathen 
world in the ancient sense, a world of nations in the full 
enjojrment of prosperity and free to follow their own lines 
of national development In fact, even the peoples hostile 
to God are never looked upon as so utterly hostile, that it is 
impossible to expect that among them, as among sinful Israel, 
judgment will leave a remnant which will produce an after- ' 

growth of converts.* Thus we have a picture of the people 

I 

* B. J. xly. Iff. "Ex. iv. 22 ; Jer. xxxL 9, 

> B. J. xUi. 4, 11 6. ! 
< Hftb. ii 14 ; Zech. jvr. 9 ; B. J. xlv. 23. 

* Ezek. xxT. 5, 7, 11, 17, xxtL 0, xxviii. 22, 23, 26, xxix. 6, 9, 16, 21, xxx. I 
8, 19, 25 f., xxxti. 16. i 

* In. xix., xxUi.; Jer. zlviiL 47, xlix. 6, 11, 89 ; Ezok. xxix. 13 1 I 
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of God sorrounded by a world of converted nationa The 
Old Testament salvation broadens into universaUsnu 

This world of nations is thought of as being converted in a 
variety of ways. The prophets mostly think of the judgments 
of God in which His almighty power is revealed.^ The 
heathen then acknowledge that their " no-gods " are of no 
avail, that only in Jehovah is deliverance to be found.' This 
is presented in a particularly instructive way in Isaiah's 
prophecy of the conversion of Egypt.' Egypt trembles, as of 
old in the time of Moses, at the mere mention of the name 
" Judah." Through the plagues with which God threatens it, 
it learns to know God, But it acknowledges Him at the 
same time through His people. There are in Egypt five cities 
which speak the Jewish language and worship Jehovah; there 
is thus a Jewish colony, as formerly there was in Goshen. An 
altar is erected in the land, and a pillar at its frontier, as a sign 
that this land is dedicated to God, and that He will protect 
His people from all oppression. Then the Egyptians are 
converted. God heals them ; they bring Him offerings and 
vows, and become, along with Assyria and Judah, a people of 
God. In like manner Zephaniah also considers conversion 
a result of God's judgments. But he ascribes it more 
directly to God's own act, who turns to the heathen a pure 
language, that they may call upon His name together, and 
form a commonwealth of God.^ The exilic Isaiah hopes 
that the successes of Cyrus will convert unto Jehovah first 
the conqueror himself, and then all the nations that are 
subject to him.* 

Along with this there goes the hope that the glory, with 
which the people of God shines, will convince the heathen 
that only in this God is true salvation to be found. This 



^ Isa. xix., xxlii.; Zech. is. 7 ; B. J. xzv. 8, xlv. 6, 16, 20 ; Ezek. xxxyiii. 
23, xxxix. 6. 

« Jer. xvi. 19 ; B. J. xlv. 21 flf. » Isa. xix. 17-25. 

*Zepli.iiL9f. 'B-J. xlv. 4ff. 
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thonght, which is already implied in the patriarchal pro- 
phecies, often rings through the utterances of the prophets/ 
and also the still higher thought that the moral beauty of 
Israel's laws ^ and the righteousness of the Messianic king ' 
will draw to them the eyes of the heathen. 

But, of course, the conversion of the nations is only con« 
ceivable through their coming into some kind of relation to 
the people which possesses the revelation of this true God. 
Only on rare occasions does the thought occur that those of 
the Gentile nations, who escape the great overthrow, will 
themselves carry the gospel of God's mighty deeds to the 
most distant heathen lands> In most cases, Israel itself is 
the messenger and servant of God, who preaches God to 
the heathen, and lets his song of deliverance re-echo to the 
ends of the earth. The conversion of the heathen is con- 
nected with Israel's public worship.^ It is to Mount Zion that 
the people will come as pilgrims to learn the righteous- 
ness and the law of God.^ And the exilic prophet specially 
presents to us the Israel of prophecy as mission-preacher, 
that Israel which, as the servant of Jehovah, forms a striking 
contrast to the Israel of actual history. It is not enough that 
this Israel is the servant of Jehovah to bring back the tribes 
of Jacob. God means to make him a light ta the heathen 
also, who wait for His salvation.^ But it is deeds, divine 
acts, that are needed, not words and learned proofs of the 
truth of Old Testament doctrine. When the foes of God are 
seen in their weakness and misery, and the kingdom of God 

1 Micah IT. 1 ff., TiL 16 ; Jer. ziL 15 ff., iii 17, xri. 19 ; Esek. zzzvi. 28, 36, 
xxxTii 28 ; Zeoh. viu. 21-28 ; B. J. xxy. 8, IxL 9, Ixvi. 18 (Ps. xxiL 28 f., 
IxTii. 8 ; 1 Kings Tiii. 60). 

' Dent. iv. 6ff.; of. laa. ii. 2ff.; B. J. Ix. 8. * Isa. xi. 10. 

^ B. J. IxTi. 19. The mesaengers sent to Ethiopia (Exek. xxx. 9) are, pro- 
liably, to be taken in another senae. 

• B. J. xliL 19, xlviii. 20 (Micah ▼. 6 f). Is the dew only thought of as the 
symbol of an xnnnmerable mnltitado, or as a refreshing and vivifying power f 

• Isa. ii. 2-4 (Micah iv.) : of. B. J. IL 4. 
'B. J. zUL4, 7ff., xlix.6. 
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in its moral T)eaat7 and blessedness, their conversion is effeeted 
by the voice of truth that is inwardly aodible to all men, and 
by the yearning of the human heart for true happiness. 

All the prophets assign to Israel a privil^ed position as 
ruler over the converted heathen world. Even the nations 
that are not regarded as incorporated with the people of Grod, 
like the inhabitants of the Messianic Canaan in the strict 
sense, are, nevertheless, represented as subject to the Messianic 
kingdom, like those dependencies of the great Asiatic empires 
which enjoyed internal self-government, so that the king of 
Israel becomes king of kings or suzerain.^ They make yearly 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem in order to worship there and cele* 
brate the feast of tabernacles.^ Indeed, by a greater hyper- 
bole still, the multitude of the Gentiles comes to a solemn 
service on Zion every Sabbath and every new moon.' Their 
treasures serve to beautify the public worship of God and to 
maintain the nation of priests that dwells before Him,^ In 
fact, we not infrequently find, in vivid pictures of this hope, 
the relations of these peoples to Israel described by expres- 
sions borrowed from the slavish vassals of Asiatic empires.^ 

Nevertheless, in the most of the utterances regarding the 
last age, the real purport is as grandly universalist as is at all 
consistent with the belief that Israel is specially favoured as 
regards salvation. And not a few of the most beautiful pass- 
ages put this nationalism into the background in a way that 
is already almost Christian. The prayer in 1 Kings viii 41 ff. 
is marked by a grand spirit of aniversalism. According to 
Isaiah, Assyria, Egypt, and Israel enter into alliance on equal 
terms as peoples who serve God, although in the prophecy 
itself God's special love for Israel does find expression.^ In 

^ For these expressions cf. Isa, xzxvi. 4 ; Ezek. xxvi. 7 ; Ezra viL 12 ; Dan. 
ii. 87. 

* Zech. xiv. 16. • B. J. Ixvi. 28. 

* Isa. xxui. 18 ; of. xviU. 7 ; B. J. Ix. 6-7, Ixi. 6 ; Hagg. ii. 8. 

* E.g. B. J. xiv. 2. xlix. 22 f., Ix. 10, 12, Ixi 5. 

* Isa. xix. 28-25. 
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Jeremiah, it is said that, after the judgment, the heathen are 
to find mercy and be planted in the midst of Israel.^ In 
Ezekiel, in the age of fulfilment, ** the strangers " receive as 
large a share of the land as the Israelites.^ But it is chiefiy 
the prophets at the close of the Exile who burst the barriers of 
nationality. The strangers who love and serve God and keep 
the Sabbath, along with the maimed who as yet have no rights 
in the commonwealth, are to have full and equal rights, and 
to enjoy the same respect and happiness as the children of 
Israel whom they join. No external blemish, therefore, 
whether in nationality or in physique, is to prove a hindrance 
to salvation. The house of God is to be a house of prayer 
for all peoples.' The royal feast on Zion, represented under 
the form of a thanksgiving feast, is made for all nations. 
God destroys the veil of mourning that is spread over all 
nations alike.^ Zion, as the holy city, becomes the spiritual 
centre of the whole world.^ In short, the earth becomes a 
kingdom of God, the members of which enjoy on all essential 
matters equal rights and privileges. 

The passsage which would go furthest in this direction 
would be B. J. Ixvi. 21, were it understood as a prophecy of 
the admission of the heathen even to the Levitical priesthood. 
But in view of the position taken elsewhere in the book, this 
is impossible.® Probably it refers to the children of Israel 
returning home from the Dispersion, in contrast to the real 
community of Zion in Babylon. Bather, Israel's prerogative 
over the Gentiles is thought of as resembling Levi's preroga- 
tive over the other tribes. It is, therefore, a prerogative 
of special election, which does not injure the relation of the 
other peoples to salvation. All nations are, in the liturgical 
Psalms of the latest age, summoned as a holy choir to cele* 

' Jer. xii. 16-17 ; cf. xvi. 19-21 ; Zeph. iil 9. 
' Ezek. xlviL 22. * B. J. Iyi. 8-8. 

* B. J. XXV. eff. * B. J. XXV. 8. xxvL 16, etc. 

* E.g. B. J. Ix. 7, 10, 12, IxL 6 f. Also in ver. 22, it is juat the special 
poiition of Israel that is emphasised (Ivi. 7), 
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brate the praises of God.^ God's own people is represented 
as surrounded by a galaxy of peoples who '' fear the Lord." 

Consequently, the prophetic age did not think that the 
admission of the heathen into the kingdom of G<k1 depended 
on their being "Judaised." Naturally Jerusalem, with its 
public worship of God, its Sabbath festivals, and its freedom 
from abominations, is to be the common sanctuary of all 
nations. But of circumcision, and the other customs of the 
Israelitish people, the prophets are not even thinking. Their 
hope is for national conversions to the kingdom of God on a 
grand scale, not for individual "converts" to the common- 
wealth of Israel. In this respect Paul has shown the true 
tendency of the prophetic teaching. 



CHAPTER XXIL 



THE BESURREGTION. 



1. As man in union with God has the feeling of an eternal 
life proof against death, so, in its covenant-fellowship with 
God, Israel is conscious of an imperishable national life. In 
both cases, owing to sin and grace, everlasting life changes 
into death and resurrection. 

The death of the holy people is a standing feature in the 
picture of the future, as drawn by the prophets of the eighth 
and seventh centuries. Even by prophets who, like Amos, 
Isaiah, and Hosea, usually teach that, at least for Judah, there 
will only be a sifting, Ephraim's death is taken for granted. 
In Micah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, the death of Judah also is 
distinctly affirmed. When Israel offended in Baal, he also 
died — that is, he became subject to death. In the Exile, of 
course, that is no longer prophecy but fact. The Exile in 
Babylon is the death of the people, and the end of it is the 

^ E,g, Ps. IxTii. 4ff., cxvii 1, czlyiiL 1-8, 11-15, cL 6. 
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people's riesurrection. Those vho return home regard death 
as something that lies behind them, and feel the new life of 
their people to be eternal.^ It is only in the Levitical period, 
when the people is steadily going from bad to worse, that t)ie 
prophets see that before the actual advent of salvation a new 
judgment is inevitable.^ 

. In keeping with the metaphor of Israel's death, its deliver- 
ance is naturally spoken of as a resurrection. This expression, 
it is true, is not very frequent The bringing back of the 
captives, the gathering of the dispersed, the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem, the restoring of Israel to his rest,^ these are all 
phrases of much more common occurrence. But the thought 
of a resurrection has a specially far-reaching significance, and, 
therefore, deserves special consideration. 

Already, in Hosea, it is said, " After two days will God 
revive us ; on the third day He will raise us up, and we shall 
live before Him." He will rescue from the power of the grave, 
and deliver from death. Death will be annihilated. ''0 
death, where are thy plagues ? grave, where is thy destruc- 
tion ? * " In other words, when the God of life appears, death 
must quit his hold of what he has already seized. 

This and nothing else is the meaning also of Ezekiel's 
famous vision in which he sees a valley full of dry bones.^ 
The only possible reference is to Israel, the people ; and, in fact, 
it is mainly to the long-dead ten tribes as contrasted with the 
people of Judah.' These are represented as a heap of dry 
bones. Death took place long ago. The question being put 
to the prophet. Can these bones live ? he replies, "Lord, Thou 

1 Hagg. L 4ff., 14ff., ii. Sflf.; Zech. I 12-21, iu., iv., v., viii. 3ff.; B. J. 
]iv, 9 ; Ezek. xzzri. 2ff. 

SMal.u.l2,iii.l, 5, 19, 23ff. 

' The word nnUD for Canaan (Dent. zii. 9 ; Pa. xcv. 11). In Micah ii. 10, 
the phrase, " Tbia ia not your rest," ia probably not a pitiless declaration of the 
brotlier-people to the fugitives (Hitzig) but God'a sentence against Jadah. In 
the fntnre it is said, " To thy rest, Israel ! " (Jer. zxxi. 2). 

« Hos. Yi. 1 ff. , xiiL 14. • Exek. xxxviL 

* Vert. 11, 17 ; cf. chap. xxxTiiL 
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knowest" In other words, he has to acknowledge that, so far 
as man can jadge, there is no hope of Israel awaking to new 
life. He leaves the matter with God, for whom nothing is 
impossible. Then he sees how the breath of God blows over 
this field of the dead/ The dry bones become living bodies. 
He receives the prophetic assurance, which is also specially 
explained to him in vers. 1 2-14, that Israel is to rise to a new 
life with all the freshness of youth. 

This thought is expressed in a particularly affecting way by 
the author of B. J. xxiv.— xxviL The people must go into its 
chamber, till the times of trouble are overpast^ Then there 
await it a new resurrection-life and the feast of fat things, 
which God will give unto all peoples upon Mount Zion.' 

The life to which the people is raised up is an everlasting Uf& 
Individuals, it is true, are promised in that golden age nothing 
more than a long life, which is never to be prematurely cut short 
by a mournful death.^ But of the people itself the prophets of 
the Exile declare that it will live for ever, crowned with joy 
and gladness ; ^ thut it will bloom and flourish in imperishable 
freshness ; ® that, living in everlasting bliss on a new earth 
under a new heaven, it is to witness how everything hostile to 
God is handed over for ever to the powers of death in the 
valley of judgment.^ The prophecy in B. J. xxv. 8 goes 
farthest of all in promising that death will be altogether 
abolished in the time of consummation, so that the risen 
people and its then living members will enjoy an everlasting 
life of blessednesss. 

^ The "Spirit" of God, according to the double meaning of the word, made 
perceptible to the senses as storm. 
« B. J. xxvi. 20 f. 

* B. J. xzvi. 6 flf. This little book is the original of many of the Jewish figures 
in the New Testament. The "travail of the Messiah," the "marriage 
snpper," the " marriage of the Lamb," the " destmction of death for evermore," 
are still heard echoing through New Testament prophecy. We may even say 
that the blessedness of the firBt-bom, the millennium, and the new Jerusalem, 
are probably to be found here in their earliest and simplest features. 

* B. J. Ixv. 20 ; Zech. viii. 4. * B. J. xxxv. 10. 

* B. J. Ixv. 18-28. 7 B. J. IxvL 22 f.* 
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2. It came naturally within the religious scope of the 
thought last expounded to include in Israel's resurrection 
from the dead the individual also, in so far as he is a member 
of the holy nation. Consequently, it would not surprise us» 
were we to find, any time after Hosea, a doctrine of the 
resurrection of .the godly children of Israel. If, on the 
contrary, Israel awoke to the consciousness of such a hope 
only at a late period, and very gradually, this is explained by 
the fact that the personality of the individual is invariably 
put in the background by the collective personality of the 
people. In Hosea, chap, vL, there is no reference to a 
resurrection of individual members of the holy nation already 
dead. And I must make a similar assertion about Ezekiel 
xxxvii. Undoubtedly the real reference of this passage is to 
the people of Israel. Some might, indeed, find in the very 
simile used by the prophet, a proof that a resurrection of the 
dead was a thought with which pious minds were then 
familiar. But it seems to me to prove the very opposite. 
If the belief iji a resurrection of individuals had been known to 
the prophet, then his reply to the question " Will these live ? " 
must surely have been, " Certainly, Lord ! " And in that 
case, this whole vision would be no longer a sign. The field 
full of dead men's bones would no longer be an emblem of a 
hopelessness too great for human thought to overcome, nor 
the raising of the bones a miracle of miracles. On the 
contrary, the bones would of themselves be a sign of hope ; 
and their being raised would be an event to be expected as a 
matter of course. Instead of a miraculous pledge of some- 
thing otherwise incredible, we should have a rather weak 
parable : " As certainly as these corpses will rise again, so 
certainly will dead Israel also be raised from the dead." 
Consequently this passage was well suited to arouse in the 
reader a belief in the resurrection of individuals also. But a 
proof that such a belief already existed, it most assuredly is 
not. B. J, XXXV. 10, Ixv, 20; and Zech, viii 4» do not 

VOL. n. 2 b 
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ftssnme, that even in the time of consummation, the godly will 
be perfectly free from death or sin. ZecL iiL 7 has absolntely 
nothing to do with the question before us, but is simply a 
symbolical promise to the high priest of Israel, as the 
representative of his people, that he will constantlj enjoy 
free access to God, and be graciously received* 

On the other hand, there are certainly two passages in tbe 
book of Isaiah where we meet with the thought of the 
resurrection of the godly. Let us first take the famous passage 
about the suffering servant of Jehovah in B. J. liii. lOff. 
There is here, of course, no doctrine of the resurrection of the 
dead. The servant of Jehovah is not, in the strict sense, 
an individual person, although a very vivid and concrete 
personification. And, at any rate, he is meant to be 
something absolutely extraordinary ; and his resurrection can 
no more prove the belief in a general resurrection than 
the instance of Enoch is a proof that all men escape death. 
Still we have here quite distinctly the thought of a blessed 
and endless life, to which the righteous rises after he has 
died, and been buried, — a step, therefore, towards a real hope 
of resurrection.* 

The hope in B. J. xxiv.— xxviL goes still further. Here, 
also, it is true, it is only the resurrection of the people that 
is primarily kept in view throughout It is the people that 
is addressed. And in reference to individual men we get, 
speaking generally, only the hopeless utterance, " Dead men 
do not live again, shades do not rise." ' But the prophet 
expects primarily, at least for those who share in the age of 
consummation, perfect freedom from death.' And when, in 
glancing at the final era, he remembers those who died 
before salvation actually arrived, it is at first but an eager 
wish which rises within him, " May thy dead live, may my 

^ In 6. J. ML 1 f., death is spoken of "as a shelter from wickedness," but 
without any clear hint of restoration to real life. 
* B. J. xxTi. 14 (doKbtless of IsraeFs enemies). * B. J. zzv. 8. 
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corpses arise," ^ a wish, full both of earnest longing and of 
resignation, like the exclamation of Job, " Oh that a clean 
one might come out the unclean." Bat to the prophetic eye 
this wish becomes a joyous hope : 

"Awake and dng, ye that dwell in the dust : 
For thy dew is at the dew of light, 
And the earth will bring forth shades." ' 

Thus it is only towards the close of the Exile that prophecy 
shows traces of a resurrection hope, and even these are 
always given with the indefiniteness characteristic of poetry, 
and are very far indeed from being a distinct doctrina They 
rather hint at a belief in process of formation than formulate 
one already held. And the Psalms, from which it is thought 
that a more definite hope of salvation can be proved, really 
carry us no further than do the passages previously cited. 
Since Ps. xvL and xviL have been already discussed, the only 
others bearing on the question are Ps. xlix., Ixxiii., and cxxxix., 
all of them late.' The singer of Psalm xlix. announces in a 
significant introduction,^ replete with promises, that he wishes 
to solve, in accordance with divine wisdom, a question of 
moment for all — the question, how is the prosperity of the 
wicked compatible with divine Providence 7 the same question 
which rings throughout the book of Job. He solves it in 
two equal strophes, containing eight verses each.'^ The 
first strophe deals with the lot of men in general Since rich 
and poor must go down to Sheol, since riches do not ransom, 
and no one takes them with him^ what matters it that a 
wicked man is rich and powerful ? He is fleeting, evanescent, 
yea, a nothing. But the second strophe goes further. It is 
not merely that men are alike, that riches and power make 
no real difference in the final destiny; but the fools whom 

> B. J. xxvi. 19 Cl'no, *ni>n3). " B. J. xxvi. 19. 

' The text of these Psalms, nearly all throagh, is so uncertain, and so far from 
leaving the impression of originality, that they are, from this one £sot» quite 
nnsaitable as proof-passages. 

« Ps. xlix. 2-5. * Pa. xlix. 6-18 and 14-21. 
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men praise must away to the under world, while God delivers 
the godly.^ Hence it is foolish to be afraid of the wicked, 
whose power and riches soon fall a prey to destruction.' 
The line of thought in both strophes, beautifully emphasised 
as it is by the refrain, with its significant changes, is on all 
essential points above doubt The only disputable and, for 
our question, important passage is Ila. (14—16 inclusiveX 
The words run as follows : — 

'* This is the way of them that are stabborn : 
And after them follow those who delight in their sayings : 
Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol ; 
Death is their shepherd : 
And the upright trample upon them ; 
Right soon must their form wither away : 
Sheol \a the dwelling-place for them.' 
But God redeems my soul from the power of Sheol ; 
For He keeps hold of me." ^ 

Here there is certainly nothing about a resurrection of the 
godly, or about a life exempt from death. For death in the 
abstract is thought of as the common lot of all (vers. 1 1 and 13); 
and redemption from the hand of Sheol, which is already laying 
hold of the godly, is, as ver. 8 clearly shows, merely an expres- 
sion meaning " to protect from death," and that, of course, 
not from death absolutely, but (as is proved by a host of 
similar expressions),^ from the penal death of the wicked. 
The death of the fool, of which the last strophe speaks, is the 
antithesis, not of the immortality of the godly, but of their confi- 
dence and rest in God, This would indeed preclude the punish- 

1 Vers. 14-16. * Vers. 17-21. 

' Death watches the wicked as they lie massed together like a flock. The 
upright triumph. Towards morning, t.e. suddenly, as the night vanishes, their 

form must wither (read rtW=n7y). Hades is their dwelling-place 6a^0 

according to the Massoretes, is prohably to be taken : " it (their bodily form) 

will be without a dwelling/' but that is meaningless ; 73tD must be a rare 

nominal formation for TI^Ti B. J. Ixiii. 15). 

^ Or else, " when it lays hold of me,'* clutches at me. God takes hold of the 
upright, and thus snatches him away from the threatening violence of death. 

* E,g, Jonah ii. 8, 7 ; Pa. ix. 14, Ixxzvi. 18, Izxxix. 49, ciii. 4, cxxxviii. 7. 



THE BESURRECTIOK OF THE INDIVIDUAU 389 

ment of an early death, but not a normal end to life. Finally, 
** He keeps hold of me," in ver. 1 6, is not at all synonymous 
with "He awakes me," or such like, but means, — He lays 
hold of me, and so snatches me away, i,e, in the given case, 
from the hand with which death was clutching at me. 

In Ps. Ixxiii. a godly man is busying himself still more dis- 
tinctly and clearly with the problem of the prosperity of the 
wicked. He thinks it completely solved by the joyous 
belief that the apparent happiness of the wicked must give 
place to sudden destruction, and that God, on the other hand, 
raises the godly to honour. Here, too, in my opinion, there is 
no reference to any recompense in the world to come. The 
experience which gives the psalmist his solution of the 
problem is confined to this life ; he feels happy in God, and 
sees the downfall of the wicked whom once he envied. 

The line of thought in the Psalm is as follows — Vers. 1-3 : 
Now I know of a truth that God is good to the pious, although 
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked, I had almost sinned 
against God, and had nearly become wicked myself. Vers. 
4-15 incl.: For I found that the wicked, in spite of the most 
insane pride and arrogance toward God, continued unpunished 
and happy, while nothing but suffering fell to the lot of the 
godly ; and so I had almost slipped. But now I have found 
the right standpoint Vers. 16-20 incl. : 

" When I thoaght how I might know this, 
It was Uboor in mine eyes ; 
Until I went into the sanctnaries ^ of God, 
And considered their (wicked men's) latter end. 
Surely Thou settest them in slippery places : 
Thou castest them down as mins. 
How are they become a desolation in a moment 1 
They are utterly consumed with terrors.' 
As a dream when one awaketh, 
So Thou, Lord, when Thou awakest, shalt despise their image.** 



^ Kepresented as local : the place where one finds God, Lt, His secrets, the 
true meaning of God's plans. 
> Sc knied by terror. 
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Vers. 21, 22: Hence I was a fool, to get angry at the 
prosperity of the wicked. 
Vers. 23-28 incl: 

** And as for me, I am continually with Thee : 
Thou hast holden my right hand. 
By Thy counsel thou guidest me, 

And that I may obtain glory, Thou dost keep hold of me.^ 
Whom have I in heaven but Thee Y 
And apart from Thee I hare no pleasure on earth.' 
Though my flesh and my heart faileth, 
God is the rock of my heart and my portion for ever.' 
For, lo, they that are far from Thee shall perish : 
Thou destroyest every one that goeth a whoring from Thee. 

. And as for me, nearness to God is my happiness.^ 
I have made the Lord God my refuge, 
That I may tell of all Thy works, ■' 

Let a reader do justice to the poetic cast of this Psalmist's 
phraseology, bear in mind how often similar hyperbolical 
expressions are used, and notice how, even in the most crucial 
parts of the Psalm, e,ff, vers. 26-28, 18-20, the sole emphasis is 
laid on the judgment by which the wicked is swept off the face 
of the earth, and how the closing stanza still speaks throughout 
only of earthly happiness, — and he will be convinced that here 
also the poet means his question to be solved, not by resur- 

^ Yer. 23 is neither a hope nor a resolution, but an account of his experience. 
Ood guides him in his counsel, t.e. wisely, and keeps hold of him that he may 
obtain glory, as the phrase according to Zech. ii. 12 [Eng. ii. 8] undoubtedly 
means. In other words, ''Thou leadest me wisely, so that the end may be 
glory, not shame.'' Another rendering might be, " And, after that, glory will 
receive me," which also need not refer to anything more than the goal of earthly 

life. "Thou wilt receive me into gloiy," would require either IX^b o' 

" Thus God is his highest good (cf. Ps. xvi. 2), The *]BV (^^e the ^^y of 
Ps. zvi. 2), means along with Thee, apart from Thee. In other words, apart 
from God he has no happiness either in heaven or on eartlu 

* Even when iu the greatest danger of death, he puts his trust in God ; for 
he knows that the wicked perish, and that the pious enjoy the &vour of God. 
The reasoning in ver. 27 makes it clear that in ver. 26 he cannot be speaking of 
death, but only of danger of death. 

* To be near to God, that is, tliat I may cleave to Him (B. J. Iviil 2) is 
sufficient happiness for me. 
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rection after death, but by the rest, bleasedness, and security 
of earthly life. 

Psalm cxxxix is still clearer. There the literal meaning 
must be thoroughly distorted before any reference to the 
resurrection can be discovered. The poet has constructed his 
Psalm as follows — 1-6 incL: God, Thou hast, in Thine 
unsearchable greatness surrounded me everywhere with Thy 
wisdom and Thy power. 7-1 2 incL : Nowhere can one hide 
from Thee : since for Thee darkness is not Were I to say^ 
" Let utter darkness enshroud me, and the light about me 
become night," even darkness would not be dark for Thee, but 
night would be light as day, and darkness be as light. 
13—16 incL : For Thou hast known me, even in the darkness 
of the womb ; I give thanks unto Thee, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made : wonderful are Thy works ; and that 
my soul knoweth right well" ^ . . . " Thine eyes saw me as 
an embryo, and in Thy book were they all written, even the 
days which were ordained, when as yet was none of them." ' 
17, 18: All this I can neither understand nor express — ** How 
precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, God ! how great is 
the sum of them I If I should count them, they are more in 
number than the sand ; I awake, so am I still with Iliee." ' 
In other words, whether I wake or sleep, I am constantly 
under the mighty influence of Thy wonderful works. If I 
fall asleep while pondering their inexhaustible variety, still 
they occupy my dreams. 19-22 incL: God, destroy the 

^ Yer. IS. ** Before God the darkness is as light, for He has seen even that 
which is hidden deepest" Yer. 14. *' Come into being in a way as astonishing 
as it is remarkable." (Hitzig : " Thou hast shown Thyself astonishingly won 

derfuL" Sept Syr. HK^D^O 

0?i probably better "embryo" than '*the threads of life^ thought of as 
still in a skein." Q*ri, Hitzig : " And for it (t.e. for his birth into the world) 
there was one of them." 

* Meditation that does not cease even in dreams. Otherwise we might think 
of " the waking heart," Song of SoL t. 2 ; Job iv. 13 ; Jer. zzzL 26. There 
cannot possibly be a reference to the resurrection : (1) because death has not been 
even mentioned ; (2) because, in that case, ^y could not be used, for only then 
would he be reaUy with Ood, and that, too, in quite a different sense. 
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wicked, whom I hate as being Thine enemies ! 23, 24: 
Prove me, and lead me to salvation. 

Consequently, these Psalms contribute nothing towards a 
doctrine of the resurrection. And it is hardly possible that 
any one would, in sober earnest, interpret the exclamation of 
God in Ps. xc. 3, ** Eetum, ye children of men," as a sum- 
moning of men to a resurrection life.^ The Levitical age 
was the first to produce a clear and positive doctrine of the 
resurrection.' The book of Daniel knows of a resurrection of 
many, that is, of a resurrection which does not result from 
the circumstances of mankind in general, from the natural 
constitution, so to speak, of a human being, but is connected 
with the perfecting of Israel at the end of the days.* This 
resurrection also presupposes a judgment — that is, the prophet 
expects a resurrection even of the wicked in Israel Those 
sleeping in the dust of the -earth awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt^ Hence all 
Israel is probably included in this hope, so that the resurrec- 
tion brings to the members of this people both purification and 
judgment. But this book nowhere gives us any warrant for 
going beyond Israel. 

This doctrine was, it is true, not accepted by Israel without 
discussion, a clear proof that it was a doctrine of the 
schools, founded on the teaching of the scribes. The book of 

* It simply correspondB to K3*7"iy lB?n. 

* Whether the Persian doctrine of resurrectioti has had any influence, cannot 
be of essential interest to us, since it would, at any rate, only be a question bs 
to strengthening an element already in existence. This point will be the more 
difficult to decide, the more uncertain it becomes how far this doctrine, the 
principal witness to which is Bundehesh, was really old Persian. 

' Dan. zii. 2. The " many " is probably not used as an antithesis to "all," 
but is meant simply to express, as in Rom. v. 15, that a large number, a 
majority, will share in it. In my opinion, ver. 13 also refers to this idea, as is 
shown by the phrase, "at the end of the days." The verse runs thus, "And 
go thou to the goal," that is, finish thy course, " and rest (in death) and staud 
in thy lot,'* that is, receire the portion destined for thee at the end of 
the time. 

^ Dan. xii. 2, then in ver. S, "the teachers," are thought of as specially 
honoured. 
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Ecclesiastes still holds by the older Israelitish view, and 
that too in its most negative aspect For this book it is a very 
doubtful matter whether there is any existence after death 
worth speaking of. It is doubtful whether a human life, on 
account of its personal communion with God, will be taken up 
by Him after its death ;^ while the life of an animal, being 
connected with nature, returns to that out of which it came. 
And even if one assumes this, as soon as God takes back the 
living spirit which He has lent to man, there remain only 
'' the dead," the shades in Sheol, who are without feeling, 
without hope.' The living know that they must die ; the dead 
know nothing. A dead lion is worse than a living dog.^ 
There is a place to which all go, an eternal home.^ The dust 
returns to the earth, and the spirit to Him who gave it, and 
who, whenever He pleases, can take it back.^ 

Now, many -expositors have, it is true, taken this " living 
spirit " to mean man's personal conscious life, and have thus 
found in the book the doctrine that the spiritual part of man, 
his true Ego, enters at death into (blessed) fellowship with 
God.® They were confirmed in this by the book speaking of 
all men being inevitably judged by God, of an account that 
must be given to Him, and of an eternity which He has put 
in the heart of man.^ Were this interpretation right, the 
last sections of the book must have been written from a stand- 
point quite different from that of the rest of the book. They 
must either indicate a complete triumph of faith, for which 
nothing in the tone of the book gives any warrant ; or they 
must come from a different author, who wished to soften 
what was objectionable in the book, a view against which the 
similarity of diction and the coherence of the argument are 
conclusive. But the living spirit is here, as everywhere else 

' Eccles. iii ISff.; ct xii 7. ' Eceles. iiL 20, viit. 8, xiL 7, iz. S. 

> EccIm. ix. 8-10. ^ Eccles. iii. 20, ru 6. 

* Eoclea. xii. 7, liiL 8. * Eccles. ziL 7. 

7 Eccles. iiL 11, 17, zi 9 (xii. 14, Eahle). 
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in the Old Testament, not the peisonal, conscious, spiritaal 
side of man — the soul — ^but the vital force oommon to all 
living beings, the condition of earthly life for man and beast^ 
of which it is said, " were He to withdraw their breath, they 
would crumble into dust" ^ And the judgment is, as is so 
frequently the case, the judgment in this world which God 
passes on man by his lot in life, and above all by his death 
Otherwise this judgment could not be mentioned for the 
purpose of exhorting readers to rejoice in their youth. In that 
case it would have had to run : ** Enjoy youth, but don't foi^t 
the judgment" Here, as elsewhere in the book, the author 
means, by this mention of the inevitable doom of death, to 
exhort to a cheerful, thankful enjoyment^ as in the sight of 
God, of life and its pleasures in a pure sense.^ 

This double-sided view of the final destiny of man is stiU 
more strongly marked in the apocryphal books. The second 
book of Maccabees deals with the subject quite in the fashion 
of DanieL For its author the resurrection is a dogma suffi- 
ciently important to make him give prominence to the fact 
that even Judas Maccabeus acknowledged his belief in it by 
offering sacrifices for the dead.' All Israelites, even the 
wicked,* whom of course judgment awaits, will rise out of 
Hades. The death of the body is, it is true, constantly 
regarded as a punishment for sin.^ But God, from whom no 
one can escape, will raise up the bodies of the true children 
of Israel.^ The only thing that admits of doubt is whether 
the book includes non-Israelites in the resurrection. It 
might seem so, since the heathen tyrant is threatened with 
terrible retribution because of his outrageous conduct against 
God.^ But since in tliis case the retribution is to be inflicted 

^ Cf. Ps. L 5, yii. 7, xxzyii. 37, ix. 5, 8 ; Gen. zviii. 25 ; Ezek. zriiL 30. 
' Eccles. xi. 9 f. ; cf. iii. 22 (cf. the well known Egyptian custom of showing 
at their feasts a dead man's head), 
« 2 Mace. xiL iS £ « 2 Mace xiL 43 f.; cf. vl 2S. 

» 2 Mace. vii. 18, 8^ 88. '2 Mace vi 26, vii. 9, 14, 28, 86. 

' 2 Mace, vii 17, 19, 81, 36, 86. 
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on the descendants as well, since '' the issue " is to confirm 
the threat,^ and since the only menace addressed to the 
tyrant himself is, that he will not enjoy a resurrection unto 
life,' it is hardly to be supposed that a resurrection to ever* 
lastiDg punishment is thought of ; probably all that is meant 
is a resurrection of the members of the holy, national body, 
corresponding to " the first resurrection " of the New Testa- 
ment The book of Judith, on the other hand, following B. J. 
Ixvi. 24, holds that the heathen hostile to God will have to 
live in a sort of hell of conscious torment.' 

In the book of Enoch the doctrine of the resurrection is 
worked out still more fully on these lines. In addition 
to the righteous who, like Enoch and Elijah, are already 
living in the north in blessed communion with God, in the 
holy place of the great Eing,^ there are also dead men, in 
separate divisions of Sheol till the judgment, in very different 
conditions, ranging from misery to blessedness.^ On the day 
of judgment the pious take the reins of government, and, as 
destroyers of the wicked, enjoy a long life of blessedness and 
joy upon earth, upon a new earth under a new heaven.^ The 
elect rise to blessedness and sinlessness.^ But all must rise : 
for none perish or can perish before God.^ Then heaven and 
hell are the alternatives.^ A description of them, of the tree 
of life, and the tree of knowledge, or of the eschatological 
monsters Leviathan and Behemoth, and such like, is not a 
part of our task.^^ In Ezra iv., in the Jewish Sibyl, and 
in the Psalms of Solomon, there is likewise found the doctrine 
of the resurrection of the godly.^^ 

1 2MaocTiL17, ix.6ff. * 2 Maoc. rii. 14. 'Jod. xyL20ff. 

* Enoch xxxyiL 4, XZ7. 5, Ixx. 1, 4, Izxxiz. 52. ' Enoch zzii. 3 ff. 

* Enoch zcriii. 12 f., ▼. 9, z. 17 ff., IyuL, zzv. 6, Izzii 1, zci. 10. 

7 Enoch zd. 10, 28, 17, y. 8. * Enoch li 1 ff., IxL 5. 

* Enoch cviii. 4ff. 

^ Cf. t.g, Enoch IxwiL 4ff., Izriii 6, xd. 15, zc. 26, z. 12, Ix. 7ff., Izzx. 
2ff., zziv., zzT., zzxii 3ff. 

" Pa. liL 18 ff., ziii. 9, zir. 2. The book, Ezn iv,, clearly preenppoeea the 
deatruction of the wicked* Their wicked acta have effecta eren after the death 
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This view of the last things was adopted by the sect of 
the Pharisees, and by the pious people whose religious 
development was mainly due to their influence.^ If Josephus 
has not somewhat modified the teaching of the Pharisees in 
a sense friendly to Greek philosophy, there were at work, in 
the sect itself, influences of a more spiritualistic character; 
for they were not kept together by a rigid uniformity of 
dogma so much as by exact conformity to the legal r^ula- 
tions of practical life. In that case they would have 
accepted a natural immortality of the soul, and retribution 
immediately after death, and would have expected none but 
the blessed to obtain a new body* But on such points 
Josephus is a witness not at all above suspicion.^ 

On the other hand, there appears in the book of Barucb/ 
and in Jesus the son of Sirach, just the old Mosaic view of death 
and the condition after death, without any reference to the 
prophetic elements which point to the vanquishing of death. 
The latter book, undoubtedly, assumes a continued existence in 
Sheol and the possibility of influencing the course of events/ 
even while there ; and it as good as takes for granted not only 
the possibility of being miraculously preserved from death, but 
also the possibility of being miraculously brought back from 
Sheol.^ In several passages, one might infer a final judgment 
on the wicked in the other world.^ But this is only spoken of 
in connection with some histories of the Old Testament, tg. 



of the body. The multitade "bom without an object** (ix. 22, xiii. 9, 
xiv. 6, XV. 11), is destroyed, while the pious, hidden in the womb of Sheol 
(iy. 35), are then bom of it anew unto life (iv. 41, y. 37, xiy. 34, x. 16, 
yii. 32, yiii. 54). Ezra himself, and those like him, pass, it is true, withoat 
dying, into life etemal (yi. 26, yiii. 52, xiv. 9). The description of the final 
judgment (yii. 83 ff. ), does not exclude the idea of a judgment day in this world 
(xy. 13). 

^ E.g, Acts xxiii. 6, xxiy. 15, xxyi. 8 ; John v. 28, yi. 44, xi 24. 

^ Joseph. De BelL Jud, ii. 8, 14 ; Ant. xyiii. 1, 3. 

' His own yiew is still more platoniaing, Dt Bell. Jud. iii. 8, 5. 

* Bar. ii. 17 ; cf. iii. 10, 11, 19. » Ecclus. xlyL 20. 

« Ecclus. xliv. 16, xlyiii. 5, 10, 12, 14. 

7 Ecclus. i. 13, ii 18, yU. 36 ff., xll 12. 
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Enoch,'Elijab, and Samuel. The general conception of the book 
however makes it clear that judgment just consists in death 
itself,^ in the way in which it befalls the individual, in post- 
humous fame,^ and in the lot of one*s posterity ; ^ while death, 
in itself, is represented as a misfortune common to all/ and as 
the end of all joy and pleasure, of all distinction and all 
decision.^ The passages which go beyond this are probably, 
like several statements about '' wisdom," the work of the trans* 
later who was naturally under the influence of the religious 
philosophy of the Egypticm Jews, The view in Tobit, and in 
the first book of the Maccabees, appears to be similar, although 
this conclusion can be drawn only from their silence as to 
any opposing view.^ This was certainly the position which 
the party of the Sadducees took up in regard to the matter. 
They can hardly have denied the existence of the dead in 
Sheol, which is, indeed, a matter of complete religious in- 
difference. But they certainly denied the doctrine of 
immortality and of a resurrection, that is to say, the pro- 
phetic hope of the Israelites.^ 

In the last pre-Christian age there occurs yet a third 
view of man's destiny after the death of the body which, 
under the guidance of the spiritualistic philosophy of that 
period, goes quite beyond the Old Testament doctrine of death 
and of the condition after death* It is really founded on a 
belief in the divine nature of the human soul, and in its pre- 
existence, from which it follows as a matter of course that 
only on the dissolution of the body is the soul restored to 
its true mode of life. Of the Apocrypha proper, the book 
of Wisdom shows traces of this view. True, the view of 

> Eoclus. ziy. 20, xxzviiL 22, iIL 2 U 

> Eoclus. zL 9 f., zlL 1 ff., U. 8 If. 

* Ecclus. zi. 29, zr. 17, zziii 21, 85, zzz. 4f., zIL 5f. 

* Eccliu. z. 11 f., ziv. 17, zWi. 25, zziL 9, zzzviii. 16 f. 

* EccluB z. 12, ziy. 13 ff., zyii. 22 ff., zyiii. 22, zlL 5ff. 

* Cf. 1 If aco. ziy. 81 ; Tob. iii. 6, 10 (otherwiae in the redacted Tobit). 

' Matt zzii 23 ; Acta zziii. 8 ; Joseph. Dt BeU. Jvd, il 8, li ; AtU. zyiii. 
1,1 
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this book is still in very close accordance with the Old 
Testament pre-suppositions. With the stipport of Scriptoie 
it teaches that God did not create death, that the original 
sources of the world are permanent, with no poison of 
destruction in them. Hades having no throne on earth ;^ that 
the wicked called death in, and that, while God had created 
man for immortality, death came in through the envy of the 
deviL^ The book speaks of a day of judgment when the 
righteous are the judges, and of the miserable end of the 
wicked.' Nevertheless, there are clear enough indications 
of that other view. For the godly death is happiness and 
a gift from God.^ Their soul is, by nature, immortal ; ^ and, 
even before the judgment, it is in a state of blessedness.^ The 
resurrection of the body is never taken into consideration.^ 
The thought of an everlasting existence in Hades is wicked 
and foolish.^ It is quite in harmony with this that, along with 
the ordinary view of man's development,* it is clearly enough 
assumed that every soul has already a good or an evil bias 
before it is put into the earthen vessel of the body — that, 
of course, being good or bad according to the nature of the 
soul.^^ This view appears to have been that of the Essenes, 
who spoke simply of " the immortality of the souL" ^^ It is 
stated, in all its peculiarities, by Fhilo, who holds that the 
soul is an imperishable principle,^^ and that death is a release 
from the bonds of the body.^* 

1 Wisd. Sol. i. 12 ff. « Wisd. Sol. iL 28 ff. 

8 Wisd. Sol. ui. 8, 10, 19, iv. 19. * Wiad. Sol. iii. 6, iv. 9-li. 

» Wisd. SoL ui. 1, 4 ff., iv. 7, v. 15 f., xvi 14. 
• Wisd. Sol. ii. 22, iii. 1 ff., iv, 7. » Wisd. SoL iii. 1 ff., iv. 7. 

8 Wisd. SoL u. 1 ff., V. 1 ff. • Wisd. SoL vii 1 ff. 

" Wisd. SoL viii. 19 f., ix. 15. " Joseph. AnL xviiL 1, 6. 

" Philo 181 E, 216 B, 845 C, 466 C, 685 E, 586 D ; cf. 31 A, D, 33 D, 47 C, 
D, 171 D, 172 B, 300 B. 
" Philo 59 D, 700, 728, 1090 D ; cf. 216 B, 845 G, 686 C, 1153 C. 
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(b) The Human Instruments for EstcMisking the 

Kingdom of Ood^ 

CHAPTER XXIIL 

THE DAYIDIG KING IN THE LAST AGE. 

1. All that we have hitherto said regarding the future 
of salvation, which the prophets expected, has pointed solely 
to God Himself as the author of its fulfilment As the 
beginnings of that salvation are due to God, so also is its 
completion. And this is the characteristic feature, all 
through, of the prophecies and the songs of the Old Testa* 
ment All second causes, and all created instruments, the 
divine omnipotence casts wholly into the shade. But this 
divine causality is, in itself, in no way exclusive of human 
instrumentality. Even in early days God had made a 
covenant, — ^but through Moses and Aaron. He had delivered 
His people, — ^but by the hand of David, His anointed. He 
had spoken, — ^but by the mouth of the men of God the 
prophets. God comes to man by equipping men to spread 
abroad His Spirit, to speak His words, to do His deeds. 
Hence, the future salvation is likewise represented as brought 
about by the human instruments God employs. 

True, the prophets do not all speak of the future 
salvation being effected by this human instrumentality, 
at least not in the fragments of their preaching that 
have come down to us. In Kahum, Habakkuk,^ Zephaniah, 
B. J. xiiL, xiv., and xxiv.-xxvii., Joel, and Obadiah, we do 
not find a hint of it, a proof that hope's religious centre 
of gravity does not lie in the personality of this 
mediator. No doubt, the most of the prophets, and the 

^ For the Messiah of Hab. iiL 18 Lb the people itselt 



400 OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY, 

most important of them too, regard the future of salvation 
as bound up with special human activity, and with outstanding 
human personages. God is the Saviour of Israel, when He 
raises up for him a Sanriour, a Deliverer who champions and 
delivers like Moses of old.^ And those human figures, which 
had acquired a typical significance for the history of salva- 
tion, naturally stood before the eye of the prophets as 
patterns. 

The most important of these figui*es is the Davidic king, 
the real representative of independent nationality in Isi^ 
the kingdom of God. At first it is, for the prophets, a 
question merely of the kingdom as such* But ere long it 
is a particular king, clearly depicted as a person whom they 
expect at the end of the ages. And thid personage towers 
80 high above all the other figures of that closing era, that 
the name "Messiah" could become the technical term for 
the whole hope of Israel. 

Here the Davidic kingdom alone is taken into considera- 
tion. By the eighth century the prophets have long ago 
ceased to know anything of that first antagonism to the 
house of David, which had caused in the disruption of the 
kingdom. Compared with the grand figure of David, and the 
divine promises relating to his house, the rulers of Ephraim are 
represented as ungodly kings, as instruments of punishment in 
the hand of God* Even in the northern kingdom itself, 
and as a citizen of it, Hosea points to " king David," that is» 
to the reigning house of David, to whom, as well as to 
their God, the ten tribes must return.^ And the Judean 
Amos, who had migrated from his ruined home into the 
haughty splendour of the northern kingdom, is sure that the 
fallen tabernacle of David's house is to be again set up, and 
that it will then efiect salvation.' Even during Israel's 
worst days the memory of the everlasting mercies of David— 
that is, of the divine blessing that rests on his house, is still 

1 Isa. Jix, 20. » Hoe. iu. 5. » Amos ix. 11. 



GOD AND THE MESSIAH. 401 

cherished by the people, and continues to be the leading idea 
in the prayers offered by the godly.^ 

The figure of the Davidic king of the last days is not 
equally prominent in every age. It does not stand before the 
spirit of the prophets as supernaturally ready and complete, 
nor does it develop, as an idea does, growing gradually clearer 
and clearer. Its form is largely determined by history, and 
shares in its mutations. At one time it steps to the front, 
strikingly beautiful and glorious ; at another, it draws back 
into the shade, or grows faint and pala This fact is, 
of course, also connected with the spiritual life of the 
prophets, a factor beyond the reach of examination. But in 
the main it can be understood in the light of history. 
Hosea and Amos give prominence to the house of David, 
simply because of the contrast it affords to the wild dynastic 
confusion in Ephraim. It is as a glorious personality that 
the son of David appears in Isaiah, Micah, and Zechariah 
ix.-xi. Probably the hopes that centred on Hezekiah as the 
successor of the profligate Ahaz, encouraged such thoughts. 
In Jeremiah, Zechariah xii.— xiv., and Ezekiel, the picture of 
the coming Davidic king is faithfully retained. But it is 
much less ideal than before ; it is rather only a single feat- 
ure in the picture of the nation's hope. These men make 
righteousness and moral worth the main traits of the 
Messiah's character, a true expression of those ages when 
the outward splendour of the Davidic house had suffered 
so ignominious a collapse, because its inner worth was 
utterly gona In the time of the Exile the Davidic king 
keeps quite in the shade. The royal house, sunk as it was 
in the depths of disgrace, is no longer the centre of the 
religious hope of the nation. Quite a different figure now 
steps to the front, the Israel of prophecy which, by suffering 
and death, accomplishes the will of its God. The Persian 
monarch is here called '*the Messiah of God." The true 

^ Ps. Ixxxix., cxzzii. 

voi* n. 2 c 
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Saviour of Israel lives on earth, while a stranger as king of 
the world must help forward the purposes of God. But when 
the congregation of Israel returned home under Zerubbabel, 
a son of David, the figure of the king once more got its due. 
In the person of its leader the people had a pledge, a man 
who was Himself a sign, that the great Davidic " sprout " of 
the future was about to come. It is in this sense that the 
prophets of the new Jerusalem, Haggai and Zechariah, point 
to the Prince. But in Malachi's days the figure of the 
Davidic king had again lost its significance for religious life 
in Israel. 

2. Like Amos and Hosea, Isaiah also spoke in the second 
half of his career, not so much of a single divine Son of 
David as of the time when the royal house, being trans- 
figured like Israel in general, would reign over the people in 
the splendour of wisdom and righteousness.^ But in the 
prophecies of his youth he not only promised that a future 
Deliverer would arise from the house of David, but also de- 
picted him in the most glowing colours. 

The Messiah first appears in Isa. ix. 5, 6. To the sorely 
oppressed and plundered people of northern Israel, the people 
that sit in darkness, Isaiah promises the rise of a great light, 
the dawn of a new day of hope and joy. They are to see the 
yoke of Assyria broken, and the conqueror's terrible accoutre- 
ments of war burned in the fire.* This hope is based on the 
certainty that a Son of David is given to the people as a 
Saviour and Eedeemer. The prophet here speaks without 
hesitation of a King about to come. The perfect expresses 
what has been finally determined in the counsel of God, 
although for human history it is still future.^ To the eye of 
the prophet, indeed, this future is close at hand. 

The Deliverer whom Isaiah foretells, " the Son," " the Child/' 



^ Isa. xxviiL-xxxiii. (xxxii. 1, xxxiii. 17). ' viii. 23 f., ix. 1-4. 

' Ewald, Orain, § 135c. The reference to Hezekiah himself (/?a6. Gro^- 
Otaen, ) is therefore inadmissible. 
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is anything but a God in the metaphysical sense of the word. 
God gives him to the people, lends him to them for a definite 
purpose.^ The jealous love for Israel of the great God, who 
cannot bear that His own peculiar people should be profaned 
by strangers^ sends him.^ The purpose of God is that this 
Child should extend his sway, and make an unending peace, 
and that, being exalted to . the throne of David, he should 
establish it on righteousness and judgment, — that is, give it 
true and permanent strength, by making righteousness the 
foundation of his government. 

He is primarily a Child, a Son, as the context shows, of 
David,' on whose shoulders rests " the government," that is, 
the government in the kingdom of God,* a God-given King, 
who gives the kingdom of Israel new splendour and new 
power, and, at the same time, the immovable foundation of 
true righteousness. But this King is an everlasting King.^ 
True, the word " everlasting " has, in the Old Testament, any- 
thing but a definite signification, and is not infrequently used, 
especially in connection with human governments, as a 
hyperbolical expression for long duration.® But in this 
instance, when the final era is being dealt with, in which the 
natural surroundings are to become as glorious as those of 
paradise, and after which assuredly no new transformation is 
expected, there is no reason to doubt that Isaiah really speaks 
of the Messianic ruler as everlasting. At least it is said that 
his government, that is to say, the dynasty proceeding from 
him, is to continue in undisputed possession of the throne to 
the end. 

Consequently, names are ascribed to this king which raise 
him, in dignity and position, far above all comparison with 
anything human. They are to be taken just as the name 

' Isa. ix. 6. » ix. 6 ; cf. Ps. Ixix. 10, cxix. 139. » Cf. ix. 6. 

^ The definite article denotes sorereignty as snch, ie. the Messianic. 

* ix. e, D^jmjn nnVO ; cf. Ezek. xxxvii. 25. 

* E,g, Ps. xIy. 7, Ixxii. 5, ex. 4 ; Ban. ii. 4, iii. 9, vL 6, 21 ; cf. Ps. Ixi. 
7 ff. ; xxii. 27. 
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" Elohim '' is elsewhere also applied to men, to describe them 
according to their position and dignity in the kingdom of 
God.* They are here meant to indicate how unique is the 
glory and dignity God bestows on this King. The names in 
their connection correspond to the predicate Oeo*:, and exalt 
the Messiah to the position of '' One who reigns and rules in 
the name and with the dignity of God." 

The names are, " Wonderful Counsellor," * i,e, incomparable 
in guiding the destiny of the people ; " divine Hero," ' i.«. a 
warrior going forth in the strength of God, so that in him the 
qualities of a true King both in war and peace are found 
gloriously combined ; " Father of Spoil," t.e. he who brings his 
people victory and success in war ; * ** Prince of Peace," i<L he 
who makes peace not by declining to fight, but by invincible 
and victorious prowess.^ 

Thus the Messiah appears as the perfect King, who repre- 
sents in himself the power and greatness of Israel's real 
King, in whom is present all the glory which the people of 

^ Cf. my essay on Rom. ix. 5 (Jahrbucher fdr deutsehe Theologie, 1868, 8. 
501 ff.). 

> )^^~K7D is quite as mncb a compound title as the double words that follow, 
" a marvel of a Counsellor " (Gen. xvi. 12 ; Prov. xxi. 20 ; Ewald Oram. § 287^). 

The n^ K^^JDH of Isa. xxviii. 29. 

• llSU'bx q»iite as naturally of God (x. 21 ; Dent. x. 17) as of heroes possessed 
of divine strength Ezek. xxxii. 21 (Zech. xii. 8 f. ). Still it could not be used 
here close to x. 21, if Isaiah were not thinking of the divine strength revealing 
itself in this Son of Man. 

* njr^3X. Formerly I considered this translation too meaningless to be pre- 
ferred to the other, viz. "Everlasting Father," ».€. He who takes care of His 
people for ever. But, on the one hand, "Father of Spoil" harmonises splen- 
didly with "Prince of Peace," and is on the same plane of dignity. On the 
other hand, I now doubt whether, considering the way in which ^3K is used in 
Hebrew and Arabic, the phrase could have any other meaning than '*tbe 
begetter of eternity," or "one to whom eternity belongs as an inalienable attri- 
bute," both of which meanings are absolutely unsuitable to the context. Nor 
is it decisive against this view that 3i< appears elsewhere as a title of the ruler 
(Isa. xxii. 21 ; cf. Job xxix. 16), or that Ty as genitive, after words like 
" mountjiins," "years," denotes their unchanging duration (Gen. xlix. 26 ; B. 
J. xlv. 17, Ivii. 15 ; Hab. iii. 6). 

' DI^B^nfc^, Micah v. 4. Probably an allusion to Solomon. 



ISA.IAH. 405 

God expect in their King, pray for in his behalf, or 
even ascribe to him in eulogies uttered in moments of 
inspiration. 

We get a beautiful supplement to this passage in Isa. zi. 
1—5. Here, too, the appearance of the Messiah is brought 
into connection with the fall of Assyria.^ A scion of David's 
house springs, like a sprout of a noble stock,^ from the 
ancient house, after it has, by the miseries of the present and 
the judgments of the future,^ been cut down to the root> 
The fulfilment of Israel's everlasting destiny, and the estab- 
lishment of a kingdom of peace both among men and in 
nature, depend on his appearance.^ But the personal charac- 
teristic emphasised in this passage is rather the moral and 
religious sublimity by which that appearance is distinguished. 
His divine capacity for the office of King, depicted in chap, ix., 
is here traced back to its deepest foundation, to the Spirit of 
God which dwells in this man without measure. 

The Spirit of God rests, that is, descends once for all, 
upon the Messiah ; and this Spirit is, according to its effects, 
described in three double expressions. There is mention not 
of seven spirits, but of one Spirit, the working of which is 
manifested in six important ways. This Spirit works in the 
Messiah (1 ) as the spirit of wisdom and knowledge,^ ie. of 
religious and moral intelligence and of spiritual clearness of 
perception; (2) as the spirit of a wise and brave ruler ;^ 
(3) as the spirit of religious knowledge and of pious devotion 
to God.^ Thus He is perfect alike as Sage, King, and 
Saint Hence He shows Himself the friend of the pious, 
the righteous Judge. His joy is in the fear of God.^ This 

1 Isa. X. 83 ff. « non, 1V3f «• 1. 

» As they are foretold in viL 17 ff., ix. 17 ff., x. 12 ff., 28 ff. 

* xi. 1 (ira, D^cnc?). » xi. 6 ff. 

• xL 2 ( W31 noan). ' xL 2 ; cf. ix. 5 f. {7TXQS) H^). 

• mrp-mn*! njn- 

• n^iT rttO*a imn, ▼. S. Many translate " His breath, the element in 
which He lives is the fear of God." But here Isaiah is obviously referring 
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accords with His disposition. He does not, therefore, judge 
after the outward appearance, according to show and station, 
which allure the eye, but He allows the very persons who can 
make no display of any kind, the poor and the oppressed, to 
share in the benefits of His righteousness. The wicked,^ on 
the other hand, He will destroy with this same righteousness, 
with the rod of His mouth, with the breath of His lips;^ that 
is, by His sentence of judgment, which carries with it as an 
unalterable result death and life.^ Thus equity and absolute 
faithfulness * will be His equipment for action and conflict^ 
He will be the banner around which all peoples will rally 
for counsel and guidance ; ® so that the splendour and 
authority it derives from Him will make the place of His 
rest, the royal city Jerusalem, beautiful and glorious^ 

A replica of this prophecy, but from the altered circum- 
stances of the time without such definite personal features, is 
found in Isa. xxviii. 6, where it is said that, in the last days, God 
Himself will be to the judges in Israel a spirit of judgment, 
and to the warriors a spirit of heroic strength. This also ex- 
plains ver. 16, where " the tried precious Corner-stone of sui-est 
foundation," which God will lay in Zion, seems to be not the 
personal Messiah, — for in that case it would probably have 
been " he that believeth on Him," not " he that believeth," — 
but rather the new Messianic constitution of the state, 
founded on judgment and righteousness (ver. 17). Whoever 

to the effects of this Spirit which has been bestowed on the Messiah, to His 
manner of ruling. Besides 1 TV*'^7^ denotes ''an inhaling with satisfaction/' 
** a sucking in as of sacrificial incense, and therefore satisfaction with sometfain 
comiug from without to the person in question " (Lev. xxvi. 81 ; Amos v. 21). 

^ y\^t — fi^iii which later theology has developed the personal Antichrist 
(2 Thess. ii. 8) is in Isaiah collective, and gives to the word "land," which is 
in itself indifferent, its nearer definition. 

^ For the further development, cf. Rev. xix, 15. 

» Prov. xvi. 14, XX. 8 ; cf. Heb. iv. 10. * Ver. 5, pTV and n3lD«. 

" The girdle of His loins, i,e. what makes a man ready for marching and fight- 
ing, expedUus (1 Sam. ii. 4 ; Ps. xviii. 83, cix. 19). 

^ Ver. 10. The tK Cn*T reminds one of the phrase for asking oracles. 
^ The nmSD is Canaan in general and Jerusalem in particular. 
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waits trustfully for this act of God will weather the storms of 
the troublous time. But the result will bring to naught 
the deceitful hopes of the wicked. And Isa. xxxiL 1-8 and 
xxxiiL 17 are also meant in quite a similar sense, for there it 
is a question, not of the personal Messiah, but of the king- 
dom in Israel after the deliverance, which, bj its righteous- 
ness and renown, is to the people a pledge of a happy tima 

The other passages from Isaiah's genuine writings, which 
are applied to the Messiah, I am unable to regard as 
rightly interpreted. Of these Isa. iv. 2 is the first to claim 
attention. This passage undoubtedly speaks of the Messianic 
age. But "the sprout of the Lord" of whom it speaks 
cannot be the Messiah, so that He would be described as 
He whom God causes to sprout forth (sc. for David). The 
term " sprout," viz. the sprout of David that God causes to 
grow, is in later times, it is true, not an unusual title of the 
Messiah.^ But (1) in every instance where it is so, the word 
is explained in a way absolutely unambiguous, or else is con- 
nected with some idiom already established, but here it would 
be quite unintelligible; (2) Parallel with this expression stands 
the other, " the fruit of the land," which cannot in any case 
be understood of the Messiah ; (3) We should have expected 
a prophecy of the Messiah's coming, not a simple and direct 
statement of what will happen to Him. As applied to the 
people, the word could only be understood if the new Zion 
were contrasted with the returning ten tribes, which is not 
probable. Most expositors now understand it to mean the 
blessings of nature. But, on the one hand, the emphasis which 
is laid on the word appears too strong for this meaning ; and, on 
the other, I do not think the expression in that case sufficiently 
intelligible. It should be taken as describing the spiritual 
fruit of the land, the life of those last days which springs 
from God, and is to be the glory of the Israelites. The people 
is no longer to delight in the idols and the false civilisation of 

^ Jer. xziii. 5, xzziii. 15 ; cf. Zech. iiL 8, tL 12. 
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foreign nations, but is to seek its honour in what God Himself 
makes to sprout in Israel, and in what the land itself produces, 
in the national and spiritual possessions of God's people.^ 

In the famous passage, Isa. viL 14 ff., the child Immannd, 
whose birth the prophet contrives to make into a miraculous 
sign for the unbelieving Ahaz, might with a greater show 
of truth be taken to mean the Messiah, so that He would 
be described as " the Son of the virgin." King Ahaz, terri- 
fied by the invasion of the allied forces of the Syrians 
and the Ephraimites, receives from Isaiah the assurance 
that this attack will do him no harm, and also the ofier 
to confirm this assurance by any sign he may choose to 
ask. When Ahaz hypocritically declines to ask the sign, 
letting it be seen that it is not merely from the human 
prophet but even from God Himself, that he declines to 
receive instruction,* a sign is given him unasked, which is a 
visible pledge, not only of the promise already made, but 
likewise of the heavy punishment rendered necessary by his 
unbelief, and his reliance on the world. This sign in itself 
need not be anything miraculous. Indeed, it is inherently 
unlikely that a miracle would be granted to unbelief;' and 
Isaiah, in a similar connection, speaks of the names and per- 
sons of his own family circle as " signs and wondera for the 
people." * It should simply be a material pledge of future, 
that is, of invisible things. It is certain that this sign must 
be a visible one, which was fulfilled before the eyes of the 
people, and that, too. before the end of the war then going on. 
The boy whose name and destiny are to constitute this sigOi 
is represented as a child when Syria and Ephraim are 
defeated, — as a growing lad when the chastisement by 
Assyria overtakes Judah.* Consequently, it is impossible 

1 Cf. Isa. ii. 6ff.; Hos. x. 12 f.; B. J. xlv. 8, Ixi. 11 ; Ps. Ixxxv. 12; Tkat. 
xviii. 

* Isa. vii. 13, to weary God. » Matt xu. 88 ff., x?i 1 ff. 

* E.g. vui. 8, 18, xx. 3 ; 2 Kings xix. 29. 

* laa. vii, 15, 16, 21, 22. 
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that the whole prophecy should refer to a remote future, which 
could not itself be grasped except by faith. A sign is a 
visible pledge, and cannot possibly be itself such as to require 
another pledge.^ 

The " virgin," * whose Son is to indicate by His name and 
lot the destiny of the people, must in any case, at the time 
of the prophecy, have been already a grown-up woman, no 
matter whether the prophet pointed to her ; or whether the 
hearers were able to recognise her, from the mere allusion, as 
a relative of Isaiah himself, or as a virgin of the house of 
David ; or whether the prophet merely spoke of any woman, to 
whom the specified dates and the various other circumstances 
might apply. When it is said of her " Behold she is with child, 
and beareth a son," it is probable, from the ordinary idiom, 
and from Gen. xvi. 11, a passage obviously used as a parallel, 
that she should be thought of as already pregnant, so that it 
is only the birth of the son and his name which belong to 
the future and constitute the sign. If so, it is self-evident 
that the name "virgin" is used in the general sense of 
"young woman." Or the whole phrase may be taken as 



^ One might meet this argument by pointing to Ex. iii. 12 (C) where, aa a aign 
that God had reaUy sent him, Moses is given another prophecy, ''that Israel 
wiU worship God on Horeb." But, apart from the fact that there a historian 
is speaking, who naturally connects what is later or earlier in a different way 
from a prophet, who speaks from the standpoint of the present, this prophecy 
does refer to something which Hoses himself is to experience, — something, 
therefore, which may still really gire him a sensible pledge of his divine mission. 
But in the passage in Isaiah, that which was the higher and more remote would 
be the pledge of that which was the nearer and easier. 

'nopyn. That the etymological meaning of the word is simply "a 

woman in the bloom of youth," not, like r6lD!3, an unmarried woman, is 
beyond question ; cf. the Dictionaries. Still the word is certainly applied, by 
the usage of the language, to unmarried persons ; Gen. zxiv. 43 ; Ex. ii. 8 ; 
Ps. IxyiiL 26 ; Song L 8, vi 8. The most doubtful passage is Prov. xxx. 19, 

where, perhaps, the reference may be to adultery. At any rate, when ruiDS 
itself is used in poetry of a married woman (Joel i. 8 ; cf. Jud. xyi. 7) there 

can be no doubt that TMohv ™^y ^ ^ used. But when the context does not 
prove the opposite, the probability is certainly all in favour of an unmarried 
person being meant. 
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future, as in Judges xiiL 3, 5, where a wife is similarly described, 
who has as yet no prospect of bearing a child.^ In this case 
the word " virgin " might be taken in the strictest sense, but, 
if so, since the opposite is not expressly stated, it is perfectly 
evident that she is meant to bear this child by getting 
married.^ So far as the significance of the sign is concerned, 
the difference between these two interpretations is but slight 
By the first the dates are brought a little closer to the utter- 
ance of the prophecy than by the second. But in the birth 
itself and its connection with the word "virgin," there is 
nothing miraculous, and nothing that is part of the sign. It 
is solely with the name and the destiny of the child that the 
sign is connected. All else is mere introductory matter — 
necessary, no doubt, but without any bearing on the sign itself. 
Accordingly, the sign is as follows. The prophet points 
the people to a young woman before him. This woman is to 
bear a son ; and it matters little whether it is a promise to 
one, still a virgin, that she will marry and bear a son, or, as 
is more probable, to one already looking forward to the birth 
of a child, that it will be a son. This son she is to call 
Immanuel,* — as Hagar is ordered to call her son Ishmael, — 
not as if God was to be in a special sense with the boy, and, 
least of all, as if the boy were to be a God living with the 
people; but she is, by the name of the child, to give the 
people a pledge that God will not desert them.* Con- 
sequently, it is the name of the child which gives the sign 
the appearance of being a comforting prophecy. But the way 
in which this prophecy is to be fulfilled, is vouched for by 



1 Cf. G«n. XX. 3. 

^ Hitzig, " When it is said, a blind man is seeing, it is] perfectly evident that 
the man is, in that case, no longer blind." 

• i>«13tDy, viL 14 ; cf. viii. 10. 

* Hence used quite as a motto, viii. 10. Similarly, Isaiah's children are 
called Shear-jashub and Maher-shalal-hashbaz. Such is, in fact, generally the 
meaning of names like Ishmael, Jotham, Joram, Zedekiah, and a hundred 
others. 



ISAUH. 411 

what is said about the destiny of the child. By the time ^ he 
knows how to distinguish good from evil — in other words, when 
he is a growing lad,* he will eat curdled milk and honey — that 
is, the produce of a land in which wine-growing and husbandry 
are impossible, a land which has become pastoral and desert' 
And, even before the infant has become a boy — that is, in a 
very short time — the land, " before whose two kings Ahaz 
stands dismayed,'' viz. Syria and Ephraim, shall be forsaken. 

Consequently, in the lot of this boy, the people receive a 
pledge that the present distress will indeed pass over 
quickly and lightly, — of which viii. 1-4 is also a sign and 
pledge,* — but that, after that, their pretended friend will cause 
them times of very sore afi9iction and national distress. In 
the name of this child they have the assurance that, beyond 
all this suffering, there awaits Israel an eternal future of 
salvation, — for " God is with ua" 

It is perfectly clear that with this interpretation the view 
of the early Church, that the prophecy refers to the Messiah 
being bom of a virgin, is irreconcilable. For the meaning is 
not that the mother is to remain a virgin ; nor is it the birth 
of the child that constitutes the sign, but His name and His lot 
in life. The child must certainly be thought of as born before 
the retreat of the Syrians and the Ephraimites. 

But, great as is the certainty with which this negative 
judgment can be given, equally great is the uncertainty 
which hangs over the more definite, positive interpreta- 

* ^5, cf. Ewald, Oram. § 2176. 

' For the phrase, cf. Deut i. 39 ; Jonah iv. 11 (Odyw, xviii. 227 f., xx. 809), 
the best paraUel of aU is 2 Sam. xix. 35, where the reference is to an old man, 
losing the sense of taste. On the other hand, in 1 Kings iiL 9, the phrase means 
the capacity for administering justice. The time-limit, as is natural, is not 
definitely fixed, but is, as such a prophecy requires, elastic. Probably from three 
to four years may be meant. Still shorter is the interval in viii. 4, when the 
crisis has come even nearer, " before the boy can cry ' My father ! my mother ! * " 

* The proof of this meaning is in vers. 21 and 22 (cf. Job xx. 17 ; Ex. 
iii. 17, etc.). 

^ The passage is almost a commentary upon ours ; similar, also, is Isa. xxxvii. 
30 (2 Kings xix. 29). 
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tioQ of this much-discussed passage.^ Not a few scholars, 
who are right in all essential points in their interpretation of 
the historical connection of the passage, have, nevertheless, 
in a variety of ways, taken Immanuel to mean the Messiah.^ 
Isaiah must, in that case, have understood hy the " virgin " a 
daughter of the house of David, and hav« expected the 
Messiah to be born in the very midst of the troubles of the 
impending crisis, to share with His people the miseries 
of Assyrian rule, aild after a terrible battle to break, like a 
second Gideon, the power of the oppressors. Certainly 
Isaiah and Micah connected the advent of the Messiah with 
the overthrow of the Assyrian supremacy.* But the fact that 
Judah is called the land of Immanuel* is no proof of 
Immanuers royal rank. It is a common enough expression 
for a man's native land.^ And nowhere, not even where 
it would seem most natural,® is the royal dignity of this 
child ever mentioned. Not one of the indisputably Messianic 
passages in Isaiah makes any reference to the name ImmanueL 
The bare designation, " the virgin,'* scarcely seems a suitable 
one to apply to a lady of royal birth. And that the sign 
would be connected with the house of a mocking king 
like Ahaz, who, so far as the giving of the name was 
concerned, could easily prevent its fulfilment, is hard to 

^ Not merely Nagelsbach's rash exposition, but even Bredenkamp's latest 
attempt at Messianic interpretation, must leave every unprejudiced reader 
more strongly convinced than before, of the impossibility of such explana- 
tions ; cf. Giesebrecht, ''Die Immanuel- Weissagung " {Theol, Stud. u. KriL 
1888, 2). 

> Ewald, Bertheau {Jahrhb. /. deutacke Thejol. iv. 4), Koster, p. 104, Delitzsch, 
Gbeyne. — W. Schultz (iiber Immanuel, Stud, u. Krit, 1861, 4, 713 ff.) combines 
in a curious way the Messianic interpretation and that which we are to 
mention next (the family of David, not through a king, but through a virgin, 
that is to say, when the family is still only a stump. The Messiah, and she 
who bears Him, are connected with their typical foreshadowings and begin- 
nings down to the time of Ahaz. . . .). 

' Isa. ix. 11 ; Micah v. 4 ff. 

^ Isa. viii. 8, even if the word in question is here actually connected with 
what precedes. 

» E.g. Gen. xii. 1. « So vu. 22. 
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believe. Hence this interpretation, too, which would, besides, 
add absolutely nothing to what is said in chapters ix. and 
xi, is scarcely probable. Immanuel must be a child of the 
people. 

Still more untenable is the view which can be already 
noticed in Br. Bauer,^ and which is more fully worked out by 
v. HofmaniL^ It takes '* the virgin " to mean the whole class 
of virgins.^ The emphasis lies on the three things to which 
prominence is given, as being specially striking — (1) Concep* 
tion by a virgin; (2) The name God with us; (3) The 
eating of milk and honey. The sign is intended to indicate 
that the chosen people will develop out of Israel, not by 
natural evolution, but in a way as miraculous as it would be 
for a virgin to conceive and bear. This people will know to 
choose good rather than evil. But before Israel attains such 
knowledge, the punishment already due overtakes him. After 
the most terrible oppression by Assyria, it is to become the 
land of Immanuel — ^a chosen people, yet living a life full of 
privation. It is easy to see how attractive this exposition is. 
But (1) what we should then have would not be a sign, but 
a prophecy delivered in the form of a parable ; (2) All the 
striking resemblance to viii. 1-4, 18, must be arbitrarily dis- 
regarded ; (3) to distinguish between good and evil is for men, 
as we know them, a pure question of time, as in viii 4 ; the 
point emphasised is certainly not the growth of moral con- 
sciousness ; (4) There is nowhere in the text any mention of a 
miraculous birth from one who still remains a virgin ; (5) The 
son of the virgin is to be a pledge to the people of its destiny 
and its hope ; it is, therefore, impossible to interpret the passage 
so that, in the first instance, the virgin should be the tjrpe of 
the people, and then her son the type of the new penitent 
people; (6) The whole reference to the Syro-Ephraimitish 

^ YoL ii. 897, "In the viipn the prophet personifies the pnre receptivity of 
the people. 
> 1. 185 f., lib, 85 ff. < Like i rvi/^t, Matt ziii. 8. 
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war is, on this theory, utterly swept away. The main 
historical point in the narrative is therefore wholly over- 
looked. 

Now since the statement of the prophet is far too indefinite 
to warrant onr understanding by the Almah a particular 
person present among the multitude, there are only two 
attempts at interpretation which appear to me to stand 
the test of examination. Either the prophet is speaking 
quite generally, " A young woman (any one you like) who is 
now expecting the birth of a son will, when she bears him, 
call him Immanuel, as a sign that the present danger is no 
longer pressing ; and the people will then experience during 
the lifetime of this child what his lot in life exemplifies." 
Or else he means his own wife whom, in viii. 3, 18 in quite 
a similar connection, he sets before the people as a sign. If 
so, Immanuel would be the younger brother of Shear-jashub 
and older than Maher-shalal-hashbaz, and the whole narra- 
tive would belong to that branch of typology which makes 
use of the prophet's family history, and of which he says, 
" Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me 
are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of 
Hosts." In my opinion the latter interpretation is the more 
probable because it is the more concrete, and because it 
belongs to the above-mentioned class of symbols. And if it 
appears strange that the name Almah should be applied to 
the mother of a boy already able to accompany his father, it 
must be remembered that a wife of eighteen (and the mother 
of Shear-jashub need not have been more) could quite well 
be so described. 

Isaiah's contemporary, Micah of Moresheth, also speaks in 
the most sublime language of the Messianic king.^ After he 

^ The recent attempts to take the sections in question from Micah, and 
assign them to a late prophet who imitates him, do not seem to me at all con- 
vincing. Were they correct, we should have an artificial repetition of Isaianic 
thoughts, without the development of the Messianic hope being tliereby e8sen> 
tially altered. 
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has spoken of Israel's distress and deliverance, and of the 
final overthrow of God's heathen enemies,^ he continues : " Out 
of little Bethlehem Ephratah will God aroase Him who is to 
be Enler in Israel ; whose goings forth are from of old, from 
ancient days." ^ When she who travaileth hath brought Him 
forth, the time of Israel's subjection to his enemies, the time 
of dispersion shall be at an end.^ And the Messiah shall 
feed Israel in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 
name of Jehovah his God ; being feared upon earth, so that 
His flock can dwell in peace.^ He will be Israel's peace- 
bringer,^ who will triumphantly repel Assjnria, as soon as she 
attempts anew to trouble Israel, and will bring her into 
subjection.® 

Thus the Messiah is primarily to be a son of David ; His 
family birth-place, the ancient city of David, Bethlehem — 
small in extent, but great through its importance for the 
kingdom of God.^ The words do not necessarily imply that 
He must be born just in this city, and that the house of 
David is thought of as no longer ruling in Jerusalem. 
Bethlehem is named simply as being the original seat of His 
family, so that He is thereby described as a son of David. 
Still iii. 12 and iv. 9, 14, make it at any rate probable that 
Micah thinks of the house of David as completely stripped of 
its power, and perhaps as living in peaceful obscurity at the 
old family seat. 

The goings forth of the Messiah — that is, the starting-points 
to which His pedigree leads up — are to be ** from of old, from 
the earliest days."^ It is impossible for this to mean an 

» Micah iv. 9 ff. " Micah v. 1. ' Micah v. 2. 

* Micah V. 8. rnb« mn^ Dtr pwaa nin^ ryn. 

• Micah T. 4. uh^ HT 7Y*rt,% * Micah v. 4 f. 

7 The nvnb *ftep TJ« has obviously got into the text owing to the nVnh 
of the foUowing lino. 

• The niJWD are the varioaa atartiug-pointB to which a genealogical table 
leads np. It is quite absurd to think of different "goings forth," i.e. of a 
gradual coming of the Messiah, as it w^re, in typical personages. 
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eternal, superhuman origin, which went along with His 
earthly Davidic origin as a supplement to it. Against this 
view the usage of the language is conclusive. For wherever 
OTiV and DHij are used by writers of this age in reference to the 
past, they always denote a mere historical primitive age — ^for 
example, the age of Davidic splendour, or of Moses, or of the 
early prophets, or of the ancient national history in general 
It is exactly what we express by " from of old." ^ But, above 
all, it is refuted by the position which Micah ascribes to the 
Messiah in relation to God. God is his God. He acts in the 
strength of God. God's glorious name serves him as ornament 
and honour. He is a man, a servant of God, as every saint is, 
only glorified by the favour of God, who allows the splendour 
of His own majestic name to stream upon him. 

The advent of this Messiah is the crisis in Israel's destiny. 
The " travailing of her who travaileth," — in which there is no 
reference at all to any miraculous birth, — is, as it were, the end 
of the sorrows of the people of God in general. Israel has a 
sure refuge for all time in the warlike vigour and splendour 
of this King. " He is peace," that is. He protects from all 
assault and oppression, even when these proceed from a 
power like Assyria. 

To the picture of the Messiah, as drawn by these two 
prophets of the Assyrian age, the anonymous author of 
Zechariah ix.-xi., probably a Judean who had been an eye- 
witness of the fall of the northern kingdom, adds some signi- 
ficant traits. This prophet, it is true, generally represents God 
himself as the Bedeemer and Buler of the people, who leads 
them in battle, so that against the enthusiasm of God's people 
the devastating waves of the world-power dash themselves in 

^ Especially Micah vii. 14f., 20 ; Amos ix. 11; Isa. xix. 11, xxxvii. 26 ; cf. 
generally Ps. xxiv. 7, 9, Ixxvii. 6, Ixxviii. 2, xliv. 2 ; Job xxii. 15, xxix. 2 ; 
Lam. i. 7, ii. 17, v. 21, iii. 6 ; Gen. vi. 4 ; Deut. xxxii. 7, xxxiiL 15 ; 
Josb. xxiv. 2 ; 1 Sam. xxvii. 8 ; Jer. ii. 20, y. 15, vi. 16, xviii. 15 (cf. Graf on 
this passage), xxx. 20, xlvi. 26 ; B. J. xlii. 14, xlir. 7, xlv. 21, xlvi 9 f., 
Ii. 9, Iviii 12, Ixi. 4, Ixiii. 9, 11, 16, Ixir. 8 f.; Mai. iii. 4. 
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vain.^ But the Messiah is represented beside Him as a second 
Solomon, a Prince of Peace. As chariots, horses, and bows 
are to disappear out of both the kingdoms of Israel,^ so the 
King also is " just and saved by God " ; * " lowly," that is, 
without overweening confidence in his own might,^ '' riding 
upon an ass," '^ not as a proud warrior, but in the simplicity 
of ancient custom, as Israel knew it before they introduced 
foreign weapons and resorted to the evil practices of war.^ 
The kingdom of this new Solomon embraces Canaan in its 
ideal extent And he " speaks peace to the heathen," ^ that 
is, his word of power commanding peace and making war 
unnecessary, is to be law to all the nations of the world. 

3. This trilogy of Messianic prophecy in the Assyrian 
period is never again equalled in after days^ Never again 
did the prophets see so clearly the significsoice of a powerful 
kingdom as amid the dangers of the Assyrian period, and in 
view of a figure like that of Hezekiah. True, the picture of 
a Messianic king is still connected with the hope of com- 
plete deliverance. But other figures stand out more pro* 
minently. Jeremiah prophesies that the people " will serve 
David their king whom God will raise up," meaning that a 
ruler as glorious as David will be raised up by God out of 
the ancient royal housa^ Not till day and night cease, will 
David want a descendant to sit on the throne of Israel.^ 
Otherwise there is little of importance said about him. 
Jeremiah has more interest in the kingdom itself than in the 

1 Zech. ix. 10-16. » Zech. ix. 9 f. 

' W\y\ p*^ sapported, Le, protected by Ood, on aooount of his righteons- 
neas, that is to say, sure of viotoiy (victorious} ; cf. Deut. xxxiii. 29. In 
keeping with this is the expression applied to God, ]y^ffyo\ p'^V ; B. J. xk. 21. 

^ ^3y in the religious sense. 

' The mention of two animals is, of course, merely due to the poetic parallel- 
ism ; in reality only one is meant. 

' Gen. xlix. 11 ; Judg. v. 10, x. 4, xii. 14 ; 2 Sam. ziiL 29, xviii. 9 ; 
1 Kings i. 38 (the horse as the animal used in war, Isa. ii. 7, xxx. 16 ; Deut. 
ZTii. 16). 

' Zech. ix. 10. tX^^ uhv^ IST- 

» Jer. xxx. 9 ; cf. xxxiii 15, 17. • Jer. xxxiii 17, 20, 22, 26. 

VOL. IL 2d 
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personality of an individual king. But this he insists on c^ain 
and again, that the king will be righteous,^ a righteous and 
prudent shoot of David, through whom safety and salvation 
will come to Israel^ 

The name " God our Bighteousness " ^ is generally regarded 
as a designation given by Jeremiah to this Davidic king. 
Were that correct, the name would, of course, say nothing as 
to the character of the Messiah, or even as to His divinity. 
The mother who calls her son Zedekiah, Jotham, Joram, 
Immanuel, or Ishmael does not mean thereby to describe that 
son as a righteous, gracious, exalted God, or as a God who 
lives with men and hears them ; but she testifies by that name 
to her own belief that God is righteous, gracious, exalted, etc. 
In like manner this name of the Messiah would express the 
belief that God is His people's righteousness, is He who 
procures justice for them, and ie their Helper. But it is not at 
all certain that this name is applied to the Messiah. Accord- 
ing to Jer. xxiil 6, that would, it is true, be the best explanation 
of it. But from a comparison of the perfectly similar passage 
in xxxiii. 15, 16, in which the Messiah is also spoken of, and 
where nevertheless this same name is applied to the people, as 
is clear from the suffix being feminine, it seems probable that 
even in the first passage, in spite of the suffix being masculine, 
the meaning is : the people, which will, through the advent 
of the Messiah, be happy and secure, shall be called " God 
our Bighteousness." The old name, Israel, is to give way to 
this new religious name.* 

Still more important is what the author of Zech. xii-xiv., 
who is evidently a contemporary of Jeremiah, says about the 
Messiah. According to him, indeed, neither the Davidic 
king, nor Jerusalem itself, is to have the real honour of 

^ Jer. xxiii. 5, xxxiii. 15, 17. ' Jer. xxiii. 6. 

* WplV rr\7]\ xxiii. 6 ; cf. xxxiii 16 f. 

^ Of course, this argament would fall to the ground, were the passage^ 
zxxiiL 14-26, not Jeremiah's own, for which certainly many reasons can be 
adduced. 
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delivering Judah, lest their arrogance should become too great. 
The deliverance is effected by the country people of Judea,^ 
VfhUe as yet the inhabitants of Jerusalem remain quietly 
within Jerusalem.^ But when the final struggle begins and 
the crisis comes, then every one, even the weakest, will show 
himself a hero, a hero like David,' and the house of David 
shall be at their head as God, as an angel of the Lord;^ 
in other words, as God or His angel went of old before the 
army of Israel at the Exodus, so will the house of David lead 
the hosts of the holy people. By the explanatory addition, 
^'as an angel of the Lord," this comparison with God is 
saved from every possibility of metaphysical misconception. 
It simply refers to the ability of the Davidic king in war, 
and to his glory as commander-in-chief. And he is not even 
represented as a person, but simply as a member of his house, 
of that very house whose pride is censured, and in whose case 
the necessity of repentance for past misdeeds is presupposed. 
But, all the same, the dignity of this Messianic house is extolled 
in an ideal fashion, and to it the name of God is assigned. 

In a beautiful supplement it is declared by the same prophet 
that for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
there will then be a fountain of reconciliation, so that all un- 
godliness may be washed away,^ — that God will pour upon 
this house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the 
spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they may mourn 
along with the whole people over the murder of the man of 
God.^ Thus the glory of the Messiah i3 based on repentance 
and reconciliation. He is not represented as exempt from the 

I Zech. ziL 4-S. 

« ThAt is the meaning of the sentence, D^T3 rmnn 1\V DbCTI^ nSBh ; 
Ex. XTi. 29. The usual explanation, "Jerusalem shall remain undestroyed," 
contradicts the l^y, and is, in the context, pointless and weak. 

» Zech. xii. 8. * Dn^3D^ mnnK^Da D^H^ (cf. Isa. yii 18). 

' xiiL 1. In this TttXt^ *1)pD we have perhaps the passage to which Jesua 
referred, when he said that in order ''to fulfil all righteousness," the Messiah 
must submit to John's baptism of repentance, 

• xii. 10 (D^aunm p mn). 
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sin of the people, because He is included in the " proud " 
house of David. 

What Ezekiel says of the Messianic king is essentially 
on the same plane. After the shoot of the vine (Zedeklah) 
has been torn out, he prophesies that of the cedar, the real 
old house of David represented by the line of Jehoiakin, God 
\rill again plant on the holy mountain a tender twig, so that 
it will grow into a cedar, under the shadow of which fowl 
of every wing will lodge.^ Ezekiel promises that He will 
come to whom the right belongs — that is. He who practises 
nghteousness, and to whom God entrusts judgment' He 
declares that in a short time — a time so short that the 
prophet hopes in consequence thereof to exercise his calliDg 
more freely himself — God will raise up a horn for Israel,* that 
He will in the last days set over them ''His servant David/' ^ 
by whom Ezekiel, no more than Jeremiah, understands the 
historical David, but a shoot of the ancient royal house like 
unto hiuL God appoints him Shepherd over the whole flock 
of Israel, Prince over both the peoples whose God is Jehovah ; 
and, as the new Jerusalem is everlasting, so its King shall 
reign for evermore.* 

It is doubtful whether Ezekiel in this last declaration vras 
thinking of the personal immortality of the Messiah, or of the 
everlasting duration of the dynasty. If the former be the 
case, he changed his opinion, at any rate, in other and later 
periods of his prophetic career, and turned his eye away from 
the personal Messiah to a Messianic dynasty. When he speaks 
of the rights and duties of " the Prince in Israel," he never 
has a particular individual in view. Occasionally, indeed, he 
speaks of " princes " in the plural.*^ The prince has the right 
to pass through the holy door of the temple, which is other- 
wise kept shut on working days, and to partake of the 

1 Ezek. xvii. 22 ff. • Ezek. xxi. 82 (Eng. 27). » Ezek. xxix. 21. 

* Ezek. xxxiv. 28 ff., xxxvii. 22, 24, 25. » Ezek. xxxvii. 25, 

« Ezek. xl7. 8, 9 (xlyiii. 21 ?). 
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thank-offering before 6od.^ His inheritance lies quite close 
to the sanctuary. He can leave it by law only to his sons. 
But on this account he must not oppress the people^ or appro- 
priate by violence another's inheritance.' As the representative 
of Israel, he must worship in the sanctuary on the Sabbaths and 
the new moons,' and must provide the public sacrifices in the 
temple. For this he receives a stated income.^ In short, he 
has almost the position of a king, who has also priestly dignity. 

4. The figure of the Messiah, which is already somewhat 
shadowy for these last-named prophets, is in the exilic passages 
of the book of Isaiah put wholly intd the background. Every- 
where it is God Himself who is represented as being glorified 
in Israel in His own power and majesty. And really it is 
Cyrus, the victorious king of Persia, who stands forth as the 
anointed of God, the Messiah.' ^ 

The only passage that might be referred to the Davidic 
king of the future is B. J. lv.:3, 4. When it is said: "I 
make an everlasting covenant irith you, even the sure mercies 
of David ; behold, I have giVen Him for a witness to the 
people, for a Prince and Commander to the peoples," — one 
might take the perfect as that of fixed resolution, and under- 
stand by David, •* the David who is to be raised up." But 
the following verses show that to the people, as such, is 
promised what was promised of old to David the individual, 
viz. "sovereign power over the heathen." The historical 
David is meant simply as a point of comparison for the glory 
promised to the people. Consequently this passage is in 
reality a significant proof of how completely the idea of a 
future Davidic king has given way in this book to that of 
the suffering servant of Jehovah.^ 

It is different in the community that rebuilt Jerusalem. 

* Ezek. xliF. 8. 

* Ezek. xly. 7, xlviii. 21 ; cf. xlvL 16, 18. ' Ezek. xlvi. 8. 

* Ezek. xlr. 9, 16, 17, xlvi. 4. • B. J. xlr. 1. 

' It 18 an allusion to Pa. xviii. 44 f. In like manner the people appeals also 
in Ps. Ixxziz. 86 ff., cxxii. 5, to God's covenant with David. (From B. J. 
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It was led bj a son of David, who was, it is true, merely an 
official of the imperial power, but still in a sort of way a 
ruler, and one personally, as it appears, well fitted to repre- 
sent the ancient and venerated royal family. With Zesub- 
babel the thought of a Messianic king is immediately brought 
once more to the front. 

Haggai saw in this man himself the bringer of the final 
salvation. He promises to him personally the falfilment of 
his wishes and hopes, the favour of God, and independent 
sovereignty.^ Zechariah, at least as his book now lies before 
us, no longer shared this hope.^ His prophetic eye glances at 
Zerubbabel and his companions, only to be directed past him 
to a far more esalted personage. The leaders of that little 
band are men " of portent," ^ pledges that Grod will send His 
servant "the Sprout,"* as, after J^emiah's example, this prophet, 
who is learned, in the Scriptures, calls the Messiah. The Sprout 
(of David) will come, and under Him things will sprout; in other 
words, there will be clear signs- of happiness and prosperity.^ 
When He comes^ then there will be found in Israel the stone 
on which are engraved (or " directed " ?), seven eyes, the 
symbol of divine intelligence, probably the copestone of 
the temple, as the object of God's special care.^ Then 

lix. 16-20, Ixiii. 1-6, Ewald would actually infer that God, after having in vain 
sought for a man to help Him to establish this salvation in Israel — that is, for 
the Messiah — now declares His willingness to do it alone. But certainly all 
that is meant in IziiL 8 is that the hopes originally connected with Cyrus and 
the Persians were beginning to end in disappointment ; and, in lix. 16, that 
the people was morally incapable of undertaking in a spirit of faith the duties 
which the return from Exile would lay upon it. 

^ Hagg. ii. 22 f. (Zerubbabel is expressly described, after the final judgment 
of the nations, as the servant of God in whom He delights, and whom He will 
use as a signet-ring). 

^ The conjecture of Stade that in vi. 18, ^XOS'Tp should be read instead of 

1^^D^~7y, BO that Zechariah crowned Zerubbabel himself as the Zemach, is at 
once refuted by the fact that any such s}'mbolical act was impossible under 
the political circumstances then existing. 

* Zech. iii. 8. 

* nOV \^», iii. 8, vi. 12 (Jer. xxiii. 6, xxxiii. 15). • vi. 12 HOT- 
^ Zech. iii 8 f. ; of. iv. 10. The figure betrays Persian influences. 
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all the old glory will retarn ; " He will build the temple and 
enjoy princely honours, and sit and rule upon His throne. " ^ 

There is stiU another passage worthy of notice, viz. Zech. 
VL 11 ff., where the relations existing between the royal 
dignity of '' the Sprout " and the high priesthood are touched 
upon. According to the existing text, a crown of consecrated 
gold ^ is to be placed on the head of Joshua the high priest, 
but only symbolically, as a pledge of the Messiah's advent ; 
on which account it is then to be preserved in the temple as 
a sacred memorial. And it is said, '' The Messiah will, as 
prince, build the temple, . • . and a priest will be on his 
throne ; and the council of peace will be between them both. 
Thus, in the last days, the high priesthood is represented as 
connected with the Messianic kingdom — ^not, it is true, in one 
person, but certainly in the most perfect official unity, — as 
indeed in the time of the prophet the harmony of these 
two powers was the condition most indispensable to the 
success of the new settlement. The full unity of person in 
the two offices, which would follow from the translation, 
" And He (the Messiah) will be Priest upon His throne," is 
made quite impossible by the phrase, " peace between them 
both." Besides, that would be a threat against Joshua and 
his house, which in this case cannot possibly be intended. 
Ewald thinks that the text must be supplemented by " and 
on the head of Zerubbabel," so that both of the people's 
representatives, the prince and the priest, would, as types of 
the future, be adorned with the regalia of power. But, how- 
ever attractive this suggestion is, it is perfectly certain that 
it is not only arbitrary as textual criticism, but false in itself. 
In the then existing circumstances no solemn assembly could 
have set a crown upon the head of ZerubbabeL A crown 
is the symbol of independent princely authority. Had the 

^ Zech. vi. 18. 

' JIT^fiSy, according to the text and the fem. aing. in ver. 14, a crown made 
oat of several rings of gold. 
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Peisian governor pat on a crown he would have proclaimed 
himself a rebel, and have inevitably caused the ruin of his 
whole enterprise But a priest whose sphere of rule came 
nowhere into contact with that of the great king could, with- 
out scruple, take part in such a symbolical act. 

Malachi does not speak, in my opinion, of a human Saviour. 
For although *' the angel of the covenant," who is promised, 
might, as euch, well be, according to the usage of the 
language in that age, a human embassador empowered to 
make a new covenant;^ so that '' the Lord " ^ would be Crod 
Himself, and the angel of the covenant the Messiah, still, it 
is more in aocordance with the laws of parallelism to suppose 
that the two expressions are meant to be Bynonymous.' As in 
the earliest days God, or the angel of His presence, the angel 
of the Lord, led Israel, so also, in the last days, God will 
come, or, what is the same thing, the angel of His covenant 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

SUPPLEMENTAKT FEAXUBES OF THE MESSIANIC PICTUBE. 

1. Considering the unusually great importance of prophecy 
from the eighth century onwards, it is, at the first glance, 
strange that in the last days it gives way so completely to 
the kingdom. Still the explanation is obvious: the future 
kingdom implies a king. And the last days are to bring 
about a universal outpouring of the prophetic spirit of 
God.^ All are to be taught of God, and are no longer to 
need instruction.^ Thus the special function of the prophet 
ceases to be a necessity. Indeed, the Bavidic king himself is 
represented as permanently filled, in a special manner, with 

1 ilal. iii. 1 ; cf. u. 7 (n^an ^vho). 

» piNH. » Cf. Zech. xii. 8. 

* Zech. xiii. 2 ff. ; Num. zi 29 ; Joel iii. Iff. * Jer. zxxi. 84. 
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the Spirit of God,^ so that he has, as it were, absorbed into 
himself the figure of the prophet. It may also have con- 
tributed to this result, that the deterioration of professional 
prophecy made it more likely that the prophetic ofiBce would 
cease altogether than that it would, in the last days, acquire 
special prominence.^ 

Still the figure of the prophet does not disappear from 
the picture given us of the closing era. And certainly it 
always becomes prominent whenever the splendour of the 
kingdom pales, or is regarded with suspicion. It receives 
special attention in the celebrated passage, Deut. xviii. 15 fiT.' 
The prophetic law promises that God will not leave His people 
in the dark, so that they must needs have recourse to the 
foolish superstition of heathen soothsaying. God the Lord • 
mil raise up to them from among themselves '* prophets " like 
unto Moses. These will, therefore, without superstition and 
folly, get to know the divine will clearly and fully by the 
help of the Spirit of God. These the people are to hear. 
True, I cannot see in this passage a prophecy of a (Messianic) 
prophet of the last days, nor even a promise of " the ideal 
prophet, of whom Moses knew that he would culminate in an 
actual person, Christ." The context and the contrast with 
heathen soothsaying absolutely require us to understand it of 
the prophets as a class. Grod will always "raise up a prophet" 
at the right time. This is made particularly clear in ver. 20, 
which presupposes the possibility of a prophet misusing his 
position, and specifies the means by which to distinguish 
false prophets from true. Now this is certainly an indirect 
declaration, that in Israel a class of trustworthy clear- 
headed prophets, devoted to God, will never cease, and that 
it is impossible to imagine a perfect Israel without them. 
Hence, in this passage, there was full justification for Israel, 
in later times when left without prophets, waiting with 

^ laa. zi. 2. ' Zech. ziii. 4. 

* For the special literature, cf. Bauer, p. 349. 
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confidence for the trustworthy prophet^ the prophet like unto 
Moses. 

We should have a similar prophecy in Joel iL 23, if that 
passage really spoke of a " teacher of righteousness," whom 
God promises to the peopla One might, then, with Merx 
find in it on account of the article and the *^^Tr' ^^ ^^* 
sion to the teacher foretold in Isa. xxz. 19, whom Malachi 
afterwards directly describes as Elijah. But although in 
itself the word '"rtD Diay mean a teacher,^ it is, no doubt, the 
other signification of the word, viz. " early rain," that is here 
intended.^ The word is used in this sense immediately after. 
It is natural phenomena of which the context speaks ; and 
the result of the Moreh being sent is that the land becomes 
fruitful. The definite article also teUs in favour of this 
interpretation. Hence the reference here is simply to the 
needful *^ early rain in due measure," which is to make good 
the injury done to the land. 

In the second half of Isaiah, chaps. xI-lxvL, on the con- 
trary, the figure of the prophet is given the utmost promin- 
ence, while the picture of the Davidic king becomes quite 
indistinct True, even here no individual prophet is primarily 
meant Every individual personality is cast completely into 
the shade by the servant of Jehovah, the prophetic people. 
But inasmuch as the prophet's own> self-consciousness echoes 
through this general category, this servant becomes a 
personal being. The prophetic Israel^ to the desires of 
whose soul the prophet Inmself gives voice, is not only to 
lead the tribes of Israel to God, but is to become a light to 
the Gentiles.' The Spirit of the Lord is upon him to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and the acceptable year of the Lord.^ 
He is to be God's chief instrument in guiding the destiny of 

1 Kg, Isa. ix. 16 ; 2 Kings xvii. 28 ; Hab. ii 18, ipc^' miD would in that 
case be the direct opposite of Joel's expression. 

* Cf. miD, DW in the same verse ; Deut. xL 14, mv. Also in Ps. Ixxxiy. 7 
this meaning seems to be indisputable. 

' B. J. xlix. 6. * B. J. IxL 1 f. 
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the world, an arrow kept safe in God's quiver, His mes- 
senger to whom He gives the tongue of a disciple.^ The most 
active influences at work in the last era are the prophetic 
office and the prophetic function. 

Prophecy, in the person of its great hero Elijah, the fore- 
runner of the last day, has been given by Malachi very special 
importance as the human means of bringing about that salva- 
tion of the future, which God reserves to Himself the right of 
making a reality.^ Elijah is to come preaching repentance 
and producing unity of disposition in Israel. Now this Elijah 
might quite well be meant as a symbol for a pi'eacher of 
repentance without any personal reference. But since he is 
not thought of as in Sheol, but as living and in attendance 
npon God,' it is much more natusal to think of an actual 
return of this great prc^het as a salutary means of pre- 
paring the people for the last judgment, for the sifting which 
will take place at the coming of the Lord«. 

2. In the picture of the final era> the figuia of the priest 
is the least significant of all. In the last daya all Israel is 
to be a nation of priests ; and everything in it must bo holy. 
Consequently the thought of special mediatoss of an official 
character had already to be kept very much in the background. 
And in connection with the redemption of the people the 
greatest prophets attach very little importance to either priest- 
hood or public worship.. Still the figure of the priest is not 
altogether awanting in the final era, and is several times 
suggestively connected with the picture of the king, as in the 
priestly figure of a Melchisedek. In the easUer prophets, 
certainly, we do not find it. But not only does Jeremiah 
see the Levitical priests offering.up.thfiir sacrifioes in the temple 
for evermore, as long as day and night return,^ but according 
to XXX. 21, he clearly promised the Davidic king himself the 
right of drawing near to God without dying. 

1 B. J. 1. 4, xUx. 2. « Mai. iii. 23. 

» Kg. Ecclus. xlviiL 10. * Jer. xxxiii. 18, 20 ff., 26. 
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And although it is not improbable that here Jeremiah is, 
in accordance with his general view, thinking of the king 
having fellowship with God, just as a prophet has, that is 
certainly not the case with Ezekiel. In accordance with the 
whole bent of his nature, Ezekiel makes the Aaronic priesthood 
a most prominent feature of the time of consunmiation. In his 
ideal temple he draws a sharp distinction between the ordinaiy 
Levites who, on account of their sins, are to be only attendants 
and servants in the temple, and the real priests of the family 
of Zadok.^ He fixes with great exactness the duties, rights, 
and incomes of these priests,' represents them as teachers of 
the people,' and as judges ^ of high position, so that to bring 
them gifts brings a blessing upon a house.^ God is their 
inheritance.^ And along with this, as has been shown, he sees 
the kingdom also in close relation with the sanctuary. The 
" holy " priestly character is for him by far the most important 
For A, Aaron's priesthood is an everlasting ordinance, one there- 
fore in force even during the final era.^ But it is only in the 
second Jerusalem that the priest is given the very first place. 
In Zechariah the high priest Joshua is at least as prominent 
a figure as ZerubbabeL' Although the Messiah is not exactly 
thought of as taking the high priest's seat Himself, still there 
is to be between the two of them a fellowship of peace and 
love, they being, as it were, a second pair of brothers, like 
Aaron and Moses.^ Besides, Joshua is represented as a man 
of " portent," a man who is a sign of the coming of the 
" Sprout," ^® so that *he offices of king and priest are clearly 
represented as in close connection in the final era. Malachi 
sees the purified Levites fulfilling the ancient covenant of 
peace and life which God had made with Levi, teaching the 

i Ezek. xliv. 10-15, xliii. 19, xlviii. 11. 

a Ezek. xliv. 20 ff., 29 f., xlv. 4. * Ezek. xliv. 28. * Ezek. xliv. 24. 

» Ezek. xliv. 80. « Ezek. xliv. 28. 

' Ex. xxix. 9, xl. 15. » Zech. ill 1 ff., vi. 11 ff. 

' Zech. vi. 11 ff. (cf. also the figure in iv. 14). 

" Zech. iii. 8 1 
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people wisely, and spreading abroad a knowledge of God, 
whereas the priests of his own age are censured/ The priests 
of the final era, as God's messengers, avert guilt from man^' 

The Davidic kingdom is thus the central figure in the picture 
of the future. It is only to the figure of the king that the 
prophets give distinctly personal traits. Prophecy and priest- 
hood stand by to help and to consecrate And as prophecy on 
its side finds expression in the God-inspired son of David, in 
like manner the figure of the king is full of priestly consecra- 
tion. Hence Ps. ex, solemnly extols the king to whom it is 
dedicated, as king and priest after the order of Melchisedek. 

3. Of all the figures in the Old Testament the deepest and 
most significant is the suffering servant of Jehovah. We saw 
how this figure is at first identified with Israel, the people 
of salvation, and with their sufferings, and how it is then, in 
consequence of the actual Israel failing to fulfil its vocation, 
restricted to the prophetic Israel that remains loyal to its Grod, 
the Israel out of whose heart and mouth the prophet himself is 
speaking. This Israel, whose vocation it is to save not only its 
own people but also the heathen world, suffers in the punish- 
ment and death of Israel ; yea, it suffers double. And yet it 
has no share in the people's sin, but suffers in accordance 
with a mysterious decree of God, whose final object is to save 
the world. We need only indicate how, from its very signi- 
ficance, this figure necessarily became typical It necessarily 
pointed every one who read the Scriptures with real intelli- 
gence to a mystery in the ways of God, who reveals His own 
thoughts of love in the substitutionary sufferings of the best, 
of those who bring about salvation. Consequently the 
mournful notes in the Passion Psalms, the noble figures 
in B. J. xl.-lxvL, and even Job himself had to point the 
believer of later times, who understands the Scriptures, 
to such a secret, and thus they became types and actual 
prophecies. 

^Mol. iL Sr., 61, iiu Sf.; cf. i. 6ff., iL 1 ff., 8ff. 'MaL ii. 6f. 
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That the figure of the suffering servant of Grod has this 
typical significance there can be no doubt But it is a ques- 
tion whether the prophets of this age were conscious that 
it was a prophecy. In reply to this question I willingly 
acquiesce in giving, in a certain sense, a verdict of '* not 
proven/' In consequence of the peculiarly mystic charact^, 
as well as the obscurity of the chief passages, it can hardly be 
determined, with absolute certainty, how far it is pure typology, 
and how far there is already in it a conscious reference to the 
future, and especially to a single individual person. At all 
events, what is sure and certain is the typical significance 
of this figure. To the saints who saw most deeply into the 
meaning of Scripture at the time of Christ, this picture of the 
suffering servant of God necessarily disclosed the innermost 
secret of the divine ways of salvation. 

In the closing sections of the exilic Isaiah, we often find the 
thought clearly presented that, in the last days, the truly pious 
Israel, which has patiently endured the chastisement of its 
God, will enter on its glorious vocation as the messenger and 
instrument of salvation, not only to Israel but to the whole 
world. But all the while — when the prophet is not speaking 
in his own person — there is never any allusion to a definite 
individual personality, and least of all to a future one ; and 
the sufiering endured by the servant of God is nowhere 
represented as having a redemptive and atoning character, as 
the purchase price of the new glory of God's people. It is 
not represented as something future, but as something past 
and present. It is represented rather as an inevitable, pre- 
mature darkening of the glory which is destined for. the true 
Israel Anything more than this no expositor can find any- 
where, except in the famous passage, B. J. lii. 13-liii. 12. 

In its present content this passage is a very peculiar one, 
and has many striking features ; and it is not without reason 
that many modern expositors have conjectured that it is not 
an original part of our prophet's work at all, b^t a fragment 
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taken by him from an older prophecy. If so, one might very 
readily see in this servant of Jehovah the figure of an actual 
martyr, some innocent person executed under Manasseh 
(Ewald). But even supposing this conjecture were right, the 
fragment must still have been appropriated and altered by 
the prophet For, as we now have it, it certainly cannot 
refer to any historical personage. What is said of the 
death, the resurrection, and the final destiny of the servant of 
Jehovah, does not brook the limitations of a purely historical 
interpretation. We must, therefore, still ask what meaning 
the prophet himself attached to this fragment, in connection 
with his own prophecy in which it has been inserted as 
an organic part 

In my opinion it cannot refer to the people of Israel as such. 
One might perhaps take liii 1 ff., as a speech by the kings of 
the heathen, who are astonished at the glory of the people they 
once despised, and who in their astonishment proclaim in 
enthusiastic words " that which they now hear." Even the ^? 
of ver. 8 might be taken either as a wrong or as a somewhat 
rare form of the plural, so that the servant of God would be 
represented as suffering ** for the transgression of the peoples 
the stroke which was their dua" But what is said of His 
burial does not suit a personified people (ver. 9). And the 
absolute denial of all guilt on the part of the servant of Jehovah 
is irreconcilable with what the same prophet says so repeatedly 
and expressly of Israel's sin.^ 

One might think much more readily of the prophetic Israel, 
out of whose consciousness the prophet himself speaks. " The 
world and the people shall then understand His worth and 
His glory in the eyes of God. The true cause of His sufferings 
shall then be clear." Indeed, in its individual members, this 
Israel was in many respects a striking type of what is here 
depicted. The simile of the lamb that is led to the slaughter 
is taken from Jeremiah, although with a somewhat different 

J B. J. xlviii 1-8, xlvi. 8, 12, 1. 1, etc 
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application.^ Without guilt of its own this Israel is involved 
in the fate of the apostates, is buried with the godless in a 
strange land. And although the individual members perish, 
it is sure of eternal life for itself, and is a pledge of the 
triumphant future in store for Israel and for the true religion. 
Beyond all doubt, the glance of the seer starts from this 
prophetic Israel, as embodied in the suffering saints of 
Israel's times of sore affliction. Still it seems to me that 
even this theory does not exhaust the full meaning of the 
passage. The description is so concrete and personally vivid 
that the theory of a mere collective does not do it justice: 
At any rate, this collective would be personified in the most 
vivid manner into an ideal picture of the future. And since, 
in liii. 1, it is the prophet and the pious in Israel that speak, 
while in ver. 4 the servant of Jehovah is distinguished from 
these speakers, as He who has suffered and died for them, 
one must, in my opinion, see in Him something that can 
be thought of as objective even to the prophetic Israel of the 
prophet's own age, and distinguished from it. 

True, I willingly acknowledge that my view of this passage 
has been determined not so much by any particular features 
in the prophecy as by the general impression which it makes. 
But I am convinced that one will never do it full justice until 
one rises above the idea of the people, and particularly of the 
pious prophetic people, to an ideal picture of the pious Israel 
of the last days conceived of as a person whose features 
certainly have been taken from the experience of history. 
The prophet did not mean to speak of an individual of the 
future. The figure from wliich he starts is the actual 
historical figure of which he has so often spoken. But he is 
raised above himself. The figure which he beholds is embodied 
for him in an ideal figure, in which he sees salvation accom- 
plished and all the riddles of the present solved. If it is true 
anywhere in the history of poetry and prophecy, it is true here 

^ Jer. xi. 19. 
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that the writer, being full of the Spirit, has said more than he 
himself meaDt to say and more than he himself understood. 

The suflfering servant of God is perfectly free from guilt 
He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His 
mouth.^ His suffering was borne voluntarily in patient love, 
like a Iamb led to the slaughter, he opened not His mouth ; ^ 
He gave His life as a guilt-offering^ — suffered voluntarily 
what force was wont to make animal victims suffer in spite oC 
themselves. His suffering is decreed by God to atone for 
Israel's sins. For the people's sake, it pleased God to bruise 
Him.* It was for Israel's weal that He was chastised.* By 
His wounds the people are healed.® The guilt of all who are 
lost in error, God laid upon Him.^ The blow which ought to 
have fallen on the people because of their sin, fell on Him.^ 
It was Israel's sicknesses and sorrows that He bore.^ Hence 
His suffering was not a sign that God was angry with Him. 
But in order that Israel might be redeemed, in order that 
God might receive them back again into His love, the Servant 
of Jehovah took all their suffering upon Himself. Out of 
divine compassion He, as an atoning Saviour, endured it all in 
order to secure the salvation of Israel 

The Servant of Jehovah had to suffer contumely and the 

^liiL 9. 

' liii 7. (In Jeremiah it is merely the figure of one ignorant of his fate.) 
' liii. 10 (the D^feTI probably spoken by God, so that the construction is 
broken off. It certainly does not mean " Surely God will not give np His soul 
as a guilt-offering— no" . • . (Scholten). The DC^ is to be understood in the 
sense it has, not in the sacrificial law, but in the prophets (2 Sam. xzi. 1 ff.). It 
is quite synonymous with "^fiS. And in like manner the '* bearing '* is not used 
in the legal but in the moral sense, of the sacrifice of a guiltless one who, by 
entering into the pains of the guilty, takes away their curse (Esek. iv. 4, 5). 
Elsewhere simply of the bearing of what is due to the guilt, either of the person 
himself or of others (Ezek. zviii. 19, van. 85 ; Lam. v. 7 ; Lev. v. 1, 17 ; 
Num. y. 31.) 

* liiL 6. » liiL 5 {\^uh^ nOID). • Hii. 5. 

' lUL 6. 

' XD^ )D3 ^9 V^ttO for the sins of my people (the peoples ?), the stroke 
destined for them. 

• mi. 4 ; of. 12. 

VOL. IL 2 E 
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death of shame. Like a badly-thriving plant, without form 
or comeliness/ with an appearance betokening superhuman 
misery,^ despised by all as one smitten of God and a sinner,' 
— what a lot in life was His ! And His death was that of 
a lamb which is led to the slaughter.^ From prison and from 
judgment He was hurried off to a violent death.^ Kone of 
His contemporaries bethought themselves that it was solely 
on behalf of the people that He bore this suffering.® As a 
malefactor he was buried with malefactors.^ 

Such is the suffering of the Servant of God, and such the 
true inward cause of this suffering. What Israel suffered 
among the nations because of its calling unto salvation, what 
prophetic Israel and its individual members endured because 
they refused to forsake the people they loved, because they 
chose disgrace and death that there might remain in Israel a 
seed of a better future, what meets our eyes in the figure of 
Job, the suffering friend of God, and what is borne in upon 
our ears from the Psalms of the persecuted servants of God, 
is all gathered together here in the ideal figure of the suffering 
Servant of Jehovah in the epoch of redemption. 

Wonderful for the Sufferer, as for the people, is the result 
of all this suffering. The Sufferer Himself having been mir- 
aculously raised from the dead enjoys a long life, and is 
blessed with many descendants.® He is indeed exalted very 
high,® and makes peoples and kings rise from their places in 
reverential silence.^^ He divides the spoil with the strong — 

1 Hii. 2. • lii. 14. » liii. 4, 12. * liii. 7. 

• lilL 8 (Pli?? he was snatched away). « liii. 8. 

' liiL 9 (p^^y or ]n ^bfy or vm D'|TC^. ) The simple parallelism of wicked and 

rich is not permissible, nor is the nearer definition '' with the rich by their 
murders '* endurable. The VHOIl is probably his " mound " corresponding to 
1"13p, for one must not forget that, in a level country like Chaldea, funeral 
mounds play a very different r61e from what they do in a rocky land like 
Canaan (Job xxi. 32. ) 

• liii. 10. • lii. 18. 

i '^ lii. 15 (n^t not of sprinkling with the blood of a sacrifice, in if^'hich case 
py would be necessary, but "to cause to leap up/' a gesture of astonishment 
and reyerence, like *' laying the hand upon the mouth." 
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in other words. He is equal in rank and in power to the great 
of the earth.^ Thus His picture grows into that of a King. 
And for the world He becomes the instrument by which the 
work of God is successfully accomplished.^ By His knowledge 
of God, He makes many righteous.* Consequently, after He 
has died for the sins of the people and presented His soul as 
an offering for sin,^ He lives again for the justification of His 
people.* Thus this wonderful figure combines in itself the 
figure of the Priest who offers Himself up as a sacrifice for 
the world, the figure of the Prophet who by His knowledge 
of God brings justification, and the figure of the King who, 
transfigured and blessed, enjoys the fruit of His sufferings. 
The glory which Israel expects for itself, the salvation which 
it hopes to work out for the other nations of the world, the 
glorification which awaits the true Israel in the last days, and 
the blissful influences which are to flow from it, are here 
embodied in an ideal figure. As in the book of Job, the pious 
sufferer is at last crowned with glory and, by his intercession, 
atones for the sins of his hostile friends, so the Servant of 
Jehovah stands before our gaze, in the age of consummation, 
delivered from suffering and from death. 

4. If our exposition is correct, this passage is absolutely 
unique in the Old Testament. It is certain that Zech. xiL 
10 ff. was not intended as a prophecy of the murder of a 
coming ambassador of God. It describes how God will 
bestow upon the Messianic people, after it has won a glorious 
victory, under the leadership of the Messiah, the spirit of grace 
and of supplication. The people and the Messiah will look 
upon Him whom they have pierced, and mourn for Him as 
one moumeth for the loss of an only child, of a first-born.^ 
The whole land is to be in universal mourning, and then 



i liii. 12. » liii. 10. » Uii. 11. 

* liu. 10, 12. » Rom. iv. 25. 

*The passage is of importance for the history of the Asiatic nature- 
religions. 
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there shall be a fountain opened to the Messianic royal house 
and to the people for sin and for uncleanness. 

According to the Massoretic text, it is true, God would say, 
"And they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced." 
But that cannot be the meaning of the prophet. For it 
cannot be a case of pure derision and contempt of God. 
The same word piTJ) is used, in xiii. 3, of bodily injury, and 
the mourning could not be compared with that for an only 
child, or for a first-bom, unless the reference were to one 
actually slain. Nor can one imagine that, if an ambassador of 
God had been murdered, the prophet would really call that a 
murder of God. On account of the parallel r>f, I have always 
thought the simplest thing would be to change "h^ into y^, 
although the following riK would, in the context, be by no means 
good syntax. The other ways out of the diflBculty, "My 
heroes ^ see Him whom they have slain," etc., and " They will 
look, with their faces turned to Me, on Him whom they have 
pierced," I do not think probable, the first on account of the 
meaning, the second on account of the construction. Here, 
at any rate, a historical Servant of God is meant, who fell a 
sacrifice, not so much to the heathen as to the great in Jeru- 
salem. For the whole way in which the family of David, 
with its pride, repentance, and expiation,* is spoken of, points 
most naturally to some grievous blood-guiltiness resting on 
the ruling classes in Judah itself. This murdered One is to 
be mourned as a Martyr of the closing era, so that the crime 
perpetrated against Him is to be atoned for by repentance 
and contrition. But neither the figure nor the death of the 
Martyr is thought of as future, nor is His doom represented 
as a condition of salvation. Only it is expected that the 
wickedness perpetrated against Him will be atoned for in the 
time of deliverance, which is thought of as very near at hand. 

Still less can Zech. xiii. 7 be understood of the death of 
the Messiah. For the words spoken by God include a 

» "hHt Job xli 17 (Hofmann). » Zech. xii. 7, xiu. 1. 
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punishment of wrath against the Shepherd, who, consequently, 
though in rank a Shepherd and " Fellow " of God, must in 
reality be a wicked Shepherd. The words are immediately 
connected, as Ewald has rightly seen, with xi. 17» and contain 
a threat of punishment against the wicked, flock-destroying 
king of Ephraim, to whom in His wrath God hands over the 
people, after His own pastoral care, exercised through the 
prophets and ungratefully despised, has proved unsuccessful. 

Not until a much later age do we find an echo of this 
prophecy of the suffering righteous Man — ^probably due in 
part to the influence of Plato^ — in the Wisdom of Solomon, 
il 12 ff. The figure of the righteous Man is personified ; and 
it is said that the multitude of those hostile to God despise 
Him, taunt Him, and hurry Him off to a shameful death, 
because He makes Himself the Son of God and is obnoxious 
to the frivolous, until, having conquered death. He rises in 
triumph and shames His opponents into silence. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

MESSIANIC PROPHECY AS DEVELOPED BY THE 8CBIBES. 

1. Prophecy produced by art begins with the book of Daniel, 
and gets its final form from the same book. The picture of 
the future, from which it starts, is Jeremiah's prophecy of the 
seventy years of Exile. Instead of the glorious fulfilment 
expected at the end of these seventy years, a state of things 
had arisen very far indeed from perfect ; and this, instead of 
improving with the centuries, had become always worse and 
worse. The seer's own generation seemed to have reached 
the very lowest depth of humiliation. In the holy place there 
stood a foreign altar, ** the abomination of desolation." ' The 
religion and the national customs of Israel were treated with 

» Plato, Rep. 2. r. • Of. 1 Mace. i. 54, tL 7. 
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contempt by Antiochus Epiphanes. Consequently the seer 
had to extend the years of prophecy. As the apocryphal 
letter of Jeremiah changes the seventy years into seven genera- 
tions, and the book of Enoch makes them seventy reigns, so 
Daniel changes the seventy years into seventy year-weeks.^ 
From this point of view, the book lets the past defile before 
the seer in the form of visions, in order to embody it in the 
final age of blessedness. The contending empires are first 
represented as a statue. Its head of gold is Nebuchadnezzar ; 
its breast and arms of silver, Belshazzar ; its belly and loins 
of brass, Medo-Persia ; its legs of iron, Alexander ; and its feet 
of iron and clay, the rival Greek powers in Egypt and Syria.* 
But, at last, a stone is cut out without hands — in other words, 
is set in motion by God. It breaks the feet of the statue in 
pieces, and thus destroys for ever the supremacy of heathen- 
dom. It grows to be a rock which fills the whole earth, and 
becomes the kingdom of the Messiah,^ an everlasting kingdom 
which no destruction shall ever menace. 

Under another figure, in which, quite in keeping with the 
freedom of such descriptions, many of the featui^es are difierent, 
Daniel sees the world monarchies as four beasts, which come 
up out of the abyss as beings "from beneath."* Their 
attributes make them recognisable as Chaldea, Media, Persia, 
and Greece ; and in the chapter immediately following, the 
reference to the struggle between Persia and Greece, to 
the division of Alexander's empire, and to the wickedness of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, is so plain that this interpretation 
is absolutely beyond doubt, especially since chaps, xi. and xii. 
practically throw off all disguise,* 

After ten Greek kings, a horn (king), quite insignificant at 
first, attains to great power by destroying three horns that 
were before him. This is Antiochus Epiphanes, who speaks 

1 Dan. ix. 2, 24 ff. « Dan. ii. 81 ff. (Hitzig). 

» Dan. ii. 83 ff., 44. * Dan. vii. 8, 7, 21, 25. 

» Cf. Dan. viii. 4-6, 20-24. 
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words of blasphemy against the Most High, who succeeds in 
conquering the people three and a half years, and who resolves 
to change the public worship of God and the feast days — in 
short, the religion of Israel At last, however, God sets 
Himself along with His saints for judgment ; and before Him 
there appears in the clouds of heaven, that is, as one having 
His origin not in the abyss but in heaven, the Kepresentative 
of the people of the saints, *' One like unto a Son of . Man." 
He appears, as is natural, on the earth, where the judgment 
of the world goes on in His presence. The clouds bear Him, 
not up, but down. To Him is given dominion for ever and 
ever, after the kingdom of the Seleucidae is overthrown and 
the other heathen kingdoms are rendered harmless. 

It is, therefore, certain that the prophecy connects the 
destruction of Antiochus with the advent of the final era of 
blessedness, and of the Messianic kingdom of the saints. It is 
only a question whether, in the last-mentioned picture, the "Son 
of Man " is meant to denote the king of the empire, viz. the 
Messiah, or merely the people itself personified. A definite 
decision can scarcely be reached. Although I do not by any 
means overlook the weighty reasons which can be adduced in 
favour of the latter view, e,g. the comparison with the world- 
empires which are represented as beasts, and the non-appear- 
ance of a Messiah anywhere else, while the kingdom is given 
"to the people of the saints,"^ still, I incline to take the former. 
The whole way in which the coming of the Son of man is 
mentioned, the saints in conflict with Antiochus^ being spoken 
of in the vision quite differently, seems to me to point to a new, 
and that too a definite, personality. Besides, the beasts in the 
vision are not peoples but monarchies, to which, therefore, a 
new monarchy corresponds. Hence Daniel probably thinks of 
the Messiah as descending in the last days from heaven where 
He dwells with God, and revealing Himself in a heavenly 
form like one of the angel-princes whom the book is else- 

» Dan, vii. 18, 22, 27. « Dan. vii. 26. 
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where accustomed to describe as " like unto a Son of Man." ^ 
The passage, therefore, shows how the teaching of the scribes, 
as might be expected from its nature, made the conception 
of the Messiah more metaphysical and mystic, so that He had 
His roots no longer in Israel but in the other world. Still, 
it must never be overlooked that, perhaps even for Daniel, as 
well as for his imitators, the doctrine of the pre-existenoe of 
souls afforded a simple and natural foundation for this idea.^ 

In addition to this passage, many expositors also refer 
ix. 25 f. to the Messiah, where Daniel, on the basis of 
Jeremiah's prophecy of seventy years, calculates the duration 
of Israel's time of suffering and of redemption. From the 
stand -point of Christian fulfilment it is very natural for 
them to do so. For it was possible to find, in this passage, a 
prophecy of the Messiah's death, and of Jerusalem being laid 
waste in consequence of it Now, this chapter belongs to 
the parts of the book which are by far the most difficult 
to explain historically. If it is taken for granted that the 
author's chronology must coincide with that of science, an 
exact interpretation becomes almost an impossibility. If 
one explains "the prophecy as to rebuilding Jerusalem," 
(ix« 2), as is most natural, by Jer. xxv. 1, that is to say, 
about 606-5 B.a, then the seven year- weeks would certainly 
reach about as far as Cyrus, who would in that case be the 
first anointed, who is at the same time prince. But the 
following sixty-two year -weeks would bring us to about 
123 B.O., that is, to a time at which the last year- week 
of utter destruction under Antiochus, and the deliverance 
cannot, in any case, begin. Least of all can one, with 
Wieseler, make up the interval out of seventy years (not 
year-weeks), and seventy weeks (ie, one year and a-third), 
or put the first seven year-weeks last, and thus reckon up 
62 + l-t-7, so that the anointed at the end of the seven 
weeks would be the ideal Messiah. To think of the seven 

» Dan. viii. 16, x. 5, 16. « Cf. below. 
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weeks as running parallel with the sixty -two, as Bosch 
would do, is forbidden by the unity of the number 70. 
Any other arrangement than 7 + 62 + 1 = 70 year- weeks is 
absolutely unnatural. And this can be got into the actual 
history only by supposing that the " prophecy as to rebuilding 
Jerusalem/' which Daniel meant, must refer to the prophecy 
of Deutero-Isaiah, that Daniel therefore took this prophet to 
be Isaiah, and placed his final prophecies in the reign of 
Manasseh (655 B.O.). If so, the seven year- weeks would end 
with 606-5 B.C. (Nebuchadnezzar); the sixty-two year- weeks 
would come down to 172-1 B.C. (the murder of Seleucus 
Philopator) ; and the last week, in which the prophet stands, 
would be reckoned as the week of oppression, which ends in 
deliverance. But the reference elsewhere to Jeremiah, and 
the arbitrariness of the starting-point, are against this. Con- 
sequently one would, with Eeichel, have to regard the seventy 
weeks as not exactly chronological, but as symbolical, which 
is, however, contrary to Daniel's mode of reckoning. Or, 
lastly, one must simply suppose that Daniel had in view a 
different chronology from ours ; ^ that he reckoned the seven 
year- weeks correctly frotn 606-5 B.c. to Cyrus the first 
anointed prince, the second sixty -two wrongly (probably 
simply according to reigns), from Cyrus to the death of 
Onias III, who is also, in xi. 22, the prince of the covenant, 
and who is here called the anointed who is not a prince. 
From this date onwards Daniel reckons his last week in 
which the prince, who is not anointed (Antiochus Epiphanes) 
in alliance with the Grsecizing party, destroys the holy city 
by storming and sacking it, abolishes the sacred customs,' 
and desecrates the temple until the deliverance comes. 

The difficulty of this interpretation we have neither con- 



^ Cf. Theol, Stvd. tt. Krit. 1S78, il 169ff., where we learn that the Jews 
in the Crimea have adhered to a chronology from the Awyrian Exile, which 
differs rery considerably from the one nsoally adopted. 

* Dan. zi. 21 ff. 
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cealed nor minimised; perhaps the passage still awaits the 
right solution. But that this historical method of inter- 
pretation, as it is still shown in 1 Mace. i. 54 (Sept. at 
ver. 26), is on the whole right, as against the Messianic^ 
is not made a whit more doubtful by the uncertainty 
in which the details of it are involved. For even apart 
from the fact that the latter would presuppose a magical 
soothsaying, such as prophecy knows nothing of, and that 
the chronology even on that view, especially when compared 
with ix. 2, is, in the highest degree, arbitrary and uncertain,^ 
there is a host of details utterly irreconcilable with it. The 
stopping of the sacrifices is represented in Daniel as the 
most shameful of acts.^ Consequently, it is impossible to 
regard it as an act of the MessiaL The death, with- 
out heirs (h pw) and successors, of the person murdered, 
can only refer to the extinction of a ruling family. The 
anointed who is slain can, from the context, be identical 
with the one who is to come, only on the supposition that 
he is also identical with the one named before the sixty-two 
year-weeks. Either they are all three one person, which 
does not suit even, the Messianic interpretation, or there 
are three persons whose advent and fate mark the great 
turning-points of the epoch. The anointing of the most 
holy — that is, the reconsecration of the temple, is represented 
as the end of the whole epoch. The sixty-two weeks are 
mentioned as the period during which the holy city was 
rebuilt, though in troublous times, which evidently means 
the comparatively undisturbed yet unhappy years of the 
Persian and Ptolemaic supremacies. The making of sacrifice 
to cease is clearly not effected " during the first half of the 
week" (i,e. by the death of Jesus), but is thought of as 

^ Hengstenberg's explanation is still the best. He reckons from the edict 
of Artaxerxes sixty-nine year- weeks to 28 a.d., f.e. years three and a-half before 
the crucifixion of Jesas. 

^ Dan. vii. 25, viii. 11, xL 31, xii. 11. To understand the book as a whole, 
one must start from chaps, xi. and xii. 
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continuing all through this half week, that is, until the temple 
is reconsecrated. In short, the Messianic interpretation is 
marked all through by stififness and contradiction. In this 
chapter, therefore, we have simply an apocalyptic way of 
connecting the destruction of Antiochus Epiphanes with the 
close of Israel's seventy years of exile, and the advent of its 
age of blessedness. 

2. In the Apocrypha of the Old Testament, properly so 
called, there is scarcely a single allusion to the Messianic 
age, and none at all to a personal Messiah. Any one, judging 
from these alone, would come to the conclusion that the 
features of the Messiah's figure must have grown pale and 
dim in the age after Daniel, which was wholly taken up 
with priestly legalism, and that Jesus Himself had revived 
this Messianic idea, just in consequence of His own conscious- 
ness that He was the Son of God. In like manner the 
Alexandrian bias in Philo indicates absolute indifference to 
the hope of a Messiah. As Philo's whole system is almost 
exclusively connected with Moses, his eschatology, too, is 
based simply on Deut xxviii. The superhuman figure, which 
leads Israel to its rest, is the Logos ; but certainly he is not 
thought of as incarnate. And the incidental mention of a 
future king and commander-in-chief is wholly without 
religious significance.^ 

Nevertheless I am of opinion that those scholars are wrong 
who assume that the picture of the Messiah had faded from 
the memory of Israel in the age immediately before Jesus 
appeared. Daniel and the apocryphal-books written in imita- 
tion of it were certainly much more read in Israel than the other 
moralising but somewhat insipid books of the Apocrypha. 
Doubtless the down -trodden people cherished with ever- 

^ J. O. Miiller (DU me88iani»chen Erwartungen du Jttden Philo^ Programm. 
1870), refers to a future king not merely iu De Prcaniis ti Poenis, )>. 915, but 
also in De ExeenUionibus, p. 937. But in the last passage the parallel with the 
"Angel of God" is so manifest that, according to Philo's whole mode of 
expression, nothing but a manifestation of the Logos can be meant 
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growing ardour the glorious picture of the Davidic King. lu 
the synagogues it was not only Moses but the Prophets that 
were read; and they could never allow the picture of the 
Messianic King to grow faint and pale. Indeed^ according to 
the natural law that governs all learning like that of the 
scribes, we might rather anticipate that the colours would be 
brightened by the intermixture of supernatural elements. 

The Solomonic Psalms, written after the death of Pompey, 
show a simple but very vivid hope of a Messiah. They 
know of King Messiah,^ the sinless saint, whose words are 
better than fine gold, who will purify and liberate Israel,' 
smite the wicked with the rod of His mouth, and subdue 
the heathen.^ As the son of David, He will feed Israel 
like a shepherd in His kingdom of the elect^ Here, it is 
true, we find no new idea, but certainly also no waning of 
the prophetic hope. And though the Jewish Sibyl usually 
speaks of the people of the Jews as such,^ and, although 
the "Davidic sprout'*® is probably Zerubbabel, and the 
peace-bringing king from the east is Cyrus,^ she nevertheless 
hopes for " the Holy Euler " who will come to His everlasting 
kingdom as soon as Bome rules in Egypt too.^ The oldest 
Targums begin to identify the Logos with the Servant of 
Jehovah, that is, to prepare the way for combining theological 
speculation as to the Logos (the ideal man), with the hope 
of a Eedeemer appearing in the form of man.^ This is still 
more distinct in the Apocalypses of Enoch and of Ezra. 
True, the most important passages in the former book, in 
connection with this question, do not occur in its earliest 
part, and Ezra brings us down to the end of the first 

1 Ps. xvii. 85 f., 88, 47, xviii. 6, 8. 
» Ps. xvii. 27-29, 31, 83, 36-37, 40 f., 44, 48. 

» Ps. xvii. 27, 82, 84, 89, xviii. 8. * Ps. xvii. 5, 23, 44. 60. 45. xviii. 6. 
<^ B. iu. 217 if., 702 ff. (in ver. 775, *<Son of God" is certainly a Christian 
addition). 

• iii 286. ' iiL 652. « iu. 49. 

* Targum on Ex. xxiii. 20 ; Num. ix. 18 ; Dout. i. 30 ; Isa. Ixiii. 14 ; Jer. 
xxxi. 2 ; cf. Isa. xUL 1, xlix. 5 ; Hoa. xi. 19. 
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century after Christ. But I have no doubt that even the 
later parts of Enoch are pre-Christian, or were written, at 
any rate, prior to the apostolic literature, and that even the 
original kernel of Ezra is wholly Jewish, and altogether 
uninfluenced by Christianity.^ 

According to Enoch the Messiah is the Righteous One, whose 
chief attribute is righteousness. He reveals all the treasures 
of that which is hidden, because the Lord of the spirits has 
chosen Him, because His lot before the Lord of the spirits has, 
on account of His righteousness, surpassed from all eternity all 
the other spirits in glory .^ He is the Elect One,' the Son of 
man,^ the Anointed, the Son of the woman.^ Ere the sun was 
created, His name was named in the presence of the Lord of 
the Spirits.^ He is chosen and hidden before the creation of 
the world ; He dwells among the blessed.^ He appears, there- 
fore, as the ruler and judge of the world,® and is worshipped.® 
Perhaps, indeed, the " hidden name " itself, t,e. Jehovah, is used 
as His name.^^ It is only after the liberation and the judg- 
ment that He appears as ** the white bull " that governs all.^^ 

In Ezra the Son of Man fights, as a lion, with the eagle of 
the Eoman empire.^' With Him comes the bride, the new 
Jerusalem.^ This Son of God rules for four hundred years 
with His own followers.^* Then He dies ; and seven days of a 
new chaos begin, out of which, after the final judgment, a new 
world emerges.^ For the present He is preserved in paradise, 

^ The qnestioii as to Ezra iv. would be materially fiimpHfied if, even in the 
revelation of John, we have to suppose a Jewish document revised by a 
Christian editor. (Cf. Die Ojfmbarwig JohannU, eiue jiidische Apocalypse 
in christlicher Bearbeitung, von Eberbard Yischer, Leipzig 1886). 

• DiUmann's translation, xxzviii. 2, liii 6, xlvi. 8. 
»xlv. 8ff., xlix. 2, li. 8f., Iv. 4. 

« zlvi. 1, Ixii 9, 14, IxiiL 11, Ixix. 26 f., 29. • lit 4, Ixv. 5 

• xlviii 2 ff. 

' xlviii. 6, Ixii. 6 f. ; cf. xlv. 4, IxL 4. 

• xlv. 8, xlvL 6ff., xlviii. 7 f., xlix. 4, Ixi 8, IxiL 1 ff,, 9, Ixix. 27 (Iv. 9). 

• xlviii 6. » Ixix. 26. " xc 87 ff. 

u Ezra XL 87, xiu. 8. i« Ezra vii. 26 ff., xiil 86 ff. 

^ Ezra viL 28, xiii. 87. » Ezra vil 28 ff., 84 ff. 
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along with Enoch, Ezra, and others.^ Then He is revealed for 
judgment, and slays the world-power with the flame that 
issues forth from His lips.' Here, then, the pre-existence of 
the Messiah, which is but darkly hinted at in Daniel, is quite 
clearly taken for granted. But it is equally clear that it rests 
on the foundation of the universal pre-existeuce of souls. 
Consequently, its starting-point is not the pre-existence " of 
the divine " in Christ, but the pre-existence of His soul 
among the other souls. God chose it from among the rest in 
order, by means of it, to accomplish His great work. He 
hides it untU the time to reveal it arrives. That which 
modem philosophy calls the existence of the idea in God, as 
distinguished from its historical reality, is here conceived as 
actual bodiless pre-existence, as Origen still conceives it. 

3. The scribes, properly so-called, also created an eschato- 
logy of their own, by means, however, not of prophecy but of 
exposition, viz. the secondary meaning of Scripture.^ 

At the first glance, it seems contraiy to all the best estab- 
lished principles of exposition, to speak of certain passages 
having a second meaning. For most assuredly every word 
in its context, and in the intention of its author, admits of 
only one interpretation. And this rule is in no way to be 
tampered with, even by this theory of ours, as to a second 
meaning. We do not doubt that the writers of the Old 
Testament put only one meaning into their words, and that 
this is to be ascertained only by grammatical and historical 
exposition. We merely assert that various passages, in con- 
sequence of the use which congregations of believers, under 
the guidance of their teachers, made of them, and in con- 

1 Ezra vii. 28, xiii. 26, 51, xiv. 9 (xii. 31 f.) 

' Ezra xiii. 5, 9, 11, 37. The signs of the last age, Ezra ▼. 1 ff., vi. 20 ff., 
ix. 3 ff., xiii. 29, and the distinction between the «"«» «vr«f which is appointed 
for the many who are created (Ezra viii. 1, 8), and the m»n f^ixxttp which is 
appointed for the few who are chosen (Ezra vii. 12, 13, 31), point directly to the 
early Christian view. 

» Cf. my article on "The Double Meaning of Scripture** {T/ieol, Stud. «. KriL 
1861, 1). 
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sequence of the thoughts which they, from their own point 
of view necessarily connected with them, have acquired in 
the consdmisness of the people a wider meaninff than they at 
first had. And we think that this meaning, having become 
historical, contributed of necessity to the development of 
Old Testament religion, and was of great significance for 
the picture of the future with which the people familiarised 
themselves. 

No one who looks with unprejudiced eyes at such Psalms 
as ii, ex., Ixxii., can doubt that originally these cannot possibly 
have referred to anything but the circumstances of the time 
in which they arose. The singers announce to a king of their 
own day their wishes, promises, and vows. Upon his head 
they lay those grand ideal hopes which belong, in a peculiar 
sense, to the kingdom of this people, and with perfect right, 
since every king of Israel, for the time being, personifies 
and represents the kingdom of Israel in its great ideals and 
hopes. But it is in the nature of such songs to say all this 
in a higher and more exalted strain than would be either 
proper or permissible in ordinary prose. 

Now, as soon as such songs came to be used in the public 
worship of God, and that, too, among a people absolutely 
Ignorant of grammatical and historical exposition, and whose 
knowledge of the Scriptures followed quite different laws — 
when these were reverently used as the holy oracles of God, 
to which, from the very first, men were fond of giving 
a miraculous mysterious meaning, in keeping with their 
importance — ^then this people could no longer believe that 
the kings, of whom these songs spoke, were nothing more than 
those long since departed kings to whom they were formerly 
addressed. As these had long ago been stripped by death of 
kingly glory, the Psalms no longer suited them. As little could 
Israel, in times when there was no actual kingdom capable of 
being idealised, apply these Psalms to any living prince. None 
could be thought of as the subject of such songs but one, the 
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King who was to unite in His own person all the grand 
thoughts ever entertained regarding the kingdom in Israel, the 
Messiah for whom the people were waiting in hope, and on 
whom the scribes were continually musing. Thus, in conse- 
quence of their contents and the actual conditions of their 
interpretation, these Psalms necessarily became Messiania 
They were accepted as prophecies regarding the Bedeemer. 
It was not the authors of the Psalms that prophesied of Him. 
The first historical meaning of these Psalms refers to Him at 
the most in a typical sort of way. But from the way in 
which the believing people applied, and necessarily applied, 
these Psalms, it prophesied through them of the Messiah. 
The secondary meaning of these Psalms, which grew up his- 
torically among the people, is Messianic.^ Such Psalms, 
therefore, as dealt with a king of their own day, but so as to 
ascribe to him the ideal Messianic thoughts connected with 
the kingdom in Israel, came to be Psalms in honour of the 
Messianic King : Ps. ii. (xlv.), Ixxii., ex. (xx., xxi.). And on 
the same principle, when Psalms treated of a saint of the then 
present, and of his joys and sorrows, but in such a way that 
men's hopes of the age of consummation were associated with 
him, that his piety was represented as a victory over death, 
and his relation to God set in an ideal light, or that the hope 
of the world becoming perfect, and of the heathen beiiig con* 
verted, was connected with his sufferings and his victory over 
them — then all such Psalms became of necessity Messianic. 
We see this in the case of Ps. viii. and xvL;^ and if this was 
not so generally admitted in regard to Ps. xxii. (or IxixJ, it 

* Hegel, Belig.'PhU. ii. 265. It has been proved that several quotations by 
Christ from the Old Testament are wrong, in this respect, that the inference 
drawn from them is not founded on the direct meaning of the words. • • • It 
is plain from this that the congregation as sach deduces this doctrine, in other 
words, that the inference is due, not to the words of the Bible, but to the 
congregation. 

' Naturally many details contributed, in a variety of ways, to this result — 
details which were understood in the fashion then in vogue with the scribes, 
€*g. the " Son of Man '* (Ps. viiL, etc.). 
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was simply because the necessary progress of development 
was prevented by the natural preference of the people for the 
picture of a glorious and powerful future ruler, and by their 
placing in the background the nobler picture of the suffering 
saint It was, therefore, solely due to the hardness of the 
people's heart ; and this want Christianity hastened to supply. 
In like manner there grew up a Messianic interpretation of 
several of the more difficult passages in the prophets, such as 
Isa. vii., Hos. vL, xi., etc. In all these cases the eschatology 
is due to the teaching of the scribes. We have before us an 
expectation regarding the future, based no longer on the 
religious assurance of the individual author as to the develop- 
ment of God's thoughts regarding Israel, but on a definite 
mode of interpreting the sacred words of Scripture. 

Along such lines, it is true, no really new element could 
be introduced into eschatology, just as a mere knowledge of 
Scripture is never able to contribute anything new to religion. 
For the " Messianic " import of these Psalms was in fact 
entirely due to the already existing ideals which prophecy 
had fashioned. Nevertheless, this secondary sense of Scrip- 
ture worked out the details of this picture of the future in a 
great variety of ways. The song, as such, is fond of hyper- 
bolical expressions ; and when an anxious and prosaic scribe, 
full of holy reverence for the letter, treats these expressions 
dogmatically, the picture transcends the human. Poetry is fond 
of rare expressions ; and these, too, if half understood, seem to 
a later age mysterious hints. The tendency to a metaphysical 
exaltation of the Messiah's figure, natural to a discontented 
age of Epigoni, necessarily received special stimulus from such 
songs and obscure prophetic utterances. 

Thus, from the frequent poetic use of the word " ever-> 
lasting," the reign of the Messiah came to be regarded, even 
more than in the Prophets, as an '' everlasting " reign, free 
from all limitations of time.^ Thus, too, the predicate " God," 

> Pb. IxziL 17, cz. 4. 
VOL. II. 2 F 
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was applied to the Messiah in a sense quite different from 
what it had when predicated of an ancient king.^ The con- 
ception involved in the expression " Son of God/' " the begotten 
of God," was given a much more mystic signification.' The 
Messiah was thought of as sitting at the right hand of God, 
sharing in the honour of His sovereignty,' a royal Priest 
after the order of Melchisedek> His marriage with the 
Church might be already found in a mystic sense in the 
Old Testament.^ His resurrection,^ and His being bom of a 
virgin/ could be taught as dogmas. To Him was ascribed 
the rule over all things after He had been made '' for a little 
while " lower than the angels.^ 

Thus this secondary meaning of Scripture gave the picture 
of Christ a much more vivid and popular character, and 
at the same time contributed largely to the superhuman and 
metaphysical view of His exaltation and glorification. And it 
is just to this part of prophecy that the Christian Church has 
turned with special delight, in order to discover there predic- 
tions of her Lord's sufferings, and of the glory that should 
follow. 

1 Ps. xly. 7. » Ps. u. 7. 

» Pb. ex. 1 (1 Kings ii. 19). * Ps. ex. 4. 

" Ps. xly., perhaps also in the aUegorical interpretation of the Song of 
Songs. 
• B. J. liii. 12 ; Ps. xvi. 10 ; Hos. vi. 2. 
' Isa. Tii. 14. • Ps. viii. 6. 
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Ephraim, L 147, 157. 
Epigoni, L 327, 331 ff. 
Essenes, i. 410, 433 ; iL 398. 
Esther, i. 78 ; ii. 19. 



Etmiity, ii. 142, 147. 

Eudsemonism, ii. 65. 

Evil, ii. 269 ff., 818. 

Ewald, i. 8, 84, 98, 126, 127, 265, and 

often. 
Exile, L 224. 

Existence of God, ii. lOOff. 
Ezekiel, L 322. 



F. 



Face of God, ii. 143, 220. 
Faith, iL 31 ff., 98. 
Faithfulness, L 215 ; iL 156. 
Fall, iL 299 ff. 
Fasts, i. 372, 402, 431. 
Fat, i. 379. 

Father, God the, ii. 138. 
Fathers of Israel, ii. 6, 91. 
Favour, L 176 ; iL 90. 
Fear of God, L 187. 
Feasts, L 189, 202 ff., 359 ff. 
Feuerbach, L 87. 
First-bom, iL 10. 
Firstling, L 189, 202 f.; iL 10. 
Flesh, 1. 899; iL 112, 242 ff., 300 f., 
314 f. 
eating of, i. 356, 375 ; ii. 76. 
Folly, ii. 284. 

Food, laws of, L 190 ; iL 75 ff. 
Foreign elements, L 437 f. 
Foreigners, L 144 ; iL 18, 60 ff. 
Freedom, iL 197. 



G. 



Gabler, 1. 80. 
Gad, L 114. 
Gazer, L 268. 
Geflken, ii. 177. 
Gehenna, iL 376. 
Generation, ii. 70. 
Gesenius, i. 382. 
Gnostics, i. 33. 
God, iL 79 ff., 100 ff. 

Being of, iL 100 ff. 

glory of, iL 168 ff. 

names of, i, 102, ii. 116, 122 ff. 

people of, iL 365. 

Servant of, i. 267, 301, 810 ff ; IL 96. 

Son of, ii. 9, 115, 342. 

tosee, iL 81, 121 f. 
do Goeje, L 227. 
Goodness, i. 215. 
Grace, iL 90, 178 f. 
Grau, L 98. 
GuUt, ii. 306 ff. 
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H. 



Hananiah, L 808. 

Hand, filling of, i. 198. 

Hand, laying on of, i. 391. 

Haran, i. 98. 

Hardening of heart, L 293 ; ii. 205, 

207. 
Haughtiness, ii. 286, 373. 
Havemick, i. 84. 
Heart, ii. 248. 
Heathen, ii. 297, 373 ff. 

Conversion of, ii. 376 ff. 
Hebrews, i. 99, 110. 
He4jaz, i. 98, 101. 
Hegel, i. 38. 
Hell, ii. 375 f. 
Hellenists, i. 412. 
Hengstonberg, i. 290 ; ii. 442. 
Herder, i. 80. 

Hereditary gailt, il 244, 297 tf. 
Hezekiah, i. 230 ff. 
High places, i. 121, 206 ff. 
High Priest, i. 334, 
Hitzig, i. 101, 417 ; ii. 267, 300, etc. 
Hoekstra, i. 319. 
Hoffmann, i. 265, 276, 279. 
V. Hofmann, i. 57 ; ii. 823. 
Holiness, ii. 868 f. 
Holiness of God, L 400 ; ii. 131, 166 ff., 

196. 
Holy. i. 375 ; ii. 227. 

of Holies, i. 351 ff. 

Place, i. 205 ff. ; u. 368 f. 
Hope, i. 325 ; ii. 36. 
Hosts, ii. 140. 

Hnldah, i. 246, 345 f., 411 f. 
Hnmanisation, iL 104. 
Humanity, ii. 376. 
Hyssop, 1. 372. 



I. 



Idolatet, i 145, 160, 178, 222, 291, 

303, 324 ; ii. 12, 286. 
Idols, L 207 ; ii. 257. 

Sons of the Gods, i 184 ; ii. 217. 
Image of God, I 209 ; ii. 257. 
Images of God, i. 149 f. ; ii. 48, 112. 
Immannel, iL 408 ff. 
Immorality, ii. 287. 
Immortality, ii 82 f., 260 f., 264 ff., 

826 ff. 
Immutability, iL 147. 
Impurity, ii. 285. 
Incense, L 190, 856, 873 f. 
Incest, L 802. 



Inheritance, ii. 8. 
Insanity, L 254.. 
Inspiration, L 420 ; iL 204. 
Intercession, L 268 ; ii. 227. 



J. 



Jahye, iL 131 ff. 

Zidkenu, ii. 418. 
Jealousy, iL 178 f., 177. 
Jehoiachin, L 305. 
Jehu, L 159. 
Jephthah, i. 114. 

Jeremiah, L 75, 249, 267, 308, 818. 
Jerubbaal, L 148. 

Jerusalem, L 154 ff., 806 ff., 825 ff.; 
ii. 89. 

New, u. 828, 871 f. 
Jeshurun, ii. 29. 
Jews, L 331. 
Joel, L 70, 297. 
Jonah, i. 75. 
Joshua, L 141, 826. 
Josiah, i. 802. 
JubUee, L 862 f. 
Jud^, L 143. 
Judith, ii 21, 45. 



E. 



Katseb, i. 13, 88. 

Kalil, L 376. 

Kant, i. 35. 

EeU, L 393. 

King, i. 163 ff. ; ii. 418 f. 

Kingdom of God, iL 7, 197 ff., 854 ff. 

Knowledge of God, ii. 118 ff. 

Kohen, i 343. 

Konig, L 240. 

Kdppen, L 42. 

Kosters, L 330 ; iL 215, 217, 232. 

Kuenen, L 84, 188, 159, 178, 265, etc. 



L. 



Land, L 122, 185, 265. 

Lane, L 275. 

Lassen, L 98. 

Law, L 176, 188, 321, 328, 383 f. ; iL 

37, 80, 84. 
Leaven, i 865 f., 374. 
Legend, i 18, 185. 
Leo, L 98. 
Leprosy, ii. 78. 
I jessing, i. 181. 
Levi, L 145, 149, 197, 828. 
Levites, i 387 ff. 
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Life,ii. 82 f., 310 ff. 

Oodof, ii. 112, 130. 

Tree of, ii. 261. 
Lisch, ii. 231. 
Logos, ii. 165 ff. 
Lot, i. 284. 
Lotze, i. 42. 
Love of God, i. 187 ; ii. 167 ff. 

to God, u. 12. 
LustrationB, L 187, 372. 
Lutz, i. 8, 84 ; ii. 25. 
Lying, ii. 284. 



M. 



Maooabees, ii. Book of, ii. 394. 
Madmen, i. 254, 276. 
Madness (ecstatic), i. 254, 275. 
Malach, ii. 218 ff. 
Malachi, ii. 19. 
. Man, ii. 241 ff. 

Son of, ii. 489 f. 
Manasseh, i. 283. 
Manna, ii. 216. 

Marriage, i. 215 ; ii. 51, 260, 263. 
Matter, ii. 185. 
Mazzebah, i. 210. 
Mazzoth, i. 366. 
Meohonah, ii. 233. 
Mediator, ii. 91 f. 
Menken, ii. 168. 
Merits, ii. 34 f. 
Messiah, ii. 387 ff., 399 ff. 
Messianic hope i. 168 f., 228, 230, 
321 ff. 

kingdom, ii. 369 f. 
Micah, i. 70. 

Miracle, i. 297 ff. ; ii. 116, 145, 192 ff. 
Moloch, i. 233 f. 
Monolatry, i. 178. 
Monotheism, i. 34 f., 101, 175 f., 226 ff., 

276. 
Moral Law, i. 219 ff. 
Morality, i. 147 ff., 213 ff. ; ii. 52 ff. 
Moses, 1. 125ff., 164. 

Work of, i. 63, 131 ff. 
Muller, J. G., ii. 443. 

Max, i. 23, 98. 
Murder, ii. 88. 
Music, i. 243. 
Mutilation, ii. 74. 
Myth, i. 17 ff., 113 ff., 185. 



N. 

Nabi, i. 240 ff., 264 f. 

Name (new), ii. 368. 

Nature, order of, ii. 180 ff., 191 ff. 



Nature religions, L 42 ff. 

sympathy with, i. 58 f.; iL 74, 
Nazirite, i. 161 ff., 401. 
Necromancy, i. 253. 
Nehemiah, i. 331. 
Nehushtan, i. 93, 150. 
Nethinim, L 343. 
New moon, i. 204, 244. 
New year, i. 363, 368. 
Nisan, i. 363. 
Nob, i. 212. 



0. 

Oath, ii. 70. 
Obadiah, i. 71. 
Obed-Edom, L 114. 
Oehler, L 81, 85, and often. 
Offering, i. 373 ff. 
Omnipotence, ii. 151. 
Omnipresence, ii. 149. 
Omniscience, ii. 149. 
Oracle, i. 212. 

(Massa), i. 266. 
Ordinances, i. 329. 
Original sin, ii. 292 ff. 



P. 



Pailable, i. 276 f. 
Particularism, i. 177 ff.; ii. 13 ff. 
Passover, i. 197, 203, 363 ff. 
Patriarchal age, i. 60, 86 ff. 

prophecies, ii. 347. 
Patriarchs, ii. 6, 91. 
Pentateuch, i. 64, 72. 
Pentecost, i. 366 f. 
Persian influences, i. 329. 

period, i. 69. 

religion, i. 47 ff. 
Persooality, i. 806. 

of God, u. 100 ff. 
Pharisees, L 409, 433 ; ii 396. 
Philo, ii. 443. 
Philosophy, ii. 83. 
Pietism, i. 1, 328. 
Poverty, i. 58. 
Prayer, i. 871 f. 
Pre-existence, ii. 250 ff. 

of Christ, ii. 440, 446. 
Presence of God, i. 353 ff. 
Preservation, ii. 189 f. 
Priestly consecration, i. 399. 
Priests, L 186, 190 f., 197 ff., 222, 

307 ff. ; ii. 10, 93, 427. 
Primeval condition, ii. 258 f. 
Prophets, i. 151 ff. 186, 221 ff., 
235-300, 412; ii. 424 ff. 
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Prophets, calling of, L 250 ff. 

duties of, i. 266 ff. 

false, i. 232 ff., 807. 

names of, i. 264 fL 

persecutions of, i. 270 f. 

religion of, i. 228, 248 ff. 

schools of, i. 240 ff. 

speech of, L 272 ff. 

writings of, i. 280. 
Proselyt^ i. 425. 
Protevangelium, ii. 843. 
Proverbs, L 279. 
Providence, ii. 191 ff. 

belief in, u. 200 ff. 
Psalms, i. 71, 74, 429, 485 ; iL 898. 

of ascent, L 828. 

Solomonic, ii 444. 
Pnre, ii. 168. 
Purifications, L 187 f., 872 f.; ii 60. 



Q. 

QOHELBTH, i 78, 432. 
Qbrban, i. 374. 



Rosch, ii 441. 
Rust, i. 40. 
Ruth, i 75 ; ii 18. 



Rainbow, ii. 6. 
Ransom, i 889, 892. 
Rapture, i. 254, 274 ff. 
Rechabites, i 91, 159, 168. 
Reconciliation, i 306, 857 ; ii 87 ff. 

conditions of, ii 99 f. 

consciousness of, ii. 99 f. 

grounds of, ii. 92 ff. 

umits of, ii 291. 
Redemption, ii 29, 861. 
Reichel, ii. 441. 
Religious community, i 826 ff. 

instruction, i. 174 fil 
Renan, i 87, 97. 
Repentance, ii. 96. 

of God, ii. 109. 
Rephaim, ii. 826. 
Restoration of Israel, ii. 868. 
Resurrection, i 330 ; ii 820 ff., 329 ff. 

of individuals, ii. 384 ff. 

of Israel, ii. 882 ff. 
Retribution, ii. 198, 207. 
Revelation, i 109, 182 f.; ii 118 f., 

228 ff. 
Riehm, i 25, 274, 290, 882, 896 ; ii 

230. 
Righteousness, ii 22ff., 867 ff. 

of the Law, ii 38 ff. 
Rink, i 382. 
Rock, i. 240, 264. 
Rontsch, i 98. 



S 



Sabbath, i 204 f., 244, 826, 360 ff.; 

ii. 6, 49. 
Sabbatical year, i. 886. 
Sacrifice, i 92, 188 ff., 876 ff.; ii. 87. 

cycle of, i 400 S, 

human, i 191f., 885 f., 894. 

law of, i 188 ff.; ii 87 ff. 
Sadducees, i 410, 488 ; ii 899. 
Salt, i 874; ii 3, 72. 
Samaritan, i 327, 881 ; ii 17. 
Samson, i 114. 
Samuel, i 151 ff., 289, 244. 
Sanctuary, i 205 ffl; ii 869 ff. 
Satan, i 880; ii 275 ff. 
Satyrs, ii. 271. 
Saul, i 153, 166, 289, 212. 
Scepticism, ii. 218, 
ScheUing, i 40 f. 
Schleiermacher, i 83, 282. 
Schmidt, i 81. 
Schrader, i 90, 826 ; ii 185. 
Scoffing, ii. 284, 290. 
Scribe, i 881, 418 ff. 
Scripture, i 328 f., 406 ff., 418 ff. 

double sense of, ii. 446 fL 
Sects, i 432 ff. 
Seer, i 268. 
Seineke, i 819. 
Self-righteousness, i. 828 f. 
Semites, i 44 f., 97 ff. 
Semler, i 88, 80. 
Seraphim, i. 185 ; ii 238. 
Serpent, i 231; ii 272 ff. 

seed of, ii 848 ff. 
Serving-woman, i 342. 
Shaddai, ii 130. 
Shamelessness, ii. 290 f. 
Shechem, i. 145. 
Shem, ii 846 ff. 
Sheol, ii 821 ft 
Shepherds, i. 269. 
Shewbraad, i 218, 855. 
Shiloh, i 147, 212 f.; ii 337 ff. 
Shoot, ii 420. 
Sibvi ii 444. 
Sickness, ii 73. 

Sign, i 185 ff., 276 f., 298 f. ; ii. 195 ff. 
Sin, u. 281 ff 

consciousness of, ii. 43, 806 ff. 
universality of, ii 292 ff. 
Sinai, i 121, 128, 130, 185, 207. 
Sinlessness, ii 24, 292. 
Sin-offering, i. 380. 
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SlaTery, ii. 11. 

Smend, i. 206. 

Smith, Robertson, i. 102, 386. 

Solomon, i. 154 ff. 

Soothsaying, i. 250 ff., 281 ff., 288 ff. 

Soul, ii. 246 ff. 

Spencer, i. 33, 284. 

Spirit of God, u. 180 ff., 189 ff., 202 ff., 

218 ff., 270, 405 f: 
Holy, ii. Ill, 121. 
Spirituality, it 110 ff. 
Sprout, ii. 422. 
Stade, i 9, 122, 178, 194 ; ii. 184, 

326 827 
Star-worship, iL 217, 227 ff. 
Statutes, ii. 64. 
Stein, i. 81. 
Steinthal, i. 98. 
8teudel, i. 84, 131. 
Stone-worship, i 120, 207 ff. 
Strauss, L 87. 
Stuhr, i. 42. 

Substitution, i. 318, 387 ff.; ii. 213. 
Sufferings of the righteous, i. 232, 305, 

310 ff.; ii. 96, 352. 
Suicide, i. 218. 
Swear, i. 804. 
Symbol, i 276, 279. 
Sympathy, i. 58 f.; ii. 74. 
Synagogue, i. 428 ff. 



T. 



Tabernacle, i. 211, 349 ff. 

feast of, i. 336. 
Targuro, iL 444. 
Temple, i. 156 ff., 333 f., 428. 
TempUtion, ii. 272 ff. 
Teraphim, i. 93, 119, 149, 284. 
Thankoffering, i. 378 ff. 
Theocracy, i. 136. 
Theodicy, ii. 205 ff. 
Theophany, i. 186 f., 278 ; ii 105 ff. 
Toleration, i. 180. 
Traducianism, ii. 182. 
Transcendentalism, iL 114 ff. 
Transfiguration, i. 276. 
Tree- worship, L 120, 207, 208. 
Trial, iL 211 f. 

Trustworthiness, i. 215 ; ii. 156. 
Trathfulness, iL 52, 156. 
Type, ii. 353. 
Typology, L 350. 



U. 

Unbelief, iL 290. 

Unchastity, ii. 288. 

Universalism, ii. 20, 376 ff., 880. 

Unnatural unions, ii. 74. 

Ur of the Chaldees, L 106. 

Uriah, i. 308. 

Urim, L 128. 284, 346, 411. 

V. 

Vatkb, L 39, 83, 141. 
Virtues, L 214ff. 
Vision, i. 277. 
Vow, L 191 f., 371 f. 

W. 

Wasminos, i. 872. 

Watchman, L 268 f. 

Water, pouring out of, L 189, 372. 

Weiss, L 79. 

Welcker, L 28, 113. 

Wellhausen, L 9, 131, 164, 190, 410, 

etc. 
Wendt, iL 246, 248, 315. 
de Wette, i. 12, 84 ; ii. 112, 154. 
Wieseler, iL 440. 
Wine, L 168. 
Wisdom, L 216; iL 83 ff., 121. 

of God, iL 161 f. 

of Solomon, ii. 398. 
Woman, ii. 305. 

seed of, iL 343 ff. 
Women employed in worship, i. 342. 
Wonder, L 297 ff.; iL 115, 145, 192 ff. 
Word of God, iL 118 ff., 165, 184 ffl 
Works, righteousness by, L 225 f.; iL 

34, 38. 
World, government of, ii. 198. 
Worship, i. 102 ff., 158, 174 ff., 187 ff., 
333 ff. 

law of, L 188, 333 ff. 

places of, L 188, 205 ff., 302. 
Wurster, L 73. 

Y. 
Year-week, ii. 440. 

Z. 

Zacharijs, L 82. 
Zechariah, i. 70, 249. 
Zedekiah, L 307. 
Zerubbabel, L 326 ff: 
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|il3M Abaddon, destruction, 


, iL 325. 


nj ^3K Father of Spoil, 

 


. ii. 404. 


|)^3« needy, 


. ii. 298. 


T3K strong, 

• T 


. ii. 129. 


n*^K mighty, 


ii. 129. 


DIK man, Adam, 

T T. 


. i. 115. 


fHK also in plur. D^3^X| Lord, 


. i. 122. 


fftnyn ^nk tent of testimony, . . . . 


i. 351. 


3^N soothsayer, ventriloquist, 


. i. 250, 258. 


Dnsni D^^K Light and Perfection, 


i. 284. 


r\Svi sign, miracle, .... 


. i. 260, ii. 195. 


m3TK remembrance, .... 


. i. 355. 


 •  

3i»K Job, the persecuted, 


. i. 319. 


D^^K wild beasts of desert, 


. ii. 275. 


n^K silliness, 


. ii. 284. 


i)K El, God, 


. ii. 128. 


nna i)K Covenant God, . . . . 

• • •• 


i. 145. 


itel ^ Divine Hero, .... 

• •• 


. ii. 404. 


fi'hv i« Most High God, . 


. ii. 129. 


^Cf fsK £1 Shaddai, God Almighty, . 


. ii. 130. 


n^« plur. D'n^«, Elohim, God, . 


. i. 170, ii. 126 


D^^^K No-gods, idols, 

• • v: 


. i. 304. 


e)K anger, 


. ii. 174. 


D^BK ?n« long-suffering, .... 


. ii. 178. 


rr^ sacrifice by fire, 

V • 


. i. 373, 375. 



tf7 
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ntss 

T T 

?3 

• v: T •• • 

' i ... 

rv\v ^33 
by? 

D^^ 13 

• -T 

fcn3 

TT 
• •• • 

nans 

T T 

r)85^3 

V 

n^3 



First-fruits, 

nothing, . 

worthlessness, 

High Place, 

son, 

sons of God, 

worthless fellows, 

wicked persons, 

Plur. D^bps, Master, Lord, 

dreamer, interpreter of dreams, 

clean-handed, . 

create, form, . 

in the beginning, 

blessing, . 

flesh, 

shame, . 

virgin, . 



. i367. 

. iLl83. 

. iL 281. 

. 1207. 

. iL 216. 

. i. 115. 

. iL281. 

. ii. 281. 

. L148. 

i. 252, 304. 

. iL23. 

. iil85. 

. iL185. 

. iL317. 

. ii 242, 3141 

. L 148, 304. 

. iL409. 



l^feU majesty, glory, 
f^MS reclaim, redeem, 

yra shoot, 



DSn-jn K\l Gehenna (valley of son of Hinnom), ii. 376. 
|1^jn K^l Valley of Vision, 
^Ir? wheel 
W^Wn logs, idols, 
D^ embryo, . 

V 

pTlfTI ni Proselytes proper. 



ii. 125. 

iL27. 

iL406. 



L241. 
ii. 233. 

i. 304. 

ii. 391. 

i. 427. 



'VT\ Holy of Holies, 
niWT silence, . 

«pt crushed, meek, 

D^ blood. 



i. 351. 
iL325. 
ii298. 
L385. 
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mo^ likeness, 

HDDn BtiUness (a voice of stillness), . 
D^n^T^ \ff^ practising necromancy, . 

n 

73n wind (of idols), 
^yn palace, temple, 
D*l^l D^^nbn the Levitical priests, 



ii. 257. 

i. 186, ii. 106. 
i. 258. 



T 



rai 

• "••• 

't T T 



slaughter, sacrifice, 
gold, 

memorial, 
elders, 



nrh 
rrrn 

T • 

V V 

V 

T Tj 

,T : T 

An 

V - 

Don 

T T 

ai>iDn 
Din 



feast. 

Feast of Ingathering, 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

Feast of Booths, 

seer, prophet, . 

riddle, 

mercy, grace, . 

• 

sin, .... 

shoot, 

wise, 

plur. rtoan, Wisdom, 

fat,. 

to smooth the face of, 

wickedness, 

mercy, merciful, 

impious, . 

senseless, . 

court of the tabernacle, 

anger, . 

a banning, ban, 

High Priest's breast-plate. 



i. 304. 
i. 212. 
l337. 



i. 374. 
L364 
LI96. 
L164. 



1. 
1. 



1. 

L 

t 

1. 

• • 

11. 
1. 



IL 
1. 



1. 

• • 

11. 

 • 

11. 

• • 

lU 

• • 

11. 

1. 

. • 

u. 



1. 

 

1. 



203,361. 

368. 

366. 

368. 

264, 276. 

276. 

214, ii. 23. 

380, ii. 282. 

405. 

250. 

86. 

379. 

387. 

281. 

178. 

285. 

284. 

356. 

174. 

391, 393. 

346. 
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nnp purify, 
KOQ unclean, 



i3d9. 
ii 166. 



UT marry deceased brother's childless 

wife, ii. 63. 



^3jn^ wizard, 


1260. 


D^'niT Jews, 

• S 


i. 331. 


^ai^ Jubilee, . . . . . 


L 363. 


mn^ Jahve, Jehovah, . . . . 

V : ~ 


ii. 13, 131 fL 


nixav Pnn^ Jehovah of Hosts, . . . . 

T : V : " 


iil39. 


V^nv miT Jehovah our Righteousness, 


. ii. 418. 


rr\7V Di^ The day of the Lord, 


ii. 356. 


• • 

D^l^"t3n 2\^ He who sits upon the Cherubim, . 


ii. 230. 


1B^ upright, righteous, . . . , 


. iL23. 


ine^ Jeshurun, 


u. 29. 


•rias glory, 


ii. 125. 


D2I3 to wash clean, .... 

•• • 


. ii. 99. 


pb priest, 


. i. 127, 202, 343. 


^^3 whole burnt-offering. 


. i. 375, 376. 


nD33 synagogue, 

V : 


. i. 429. 


nD3 cover up, 


. iL99. 


^D3i ^'•DS headstrong folly, foolish, 

V V • : 


. ii. 284. 


AD 3 silver, 


. i. 376. 


Ifibi ")B3 to cover, atone, atonement, 

y •• • 


. i. 389, 398. 


JTlbS covering, mercy-seat. 


. i. 354. 


D^an3 Cherubim, .... 

• • * 

• 

3^ heart, mind, .... 

•• 


/ L 185, 352, 354. 
\il229ff. 


. ii. 252. 


gfab clothe, 


. i 266. 


D»1^ Levites, 


. i. 337, 426. 
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HB^ Dr6 food of sacrifice by fire, . 
D^Jdn Dr6 shewbread (bread of the face), 

• T - r V 



scomer. 



i. 373. 

i. 355. 

ii. 284. 



T 

HDto 

T 

rw\o 

V 

mto 
nam 

* •• • • 

T3TD 

• : - 

xx&to 

T 

mn^ nnK «^d 
ripo 

T • 

• • • 

nTOD 
rSto 

T : • 

mn^ 131 Ktoo 

- : T- 

n^nyn pete 

••T '- 8 * 
T T 



correction, inBtmction, . 
remarkable occurrence, miracle, 
fixed time, appointed feast, 
goings forth, issues, 
Moses (derivation of), 
(1) teacher, (2) early rain, 
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* No preacher who TalneN his ministry can afford to be a Don-snbscriber to the ^ Foreign^ 
Theological Library." The sabttcription is almost ridioalously small in comparison to 
the yalue received.' — Homiliti, 
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ESSRS. CLARK beg to inyite the attention of Clergymen and edocated 
Laymen to this Series. 

Forty-five years have now elapsed since the commencement of the Foreign 
TuBOLOGiCAL LiBRART, and during that time Four Volumes annually (or 180 
in all) hare appeared with the utmost regularity. 

It is now, however, difficult to preserve this regularity; and, whilst the 
Publishers will contioue to issue translations of the best German and French 
works, they will do so as occasion offers, and thus the publications will be even 
more select. 

In completing the Foreign Theological Library as a series, they desire 
anew to express their grateful thanks to the Subscribers for their support. 

They trust and believe that the whole series has exercised, through the 
care with which the books have been selected, a healthy influence upon the 
progress of theological science in this country and the United States. 

In order to bring the Foreign Theological Library more within the reach 
of all, it has been decided to allow a selection of 

EIGHT VOLUMES at the Subsoription Price of TWO GUINEAS 

(or more at the same ratio), from the works issued previous to 1888, a complete 
list of which will be found on the following page. 

N.B, — No duplicates can be included in such selections. 



The Volumes issued during 1888-1890 were:— 

1888.-4iAaSELB OOMHBNTABT ON ESTHER. 

EWALD'8 OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. 
KEILm BIBLIOAL ABCHAOLOGT. VOL U (complsiion). 
DELITZ8CH*8 NEW OOKMENTABT ON OENE8I8. V6L I. 

i£S9.— DEUTZSt'U'S NEW OOMHENTART ON GENESIS. VoL XL (oomplatton). 
ORELU'S GOMMftNTART ON ISAIAH. 
ORELLTS COHHENTART ON JEREKIAH. 
LVTHARDTS HISTORT OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS. V(fl. t 

1^99.— SCHi7RER*S HISTORT OF THE JEWISH FEOFLE IN THE TIHE OF JESUS 
CHRIST. First DivlslOB. a Vols. 

DELITZSCH'S OOMKEMTART ON ISAIAH. New Sdltion. 8 V<dl. 

N.B,^To complete Sets, any of the above Yearly Issues nuiy be had at the Subscription 

Price of Twenty- ooe Shillings. 



THE FOREIGN THEOLOGIC AL LIBRARY. 

The following are the Works from which a Selection of Eight Volumes for £2, it. (or more at the 
tame rado) may be made. (Non-sukMcriptioo Price within bradcets) : — 

Alexander— OonuiMBtarj oa Iialata. Two Vols. Qln.) 



Bavnigartenr-Tlie Hlstoiy of the Cnntroli la the ApostoUo Age. Three Vols. (Z7a.) 
Bleek— latroduotion to the New Teetament. Two Vols. (21s.) 
Ohrlitlieb— Modem Douht and Ohrlitiui Belief: OneVoL Ow. 6d.) 



Delltuoh— OoBuneiitary on Job. Two Vols. (21a.) Nrw EditiaH sk^rtfy. 

OoMmeatary oa the Piabna. Three Vols. (Sli. 6d.) 

Oonuaeataiy oa the Prorerbi of Solomoa. Two Vols. (2U.) 

Ooauaeatary oa Soag of Solomoa aad EoOleilaatea. One Vol. (10s. 6d.) 

Oommeataiy oa the Propheoles of IsaJah. Two Vols. (218.) 

OoBuneataiy oa Epistle to the Hebrews. Two Vols. (21a) 

A System of BlbUoal Psychology. OneVoL (iU.) 
DdUlager— Hippolytas aad Oaillstns; or. The Oharoh of Bone : A.D. 200-280. One VoL (7^ 6d.) 
Doraer—A System of Ohrlstiaa Dootrlae. Four Vols. (42s.) 

History of the Developmeat of the Dootrlae of the Persoa of Ohrlst. Five Vols. (SSa. 6d.) 

Ebrard— Oommeatary oa the BpUtles of St. Joha. One VoL (10s. Od.) 

The Oospel mstory. One VoL (lOi- 6^) 

I**' ApologeUos. Three VoU. (81s. 6d.) 

Ewald— BeTdattoa : lU Natnre aad Beoord. One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 
Fraak— System of Ohrlstiaa Oertataty. One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 
Oebhardt— Dootrlae of the Apooalypse. One VoL ilOs. 6d.) 
Oeriaoh— Oommeatary oa the Pentateuch. One Vol. (10s. 6d.) 
Oleseler— Oompeadlnm of Eoolesiastloal History. Four Vols. (42s.) 
Oodet— OoBuneataiy on St. Lake's OospeL Two Vols. (21s.) 

Oommentary on St. John's Oospel. Three Vols. (31s. 6d.) 

Oommeatary oa the Epistle to the Bomaws. Two Vols. (21a) 

Ooauaeatary oa 1st Oorlathlaas. Two Vols. (21a) 

Ooebel— Oa the Parables. One VoL (10s. 6d.) 
Hageabaoh— History of the Befonaatloa. Two Vols. (21a) 

History of Ohrlstiaa Dootrlaes. Three Vols. (Sis. 6d.) 

Harless— A System of Ohrlstiaa Ethloa. One VoL (10s. 6d.) 
Baupt— Oommentary on the First Epistle of St. JOha. One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 
Haveralok— Qeaeraf latrodaotloa to the Old Testameat. One VoL (10s. ed.) 
Heagsteaberg— Ohnstology of the Old Testameat. Four Vols. (42b.) 

Oommeataxy oa the Psabas. Three Vols. (3Ss.) 

Oa the Book of Eooleslastes, eta eta One Vol. (9s.) 

Ooamieatazy oa the Oospel of St. Joha. Two Vols. (21a) 

Oommeataiy on EsekieL One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 

Dissertations on the Oenalneness of Daniel, eta One VoL (1 28.) 

The Kingdom of Ood nader the Old Oovenant. Two Vols. (21s.) 

Kell— IntrodaoUon to the Old Testament Two Vols. (21s.) 
 Oommentary on the Pentatench. Three Vols. (Sla 6d.) 

~ Oommentary on Joshaa, Judges, aad Buth. One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 

. Ooauaeatary oa the Books ozSamueL One Vol. (10s. 6d.) 

Oommeataiy oa the Books of Kings. One Vol. (10s. 6d.) 

Oommentary on the Books of Ohronloles. One VoL (lOs. Od.) 

Oommentary on Ezra, Nehemlah, and Esther. One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 

Oommentary on Jeremiah and Lamentations. Two Vols. (21a) 

Oommentary on EiekleL Two Vols. (21s.) 

Oommentary on the Book of DanleL One VoL (lOs. 6d.) 

Oommentary on the Iflnor Prophets. Two Vols. (21a) 

Blblloal AnuiBBology. Two Vols. (21s.) 

Kurts— History of the Old Oorenant ; or. Old Testament Dispensation. Three Vols. (Sis. 6d.) 
Lange— Oommentaiy on the Oospels of St. Matthew aad St Mark. Three Vols. (Sla 6d.) 

Oommentary on the Oospel of St. Luka Two Vols. (18s.) 

Oommentary on the Oospel of St. John. Two Vols. (21a) 

Luthardt— Oommentary on the Oqspel of St. John. Three vols. (Sis. 6d.) 
Maodonald— Introduotlon to the Pentateuoh. Two Vols. (21s.) 
Martensea— Ohrlstiaa Dogmatics. One Vol. (10s. 6d.) 

i«!= Christian Ethics. Craneral— Social— JhdmduaL Three Vols. (81s. 6d.) 

Mttller— The Ohristian Doctrine of Sin. Two Vols. (2l8.) 

Murphy— Oommentary on the Psalms. To couni as Two Volumes. One Vol. (12k.) 

Neander— Oeneral History of the Ohrlstiaa Bellgloa and Ohuroh. Nine Vols. (t>7a 6d.) 

Oehler— Blblioai Theology of the Old Testament Two Vols. (21s.) 

Olshausen— Oommentary on the Oospels aad Acta Four Vols. (42a) 

Oommentary on Epistle to the Bomaas. One VoL (10a 6a.) 

Oommentaiy on Epistles to the Oorlnthlans. One VoL (9a) 

Oommentary on Phllipplans, Titus, and 1st Timothy. One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 



OreUi—Propheoy regarding Oonsummation of Ood'B Kingdom. One Vol. (10a 6d.) 
Philippi— dommentaiy on Epistle to Romans. Two Vols. (21a) 
A &Mffw— BncTOloPBBdla of Theology. Two Vols. (21 s.) 
Bitter— Oomparatiye Oeography of Palestine. Four Vols. (26a) 
Sartarius— Tne Doctrine of Divine Lova One Vol. (lOs. 6d.) 

SchHrer- The Jewish People in the Time of Ohrlst Division II. Three Vols. (10b. 6d. each.) 
Shedd— History of Ohristian Doctrine. Two Vols. (21a) 
Steinmeyer— History of the Passion and Besurreotion or our Lord. One VoL (10s. 6d.) 

The Miracles of our Lord in relation to Modem Orlticlsm. One Vol. (7a 6d.) 

Stier— The Words of the Lord Jesus. Eight Vols. (10a 6d. per vol.) 

The Words of the Risen Saviour, and Oommentary on Epistle of St. James. One VoL (10a (d.) 

. The Words of the Apostles Expounded. One Vol. (10a 6d.) 

Tholuck— Oommentary on the Oospel of St John One Vol. (9e.) 
Ullmann— Reformers before the Beformatlon. Two Vols. (2l8.) 
^eiss— Biblical Theology of the New Testament Two Vols. (21a) 

The Life of Ohrlst Three Vols. r3la M.) 

Winer— OoUectlon of the Confessions of Ghrlsteadom. One Vol. (10s. 6d») 
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Adam ( J.» D.D.) — ^An Exposition of the Epistle of James. 8vo, 9s. 
Ahlfeld (Dr.), etc. — ^The Voice from the Cross. Cr. 8vo, price 5s. 
Alcock (Deborah) — The Seven Churches of Asia. Is. 
Alezander(Prof. W.LindBay) — BiblicalTheology. TwovoIs. 8vo,2l8. 
Alexander (Dr. J. A.) — Commentary on Isaiah. Two vols. Svo, ITs. 
Allen (Prof. A. V. G.) — Life of Jonathan Edwards. Fcap. Svo, 6s. 
Andrews (8. J.) — The Life of our Lord. Large post Svo, 9s. 
Ante-Nicene .Christian Library — ^A Collection of all the Works 

or THX Fathers of the Christiak Church prior to the Coukciii of 
NiCJBA. Twenty-four vols. Svo, Subscription price, £6, 6a. 

Angiistine*s Works — Edited by Marcus Dods, D.D. Fifteen vols. 

Syo, Subscription price, £8, 198. nett. 

Bannerman (Prof.) — ^The Church of Christ. Two vols. Svo, 21s. 
Bannerman (D. D., D.D.) — The Doctrine of the Church. Svo, 12s. 
Bamngarten (Professor) — ^Apostolic History. Three vols. Svo, 27s. 
Beck (Dr.)-r-OuTUNEs of Biblical Psychology. Crown Svo, 4s. 

Pastoral Theology in the New Testament. Crown Svo, 63. 

Bengel — Gnomon of the New Testament. With Original Notes, 

Explanatory and lUustratiye. Five vols. 8vo, Subscription price, Sis. 6d. 
Cheaper EdUion, the Jive volumes bound in three^ 248. 

Besser's Christ the Life of the World. Price 6s. 
Bible-Class Handbooks. Crown Svo. 

Binnie (Prof.)— The Church, la. 6d. 

Brown (Principal) — ^The Epistle to the Romans, 2s. 

Candlish (Prof.) — The Christian Sacrainente, Is. 6d. — The Work of the 
Holy Spirit, Is. 6d. — Christian Doctrine of God, Is. 6d. 

Davidson (Prof.) — The Epistle to the Hebrews, 28. 6d. 

DoDS (Prof.) — Poet-Exilian Prophets, 2s. Book of Genesis, 28. 

Douglas (Principal) — Book of Joshua, Is. 6d. Book of Judges, Is. Sd. 
Obadiah to Zepbaniab, Is. 6d. 

Hauiltom (T., D.D.) — Irish Presbyterian Church History, 2s. 

Hemdekson (Archibald, D.D.) — Palestine, with Maps, 2s. 6d. 

Ikmes (A. Tatlor) — Church and State. 3s. 

Kilpatrick (T. B., B.D.) — Butler's Three Sermons on Human Nature, Is. 6d. 

Likdsay (Prof.)— St. Mark's Gospel, 2s. 6d.— St Luke's Gospel, Part I., 2s.; 
Part II., Is. 3d. — The Reformation, 2s. — ^The Acts of the Apostles, two 
vols., Is. 6d. each. 

Macqregor (Prof.) — Galatians, 1& 6d. Exodus. Two vols., 2s. each. j 

Macphersok (John, M.A.) — Presbyterianism, Is. 6d. The IVestminster 
Confession of Faith, 28. The Sum of Saving Knowledge, Is. 6d. 

MuRPHT (Prof.) — The Books of Chronicles, Is. 6d. 

Reith (Geo., M.A.J — St. John's Gkwpel. Two vols., 28. each. 

SCRYMGEOUR (TYu.) — LesBons on the Life of Christ, 28. 6d. . 

Stalker (Jakes, D.D.)— Life of Christ, Is. 6d. Life of St. Paul, Is. 6d. ' 

Smith (George, LL.D.) — A Short History of Mianons, 2s. 6d. 1 

Thomson ( W. D., M. A.)— Christian MiraclMsnd Conclusions of Science, 2s. | 

Walker (Normak L., D.D.)— Scottish Church History, Is. 6d. 

Whtte (Alexander, D.D.) — ^The Shorter Catechism, 28. 6d. 

BlUe-Olasa Primers. Paper covers, 6d. each ; free hy post, 7d. In ! 

doth, 8d. each ; free by post, 9d. | 

OAua.11 (Rev. Hugh, M.A.)-~'The Story of Jerusalem. I 

Croskkrt (ProfO— Joahna and the Conquest. Givbn (Prof.) — The Kings of Jndah. 
Oloao (Patok J., D.D.)— Life of PsuL Ivbraor (Jamss, M.A.)— Lire of Moses. 
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Bible-Glass Primers — continued. 

Patbrsoit (Prof. J. A.) — Period of the Jndg^es. 

BoBSON (JoHir, D.D.) — Outlines of Protestant Hissions. 

Salmond (Prof.) — Life of Peter. The Shorter Catechism, 8 Parts. Life of Christ 

SooTT (0. A., 6.D.) — Life of Abraham. 

Skixxer (J., Prof. >— Historical Connection between Old and New Testaments. 

Smith (H. W., D.I).>— Outlines of Early Church History. 

Thomson (P., M. A.>--Lif e of David. Walkxb (W. , M. A.)— The Kings of Israel 

WiMTBBBOTHAM (IUyner, M. A.) — Life and Beign of Solomon. 

WiTHKROW (Prof?) — The History of the Bef ormation. 

Blaikie (Prof. W. G., D.D.) — The Preachers of Scotland from the 

6th to the 19th Century. Post 8vo, 78. 6d. 

Blake (Buchanan, B.D.)— How to Read Isaiah. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

How TO Read the Prophets. Crown 8vo, 48. 

Bleek'B Introduction to the New Testament. Two vols. 8vo, 2 Is. 
Bowman (T., M.A.) — Easy and Complete Hebrew Course. 8vo. 

Part I., 78. 6d. ; Part II., IDs. 6d. 

BxJggB (Prof.) — ^Biblical Study: Its Principles, Methods, and 

History. Second Edition, post 8yo, 7s. 6d. 

American Presbyterianism. Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Messianic Prophecy. Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Whither? ATheologicalQuestionfortheTimes. Post8vo,7s.6d. 

Brown (David, D.D.)— Christ's Second Coming: Will it be Pre- 

Millennial T Seventh Edition, crown 8vo, 78. 6d. 

Brace (A. B., D.D.) — ^The Training of the Twelve ; exhibiting the 

Twelve Disciples under Discipline for the Apostleship. 4th Ed., 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

The Humiliation of Christ. 3rd Ed., 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

The Kingdom of God ; or, Christ's Teaching according to the 

Synoptical Gospels. New Edition, 78. 6d. 

Buchanan (Professor) — ^The Doctrine of Justification. 8vo, 18& 6d. 

On Comfort in Affliction. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

On Improvement of Affliction. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

Bnhl (Prof.)— Canon and Text of the Old Testament. 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
Bmigener(Felix)— RomeandtheCouncilin 19thCentury. Cr.8vo,5s. 
Calvin's Institutes of Christian Religion. (Translation. ) 2 vols. 8vo, 14s. 
Oalvini Institntio GhriBtianflB Beligionis. Curavit A. Tholugk. 

Two vols. 8vo, Snhflcription price, 148. 

Oandlish (Prof. J. S., D.D.)— The Kingdom of God, Biblically and 

Historically Considered. 8vo, IDs. 6d. 

Gaspari (0. E.) — A Chronological and Geographical Introduc- 
tion TO THB LiPR OP Christ. 8vo, Ts. 6d. 

Caspers (A.)— The Footsteps of Christ. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
Gassel (Prof.) — Commentary on Esther, 8vo, 10s. 6A 
Cave (Prof.)— The Scriptural Doctrine of Sacrifice and Atone- 
ment. SecoBd Edition, 8vo, IDs. 6d. 

An Introduction to Theology. 8vo, 12s. 

Chapman (Principal G., LL.D.) — Pre-Organic Evolution and the 

Biblical Idea of God. Crown 8vo, 68. 

Christlieb (Ihr.) — Modern Doubt and Christian Belief. Apologetic 

Lectures addressed to Earnest Seekers after Troth. 8vo, lOs. ed. 

Oremer (Professor) — ^Bibuco-Theological Lexicon of Nbw Testa- 

HEKT Greek. Third Edition, with Supplement, demy 4to, SSs. 

Orippen (Bev. T. O.) — A Popular Introduction to thi Histort 

OF Christian Doctbine. 8vo, 9s. 

Cunningham (Principal) — Historical Theology. Two vole. 8vo, 21s. 
Curtiss (Dr. 8. 1.)— The Levitical Priests. Crown Svo, 5s. 
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GurtiflS (Br. 8. I)— Franz Delttzsch: A Memorial Tribute. WUh 

Portrait, Crown 8vo, Ss. 

Bairidflon (Profeflsor) — An Introductory Hebrew Grammar. With 

Progressive Exercises in Reading and Writing. Tenth Edition, 8to, 7b. 6d. 

6 (Wm., M.A.) — PSEUDEPIGRAPUA : An Account of Certain 
Apocryphal Writings of the Jews and Early Christians. Post 8vo, 78. 6d. 

Delitzsch (Prof.)-- A System of Bibucal Psychology. 8vo, 128. 

— New Commentary on Genesis. Two Vols. 8vo, 2l8. 

— Comwuentary on Job, 2 vols., 21s. ; Psalms, 3 vols., 31s. 6d. ; 
Pboverbs of Solomon, 2 vols., 21s. ; Sono of Solomon and Ecolesiastes, 
lOs. 6d. ; Isaiah, Fourth Edition, re- written, 2 yols., 2l8. ; Hebrews, 
2 vols., 2l8. 

— Iris : Studies in Colour and Talks about Flowers. Post 8vo, 6s. 

— Messianic Prophecies in Historical Succession. Crown 



8vo, 5s. 

-( Doed ee — Manual of New Testament Hermeneutics. Cr. Svo, 3s, 

DSUinger (Dr.)— ELippolytus and Callistus. Svo, 7s. 6d. 

Declarations and Letters on the Vatican Decrees, 

1869-1887. Authorised Translation* Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

Dozner (Professor) — History of the Development of the Doctrine 

OF THE Pebson OF Chbist. Fivo vols. 8yo, £2, 128. 6d. 

System of Christian Doctrine. Four vols. Svo, £2, 2s. 

System of Christun Ethics. Svo, Us. 

Driver (Prof. 8. E.) — An Introduction to the Literature of the 

Old Tehtament. Third Edition, Svo, 12s. 

Du£f (Prof. David, D.D.)— The Early Church. Svo, 12s. 

Eadie (Professor) — Comaientaries on St. Paul's Epistles to the 

Ephesianb, Philippians, Colossi AN8. New and Revised Editions, Edited 
by Rev. Wm. Young, M. A. Three vols. Svo, lOs. 6d. each ; or get, ISs, nett, 

Ebrard (Dr. J. H. A.)— The Gospel History. Svo, 10s. 6dL 

 Apologetics. Three vols. Svo, 31s. 6d. 
Elliott — On the Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. Svo, 6s. 
Eniesti — Biblical Interpretation of New Testament. Two vols., 8s. 
Bwald (Heiiirich) — Syntax of the Hebrew Lanquage of the Old 

Testament. Svo, 8a. 6d. 

Revelation : Its Nature and Record. Svo, lOs. 6d. 

Old and New Testament Theology. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

Fairbaim (Prin.) — The Revelation of Law in Scripture, Svo, 10& 6d. 

Ezekiel and the Book of his Prophecy. 4 th Ed. , Svo, 1 Os. 6d. 

Prophecy Viewed in rrs Distinctive Nature, its Special 

Ftjnotionb, and Proper Interpretations. Second Edition, 8vo, lOs. 6d. 

Forbes (Prof.)— Symmetrical Structure of Scripture. Svo, Ss. 6d. 

 Analytical Commentary on the Romans. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

Studies in the Book of Psalms. Svo, 7s. 6d. 

The Servant of the Lord in Isaiah xl.-lxvl Cr. Svo, 58. 

Frank (Prof. F. H.)~System of Christian Evidence. Svo, 10s. 6d. 
Funcke (Otto)— The World of Faith and the Everyday World. 

Ab displayed in the Footsteps of Abraham. Post Svo, 7s. 6d. 

Fyfe (James)— The Hbreafier : Sheol, Hades, and Hell, the World to 

Come, and the Scripture Doctrine of Retribution according to Law. Svo, 7s. 6d. 

Gehhaidt (H.) — ^The Doctrine of the Apocalypse, and its relation 

TO THE DoOTRINB OP THE GoSPEL ANB EPISTLBS OF JOHN. Svo, lOs. 6d. 

Oerlach — Commentary on the Pentateuch. Svo, lOs. 6d. 
Gieseler (Dr. J. 0. L.) — Ecclesiastical History. Four vols. Svo, £2, 28. 
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Giffoid (Canon) — Voices of the Prophets. Crown 8vo, 5s. 6d. 
Given (Bev. Prof. J. J.) — The Truths of Scripture in connection 

WITH Rbvklation, In8piiiation, akd the Canon. 8to, tfs. 

Glasgow (Prof.) — Apocalypse Translated and Expounded. 8to, io/6. 
Gloag (Paton J., D.D.) — A Critical and £xeoetical Cohmentabt 

ON THE AOT8 OF THE AP08TLE8. TwO Vols. 8vo, 2l8. 

The Messianic PROPHECiEfi. Crown 8vo, Ts. 6d. 

Introduction to the Pauline Epistles. 8vo, 12a. 

Introduction to the Catholic Epistles. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

ExEGETiCAL STUDIES. Crown Svo, 5s. 

Godet (Prof.) — ^Commentary on St. Luke's Gospeu Two vols. Svo, 21s. 

Commentary on St. John's Gospel. Three vols. Svo, Sis. 6d. 

Commentary on Epistle to the Romans. Two vols. Svo, 2 1 s. 

Commentary ON 1st Epistle to CoRiNTHLANS. 2vols.gvo,2l8. 

Lectures in Defence of the Christian Faith. Cr. Svo, 6s, 

Goebel (Siegfried) — The Parables of Jesus. Svo, 10s. 6d. 
Gotthold's Emblems ; or, Invisible Things Understood by Things 

THAT ARE Made. Crown 8yo, 58. 

Grimm's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. Trans- 
lated, Revised, and Enlarged by Joseph H. Thayer, D.D. Demy 4to, 868. 
Gnyot (Arnold, LL.D.)— Creation; or, The Biblical Cosmogony in the 

Light of Modem Science. With Illustrations. Crown Svo, Ss. 6d. 

Hagenbach (Dr. K.E.) — History of Doctrines. Three vols. Svo, Sis. 6d. 

History of the Reformation. Two vols. Svo, 2l8. 

Hall (Rev. Newman, LL.B.) — ^The Lord's Prayer. 2nd Ed., cr. Svo, 6s. 

Gethsemane ; or, Leaves of Healing from the Garden of Grief. 

Crown Svo, Ss. 

Hamilton (T., D.D.) — Beyond the Stars; or, Heaven, its Inhabitants, 

Occupations, and Life. Second Edition, crown Svo, 8s. 6d. 

Harless (m, 0. A.) — System of Christian Ethics. Svo, lOs. 6d. 
Harris (Eev. 8., D.D.) — The Philosophical Basis of Theism. Svo, 1 28. 

The Self-Revelation of God. Svo, 12s. \ 

Haupt (Erich) — The First Epistle of St. John. Svo, lOs. 6d. \ 

Havemick (H. A, Ob.) — Introduction to Old Testament. IDs. 6d. 
Heard (Eev. J. B., M.A.)— The Tripartfie Nature op Man — Spirit, 

Soul, and Body. Fifth Edition, crown Svo, 68. 

Old AND New Theology. AConstructiveCritique. Cr.Svo,6s. 

-^fele (Bishop) — A History of the Councils of the Church. 

Vol I., to A.D. 826 ; Vol. II., A,D. 826 to 429. VoL IIL, A.i>. 481 to the 
closA of the Council of Chalcedon, 461. Svo, 128. each. 

Hengstenberg (Professor)— Commentary on Psalms. 3 vols. Svo, 33s. 

Commentary on the Book of Ecclesiastes, etc. Svo, 9s. 

The Prophecies of Ezekiel Elucidated. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

The Genuineness of Daniel, etc. Svo, 12s, 

History of the Kingdom of God. Two vols. Svo, 218, 

Christology of the Old Testament. Four vols. Svo, £2, 2a 

On the Gospel of St. John. Two vok. Svo, 218. . 

Herzog — ENCYCLOPiEDiA OF Biblical, Historical, Doctrinal, and ( 

Praotical Theologt. Ba^ed on the Reai-EncyUop&die of Hertog^ PUtt^ 
and Ilauck. Edited by Prof. Souaff, D.D. In three vols., price 248. each. 

Encyclop^odia of Living Divines, etc., of all Denominations 



IN Euro PR AND America. (8upplementtoHtrzog*sEncyelopadUi.) Imp.8yo,8s. 

Hutchison (John, D.D.) — Commentary on Thessalonians. Svo, 96. 
Commentary on Philippians. Svo, 7s. 6d. 
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Janet (Paul)— Final Causes. By Paxtl Janet, Member of the In- 

Btitate. Translated from the French. Second Edition, demy 8to, 128. 

The Theory of Morals. Demy 8vo, lOs. 6cL 

Johnstone (Prof. B., D.D.)— Commentary on 1st Peter. 8vo, lOs. 6d. 
Jones (B. £. 0.)— Elebosnts of Logic. 8vo, Ts. 6d. 
Jouifroy— Philosophical Essays. Fcap. 8vo, 5s. 

Kant — ^The Metaphysic of Ethic& Crown 8vo, 68. 

Philosophy of Law. Trans, by W. Hastie, B.D. Cr. 8v6, 5s. 

' Principles of Politics, etc. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

Keil (Prof.)— CoBiMENTARY ON the Pentateuch, 3 vols. 8vo, 81s. 6d. ; 

Joshua, Judges, and Ruth, 8vo, 10s. 6d. ; Books of Samuel, 8vo, lOe. 6d. ; 
Books OF K1NO8, 8vo, lOs. 6d.; Chronicles, 8vo, 10s. 6(1.;£zra, Nehemiau, 
Esther, 8vo, lOs. 6d. ; Jeremiah, 2 vols. 8vo, 2l8. ; Ezekikl, 2 vols. 8vo, 
2l8. ; Daniel, 8vo, 10s. 6d. ; Minor Prophets, 2 vols. 8vo, 2l8. 

Manual of Historico-Critical Introduction to the 

Canonical Scriptures of the Old Testament. Two vols. 8vo, 21 s. 

Handbook of Biblical Archaeology. Two vols. 8vo, 2 Is. 



Eeymer (Eev. N., M.A.) — Notes on Genesis. Crown 8vo, Is. 6d. 
KiUen (Prof,) — The Framework of the Church. 8vo, 9s. 

The Old Catholic Church; or, The History, Doctrine, 



Worship, and Polity of the Christians, traced to a.d. 755. 8vo, 9s. 

TheIgnatian Epistles Entirely Spurious. Cr. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 



Xonig (Dr. P. B.)— The Religious History of Israel. Cr. 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
Kmmmacfaer (Dr. F. W.)— The Suffering Saviour ; or, Meditations 

on the Last Days of the Sufferings of Christ Eighth Edition, crown 8vo, 6s. 

David, the Kino of Israel. Second Edition, cr. 8vo, 6s. 

Autobiography. Crown 8vo, Os. 

Enrtz (Prof.) — Handbook of Church History. Two vols. 8vo, 158. 

History of the Old Covenant. Three vols. 8vo, Sis. 6d. 

Ladd (Prof. Qt. T.) — The Doctrine of Sacred Scripture: A 

Critical, Historical, and Dogmatic Inquiry into the Origin and Nature of the 
Old and New Testaments. Two yoIs. Sro, 1600 pp., 24s. 

Lane (Lanra M.) — ^Lifb of Alexander Vinet. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
Lange (J. P., D.D.) — ^The Life of our Lord Jesus Christ. Edited 

by Mabcus Dods, D.D. 2nd Ed., in 4 vols. 8to, Subscription price, 288. 

Commentaries on the Old and New Testaments. Edited 

by Philip Scbaff, D.D. Old Tkstambnt, 14 vols. ; New Testament, 10 
vols. ; Apocrtpha, 1 vol. Subscription price, nett, 168. each. 

On St. Matthew and St. Mark. Three vols. 8vo, Sis. 6d. 

On the Gospel of St. Luke. Two vols. 8vo, 188. 

On the Gospel of St. John. Two vols. 8vo, 2l8. 



Lechler (Prof. 0. V., D.D.) — The Apostolic and Post-Apostolic 

Times. Their Diversity and Unity in Life and Doctrine. 2 vols. cr. Svo, 16s. 

Lehmann (Pastor) — Scenes from the Life of Jesus. Cr. 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
Lewis (Tayler, LL.D.)— The Six Days of Creation. Cr. 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
Lichtenbevger (P., D.D.) — History of German Theology in thk 

19th Centuby. 8to, 148. 

Lilley (J. P., MA.)— The Lord's Supper : lu Origin, Nature, and 

Use. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

Lisco (P. 0.) — Parables of Jesus Explained. Fcap. 8vo, 58. 
Lotze (Hermaim) — Microcosmus : An Essay concerning Man and his 

relation to the World. Fonrth Edition, two toIs. Svo (1450 pages), 86s. 

Luthardt, Eahnis, and Bruckner — ^The Church. Crown Svo, 58. 
Lnthardt(Prof.) — St. JohntheAuthoroftheFourth Go.spel. 7s. 6d. 
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Luthardt (Prof.) — St. John's Gospel Describkd and Exflainbd 

ACCOKDiNO TO ITS Pegxtliak Chabaotkb. Three toIb. 8vo, Sis. 6d. 

Apologetic Lecttures on the Fundamental (6 Ed.\ Saving 

(5 Ed, \ Moral Trutbs of Christianity (3 Ed,\ 3 toIb. ct. 8to» 08. each. 

History of Christlin Ethics. 8vo, lOs. 6d. 



Macdonald — Introduction to Pentateuch. Two vols. 8vo, 218. 

The Creation and Fall. 8vo, 128. 

Macgregor (Rev. Jas., D.D.) — The Apology of the Christian 

Religion. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 
M'Bealsham (E. D.) — Komans Dissected. A Critical Analysis of the 

Epistle to the Romans. Crown 8vo, 28. 

Mair (A., D.D.) — Studies in the Christian Evidences. Cr. Svo, 6s. 
Kartensen (Bishop) — Christian Dogmatics. Svo, 10s. 6d. 
Christian Ethics. (General — Individual — Soclil.) 

Three vols. Svo, lOs. 6d. each. 

Matheson (Geo., D.D.)— Growth of the Spirit of Christianity, from 

the First Century to the Dawn of the Lutheran Era. Two vols. Svo, 218. 

Aids TO THE Study OF German Theology. 3rd Edition, 48. 6A 

Meyer (Dr.) — Critical and Exegetical Commentaries on the 

New Testament. Twenty vols. Svo. Stihscription Pricey £5, 5s. nett ; 
Non- Subscription Price, 10s. 6d. each volume. 

St. Matthew's Gospel, two vols. ; Mark axd Luke, two vols, ; St. 
John's Gospel, two vols. ; Acts of the Apostles, two vols. ; Roma^is, two 
vols. ; Corinthians, two vols. ; Galatians, one voL ; Ephesians and 
Philemon, one vol. ; Philippian.s and Colossians, one vol. ; Thessa- 
LONiANs {Dr. LUnemann), one vol. ; The Pastoral Epistles {Dr, Buther)^ 
one vol. ; Hebrews {Dr, Lunemann), one vol. ; St. James and St. John's 
Epistles {Huther), one voL ; Pkter and Jude {Dr. Huther), one voL 

Michie (Charles, M.A.) — Bible Words and Phrases. ISmo, Is. 
Monrad (Dr. D. 6.) — The World of Prayer. Crown Svo, 4s. 6d. 
Morgan (J., D.D.) — Scripture Testimony to the Holy Spirit. 7s. 6d. 

Exposition of the First Epistle of John. Svo, 7s. 6d. 

Miiller (Dr. Julius) — The Christian Doctrine of Sin. An entirely 

New Translation from the Fifth German Edition. Two vols. Svo, 21fl. 

Murphy (Professor)— Commentary on the Psalms. Svo, 12s. 

A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Exodus. 98, 

Naville (Bmest) — The Problem of Evil. Crown Svo, 48. 6d. 

The Christ. TranslatedbyRev. T. J.Despri^s. Cr.Svo,48.6d. 

Modern Physics. Crown Svo, 5s. 

Neander (Dr.)— General History of the Christian Religion and 

Church. Eight vols. Svo, £2, 2s. iiett, 

Nicoll (W. R., LL.D.) — The Incarnate Saviour: A Life of Jesus 

Christ. Crown Svo, 6s. 

NovaliB— Hymns and Thoughts on Reuoion. Crown Svo, 48. 
Oehler (Prof.) — Theology of the Old Testament. 2 vols. Svo, 21s. 
Olflhausen (Dr. H.) — Biblical Commentary on the Gospels and 

Acts. Four vols. 8vo, £2, 2s. Cheaper Sdition, fonr vols, crown 8vo, 24b. 

Romans, one voL Svo, 10s. 6d. ; Corinthians, one vol. Svo, 

9s. ; Philippians, Titus, and First Timothy, one vol. Svo, lOs. 6d. 

Oosterzee (Dr. Van) — The Year of Salvation. 2 vols. Svo, 6s. each. 

Moses : A Biblical Study. Crown Svo, 6s. 

Orelli — Old Testament Prophecy. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

Commentary on Isaiah. Svo, 10s. 6d. Jeremiah. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

Owen (Dr. John) — ^Works. Best and only Complete Edition. Edited 

hy Rev. Dr. Goold. Twenty -four vols. Svo, Subscription price, £4, 4a. 
The * HehrevfH ' may be had separately, in sevon vols., £2, 28, nett. 



